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The greening of campus

As Hong Kong’s ‘movers and shakers’
rally support for environmental pro-
tection policies, Genesis takes an

objective look at the green initiatives already
in place at HKUST and finds a pretty impres-
sive track record of  environmental
responsibility. Perhaps even more encourag-
ing is that the concern seems to be shared by
a broad spectrum of HKUST stakeholders—
f ro m  s t u d e nt s  t h rou g h  t o  s e n i o r
administrators.

The practical management of HKUST’s
environment is largely under the care of the Safety
and Environmental Protection Office (SEPO)
and Estates Management Office (EMO), with
support from colleagues in the Campus Services
Office (CSO), Information Systems Office (ISO)
and Purchasing Office (PURO). Thanks to the
efforts of highly qualified and motivated staff
within these departments—and generous policy
guidance and technical support from environ-
mentally minded faculty—the Administrative
and Business Branch has adopted a culture of
continuous improvement with regard to
HKUST’s performance on environmental
matters.

Major undertakings in recent years
include: energy savings (discussed further
on); the early replacement and compliant re-

cycling of ozone-depleting fire extinguishants
and chlorofluorocarbon (CFC) refrigerants;
implementation of the online Chemical Ex-
change Program to minimize the volume of
chemical waste resulting from scientific
research; and upgrading the campus grease
traps to comply with Environmental Protec-
tion Department (EPD) standards.

Such initiatives offer far-reaching benefits
both to the quality of campus life and Hong
Kong’s environment, yet go largely unseen.
“Green facilities management is not glamor-
ous—80% of our initiatives are implemented

‘behind the scenes’ and without
fanfare. It takes sweat and effort,
a constant iterative approach,
and proactive, forward-think-

ing staff. The issues are sometimes complex,
and a balance must be maintained between
cost-effectiveness and environmental benefit,
” explains SEPO Environmental Protection
Engineer, Dr Peter Swearengen.

Fortunately, what is good for the environ-
ment can often make financial sense. EMO
achieved cost savings of over HK$4.6 million
in 1999 as a result of initiatives such as an en-
ergy saving performance contract with
Honeywell, a lighting retrofit and switching
over to roll-type dispensers for toilet paper
and paper towels (using recycled products) in
campus toilets. The latter has reduced the vol-
ume of paper towels consumed by 37%.

Community involvement is another key
factor in the viability of any green program.
“We have received tremendous support for the
available schemes from our colleagues, stu-
dents and contractors, and we are counting
on this partnership to take our environmen-
tal initiatives still further as we start the new
semester. We welcome suggestions and feed-
back from the HKUST community. My basic
philosophy is that every small step helps,” says
CSO Director, Mrs Vivien Cheung.

Green cents: The Coffee
Shop offers patrons a
50-cent rebate if they
bring their own cup,
and sugar dispensers
reduce the use of indi-
v i d u a l l y  p a c k a g e d
condiments. LG5 Food
Court limits the use of
disposable containers
to take-away meals.

Eco chic: student group Promo-
tion for Environmental Protection
Awareness (PEPA) organizes an
offbeat fashion show as part of
their Recycling Experience Day.
HKUST students promote green
action through PEPA and the
HKUSTSU Nature Club, and the
Students’ Festival in February fea-
tured an exhibition on ocean
ecology.

“Recycling initiatives are a small but practi-
cal way for all of us to contribute to waste
reduction—an  imperative as Hong Kong’s
landfills run out,” said HKUST Council Mem-
ber the Hon Ms Christine Loh at the launch
of campus Waste Recycling Stations on 26
May. HKUST has collected paper for recy-
cling since it opened in 1991, and paper re-
covery rates now average 10,000 kg per
month. Additional bins for aluminum and
plastic have been introduced at convenient
collection points in the Atrium, LG5 and
campus residences.

E is green: ISO has helped create an
administrative e-culture of electronic
communication, forms and filing leading
to significant paper savings; and pro-
motes green consciousness through ani-
mated ‘pop-ups’ on the AB intranet.
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Four university–secondary school col-
laborative projects initiated by HKUST
faculty and staff members have been

awarded a total of HK$6.655 million in the
third round of Quality Education Fund (QEF)
grants. The results were announced on 29 May
by the Quality Education Fund Steering Com-
mittee, which is set up by the Education Com-
mission of the Hong Kong SAR Government
to advise on the policies and procedures re-
garding the operation of the QEF.

The major objective of QEF is to finance
projects for the promotion of quality educa-
tion in Hong Kong. It provides an effective
channel for funding projects of benefit to the
primary and secondary education sectors.

The successful HKUST projects are:
“Online mathematics education in secondary
schools—An exploratory study” led by Center
for Enhanced Learning and Teaching (CELT)
Director Dr Grace Au, which was awarded a

grant of HK$3.5 million; “Effective learning
of English pronunciation via speech recogni-
tion technology” led by Associate Professor
Brian K W Mak (COMP), which was awarded
HK$1.57 million; “Promotion of environ-
mental protection awareness in quality edu-
cation” led by Assistant Professor Albert C H
Yu (BIOL), which was awarded a grant of
HK$1.2 million; and “Teaching integrated
s c i e n c e  w it h  a  que s t i on - ce nte re d
approach” led by Prof Michael K Y Wong
(PHYS), which was awarded HK$385,000.

All four projects involve collaborations
with local secondary schools. “These projects
represent part of HKUST’s effort to contrib-
ute to the enhancement of basic education in
Hong Kong,” comments Prof Tony Eastham
(AVP-RD). “We believe that working hand-
in-hand with secondary school educators will
help bridge the gap between Hong Kong’s
universities and secondary schools.”

Funding for quality education

In the past two months, HKUST’s campus
has received visits from a number of
honorable local and international guests,

including the Hon Mr Tung Chee Hwa, Chief
Executive of the Hong Kong SAR; Ms Wei Yu,
China’s Vice-Minister of Education; Mr Peter
Cheung, Secretary-General of the Hong Kong
SAR Government’s University Grants Com-
mittee (UGC); and Prof Danielle Olivier,
President of the Paris Institute of Technology
(ParisTech), a conglomeration of Paris’s nine
most prestigious engineering schools (the
‘grandes écoles’).

Chief Executive Mr Tung Chee Hwa (right
in above photo) paid his annual visit to
HKUST as Chancellor of the University on 9
June. He met members of the University Sen-
ate and postgraduate student representatives
in two separate private sessions to exchange
views on a wide range of subjects, including
education reform and Hong Kong’s
competitiveness. In his opening remarks to
both groups, Mr Tung applauded HKUST’s
contributions towards the transformation of
Hong Kong into a knowledge-based society.
He said, “Ten years ago when HKUST was
officially opened, most local people did not
appreciate the importance of developments in
science and technology. I am pleased to see
that in the past two years Hong Kong people
have began to recognize the importance of in-
novation and technology to Hong Kong’s
economy and society.”

In the course of his visit, the Chief Execu-
tive also officiated at the inauguration of the
University’s CLP Power Wind/Wave Tunnel
Facility, which is named in honor of its prin-
c i p a l  c o r p o r at e
donor, CLP Power
Hong Kong Ltd.

China’s  Vice-
M i n i s t e r  o f
Education, Ms Wei
Yu (far right in photo
at bottom left), and
the Vice-Director of
the Ministry of Edu-
cation’s Department
o f  S c i e n c e  a n d
Technology, Mr Xie
Huanzhong, visited
HKUST on 17 May.
The visit began with a warm welcome lunch
hosted by the University’s Council Chairman,
Dr Vincent Lo, and President Chia-Wei Woo.
They were joined by University’s senior
administrators, including the three Vice-
Presidents, four Deans, an associate dean and
Director of the Planning and Coordination
Office.In addition to roundtable talks with
University administrators and a tour of vari-
ous research facilities, Ms Wei also met Main-
land postgraduates and undergraduates who
have been admitted to HKUST through a pro-
gram jointly administered with the Ministry

of Education.
The UGC Secre-

tary-General, Mr Pe-
ter Cheung (far right
in photo at top right),
and Assistant Secre-
tar y-General, Mr
Martin Siu, came to
the University on 12
June on a familiariza-
tion visit.

ParisTech President, Prof Danielle Olivier
(in photo with President Woo above), visited
HKUST on 24 May. During her visit, she met
Prof Tony Eastham, Prof Gary Heinke, Prof
Wilson Tang,  Prof Po Lock Yue, Prof
Christopher Leung, Prof Yung Hou Wong,
and Dr Ming Fang to discuss the student in-
ternship program as well as ways to widen the
scope of existing research collaborations be-
tween HKUST and ParisTech. Prof Olivier is
also President of  the Ecole Nationale
Supérieure de Chimie de Paris (ENSCP), a
member of ParisTech.

Special guests on campus
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The third of June saw the graduation of
the first intake of students from
HKUST’s new Graduate Diploma in

Transportation Logistics Management (TLM)
program.

Launched in July 1999, the one-year, part-
time program is designed for transport, lo-
gistics and distribution professionals who
want to get abreast of the latest trends and con-
temporary practices in the continuously
evolving global logistics business. ‘Hot’ topics
covered include supply chain management,
outsourcing, third party logistics and, of
course, the impact of e-commerce and inno-
vative computer applications on flow manage-
ment and logistics.

“The program covers both engineering
and management aspects in order to equip
participants to deal with the increasingly so-
phisticated high-tech operations environment
and gain broader perspectives on the
competitive, fast-changing business environ-
ment as well,” explains Program Director, As-
sociate Professor Raymond Cheung (IEEM).
“Similarly, issues are examined both from the
global perspective and also in terms of the lo-
cal context—that is, Hong Kong’s vital role as
the re-export and transshipment gateway be-

tween South China and the rest of the world.”
The modules are taught by TLM experts

from HKUST’s Departments of Industrial En-
gineering and Engineering Management, and
Information and Systems Management, and
guest speakers from leading universities in the
Chinese Mainland and the US. Classes are sched-
uled at weekends to minimize interruption to the
participants’ normal working schedules.

The demand for this level of executive
TLM education in Hong Kong is clearly there.
The 32 managers and engineers who enrolled
in the first intake have an average of 11 years’
professional experience under their belts, and
are typically working in mid to senior man-
agement positions for industry leaders such
as DHL, Hong Kong Air Cargo Terminals
Limited (HACTL), Jardine, Maersk, NEC,
Philips, Schenker and UPS.

Feedback from the fresh graduates is
positive too. “After working in the freight for-
warding business for 23 years, I found this
course very refreshing and interesting. Logis-
tics is the future of the transportation indus-
try and the HKUST Graduate Diploma in
Transportation Logistics Management provides
good coverage of today’s challenges,” says Mr
Tomas Sonntag, General Manager – Airfreight

Fast trackers

at Schenker International (HK) Limited.
Ms Jennifer Mak, Global Supply Chain

Manager at Maersk Logistics Hong Kong Lim-
ited  “really learnt a lot from the modules on
manufacturing resource planning transport
operations and transport in China.”

The opportunity for networking and
community building was another plus cited.
“The shared experience of the other participants,
coupled with outstanding teaching, really
broadened my views of transportation and our
exchanges are continuing beyond the
classroom,” reports Ms Remy Beatrice, Sen-
ior Consultant at Lemon (HK) Ltd.

Several program graduates have ex-
pressed a strong interest in continuing on to
the new Master of Technology Management
program in Global Logistics Management that
is due to start in early 2001.

Over 130 neuroscientists from Europe,
North America and the Asia-Pacific
region converged at HKUST from

4 to 9 June for a Gordon Research Conference
(GRC) on Molecular and Cellular Neurobiol-
ogy. The Conference was chaired by Dr Yi
Rao, Assistant Professor of Neurobiology at
Washington University School of Medicine,
USA, and vice-chaired by HKUST’s Prof
Nancy Ip (BICH). It was the first Gordon con-
ference held at HKUST, which has been cho-
sen by the GRC secretariat as a permanent
Gordon operating site in Asia.

“Our goal in organizing this Gordon Con-
ference was to provide a unique opportunity
for neuroscientists from Europe, North
America and the Asia-Pacific region to com-
municate recent scientific findings, stimulate
new research directions, and explore possi-
bilities for both international and interdisci-
plinary collaboration,” says Prof Rao.

“Holding such a high-level international
conference at HKUST provides an opportu-
nity for Hong Kong to promote its unique re-
search strengths and create new avenues for
scientific exchange with cellular and molecu-

lar neurobiologists from different countries
and regions,” adds Prof Ip.

In keeping with the 69-year old traditions
of the prestigious Gordon Conferences, all
discussions in the week-long program were
informal and off-the-record to encourage
open communication about frontier neuro-
science research and developments. Many
conference attendees cite this ‘no disclosure’
condition as a major contributing factor to the
Gordon Conferences’ reputation for scientific
excellence and integrity among the world’s sci-
entific community.

“There is a unique ‘no holds barred’ atmos-
phere at Gordon Conferences. Impromptu
discussions inspired by the scheduled talks and
poster presentations will often run into the early
hours of the morning. At the end of the week,
you tend to come away short on sleep but
invigorated by news of major advances and
new directions in your field,” says Dr Bai Lu
of the US National Institutes of Health.

“Confidentiality is maintained to ensure
that, even in today’s information age, Gordon
Conferences are conducted in the spirit of
pure scientific enquiry envisaged by Prof Neil

Gordon who convened the first conference in
1931 at Johns Hopkins University in
Baltimore,” adds GRC Program Manager, Ms
Gerri Miceli.

GRCs typically take at least 18 months to
organize. HKUST’s Molecular Neuroscience
Center team is already working on the next
Gordon Conference on Molecular and Cellu-
lar Neurobiology at HKUST, which Prof Ip
will chair in 2002.

Neuro interactions at Gordon Conference

The first Gordon Conference held at HKUST
was chaired Dr Yi Rao of Washington Uni-
versity School of Medicine, USA (right) and
vice-chaired by HKUST’s own Prof Nancy Ip.

The new transport logistics management
graduate diploma holders and engineering
faculty.
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The Tuen Ng (Dragon Boat) Festival
marks the start of summer according
to Chinese  tradition. As the tempera-

tures soared, HKUST community members
took to the water for Hong Kong’s annual
dragon boat races.

The HKUST Staff Teams participated in
dragon boat regattas at Mui Wo, Lantau Island
on 4 June and Sai Kung on 6 June—the actual
date of the Dragon Boat Festival this year
(being the fifth day of the fifth month in the
Chinese calendar). Sponsored by the HKUST

Dragon boat frolics
Staff Social Club and Campus Services
Office, the HKUST Staff Teams welcome
alumni, family members, and friends as
well as faculty and staff. This year they put
up teams for both the men’s and women’s
big (20-person) and small (eight-person)
boat races.

Cheered on by a good turn out of
friends and supporters from the Staff So-
cial Club, including Mr Paul Bolton (VP-
AB), Prof Nelson Cue (AVP-AA) and Dr
Grace Au (CELT) and their families, the teams

achieved some of their best results yet
in the Sai Kung District Dragon Boat
Race. They made the finals of three
events, and the men’s small boat came
second in the Tseung Kwan O Cup
Men’s Mini Dragon Boat Open
Championship Race. This was no
mean feat considering the extremely
fit and experienced competition put
forward by the likes of KMB and the
local fishermen’s associations.

However, HKUST Staff Team
dragon boating is not just about win-
ning. It’s about team spirit, physical ef-
fort and having fun. “The dragon boat
practices and races are the ideal
spring-time outdoor activity—the
weather is usually great, we get a
chance to get out on the beautiful Sai

Early June saw four other members of the
HKUST community enjoying a very
different style of boat race off Hamil-

ton Island, Australia. As part of an eight-
woman team from the South China Sea
Outrigger Canoe Club, they found themselves
paddling through two-meter swells against in-
ternational ‘power’
t e a m s  f r o m
California, Hawaii
and Australia in the
Coca Cola Outrigger
Cup, one  of  t he
world’s most chal-
lenging outrigger ca-
noeing regattas.

The South China
Sea Outrigger Canoe
Club teams came in
eighth out of 35 teams
in the 16 km Women’s Open and 10th out of
17 teams in the 42 km Hamilton Island Cup
race. “This was great result. We were racing

Riding the waves

against some of the best paddlers in the world.
As a small team from Hong Kong, we came
out of ‘no where’ in terms of international out-
rigger canoe racing,” explains HKUST
paddler, Dr Virginia Unkefer (OCGA).

“Outrigger canoeing, or paddling as it’s
also known, is an exhilarating sport, especially

in the big seas around
Australia. The South
China Sea Outrigger
Canoe Club practices
out of Pak Sha Wan,
so it’s very convenient
for HKUST,” she
adds. Perhaps this is
why it has already at-
tracted several mem-
bers  from HKUST
including the three
other Hamilton Is-

land racers, Assistant Professor Anne Lytle
(MGTO), Dr Tina Morris (BICH) and Ms
Louise Liu (HKUST family member).

Kung and Lantau waters. And thanks to the
Social Club, and especially Michael [Cheng],
it's all well organized. I hope this year's great
results will encourage more folk from our
community to join us next time. It’s a great
opportunity for all HKUST staff and alumni
to engage in a fun, team-oriented outdoors ac-
tivity,” says team member Assistant Professor
Ajay Joneja (IEEM). Ajay and his wife, Kitty
Chow, are so enthusiastic that they press-
ganged a friend who was visiting from the
University of Maryland, USA, to row in the
Sai Kung races after only one day of practice
and with no prior dragon boat experience.

“The dragon boat races have brought me
so many good memories this year. I can still
hear Michael Chung [CIVL] shouting ‘Give
me ten strokes’ during the men’s small boat
final. Making the first runner up in that race
was really encouraging,” says team coach/or-
ganizer Mr Michael Cheng (PURO).

Champion strokes: The HKUSTSU Dragon Boat Team
competed in the Hong Kong International Dragon
Boat Races 2000 at Sha Tin on 11 June. The 30-
member team’s morale soared when they won the
Post-Secondary Class Championship title.

Recruiting a new president
Dr Steven Poon, Chairman of the

Search Committee that will conduct a
world-wide search for the successor to
President Chia-Wei Woo, has assured
student representatives that they will be
consulted on and informed about progress
in the search for a new president.

At a meeting with members of the
Executive Committee of the HKUST
Students’ Union (SU) on 31 May, Dr
Poon said he would conduct at least six
consultative meetings with the SU dur-
ing the nine-month search period. Dr
Vincent Lo, the University’s Council
Chairman, and President Woo were also
present at the meeting.

Due to reasons of confidentiality, Dr
Poon did not accept the SU's request for
re pre s e nt at i on  o n  t h e  S e a rch
Committee. SU President, Ms Germaine
Chan, said she was satisfied that student
voices would be heard.

News Bite

HKUSTStaff Team members enjoying the dragon
boat regatta at Mui Wo.
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Campus Calendar
Until 23 Jul 7:30 am - 10:30 pm
Hong Kong Artists Series:

Photography by So Hing Keung
University Center Gallery

Until end of Oct
Ju Ming Sculpture Exhibition (Open-air Exhibition)

LG7 Lawn

11 Jul 1-2 pm
"The New York Digital Salon:

An International Computer Art
and Animation Exhibition"– Talk by Bruce Wands

Cheung On Tak Lecture Theater

13 Jul 1-2 pm
Little Musician: Guzheng & Erhu Concert

by Arts of Guzheng Academy
Exposition Hall

15 - 21 Jul
Chinese Painting Millennium Tour Exhibition

Opening Ceremony: 14 Jul, 4:30 pm
1-5 pm (Mon - Fri)

10 am - 6 pm (Sat & Sun)
Exposition Hall
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Home Affairs
�=Ms Man Yee Ng (SAO) announces the birth

of a son, Wong Kwun Pok, on 11 April 2000.
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Editors  Mandy Cheung, Ann Galpin,
Jacky Tsang, Bosco Wong

Contributor  Bernard Cheung
Design & Production

Publishing Technology Center

Genesis is published by the Office of
University Development and Public Affairs to keep
members of the HKUST community in touch with

University news and views.

The next issue of Genesis will be published on
2 August 2000. Contributions are welcome,

but must be received at least two weeks before
publication date either by fax at 2358-0537, or by

email to genesis@ust.hk.

© 2000 by Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology.  All rights reserved.
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New T-shirts embroidered with
“HKUST” letters from $50
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Payday
Salaries will be paid on 27 July.
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