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SAO outlines future of catering facilities on campus 

Catering questions raise the issue of an 
HKUST staff club 

When Phase II construction is complete (early 
1993), five catering facilities will be available on 
campus. The University, through the Office of 
Student Affairs, will manage three of the facilities; 
the other two may be managed by self-governing 
bodies of staff members. 

The catering facilities to be provided when the 
student population grows to 7 ,000 will include the 
1,800-seat Student Canteen on LG5 and LG7, the 
600-seat facility on LG 1 (previously the student 
canteen, now being used as a student centre), the 
250-seat Staff Restaurant on G/F, and a 100-seat 
coffee shop along the academic concourse which is 
being built as part of Phase II. 

At present, with a student population of 
approximately 2,250, catering service is provided in 
theStaffRestaurant(G/F) and on LG7 of the Student 
Canteen with 1,000 seats. In 1993/94 when the 
student population will be around 4,000, the Student 
Canteen will expand its operations onto LG5, 
operating with a total of 1,800 seats on both floors. 
According to Luke Wong, Director of Student Affairs, 
the services on LG5 will be more up-market and will 
likely include a 100-seat Student Restaurant still to 
be partitioned. 

Staff catering arrangements 

The contract for the Staff Restaurant is for two 
years and will expire by September 1993. The 
contract was intentionally kept short in order to 
create the opportunity for staff to become directly 
involved in the operation of this facility . In the initial 
years of the University, when there have been rela
tively few staff members, SAO has taken on the task 
of operating the Staff Restaurant as a matter of 
convenience in view of its responsibilities with 
regard to student catering. 

From September 1993, other arrangements can 
be made. One proposal is that the Staff Restaurant 
(and the LG 1 facility) could be managed by a self
governing body such as a staff club, a practice 
common on other campuses in Hong Kong and 
around the world. A committee of the club, compris
ing people specifically interested in catering, could 
run the restaurant. According to PVC-AB Ian 
Macpherson, "The first step is to find outif such 
interest does exist. [The second step is to determine] 
if it can be organised to take over from the existing 
franchise-holder by next September." 

With these goals in mind, the Administration is 
planning to send out a circular inviting expression of 
interest, followed by a meeting called by the Direc
tor of Student Affairs. 

If the self-governing body so wishes, it may take 
over the operation of the facilities on LG 1 and G/F 
and perhaps also the Phase II coffee shop. 
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Staff Introductions 

Library October 1992 

Erica Wong Lai-yung, EOI. Born 2 
December in HK; single. Graduated 
from CUHK with a BSocSci, having 
majored in Social Work and minored 
in Chinese Language and Literature. 
After graduating she entered the field 
of her major, working for a voluntary 
agency. Later she became an Adminis
trative Assistant in the Student Affairs 
Office of City Poly. 

Ms Wong joined HKUST in September 1991. Here she 
handles administrative duties in the general office of the Library 
and assists the director. 

In her spare time, Ms Wong plays badminton and squash. 

Daniel Fan Cheong-lun, EOII. Born 
17 September in HK; single. Gradu
ated from McMaster U. (Canada) with 
a BA and from U. of Windsor (Canada) 
with an MA, both in Psychology. Upon 
returning to HK, Mr Fan worked in the 
Cataloguing Section ofHKU's library. 
He joined HKUST in September 1991. 
As a member of the Acquisitions Sec
tion, he helps order materials-par

ticularly books-and supervises other staff in the section. 
Mr Fan enjoys quiet hobbies which include reading novels, 

listening to soft music, and-recently-weight training. 

· William Ko l(jt-ming, EOII. Born 19 
January in HK; single. After graduat
ing from secondary school, Mr Ko 
worked for the British Council Li
brary, and then left to earn a BSc in 
Information Science at Leeds Poly
technic. After returning to HK last 
year, Mr Ko worked for the MTRC's 
Learning Resource Centre. He has just 
joined HKUST, and works in the Ac-

quisitions Section, primarily with serials. 
As for hobbies, Mr Ko claims he is a quiet person, and 

mainly enjoys listening to the radio. 

May Leung, EOII. Born 18 October in 
HK; married. She has just completed a 
part-time BA in Chinese and English 
Languages at CUHK. Since leaving 
secondary school , Ms Leung has 
worked at CU's library as a Library 
Assistant and at the AP A library as a 
Senior Clerk. She joined HKUST on 1 
September 1992. She mainly works in 
the Reserve Section, and is finding the 

high-tech nature of library operations here quite a change from 
her earlier positions. 

For fun, Ms Leung enjoys TV, video, and light pop music. 

Shirley Chan Leung Siu-ling, EOII. 
Born 21 July in HK; married with two 
sons, aged 9Yi years and one year old. 
Graduated from CUHK with a BA in 
Chinese Literature and Language. After 
graduating she taught secondary school 
until emigrating to Canada. There she 
earned a Dip!. in Library and Informa
tion Technology. 

Back in HK, Mrs Leung worked in 
several libraries before joining HKUST in September 1990. 
Here she divides her time between Interlibrary Loans and the 
Information Desk. 

Mrs Leung's favourite pastime is reading. 

Cecil Lo, EOII. Born 19 May in HK; 
engaged to be married in December. 
Graduated from CUHK with a BA in 
Religion. Subsequently he taught sec
ondary school for two years, then re
turned to academia, first working as a 
Research Assistant and then complet
ing an MPhil, both in the Religion Dept 
at CUHK. His research focused on Tao
ism. Mr Lo joined HKUST in August 
1992 as stack manager. 

Mr Lo is a Tae Kwon Do enthusiast (green belt), and enjoys 
swimming and football. 

Haven Tso Hei-wan, EOII. Born 1 
November in HK; single. Graduated 
from the HK Poly with a BA(Honours) 
in Language and Communication. He 
joined HKUST in August 1991 as a 
fresh graduate. Here he works in the 
Library ' s Circulation Department, 
maintaining patron records, handling 
circulation, giving tours, and explain
ing Library policies to patrons. 

In his spare time Mr Tso enjoys nothing more than a good 
cartoon-Walt Disney and Japanese are his favourites . 

Daisy Tung Sai-yi, EOII. Born 15 Au
gust in HK; single. Graduated from 
CUHK with a major in Philosophy, and 
from U. Wales (UK) with a postgradu
ate diploma in Librarianship. During 
her career, Ms Tung has worked for the 
Po Leung Kuk organisation as an Edu
cation Assistant, for the City Poly as an 
Administrative Assistant, and for Shue 
Yan College as a librarian. She joined 
HKUST in January 1991, and now works in the Collection 
Development Depa.rtment. 

Ms Tung enjoys jogging, hiking, dancing, and swimming in 
her spare time-"trying to keep young!" she says. 
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QUESTIONS? 

D According to EMO's furniture request form, lecturers, 
personal secretaries and clerical staff all receive the same 
size desk (l.6w). Is this appropriate in view of the serious 
space problems many offices have? 

Director of Estates Management, Mike Hudson, responds 
with three comments. First, he points out that current space 
limitations are temporary. After Phase II facilities are available 
in February 1993, offices will not be so cramped. Second, he 
observes that the 1.6 m desk suits most people: clerical staff often 
need a larger desk than lecturers because they have very little 
other storage space. Hence their desks must accomodate what
ever equipment they use while lecturers have other storage 
space. Nevertheless, EMO does have smaller desks available
measuring 1.4 m and 1.2 m-and the request form is being 
modified to show these other options. 

D Lift ventilation seems very poor. Is there any way to 
improve it? 

Mike Hudson replies that he has received quite a few com
plaints this year about lift ventilation, in contrast to virtually 
none last year. The problem, he says, is the poor design of the 
ventilation openings and the fact that the lift lobbies are not air 
conditioned, a standard practice in all UPGC institutions. The 
lift manufacturer has been asked to redesign the ventilation fan 
and openings, and is now preparing a sample. Modifying the 
system will then be relatively straight forward and will certainly 
be completed before next summer. Meanwhile, Mr Hudson 
notes that the situation will improve naturally as the weather 
cools. 

D What measures are taken by the Personnel Office to keep 
the personal files of staff confidential? 

The Personnel Office follows professional standards in the 
handling of the files. Within the Personnel Office, only those 
who need to work with staff records have access to them. All 
staff handling personnel records are instructed to protect strictly 
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the confidentiality of these records and handle them according! y. 

D Is the University going to purchase a satellite dish? If so, 
when, and will it be available for use in classrooms and staff/ 
student residences? 

Mike Hudson replies: "As far as I am aware the University 
has no plans to BUY a satellite dish. EMO has called for 
proposals for companies to install a dish on the basis that the 
residents of both junior and senior staff quarters who wish to 
receive Star TV will cover all costs by paying a monthly charge. 
The response to the tenders is very disappointing with not one of 
the five biggest HK companies replying. We are not put off and 
hope to get at least two proposals by mid-October. We will then 
organise a residents' meeting to test the response to the proposal. 
If there is sufficient interest to make the proposal financially 
viable we will place an order. It will only be possible to talk about 
delivery and installation times when a suitable vendor has been 
identified. 

"This is a system solely for staff residents. It stands alone and 
therefore makes the cost of the system easily distributed amongst 
the users. Any requirements related to teaching or research 
should be discussed with ETC." 

D Are there any plans for a flat grassy area on campus 
where kids can run around and play? What are the plans for 
the grassy area below the carpark/outside the basketball 
court? 

Apparently, there are no plans for a children's playing field. 
Mike Hudson replies: "Under the overall masterplan for 

Phases I, II and III all formed platforms (i.e., all the flat bits) are 
to be built on. Until funding is available to start Phase III they 
will be left in the condition that the Jockey Club hands them over 
to us, i.e., roughly formed and grassed over to contain erosion 
and prevent dust clouds. EMO will have the grass cut but it will 
be far from a bowling green! The area near the carpark is no 
different. If kids want to play there they can." 

~ TRANSPORT NEWS ~ 

Monthly passes to be abolished; number of buses to remain stable 
In a meeting on 28 September, the Staff Bus Service User Group has advised the Administration to abolish monthly passes for 

staff buses and to keep the number of buses on all routes the same. 
In recent months, the monthly passes have been causing problems, both for users and the bus company. As buses are frequently 

full on the homeward journey, drivers have tried to reserve places for monthly pass-holders, but this has been difficult and inevitably 
some people are disappointed. Meanwhile, the discounted monthly passes have not filled their intended purposes in facilitating 
planning because only 15% of those using the buses buy a monthly pass. Given the circumstances, the User Group has advised that 
monthly passes be abolished with effect from 1 November 1992; subsequently all passengers will use daily tickets. 

The second major issue facing the Group was the question of adding additional buses to existing routes as staff have been unable 
at various times to obtain a seat on buses. It appears that overcrowding mainly occurs in the evening because staff who come to the 
campus in the morning by one route leave by another route-not returning home. The Group believes that the University's first duty 
is to ensure that staff get to and from home; hence that adding buses cannot be justified when the demand for return trips is so unstable. 
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知，大學並沒有計劃購買碟形衛星天

線。校產管理處只要求一些公司提出

建議，為校園安裝碟形天線，而校內

高級及一般職員宿舍內有意收看衛星

電視的住戶均需按月繳交一切成本費

用。投標的反應令人十分失望。香港

最大的五間同類公司，全部沒有回應

。我們將繼續進行這事，並希望於十

月中前起碼有兩項投標建議﹔隨後亦

將主辦一個住戶大會，了解住戶對建

議的意見。如果有足夠的住戶對此感

興趣，令這計劃在財政上可行，我們

便著手訂購有關項目。當我們找到適

合的供應商後，才能討論何時送貨及

安裝的問題。」

「整套系統只為教職員住戶而設

。它是獨立的，故此系統的成本費用

較易由用戶所分擔。任何與教學及研

究有關的要求，可與教學技術中心討

論。」

問：現時多個辦公室的空間均嚴重不足，

但據校產管理處的傢具設備申請表，

大學的私人秘書及文員均與講師同用
一樣大小（1.6 公尺）的桌子，這是否恰

當呢？

答：校產管理處處長克遜對此有三點意見

。第一，現時的地方不足情況只屬暫

時性，當大學第二期設施於九三年二

月可敷應用時，辦公室內便不會像現

在般擠迫了。其次， 1.6 公尺的桌子適
合大部份人 ： 文員常比講師需要更大

的桌子，原因是文員只有很小的儲物

空間，他們的桌子常需擺上如電腦等

文儀用品﹔但講師則有其他空位放置

書本及文儀器材。不過，校產管理處

也備有 1.4 公尺及 1.2 公尺較小的桌子，
現時該處正修改傢具設備申請表，讓

申請人可以得到更多選擇。

問：升降機的通風設備似乎很差，有沒有

方法改進一下 T 問：校園內是否會有些平坦土地讓小孩子

玩耍？在停車場下籃球埸旁的草地將

作何用 T
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答：校產管理處克遜回答說，他今年收過

一些關於升降機通風系統的投訴，但

去年則全無投訴。他說，問題的出現

是在於通風口的設計上。此外，升降

機大堂亦沒有空氣調節，但這是所有

由大學及理工教育資助委員會資助的

大專院校的正常情況。克遜說：「這

雖然不太好，但仍然操作得不錯。」

他曾要求升降機製造商重新設計升降

機抽氣扇及通風口，現時正等待其樣

本。改進整個系統將是相對地直接了

當的。克遜表示當天氣逐漸轉冷時，

情況會自然好轉﹔而改善工程肯定會

於明年夏季前完成。

「就我所

問：人事處有甚麼措施把個人檔案保密？

答：人事處依足專業標準辦事。在人事處
內，只有處理有關人事檔案的職員，

才能接觸到這些資料，同時處理人事

紀錄的職員均被指示須嚴格保密此類

紀錄。

問：大學是否準備購買碟形衛星天線？若

是，那是甚麼時候 T 課室和職員學生

宿舍能否使用該天線？

答：校產管理處處長克遜表示：
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From July through December, HKUST faculty are delivering a 
series of free popular science lectures at the Hong Kong Science 
Museum. In the upcoming lecture on 25 October, Dr Chun-tao 
CHE (Chemistry) will describe how new drugs are discovered 
and developed from Chinese medicinal herbs. The lecture will 
be given in English. Free admission tickets will be available at 
Hong Kong Science Museum Information Counter two weeks 
before the lecture. 

Chinese Medicine: From Ben Cao to New Drug 
Development 
Lecture by C/11111-tao Che (Lecturer, Chemistry) 
11 :00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., Sunday, 25 October 
Lecture Hall, Hong Kong Science Museum, 2 Science Rd, Tsimshatsui East 

Chinese medicine has a long history and strong theoretical 
foundation; herbs have been and continue to be an important 
aspect of therapy. In recent decades these herbs have attracted 
the attention of the West, particularly the food, biomedical and 
pharmaceutical industries, as potential sources of new foods and 
drugs. 

Research on Chinese medicinal herbs involves interdisci
plinary efforts in the fields of botany, chemistry, biochemistry, 
pharmacology, and ethnomedicine; field work, laboratory ex
periments as well as clinical studies are required. Currently, most 
of this research has one of two basic goals: Either to improve the 
traditional medical system through the application of modern 
scientific technologies; or to discover pure compounds in the 
hope of using them as pharmaceutical agents . In both cases, 
researchers must identify the plants involved; locate sources for 
experimental work; and verify the efficacy and safety of tradi
tional preparations. Many strategies have been used to discover 
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new and effective plant-derived chemical agents for pharmaceu
tical applications. 

In this lecture, a general sequence for the study of Chinese 
herbal medicine will be discussed, with specific examples to 
illustrate the importance of each step. The process begins with a 
critical review of data in ancient medicinal treatises (e.g., the Ben 
Cao), followed by pharmacological evaluation, including safety 
tests, of the individual plants and multi-component preparations. 
Active principles are identified and biologically evaluated, and 
standardised extracts or purified compounds are prepared for 
clinical studies. Finally, formulation and methods of industrial 
production are considered. 
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I SCHOOL NEWS I 

Acting appointments in all Schools announced 

Professor S.D. Kung, Acting PVC-Academic Affairs has 
announced the following acting appointments. 

Acting Dean of Science: Professor Nelson Cue 
Professor N. Cue has been appointed Acting Dean of Science 

in addition to his own duties as Professor and Head of the 
Department of Physics for the period from 3 September 1992 to 
2 March 1993, oruntil S .D. Kung resumes responsibility as Dean 
of Science or a new Dean of Science is in post, whichever comes 
earlier. 

Acting Dean of the School of Humanities and Social Science: 
Professor Hong Hsu 

Professor H. Hsu has · been appointed Acting Dean of the 
School of Humanities and Social Science in addition to his duties 
as Head of Di vision of Humanities and Professor of History for 
the period from 15 August 1992 to 14 February 141993, or until 
a new Dean of Humanities and Social Science is in post, 
whichever comes earlier. 

Associate Dean of Engineering: Professor F.H. Lochovsky 
Professor F.H. Lochovsky has been appointed Associate 

Dean of Engineering, in addition to his own duties as Professor 
of Computer Science, for the period from 1 September 1992 to 
31 December 1993. 

Acting Head of the Department of Biology: Professor M. Wu 
Professor M. Wu has been appointed Acting Head of the 

DepartmentofBiology in addition to herown duties as Professor 
of Biology for the period from 3 September 1992 to 2 March 
1993, or until a substantive Head of the Department of Biology 
is in post, whichever comes earlier. 

Deputy Head of the Department of Business Information 
Systems: Dr. K.Y. Tam 

Dr. K.Y. Tam has been appointed as Deputy Head of the 
Department of Business Information Systems from I September 
1992 to 30 June 1992, or until a permanent Department Head is 
appointed, whichever come earlier. 

l 
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Swimming Gala earns cash 
for Project Hope 

Some 230 swimmers-including 60-70 HKUST staff and 
students-swam for Project Hope in the sponsored swim on 30 

September. PVC-AB Ian Macpherson (in the photo, first head on 
the far left) was among the first into the pool-at 7:30 a:m. 
Organisers estimate that the swim raised close to $150,000. 

The quick dip whet the appetites of those who long to swim 
regularly, but Luke Wong (Director, SAO) says he cannot predict 
when the facility will be open for general use. 

Moon Festival BBQ ends in showers 
Friday night, 11 September, some 60 staff, family, undergrad 

and postgrad students made merry on Pak Shui Wun Beach in 
celebration of the Mid-Autumn Moon Festival. Children gath
ered wood while Dr Zohar (ME) worked hard to get the BBQ 
fires blazing. Rain pre-empted the roasting of marshmallows, 
but organiser Mark Teppert has saved them-and the extra 
honey-for the next gathering. 

The event was jointly sponsored by the Beach Club and the 
Social Club. 

[ EXCHANGE 31:. J 
SQUARE If[ 

The following was written by Dr. S. Ramaswami, a new 
lecturer in the Department of Marketing and a recent arrival in 
Hong Kong. Exchange Square welcomes contributions from any 
member of staff on topics of interest to the University community. 

BLT = BaLanced dieT? 
I've spent less than a month in Hong Kong now, and have 

fallen in love with the city already. There is something endearing 
in the contrasts here: something in the calm quiet of Clear Water 
Bay, in the quiet efficiency of the MTR, in the 24-hour excite
ment that awaits in TST and the island just a bus-and-a-couple
of-subway-rides away, in the free negotiation lessons that are 
learnt the hard way in the "Golden Mile", in the vision of the 
financial consultants who taught me with graphs and tables and 
pictures of Mrs Aquino that fortunes could be made "investing" 
in copra futures in Manila, in the budding romances on every 
subway train, in the ten thousand images of Buddha on top of a 
hill at Shatin, in countless other little things that constantly make 
life interesting. It's strange to leave a home that was never really 
a home [i .e., Gainesville, Florida, where Dr Ramaswami lived 
for four years] and to find myself in a place that seems to have 
always been home, though I've never been here before. 

The one bone in the kebab (stone in the rice?) has been the 
difficulty of finding food that I can eat. Vegetarian food. Meatless 
food. Salads without shrimp. Soups without meat stock. It's been 
especially hard on campus, and I've tried myriad ways to cope. 
It began with smuggling cheese slices into the student canteen to 
make sandwiches out of buttered toast, since I couldn't get the 
canteen staff to make a ham-and-cheese-hold-the-ham sand
wich. It continued with not eating until 2 p.m. so that I'd be 
hungry enough to find even "rice with boiled and salted cabbage 

leaves" appetizing. Or eating candy bars to survive the hunger 
that inevitably follows a "set lunch" of plain pasta with four or 
five beans, three thin carrot slices and one large french fry. The 
hunger that I felt each afternoon was gnawing away at my love 
for this city ... And I wondered if there were other souls on 
campus suffering similarly, silently. Hence the ALLSTAFF e
mail message crying out "Vegetarians on campus unite" that you 
may have seen. 

Forty-two lovely individuals responded, with expressions of 
protest, of frustration, of helplessness, of sympathy, of com
miseration, and most importantly of all, with suggestions to 
improve the situation. Not everyone was vegetarian, but everyone 
felt strongly that the canteens on campus could do with a little 
balancing of the diet with meals with less cholesterol and more 
fibre. The most popular suggestions were for more salads ( a salad 
bar was a popular idea), for vegetable curries and stir-fry com
binations, and for pizza. 

I put some of these suggestions to the SAO, and I hope that 
the memo describing the meatless options at both canteens 
reflects their willingness to respond to our pleas and heralds a 
new era of vegetarian eating on campus. More can and should be 
done. The large number of persons who responded suggests it 
would be quite profitable for the staff restaurant, if not also the 
students canteen, to serve more meatless dishes and to rise above 
the pasta-with-vegetables combination that currently passes for 
the sole vegetarian option. 

I would love to hear from more people on campus who feel 
similarly, in order to establish the size and strength of the 
"meatless" market on campus-to demonstrate that we are worth 
catering to. Then, perhaps, there will be more than gorgeous 
scenery to gratify the hunger that ruthlessly stalks at noon every 
day. N.B. Dr. Ramaswami's e-mail address isSESHRAMA. 
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~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ 
~ Video of the Month • 

(Sneak Preview) 

12:30 p.m., Tuesday, 13 October 
PAO Conference Room, 1/F 

(Access via Lifts 13-15) 

This month's video is a film not yet released in Hong 
Kong, being shown courtesy of a member of the HKUST 
Arts Endowment Committee, who describes it as "a major 
work by one of China's top three film directors." Produced 
in 1991, it won rave reviews at the Cannes Film Festival. In 

• • • 

~ Mandarin with English and Chinese subtitles. 

~-···························-' 

Sorry, Your Time is Up! 

Not very long ago, I purchased a carton of milk that, 
within a few days, transformed itself into a liquid so sour 
that it could be compared in flavour only to those bever
ages favoured by health food addicts that are produced by 
peculiar strains of bacteria. At this point I noticed that the 
carton had imprinted upon it a warning that its contents 
should be used by a certain date that, if not exactly the date 
on which the milk went sour, was close enough to it. I had 
only myself to blame for buying a product that I should 
have drunk on the way home if I wanted to drink it fresh 
(more or less). 

After this experience, I have become more aware of 
the fact that many products have expiration dates of one 
kind or another printed on their packages. Of course, it is 
usually in the place where the store owner pastes the price 
label, but this can be peeled off when you get home so you 
will at least know after the fact whether y_our purchase is 
young and healthy or the marketing equivalent of an 
octogenarian. I recently bought some batteries that are 
marked "Use before 1996" and I have every intention of 
doing so. But to be on the safe side I will keep them in the 
refrigerator until at least early 1995. 

It has occurred to me that there are a lot of other 
products and services that would benefit from carrying 
comparable warning labels. The constant news about the 
U.S. Presidential election carried on local television, 
which relies on U.S. networks for most of its overseas 
news, got me to thinking that even candidates should be 
labelled. A prominent sign on both the front and back of 
each candidate's clothing carrying the message : "Prom
ises valid only until November 3," (the date of the elec
tion) would bring a much needed element of reality into 
the process. And as I begin to slide downhill towards age 
60, I wish my body had been stamped with the message 
"Lack of proper maintenance invalidates any warranty, 
expressed or implied." 

Closer to home, as I reflect on the economic boom in 
Hong Kong amidst an international recession, I get the 
impression that people here are acting as if the Hong Kong 
currency carried a message "For best results, use before 30 
June 1997." 

7 
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Announcements 

• Salaries will be paid on 28 October. 

• The International Herald Tribune is now available for same
day delivery to students and staff of HKUST. Subscription 
terms are one year (310 issues) for $1,500 ($4.84/issue); 6 
months (155 issues) for $930; and 3 months (78 issues) for 
$530. For further details, please contact Ms Amina Curreem 
at the International Herald Tribune (Phone 861-0616 I Fax 
861-3073). 

• The University Womens'. Group will meet Thursday, 8 Oc
tober, 8:00-9:30 p.m., at the home ofNien Si Chu (Tower III, 
Flat 7 A). The agenda includes socialising and updates on 
interest group sections. Newcomers welcome! 

• If you play any musical instrument and would like to join a 
chamber group, please contact S.H. Lui (Ext. 7416 or e-mail 
SHLUI). 

• The Language Centre operates a self-access learning 
laboratory in Room 3026 (access via Lift 2). There is a wide 
collection of audio-visual materials (including some computer 
games) for learning English, Putonghua, Cantonese, and 
Japanese. Anyone who can produce a staff/student card is 
welcome. The opening hours of the Language Lab are as 
follows: 

MONDAY 
TUESDAY 
WEDNESDAY 
THURSDAY 
FRIDAY 

SATURDAY 

1:00- 6:00 p.m. 
1:00- 4:00 p.m. 
1:00- 2:00 p.m., 4:00-10:00 p.m. 
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
9:00 - 11 :00 a.m., 1 :00 - 2:00 p.m., 
4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
1:00 - 2:00 p.m. 

• A representative from the Hong Kong office of a major 
international public accountancy firm will make a presentation 
on "Hong Kong Tax Compliance and Planning 
Opportunities" and answer questions on US taxes. The 
seminar will be held on campus in October. For details contact 
Candy Scalberg (Ext. 6152 or e-mail ABCANDY). 

Home Affairs 

• Tsang Siu-ling (ACCT) announces her marriage to Tse Chi
ping on 20 July. 

• Wong King-yu (Physics) announces the birth of Wong Che 
Fung on 30 July. 

• Chang Sing-ye (CCST) announces the birth of Mok Ka-pui on 
7 August. 

• Wesley Nieveen (MCPC) announces the birth of Cathryn 
Jayne Nieveen on 15 August. 

• Leung Ho-yin (GAC) announces her marriage to Kwok Hei
sau on 5 September. 
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Administration Circulars 

Staff Medical Insurance Scheme - Replacement of Carlingford 
Medical Credit Card, Personnel Circ. 13/92 

General Office Equipment Maintenance Services, Financial 
Circ. 4/92 

Reimbursement of Meal Costs in Connection with Recruit
ment, Financial Circ. 5/92 

Sponsored Conferences and Workshops, University Adminis
trative Committee Circ. 1/92 

Local Education Allowance, Personnel Circ. 14/92 

Annual Salary Revision 1992, Personnel Circ. 15/92 

Advertisements 

• Flat for rent, Sceneway Garden, near Lam Tin MTR station. 
680 sq ft, 2 bedrooms, newly renovated, with air con, exhaust 
fans, water heater, wardrobe; quiet. Available immediately; 
rent negotiable. Please contact Michael (e-mail FOMING; 
Ext. 6372). 

• Flat for rent, Mang Kung Uk. 450 sq ft, with spacious terrace 
and mountain view. 2 bedrooms, cool and quiet; with carpark. 
Available from mid-November. $8,200/month. Contact Martha 
(Ext. 6309). 

• Flat for rent, near Wong Tai Sin. About 500 sq ft; furnished, 
move-in condition. Five minutes ' walk to either Wong Tai Sin 
or Diamond Hill MTR station; minutes ' reach to supermarket, 
markets, banks, and playground. Available immediately at 
$6500/month. Call Jonathan at 358-7847. 

• Flat for short-term lease: New 2-bedroom unit; 461 sq ft 
located in Shaukeiwan Plaza on 17 IF with eastern aspect and 
mountain view, available for short-term lease, even for a few 
months. Just 5 minutes walk to Shaukeiwan MTR and close to 
all amenities. $6,500/month negotiable; available immedi
ately. Please call Kelly (Ext. 7532) if interested. 

• Wanted: The Impossible! A VERY reliable car, at a VERY 
reasonable price. Please contact Richard on Ext. 7848 or 
Norma on Ext. 8264. 

Sign in a Czechoslovakian 
tourist agency : 

'l'///////////////////////////h 

Take one of our horse
d riven city tours- We 
guarantee no miscar- . 
riages. 
,'/////////////////////////////, 

HKUST Genesis 
October 1992 

- Volume 3 Number 9 

Managing Editors: Martha Dahlen, 
Priscilla Chung. Production Edi
tors: Timothy Ngan, Danny Yung. 
Contributors: Mary Lau, Louis Ting. 
Genesis is published monthly by 
PAO. Contributions from all staff 
are welcome. Deadline for sub
mission is the 20th of each month. 



Calendar of Events 
from 2 October to 5 November 1992 

Seminar: Implications of Conjugate Duality for Management 

2 Oct (Friday) 
Speaker: Dr Thomas R Jefferson 
Time: 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
Venue: Room 3410 
Organiser: MGMT 
Info: Dr Shu Ming Ng, Ext. 7725 

Meet Chinese Olympic Medallists 

3 Oct 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 

(Saturday) 
Venue: Multi-purpose Sports Hall 
Organisers: OPA & OSA 
Info: Watch for posters on campus 

1) Seminar on Pure Mathematics 

Title: "An Analogue of the Classical Yang-Baxter Equation for General 

6 Oct (Tuesday) 
Algebraic Structures" 

Speaker: Dr Xiaoping Xu, MATH 
Time: 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Venue: Room 3417 (Lifts 17 or 18) 
Organiser: MATH 
Info: Janet Wong, Ext. 7428 

2) Seminar on Scientific Computation 

Title: "Computational Studies of Organic and Bioorganic Reactions" 
Speaker: Dr Yundong Wu, CHEM 
Time: 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
Venue: Room 3417 (Lifts 17 or 18) 
Organisers: MATH,MECH 
Info: Janet Wong, Ext. 7428 

3) CS Seminar 

Title: "Dynamic Approach towards the Verification of Expert Systems" 
Speaker: Dr James Liu, Aeronautical Research Laboratory, Australia 
Time: 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. (Refreshment served from 3:45 p.m.) 
Venue: Room 3008 (Lift 3) 
Organiser: cs 
Info: Ext. 7008 



8 Oct 
(Thursday) 

13 Oct 
(fuesday) 

24 Oct 
(Saturday) 

25 Oct 
(Sunday) 

4Nov 
(Wednesday) 

5 Nov 
(Thursday) 

Department of Mathematics Colloquium 

Title: 

Speaker: 
Time: 
Venue: 
Organiser: 
Info: 

CS Seminar 

Title: 
Speaker: 
Time: 
Venue: 
Organiser: 
Info: 

Seminar 

Title: 
Speaker: 

Time: 
Venue: 
Organiser: 
Info: 

"Stability of Finite Difference Approximations to Initial Boundary 
Value Problems" 
Dr Li-Xin Wu, MATH 
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
Room 3007 (Lifts 3 or 4) 
MATH 
Grace Yeung, Ext. 7412 

"Planning with Intentions" 
Dr Huan Liu, Telecom Research Laboratory, Australia 
4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. (Refreshment served from 3:45 p.m.) 
Room 3008 (Lift 3) 
cs 
Ext. 7008 

"Strolling along the Pearl River: Between Anthropology and History" 
Prof. Helen Siu, Anthropology Department, Yale University; 
Visiting Professor, Anthropology Department, CUHK 
2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Room 7332 (Lifts 13, 14 or 15) 
HUMA 
Dr Choi Chi-cheung, Ext. 7766 

Popular Science Lecture Series 

Title: 
Speaker: 
Time: 
Venue: 
Organisers: 
Admission: 

Seminar 

Topic: 
Speaker: 

Time: 
Venue: 

Organisers: 
Info: 

"Chinese Medicine - from Ben Cao to New Drug Development " 
Dr Chun-tao Che, CHEM 
11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Lecture Hall, Hong Kong Science Museum 
OPA, Hong Kong Science Museum 
Obtain free ticket at Science Museum Information Counter 

"Remote Sensing Research at NASA Langley Research Centre" 
Dr William P. Chu, Senior Research Scientist, 
NASA Langley Research Centre 
4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. (Refreshment served from 3:30 p.m.) 
Conference Hall, G/F Centenary Building, 
Royal Observatory, 134A Nathan Road, Kowloon 
RC, HK Meteorological Society 
RC, Ext. 6912 

Public Affairs Lecture Series 

Title: 
Speaker: 

Time: 
Venue: 
Organiser: 
Info: 

"The Economic Potential of Pearl River Delta" 
Mr Gordon Y.S. Wu, Managing Director, Hopewell Holdings 
Limited 
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
Lecture Theatre B 
OPA 
Louis Ting, Ext. 6307 


