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A Matter of Degrees The Seventh Congregation,10-12 November 1999

Temperatures at HKUST rose to 2,460
degrees — the total of undergraduate
and postgraduate degrees conferred

during the three days of  the Seventh
Congregation. This number of degrees was
probably higher than what all our laborato-
ries could produce. Indeed, it represented the
collaborative hard work of all the Schools in
the University.

For the 2,460 HKUST graduates, their
parents, relatives and friends, as well as their
professors, the Seventh Congregation
was certainly an event to celebrate.

Ng Shiu Cho shared his joy of receiving the
degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Civil En-
gineering with his wife who gave him all her
support throughout his postgraduate
study. Dr Ng is now working at HKUST on
his post-doctorate research.

Prof Arthur Li Kwok-cheung addressed the
Congregation after receiving his honorary
degree of Doctor of Letters. He said, “To a
surgeon, the award of an honorary degree
of Doctor of Letters is certainly a rare and
delightful honor. I am very proud to have
become a permanent member of this
University.”

Estate Manager Roger Davis and
Chief Technician Albert Lam
(EMO) are two of the master-
minds behind the Congregation
Ceremony. Every year, they work
out the detailed logistics to en-
sure that the Ceremony runs
smoothly — including a contin-
gency plan of switching the
venue from the Hong Kong
Jockey Club Atrium to the S H Ho
Sports Hall in two hours if the
weather condition is poor in the
morning.

On the first day of the Congregation,
presided over by the Vice-Chairman of the
University Council, Dr Steven Poon, degrees
were conferred on graduates in the School of
Engineering. Likewise, Council Chairman
Dr Vincent Lo conferred degrees on the sec-
ond day to the School of Business and Man-
agement graduates. On the third day,
Pro-Chancellor Dr the Hon Sze-Yuen Chung
conferred degrees to graduates in the School
of Science and the School of Humanities and

Social Science.
Also on the third day, Honorary doctor-

ates were bestowed on Mr William Fung Kwok
Lun, a global businessman; Professor Law-
rence Lau, a world-renowned economist; Pro-
fessor Arthur Li, Vice-Chancellor of the
Chinese University of Hong Kong; and Pro-
fessor Shang Fa Yang, a pioneering
biochemist.

For  t he  f i rs t  t i me  at  H K U ST ’s
Congregation, two graduate representatives
addressed the audience on each day, to share
with all their thoughts at this important
moment in their lives.

Founding Chairman of the University
Council, Dr Sze-Yuen Chung, offici-
ated at the Congregation for the first
time in his new capacity as the Uni-
versity’s Pro-Chancellor.

Graduate representative Cheung Kwok Lung told
his fellow graduates, “The University has conferred
degrees on 8,600 undergraduate students. If we
could all make a point of sparing two hours a year
for our alma mater, we could provide the Univer-
sity with an additional 17,000 hours for enrich-
ment activities.”
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Mutual Respect Wins the Day
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Respect the students and win their
respect.” This is how Dr Chan Che-
ting, winner of this year’s Michael G

Gale Medal for Distinguished Teaching, sums
up his teaching philosophy.

“To win the respect of students, you must
first respect the students. You need to treat
them as individuals, each with specific needs
and aspirations,” said Dr Chan, Associate Pro-
fessor in the Department of Physics.

Dr Chan joined HKUST in
1995. His students range from
minor students seeking intro-
ductor y knowledge about
physics, to postgraduate stu-
dents working on their theses.
The bulk, however, are final year
students reading computational
physics.

“To give a good lecture, you
have to make an honest effort to
prepare it. This is the basic tool
for winning the students’
respect. To prepare a one-hour
lecture, a minimum of four
hours is what I spend to gather
and organize the materials,” he
said.

Dr Chan feels that Hong
Kong students are generally

The HKUST Bridge Team had a most
fruitful year in 1998-99 as they won all
the group trophies they could possi-

bly win in the three inter-university tourna-
ments in Hong Kong. Their trail of glory even
brought them to Singapore, where they also
won the East Asia Inter-university Invitational
Bridge Championship.

“We are really happy about the over-
whelming success we have achieved this
year,” said Team Captain Eric Tang (COMP
Year 2). “Given the very competitive environ-
ment these days, it would indeed be a supreme
challenge for us to maintain our ‘Grand Slam’
record next year, but we will try our very best
to make this happen,” he said.

The three local competitions they won
were the Convergence Cup (Overall
Champion), Inter College Bridge Tournament
Championship (Champion), and the AIA
Open Team for Post Secondary Schools
(Champion, 1st Runner-up and 2nd Runner-
up).

“Our winning edge lies in our overall high
standard, and our tough training program,”

Bridge Over Triumphant Waters
said Eric Tang. “All members of the HKUST
Bridge Team are required to attend at least four
hours of regular training per week, under our
coach. They are also given ample opportunity
to take part in a range of competitions to gain
experience and build up confidence.”

“Teamwork is of paramount importance
in success in bridge tournaments. It is there-
fore the focus of all our practice,” Eric said.

“None of the trophies we won was easy.
Subsequent to our success in Singapore back
in July, we set our goal of winning all the local
inter-university championships
in Hong Kong. In the Conver-
gence Cup Bridge Tournament,
we were trailing behind another
team until the final round. In the
Inter College Bridge Tournament
Championship, we won our
long-lost trophy only after three
long days of battle. Armed with
all these accolades, our spirits
reached an all time high in the
AIA Open Team for Post Sec-
ondary Schools, and we snatched

all the top three places in the group
competitions,” he explained.

A number of the 1998-99 HKUST Bridge
Team members have since graduated. They
agreed that the team’s success in the competi-
tions represented the fulfillment of a long-held
common dream.

Coach Leo Cheung had the last word.
“Never blame your partner. Never blame your
teammates. Reflect on your mistakes.
Comradeship is the main ingredient of
victory!” he said.

more passive than their peers in other
countries. They wait for the lecturers to ap-
proach them. And this is what he does. “I try
to identify students in difficulty, and indi-
vidually work out remedial measures.”

One of the common dilemmas among
the faculty is the balance between teaching
and research. “I am somewhat lucky in this
respect, because prior to joining HKUST I
had spent a number of years concentrating
on research. With a corpus of research out-
put to my credit, I am perhaps under less pres-
sure than some of my peers, and I can devote
more time to the students,” he said.

Dr Chan’s great popularity among his stu-
dents is reflected in the fact that his lessons
were often over-subscribed. A lot of students
come purely to gain knowledge and
understanding, rather than to amass credits.

Despite these solid proofs of his success
in teaching, Dr Chan remains modest. “I was
quite surprised to learn that I have won the
medal. In fact, I think a lot of my peers are
better teachers than me. I am just doing an
honest day’ s work!” he said.

Dr Chan Che-ting, winner of 1999 Michael G Gale Medal
for Distinguished Teaching.

The celebrated HKUST Bridge Team.

“
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HKUST German Center Officially Opens
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On 12 November 1999, the University
celebrated the official opening of the
German Center of the HKUST

Europe Institute. Prof Dr Ernest-Ludwig
Winnacker, President of the Deutsche
Forschungsgemeinschaft (German Research
Council, DFG) and HKUST President Chia-
Wei Woo officiated at the Ceremony. Other
members of the official party included: Mr
Wolfgang Gerz, Consul-General of Germany
in Hong Kong, Mr Etienne Reuter, Head of
Office of the European Commission in Hong
Kong, and HKUST Council Chairman
Dr Vincent Lo.

The ceremony was well attended by rep-
resentatives of the Germany community
in Hong Kong and guests from Germany.
From the DAAD (German Academic Ex-
change Service), there was Dr Georg
Neumann, Head of Department (Asia/Aus-
tralia/New Zealand). The DAAD presence
was strengthened by two other representatives
currently based in Hong Kong. Also from
Germany was Prof Reiner Buchholz of the
Technical University of Berlin. The University
of Karlsruhe was represented by Ms Irina
Gassiot. The Göthe Institut, the German
Chamber of Commerce, the Department of
European Studies at the Chinese University
of Hong Kong, and the Department of Gov-

ernment & International Studies at
Hong Kong Baptist University also
showed their support by their presence.

To commemorate the event,
Prof Winnacker announced that DFG
will offer ten annual fellowships to
HKUST graduate students for a three-
month stay, including traveling costs, in
a German university or research insti-
tute of their choice. The program will
be for three years.

“Today’s ceremony marks another
step forward in the development of the
Center,” said Prof Winnacker. “The
German Ministry of Education and
Research and DFG are very much in-
terested in the Center’s activities and
would like to contribute to its successful
development.”

In the last three years, the German Center
had been actively engaged in academic ex-
changes and collaborative research projects.
Student exchange programs have been estab-
lished with the Technical University of Berlin,
the University of Karlsruhe, and the Univer-
sity of Stuttgart. Partnerships have also been
forged with a number of leading German
companies including Bayer AG and Siemens.
For instance, HKUST researchers have been
working with Bayer AG on the development

of a Chinese herbal medicine-based anti-
malarial drug. This September, Dr Jürgen
Scherkenbeck, Bayer AG’s Technical Manager,
came to HKUST as a visiting scholar to work
with Prof Richard Haynes (Chemistry) to
develop a new bacteria-killing drug.
Another example is the establishment of the
Sino-German Nano-Analy t ical  Lab
(SiGNAL), headed by Prof  Reinhard
Renneberg (Chemistry), which brings
German and Chinese academic and industrial
partners together to develop innovative
biosensors.

A team of four HKUST Business School
students, alongside teams from the
Wharton Business School, University

of California, Berkeley, and University of
Texas, Austin, qualified for the final round in
the UMCA 1999 International Business Chal-
lenge in the US in the last weekend of October.
The competition was organized by the Uni-
versity of Texas.

This was the third time this year an
HKUST Business School team scored well in
direct competition with students from other
major business schools around the world.

All final year students, the HKUST team
comprised Maggie Chan (Marketing), Grace
Chun (Information Systems), Lam Wai Nam
(Finance), and Dennis Lai (Economics). They
competed against more than 80 students from
Asia, Europe, South America, Mexico,
Canada, and the US. The other Asian teams
were from the University of Hong Kong and

Thammasat University from Thailand.
The students were presented with a busi-

ness issue involving Ford’s strategic plans for
the first five years of the coming millennium
in the global automobile industry. They were
asked to develop a solution and present it be-
fore a panel of business executives, business
professors, and senior consultants from
McKinsey.

The faculty advisor for the HKUST team,
Dr Andrew Delios, Assistant Professor of
Management of Organizations, said the team’s
overall performance was impressive. “They
were an outstanding team and beat all the
other competitors in their division, including
the University of Hong Kong, the Norwegian
School of Management, University of South-
ern California and University of Washington.
They also did a great job in the final round,
but the competition at that stage was even
more intense,” he said. The championship

Bravo, Business Buddies!
went to the University of California, Berkeley.

Earlier this year, HKUST Business School
teams made it to the final round at the
Marshall International Invitational Case
Competition in February (organized by the
University of Southern California) and the
Global Business Challenge in April (organized
by the University of Washington).

From left: Prof Chia-Wei Woo, Dr Vincent Lo,
Prof Ernest-Ludwig Winnacker and Mr Wolfgang
Gerz celebrate the official opening of the HKUST
German Center.

The winning team comprised (from left)
Dennis Lai, Maggie Chan, Grace Chun, and
Lam Wai Nam.
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Campus Calendar

Dec 1999 and Jan 2000 Salaries will be
paid on 23 Dec 1999

and 26 Jan 2000 respectively.

Payday
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Scholarship Programs for
International Exposure

Biology student Karen Ling Kar Yun
and Computer Engineering student
Tony Ting Chi Ho have benefited enor-

mously from their international exchange
program. Supported by the Zonta Club of
Hong Kong East Scholarship—an under-
graduate scholarship of HK$100,000 for a fe-
male student in Science or Engineering to
study aboard for one year, Karen Ling pur-
sued a program at the University of California,
San Diego (UCSD) in the last academic year.
Tony Ting received the Sohmen Foundation
Austria Summer Program Award amounting
to 29,000 Austrian Schilling (approximately
HK$16,860), and spent the past summer at
the University of Vienna in Austria. They are
both eager to share their experience
with readers of Genesis.

Karen Ling’s Experience:
“At UCSD, the Culture Night was,

I think, the most direct mode of shar-
ing amongst students of various na-
tional backgrounds. We had a
European Culture Night in Fall, a

Latin American Culture Night in Winter, and
an Asia Pacific Culture Night in Spring. Stu-
dents representing their own countries set up
information booths and prepared their na-
tional cuisine to share with fellow students.

Among the courses I took last year, the
one in Visual Art was new to me since there
was no such classes at HKUST. The class not
only aroused my interest into aesthetics, but
also gave me a lot of insight into preparing
visual presentations. This forms a delightful
supplement to my major subjects, molecular

biology and biotechnology.”

Tony Ting’s Tale
“Before joining this program, I knew very

little about Europe, especially Eastern Euro-
pean countries like Slovenia, Croatia and
Ukraine. Now, I know more about their
histories, cultures and customs.

This year was a special year for the Uni-
versity of Vienna’s Summer School because it
was their 50th Anniversary. The highlight of
the celebrations was the Homecoming
Weekend. Many former students who had
participated in the Summer School came back
and joined the occasion. Some of them even
came with their families.”

Other Scholarship Opportunities
Besides the Zonta Club of Hong Kong

East Scholarship and the Sohmen Foundation
Austria Summer Program Award, there are
three other international scholarship pro-
grams for HKUST students: the Shell
Scholarships, Paul M F Cheng International
Exchange Scholarships, the Hongkong Bank
Foundation Overseas Scholarship Scheme,
the Federal Express Exchange Scholarships for
Overseas Studies, and the Salomon Exchange
Grant for US Study. A number of European
organizations also offer scholarships to spon-
sor HKUST undergraduate and postgradu-
ate students to study in France or Germany.
Scholarships for studying in France include:
ENSCP Sponsorship, MENRT Postdoctoral
Fellowships and MENRT PhD Studentships.
Scholarships for studying in Germany are:
DAAD/Siemens Scholarship Program ASIA
21st Century, TUB PhD Studentship, TUB
Postdoctoral Fellowship, and Bosch
Scholarship.

Until 8 Dec
An Exhibition of Chinese Paintings by Au Ho-nien

Ping Yuan and Kinmay W Tang Gallery, Library

Until 9 Dec
ARX5: Hong Kong, Singapore and

Australia Artists Exchange
1-5 pm (Tue - Fri)

10 am - 6 pm (Sat, Sun & Public Holidays)
(Closed on Mondays)

Exposition Hall

Until 9 Jan 2000 7:30 am - 10:30 pm
Hong Kong Artists Series: Works by Chu Hing Wah

UC Gallery

2 Dec 1-2 pm
East Meets West Concert Series:

English Lute Music of Late Golden Age—
 Franklin Lei Lute Recital

Exposition Hall

3 Dec 7:30 pm
East Meets West Concert Series:

Hong Kong Sinfonietta—
 Chinese Sites and Sounds

Exposition Hall

9 Dec 7:30 pm
Beijing New Sound—

 HuMaGe Concert
Exposition Hall

11 Dec 8 pm
University Choir—

 Hong Kong Vocal Collection Gala
Concert Hall, City Hall

15 Dec 1999 - 17 Mar 2000
Gems of New Year Prints—

An Exhibition from the Shanghai Library Collection
Opening Reception: 14 Dec, 4:30 pm

Ping Yuan and Kinmay W Tang Gallery, Library

21 Dec 1-2 pm
Guangdong Exchange Concert Series:

Vocal Recital by Liu Dong and Liu Hai Yan
Multipurpose Hall, University Center

21 Dec 7 pm
The Sisters’ Concert — Catherine & Tracy

Multipurpose Hall, University Center

20 Jan 2000 6 pm
University Choir—

 Hong Kong Cultural Center Foyer Concert
Foyer, Hong Kong Cultural Center

Karen Ling (the girl at the right side of the
photo) and her fellow classmates demon-
strate a Chinese folk gambling kit, the “fish,
shrimp and crab”.

Tony Ting (right) begins to consider study-
ing aboard after a three-month exposure at
the University of Vienna‘s Summer School.
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