
The climax of
the celebration
was marked by the
release of balloons
by President Chia-
Wei Woo; Prof
Paul Ching-Wu
Chu, President-
Desig nate ; Dr
Grace Au, Chairperson of the Staff Social Club; and Kaxton Siu,
President of the HKUST Students’ Union. The University Choir
performed the Birthday Song, followed by birthday greetings in
10 languages and dialects from students and staff members from
Europe, China and Japan—a presentation that aptly reflects the
University’s international makeup.
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10th anniversary celebrations launched

For details, please
visit http://www.
ust.hk/10A.

On 23 April, the University launched its 10th anniversary
 celebrations with ceremonies both on and off campus. The
 entire HKUST community was immersed in a jubilant

mood that brightened up even the overcast sky.
At 12:30pm, more than 1,000 students, faculty and staff gathered

in the Piazza for the Kickoff Celebration. The program began with
performances by the Students’ Union Band Society, the Wind
Ensemble and the String Team. These were followed by a high-
spirited parade of  the
HKUST Students’ Union
societies.

A lion dance by the
Security and Shaolin
teams, and a dragon dance
by House IV celebrated the
festivity with the Chinese
Orchestra, whi le  the
Dance Society expressed
the young and dynamic
spirit of the University to
the strong contemporary
beats of the Band Society.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

At 5:30pm, around 400 people participated in
the off-campus Launching Ceremony at the Hong
Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre. They
included Court and Council members, donors,
business and industry leaders and partners,
senior government officials, HKUST faculty,
staff, alumni and student representatives, and the
media.

The Chief Executive the Hon Tung Chee Hwa
officiated the ceremony to-
gether with Dr the Hon
Sze-Yuen Chung, Pro-
Chancellor; Dr Vincent H S
Lo, Council Chairman;
President Woo; Prof Chu;
Kaxon Siu; and Terr y
Leung, Chairman of the
Alumni Association.

Hig h l ig hts  of  the
ceremony included a laser
presentation of the 10th
anniversary logo and a
video highlighting the

University’s achievements over its first decade. The reception concluded
with the officiators
proposing a toast for
the continued success
of HKUST. The 10th
anniversary celebra-
tions will carry on
until the end of the
year.
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Over 120 secondary-school teachers and
principals took part in the annual Prin-
cipals’ Day at HKUST on 30 March. Now
in its fifth year, this event has gone a long
way in fostering close ties between the
University and Hong Kong’s secondary
schools.

Principals’ Day 2001 focused on the
resources and enrichment programs
HKUST can offer secondary-school
teachers and students. That includes
university credit-bearing computer
science courses for upper-form students,
e-learning initiatives,  science education,
language courses and cultural programs.

Such initiatives boost HKUST’s
standing among tomorrow’s under-
graduates as well as serving the school
sector. For example, Principal Yau of
Queen Maud School reported that many
Queen Maud students who took the
online computer course hope to
attend HKUST.

Uncovering the secrets of soil
tigate engineering problems internationally,
although in Hong Kong it is still relatively
untried. “In a primarily traditional profes-
sional engineering society, we need
innovation,” says Prof Wilson Tang, Head of
Civil Engineering. “If there was an interna-
tional ranking system for centrifuges, I am

sure ours would be
in the top five at
least.”

One of  the
GCF’s most inno-
vative features is the
bi-axial shaking
table, which allows
s i mu l at i o n  o f
earthquake motion
in two horizontal
directions. It is
currently the only

facility in the world to offer this, enabling
testing of dams and slopes under earthquake
conditions to be carried out more realistically.

Completing the dynamic set-up is an
interactive data acquisition and control
system linked to the Internet. “This means that
researchers in Canada, UK or the US can see
our tests and directly access the data in almost
real-time,” says Associate Professor Charles
Ng, Associate Director of the GCF. “They can
make a decision whether to stop or start a test
while it is in progress.”

Meanwhile, the advantages for students
and the local community are clear. “We are
training the engineers of the future,” says Prof
Tang. “We want them to be familiar with these
advanced tools so they can use them to
enhance the profession.”

Forging ties with
school educators

Machine rowing is all about power and
determination—two qualities that the
HKUST Rowing Team have in plenty
judging by their performances at
recent inter-university indoor rowing
competitions.

The HKUST Men’s A Team won the
Majestic Hotel Post-Secondary Boys’
Student Cup at the 2nd Asian Rowing
Championships in Kowloon Park on 18
February. They powered their way to
victory again at the 6th HKUST Indoor
Rowing Championship held here in the
Hong Kong Jockey Club Atrium on 28
March, while the Women’s and Mixed
Relay teams both finished as first

High-performance rowing
runners-up.

Five days later, HKUST was overall first
runner-up at the 1st Hong Kong Universities
Indoor Rowing League held at the University
of Hong Kong on 2 April.

With the weather warming up, the teams
are now getting ready for the outdoor rowing
season on the Shing Mun River. They are
always happy to welcome new members.

“You don’t have to have rowed before to
get involved in rowing at HKUST. All 35 of
our currently active rowers learned here
through the Rowing Club,” says captain Grace
Wong (Biochemistry yr 2).

For more information about rowing at
HKUST, please e-mail su_row@stu.ust.hk.

HKUST rowers enjoy a great physical workout and
close-knit team spirit both in and out of the water.
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Advances in geotechnical engineering
take on the forces of Nature with the
3 April opening of the University’s

latest central research facility, which will allow
in-depth understanding of the earth and
man-made soil structures beneath our feet.

The multi-million dollar Geotechnical
Centrifuge Facility
(GCF), funded by
t h e  Un i v e r s i t y
Grants Committee
a n d  H K U S T ,
incorporates the
latest developments
in centrifuge and
i n f o r m a t i o n
t e c h n o l o g y —
i n c l u d i n g  t h e
world’s first bi-axial
shaking table and a
state-of-the-art four-axis robotic manipulator
that allows detailed construction activities to
be simulated in-flight. The result is a one-of-
a-kind research center that enables small-scale
physical models to be tested under laboratory
conditions while reproducing conditions in
the field to a greater degree of accuracy than
previously possible.

Catering to both basic and applied
research projects, the facility gives local and
international academics and students, govern-
ment departments and engineering firms the
opportunity to uncover further secrets of the
soil, and make the construction of buildings
and other structures safer and more cost-
effective.

In the past 15 years, centrifuge testing has
become an increasingly popular way to inves-
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After hours in a student hall
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Have you ever wondered what makes
HKUST students tick? Or what they
get up to after hours? If so, the Cam-

pus Life Laboratory could be the answer
you're looking for.

Organized by the Student Affairs Office
(SAO), the program offers an opportunity to
experience hall life at HKUST and to interact
with students in a relaxed environment where
they can really be themselves.

The concept was initially developed as an
inhouse training program for SAO staff. The
exposure proved so fruitful that SAO decided
to open the Campus Life Laboratory to other
HKUST faculty and staff members interested
in the campus life of our students, and student
services professionals from outside. From
February 1999 to date, there have been 22
participants—six from SAO, eight other
HKUST staff and eight non-local student
services workers from Beijing, the Philippines,
Thailand and the US. The concept has also
been adopted by 12 other campuses in Asia,
Germany and the USA.

“You might ask why colleagues who are
not student affairs workers should want to do
the Lab. One obvious motivation is to get to
know and understand our core clients—the
students—who they are, what they think and
what they need,” says Mrs Pandora Yuen,
Senior Student Affairs Officer.

“Living with students in the hall
environment and joining in their ‘af-
ter hours’ activities definitely comple-
ments our daily working interactions
with them. It's a kind of experiential
learning,” she explains.

What can staff members expect from
the Campus Life Lab experience?

The fundamental requirement is
that  participants use the hall as if it is
their home throughout their stay. That
is, they may continue their normal
work duties, but they should spend as
much time as possible actively “exploring” hall
life after work and during the weekend(s).

SAO provides participants with advice
and support in planning their stay, and
introduces them to students through the
weekly Confluence and informal SAO–
student dinners. Beyond this, participants are
encouraged to be “socially proactive”, to be
open and to make the most of opportunities
to socialize with students by joining in
activities such as midnight “sweet soup” feasts,
games and other hall gatherings. In short, to
behave like a student living on campus.

The length of stay can vary—two weeks
is average for HKUST staff and faculty but
external participants stay for up to three
months. October to November and February
to March are the liveliest periods in hall life in

 Recognizing TA Coordinators

Farewell, President & Mrs Woo

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./0

NO�� S�PM�� !"#$�%&'()

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./�

��R�OR�� !"#$$ %&'()*

�� !"#$%"&QMM�� !"#$%

�� !"#$%&'idT�� !"

�� !S�� !idR�� !"#$%&

�� !"#$%&'�()*+,-./

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-. !

�� !ANOU�� !idP�� !"#$

�� !"#$%&'()*+�

�� !"#$%"&&'

Prof Peter Dobson, Associate Vice-President
for Academic Affairs, (center) presents
Zhiguo Du (left) and Vincent Cheung with
the first Best TA Coordinator awards.

In the blink of an eye, President Chia-Wei
Woo has served HKUST tirelessly for more
than 12 years since his appointment  in 1988.
The time has come for the University
community to bid him farewell as he is retiring
on 30 June.

A sub-committee comprising represen-
tatives from various offices and the Staff
Social Club has organized a farewell party
for President Woo and his wife Yvonne on
25 May. More than 400 faculty and staff mem-
bers are expected to join the party, which will
take place in the LG7 canteen and begin with a
reception in the LG5 canteen at 6pm.

Specially planned games, performances
and sharing of feelings guarantee that the
party will be filled with fun and memorable
moments. All faculty and staff are welcome
to bring their families along. Tickets are on
sale for HK$128 each at the LG3 Amenities
Service Counter.

Coordinators is crucial to our mission in
developing a creative and collaborative
learning environment at HKUST,” says Dr
Grace Au, Director of CELT.

terms of student activities.
Staff or faculty interested in the Campus

Life Laboratory are welcome to e-mail Bonnie
Cheng at sabonch@ust.hk.

The Campus Life Lab offers a taste of student
hall life at HKUST.

Anew award—the Best TA Coor-
dinator Award—has been initiated
by the Center for Enhanced Learning

and Teaching (CELT) and sponsored by
Cathay Pacific Airways Ltd to recognize the
significant contribution made by Teaching
Assistant Coordinators in helping their fellow
TAs to learn and teach.

The first two recipients are Zhiguo Du
(Humanities) and Vincent Cheung (Electrical
and Electronic Engineering). Zhiguo was
elected in an online ballot open to all TAs
while Vincent was elected by his fellow TA
Coordinators.

TA Coordinators are experienced TAs
who mentor and coordinate the work of their
less-experienced colleagues, and act as a link
between the TAs and their department or
school. They also work closely with CELT staff
on TA training and support activities.

“The quality of the work of the TA
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The story of the University, from the
first days of the planning board to the
appointment of the new president Prof
Paul Ching-Wu Chu, is revisited in
colorful detail in a special 10th
anniversary commemorative book,
HKUST Soars: The First Decade, now
on sale.

The book captures the voices and
images of the different groups of the
University community—founders,
faculty, students, staff and donors—
as they have contributed to the
adventure and achievements of
HKUST in the initial 10 years.

Research breakthroughs that
have put the University on the
academic world map are celebrated
along with contributions to the Hong
Kong  communi ty ,  Ma in land
endeavors and international ties.

The book is designed in keeping
with the University's upbeat spirit and
illustrated with many specially taken
photographs. Read all about the past,
present and future and get to know
the characters creating them.

As one undergraduate interviewee
remarks: "Everyone can make a

Revisiting HKUST’s first decade

dif ference at HKUST." So look
carefully. You could be there.

HKUST Soars: The First Decade is
available in hard cover at HK$95.
HKUST faculty, staff, students and
alumni enjoy a 10% discount on
ind i v idua l  purchases  wh i l e
departmental orders get a 15%
discount. Get your copy at the Souvenir
Shop today. (The Chinese version will
be available in late July.)

HKUST’s Department of Accounting was
top in the world in terms of the number of
accounting research articles published in
five of the world’s most prestigious aca-
demic accounting journals in 2000. These
are Contemporary Accounting Research,
Journal of Accounting and Economics,
Journal of Accounting Research, Review
of Accounting Studies and The Account-
ing Review. The University has been
among the top 10 most productive insti-
tutions in accounting research in these
journals since 1997, alongside top univer-
sities such as Chicago, Columbia,
Michigan, Pennsylvania and California at
Berkeley.
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HKUST’s first intake of faculty and staff started
work in 1988, three years before the University’s
official opening. To date, 393 early comers are still
with the University. Genesis is introducing one of
these long-serving members each issue from
March to December in this special column. Featured
in this issue is Prof Jay-Chung Chen, Director of the
Center for Coastal and Atmospheric Research and
Professor of mechanical engineering.

The challenge of  building a new
university from the ground upwards and
turning it into a world-class institution helped
bring Prof Jay-Chung Chen to Hong Kong
from the Jet Propulsion Laboratory at the
California Institute of Technology, where he
had worked for over 20 years.

Prof Chen took up his appointments as
Director of the Research Center and Professor
of mechanical engineering on 18 September
1989. He was called upon for the mammoth
task of approving the design and acceptance
of rooms and laboratories built for the first
phase of the campus. There were 1,500 in total
and he signed off on all of them.

He recalls, “When I visited the campus in
1989, the site was just rocks and weeds. Presi-
dent Chia-Wei Woo told me: ‘We’re going to start
a class right here in two years.’ I said he must be
dreaming, though that’s the way it happened.”

Prof Chen also assisted President Woo

Prof Jay-Chung Chen
with the recruitment of
faculty and designing the
curriculum. He found himself
living a 24/7 existence as the
opening in October 1991
drew nearer. “It seemed we
had deadlines every day,” he
says. “But I don’t think any of
us felt panic. We all just got
on with the job and believed
we would make it in time.”

Among his happiest
moments was when the Operational
Windshear Warning System, which monitors
weather hazards for aviation safety, went
into action at the Hong Kong International
Airport at Chek Lap Kok on 1 July 1997. After
an international call for bids, Prof Chen’s
leadership of the Research Center enabled
HKUST and its US partner to win the
HK$118.7 million government contract in
1993—believed to be the largest yet awarded
to a local tertiary institution—and go on to
deliver a cutting-edge system that can be
exportable round the world.

“The project really made a long-lasting
imprint,” says Prof Chen. “I don’t think as an
individual I would have had this opportunity
if I had stayed in California. It could only
happen in Hong Kong.”
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The first issue of Genesis was published in December 1989 by the Office of

Public Affairs (PAO), now the Office of University Development and Public Affairs

(OUDPA). The mandate of this internal publication is to serve as a communication

vehicle for members of the University community.

The name “Genesis” came from Dr Steven Kong of PAO, who won the first

prize in a naming contest. The runner-up was the then Personnel Director, Mr

Chi Ying Yip, whose submission was “TRUST”. Both winners received a T-shirt

bearing the names they proposed.

In the early days, Genesis covered University news as well as

announcements from the University and the Staff Social Club. There were several

regular columns, including “On the Light Side” contributed by Prof Peter Dobson,

Associate Vice-President for Academic Affairs (then Director of Planning and

Coordination). This light-hearted column has become Genesis’  longest running

column although Prof Dobson only has time to contribute intermittently these

days due to his busy schedule.

In March 1991, Genesis began to carry its first Chinese section. The

newsletter maintains a good balance of Chinese and English contents today.

The print run of Genesis has expanded as the population of the University

community continues to grow. The circulation size to date reaches 23,500 copies.

In addition to faculty, staff and students on campus, Genes is is also sent to alumni,

Court and Council members, close to 500 secondary schools and the local media.

�� !"#$10th Anniversary Profiles
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Senior Editor  Barbara Yang
Editors  Ann Galpin, Bosco Wong

Contributors Sally Course, Steven Kong,
Helen Lo, Amy Yap

Design & Production  Publishing Technology Center

Genesis is published by the Office of
University Development and Public Affairs to keep
members of the HKUST community in touch with

University news and views.

The next issue of Genesis will be published on
4 July 2001. Contributions are welcome

but must be received at least three weeks before
publication date either by fax at 2358-0537, or by

email at genesis@ust.hk.

© 2001 by Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology.  All rights reserved.
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G E N E S I S
http://www.ust.hk/genesis

Home Affairs
Dr Kee-Hong Bae (FINA) is happy to announce
the birth of a son, Yohan Bae, on 18 February
2001.

Ms Elsie Roopa Christopher (LANG) is happy to
announce the brith of a son, Julian Anand Lam,
on 5 March 2001.

•

•

�� !"#$%&'OMMN�O�NU�� !

�� !vçÜ~å=_~É�

�� !=bäëáÉ=oççé~=`ÜêáëíçéÜÉê=�=OMMN�

P�R�� !"#$� gìäá~å=^å~åÇ=i~ã�

�� !"

•

•

�� !

�� !"#$$%&"'()*

�� R�NT�

�� !"#$

�� 

R�P�=��T�

�� !"#$%&

�� 

R�U�=��N��O�

�� !"��� !"#$%

�� 

R�NN�=��T�

píÉéÜÉå=cê~ãáä==�� !"

�� 

Campus Calendar

Until 17 May
Water Color Exhibit by Guo Run Lin

Exposition Hall

3 May 7 pm
Wind Ensemble Annual Performance

Exposition Hall

8 May 1 - 2 pm
Guitar New Age — Stephen Chau Guitar Recital

Exposition Hall

11 May 7 pm
Cello Recital — Stephen Framil

Exposition Hall
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