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To many of us, Continental Europe
evokes images of cultural richness and
scenic beauty. Few, though, have ven-

tured to study or work there. Three HKUST
graduates who have recently taken the less
trodden path told Genesis that studying on the
Continent can be very rewarding and life-
enriching.

Balancing technology and culture
Computer science graduate Vivian Kwan

was the first HKUST student to receive the
Bosch Scholarship for a one-year exchange
program in Germany. She came back to Hong
Kong in September after completing an MBA
program at the University of Applied Science
in Esslingen. But that was only for a two-week
vacation. She has since returned to Germany
to begin her first job as an IT consultant at the
Zurich Financial Services Group.

Vivian said the program, which included
three weeks of intensive German language
classes and three months of internship with
Daimler-Chrysler, gave her the opportunity
to study business, learn a third language and
experience a different culture. “Before I left for
Germany, I told myself that a lot of things will
be different and that I have to keep an open
mind to learn from others.”

A year later, Vivian found her vision and
horizons broadened. She has come to appre-
ciate the diversities in cultures, values and
lifestyles; she feels she has found a balance
b e t w e e n  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  hu m a n
relationships, and between the technical and
the artistic. Her exposure to the cultures of
Europe has enriched her outlook on life. And
on top of all this, she has acquired an MBA
and secured a job.

Independence and language training
Dr Chiyui Chan completed his one-year

postdoctoral study sponsored by the TUB
Postdoctoral Fellowship at the Technical Uni-
versity of Berlin (TUB) in May 2000. “I went
to Germany because TUB is one of the best
universities in Europe and Germany is known
as a leader in high technology. Also, I wanted
to learn about the different cultures in
Europe.”

A PhD graduate in chemistry, Dr Chan
found that the research work and methods in

Germany are quite similar to those in Hong
Kong. He had the opportunity to supervise a
laboratory course during one semester and
noted that German students are more eager
to ask questions and play a more active role in
learning. The biggest challenge, however, was
the language. He had to
take two German courses
in the evening to catch up.
Money was another issue
because the salary of a
postdoctoral student in
Germany is less than half of

that in Hong Kong. Nonetheless, for Dr Chan,
the gain outweighed the pain.

“The collaboration with people of a dif-
ferent cultural background was a valuable ex-
perience for me. I also learnt to be more
independent and make more friends while liv-
ing on my own in Berlin. I could travel to other
European cities during holidays and watch
European soccer live in the stadium!”

Special life experience
Chemical engineering graduate Josephine

Tse shared Dr Chan’s struggle with a European
language. Having worked for two years as
graduate trainee with a public utility in Hong
Kong, she took a one-year master’s program
in chemical engineering at the Ecole Nationale
Supérieure de Chimie de Paris in France last
year, sponsored by Elf Atochem (now Atofina,
a major chemical company). The program
comprised five months of study and five
months of industrial internship with her
sponsor.

European exposure enriches lives
“At the beginning, I couldn’t understand

or read a word in class. I spent most of my
weekends looking up every word in the
dictionary. But gradually, I improved and I’m
proud to say that I didn’t have to use a dic-
tionary during my final examination!”

Althoug h l i fe  was tough,
Josephine has no regrets about tak-
ing the program. On the contrary, she
feels that every single moment in
France is a good memory. “It is not
easy studying in Europe where the
native language is not English. But I

can assure you that it’s a really special experi-
ence and life-enriching exposure.”

The HKUST Europe Institute coordinates
scholarships to top universities in Germany and
France. Check out their web site at http://www.ust.
hk/ei/scholar.htm or contact Mandy Cheung of
OUDPA (udmandy@ust.hk) for details.

Vivian Kwan takes part in a graduation
ritual of Germany—burning notes
from school.

Josephine Tse savors every moment she
spends in France, both sweet and bitter.
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Campus restaurant patrons are literally
going to enjoy a greener bite when it
comes to takeout meals following the ex-
pansion of the Green Lunchbox initia-
tive this month.

The Green Lunchboxes are an envi-
ronmentally friendly substitute for
polystyrene. Made in Guangdong from
100% biodegradable grass pulp, they are
water- and oil-proof, microwavable,
non-toxic and recyclable.

The initiative was launched by the
Coffee Shop on 31 July. Positive feedback
from the caterers and their customers
during August and September helped to
persuade the LG1 and LG7 caterers, and
most LG5 outlets, to adopt the Green
Lunchboxes from October.

“As LG1 and LG7 outlets use around
1,500 takeout containers a day, this is a
big step forward in our efforts to eradi-
cate ‘white pollution’ at HKUST,” says
Stanley Sit of the Campus Services Of-
fice (CSO).

“However, some hot liquid meals
such as noodles in soup will continue to
be served in polystyrene containers un-
til the supplier can provide a large
enough biodegradable version,” he adds.

CSO welcomes user feedback on the
Green Lunchboxes at catering@ust.hk.

R&D at your fingertips

Accessing information about research
and development at HKUST should
be a lot easier following the imminent

launch of the R&D Portal.
As its name suggests, the R&D Portal is

designed to provide a dedicated gateway or
‘one-stop shop’ on the Web for people inter-
ested in HKUST-related R&D information.

Although a lot of this information is al-
ready available on different HKUST web
pages, it can take patient digging to root out.
Developing a portal that would bring it to-
gether in a user-friendly way under one cyber
‘roof ’ was an obvious solution. Particularly as
Dr David Young (Applied Technology
Center), Dr Matthew Yuen (Technology
Transfer Center) and ATC Information Engi-
neers Ken Cheng and Jason Ho already had
experience of developing portal sites with
built-in customization and automation capa-
bilities for the Government.

The resulting R&D Portal is a secure,
password-protected site with two member-
ship categories: HKUST Staff and Portal
Members. Membership is free but required for
entry beyond the ‘front door’.

HKUST faculty and staff can log on us-

ing their existing HKUST staff intranet ID and
password. This takes them to a staff Info
Center, which in turn directs them to useful
topics such as opportunities and procedures
for collaborative research, research funding,
start-up support, and protecting intellectual
property.

Existing and potential R&D clients from
government, business and industry, students
and other interested parties are invited to reg-
ister as Portal Members. Log-in takes them to
the members’ Info Center. From here they can
access information on the professional
expertise, facilities and services available to
business and industry clients, HKUST tech-
n o l o g i e s  re a d y  for  l i c e n s i n g  a n d
commercialization, and so on.

Various forms required for R&D
administration can be accessed from both
Info Centers, as can interactive search
functions and databases on current research
projects, faculty expertise and research
facilities.

However, the R&D Portal is more than a
web site that makes information easier to
access. Its ultimate goal is to provide viewers
with customized content. For this reason, all

first-time users are asked to fill in a simple
online registration profile. This is used to
generate a customized presentation of
information on projects, faculty and facilities
to match the viewer’s stated interests. As the
portal matures, the profiles can be used to
generate an intuitively personalized front page
to greet members whenever they log on. Users
can update their profiles to reflect evolving
interests or support needs at any time.

Another automated feature allows clients
to submit online requests for R&D support.
These will be processed and followed through
by ATC staff. Dr Young anticipates that this
single-point of contact approach and new
level of automation will greatly improve
response-time and efficiency in servicing
business and industry’s R&D needs.

The R&D Portal should be fully opera-
tional by the end of October. In the meantime,
you can enjoy a ‘soft opening’ preview by click-
ing on http://rdportal.ust.hk.

Olympic cyclist Wong Kam-po is the first
athlete to undergo testing in the CLP Power
Wind/Wave Tunnel Facility at HKUST.

The wind tunnel technical team tested
Wong on 14 August under the guidance of
his coach, Shen Jinkang. Their objective
was to gather scientific data on the rela-
tionship between wind resistance and the
cycling ace’s posture. The data can then
be analyzed to determine Wong’s most
aerodynamic position for different speeds
and stages of a race, and thereby optimize
his overall performance.

In a sport where even minute shifts in
the angle of a cyclist’s helmet impact aero-

dynamic performance, precision testing in
wind tunnels has become a popular tool in
the training of the world’s top cyclists.

The recent opening of HKUST’s wind
tunnel means that the Sports Development
Board can now test Hong Kong’s race cy-
clists without the expense of flying them
overseas.

The Sports Development Board is also
exploring the viability of using the Facility’s
combined wind and wave tunnel section for
training Hong Kong’s windsurfing team.The
combined section tests hydrodynamics and
aerodynamics, both of which affect
windsurfers’ performance.

GREEN BITE

Riding
the

Wind
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A grand total of 1,100 new students re-
ceived a warm welcome from the
President, Vice-Presidents, Deans and

President of the HKUST Students’ Union in
the S H Ho Sports Hall on 31 August 2000.
This offered the freshmen a rare chance to
meet the University’s top administrators all in
one go, and vice versa.

The Official Welcome turned out to be
much less “official” than its name suggested.
Speaking mostly in Cantonese and with re-
laxed touches of humor, Prof Chia-Wei Woo,
President of HKUST, began by addressing
some of the controversial social issues sur-
rounding academic freedom, student demon-
strations and the role of the media.

Prof Woo pointed out that Hong Kong is
going through a transition period leading to
full democracy, and a certain degree of un-
rest is a natural part of the process. He af-
firmed that Hong Kong has enjoyed and
should continue to enjoy as much academic
freedom as the West. He encouraged the new
students not only to have dreams and
aspirations, but also to exercise critical think-
ing when finding their role in society.

Expressing high hopes of the new
students, he said, “In three years’ time, you will

be leaders of  society. You have great
responsibilities. You will be faced with the
challenges of being our political, cultural,
technological and economic leaders.”

As founding President of  HKUST,
Prof Woo was proud to introduce the
University’s top administrators, some of
whom have been with HKUST since its
inception. He also highlighted several major
differences between this University and other
local universities.

Firstly, HKUST has a world-class faculty,
all of whom possess a doctorate. Secondly,
HKUST has led other local universities in the
success rates for research funding applications
since its first year. Thirdly, HKUST offers
state-of-the-art facilities and a great natural
environment. Despite its brief history of 9
years, HKUST has come to be recognized as
a top-notch university both locally and
internationally. “It is no exaggeration to say
that HKUST is a miracle in the world history
of universities,” Prof Woo concluded.

The Deans also shared some of their in-
sights into university life. Prof Michael Loy
(Science) encouraged the students to make the
most of their three years at HKUST. Prof Yuk-
Shee Chan (Business and Management) ad-

Official welcome of new students

vised the students to “find their inner self and
enjoy the facilities and environment of the
school. ” A light touch came from Prof Pang-
Hsin Ting (Humanities and Social Science),
who revealed that his personal rewards from
a university education were critical thinking,
and “his better half”!

Germaine Chan, President of the Stu-
dents’ Union, also extended a warm welcome
to the new students. She said, “University
days are precious. I hope you’ll make the
best use of your time to find and realize your
dreams.”

HKUST will be co-exhibitor with top
mainland universities such as Peking
University and Tsinghua University

at the second annual China Hi-Tech Fair
(CHTF) to be held in Shenzhen from 11 to 17
October. This is the second time the
University has participated in the Fair.

CHTF 2000 will feature three focus
sections: Exhibition and Transfer of Techno-
logical Achievements,  Exhibition of Hi-Tech
Products and Hi-Tech Forum. Participants in-
clude domestic and overseas enterprises, edu-
cation institutes, venture capital firms,
investors, financial consortia and industrial
conglomerates.

The Exhibition of Hi-Tech Products is
expected to give an overview of the latest de-
velopments in communications and network-
ing, e-commerce and the Internet, software
applications, biotechnology and bio-
engineering, and new materials.

In the Hi-Tech Forum, international ex-
perts will offer insights into information tech-
nology, venture capital in hi-tech industry and
biotechnology in the 21st Century. Distin-

guished speakers include Prof Ferid Murad
( 1 9 9 8  Nob el  pr i z e  for  me d ic i n e ) ,
Dr Kary Mullis (1993 Nobel prize for chem-
istry ) and Prof Robert Fogel (1993 Nobel
prize for economic sciences).

Participating units from HKUST will in-
clude the Biotechnology Research Institute,

China Hi-Tech Fair 2000
E n g i n e e r i n g  I n d u s t r i a l
Consortium, School of Engi-
neering (Continuing and Pro-
fessional Education), School of
Business and Management,
Nansha Information Technol-
ogy Park, Advanced Cement-
Based Building Products
Cooperative Research Center,
and eight start-up companies
operating under the umbrella of
the HKUST Entrepreneurship
Program. Their participation is
coordinated by the Technology
Transfer Center and supported
by the Office of University De-
velopment and Public Affairs
and the Planning and Coordi-

nation Office.
Last year’s CHTF generated a total busi-

ness volume of US$ 6.49 billion and attracted
86 trade delegations from the Chinese
Mainland, Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan, and
26 other countries. More than 300,000 people
visited the Fair.

The annual CHTF is a major international event that attracts
participants and visitors from around the world.

President Woo gives the new students a
warm welcome to HKUST.
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Germany’s hottest swing band is bringing the music of the 1930s live to
our campus for one night only in November.
The Swing Dance Orches-

tra are seven young musicians and
a silken-voiced singer with a pas-
sion for American swing music.
Their fresh interpretations of clas-
sics by the likes of Billie Holiday,
D u ke  E l l i ng ton  a nd  B e n ny
Goodman have already got a whole
new generation of Germans and New
Yorkers listening and dancing to
swing. Find out why at 7pm in the
Atrium on 2 November!

(The SDO is also playing at the joint
opening of the Berlin arts and German
film festivals at the Tamar Festival Site
on 3 November.)

Swing is coming to HKUST!Campus Calendar
Until end of Oct

Ju Ming Sculpture Exhibition
(Open-air Exhibition)

LG7 Lawn

9 Oct 11-11:50 am
Lecture: Transmitting the Spirit:

Representation of Human Figure in
Chinese Sculpture

Speaker: Prof Wu Weishan
(The YK Pao Distinguished Visiting Artist and

HKUST Artist-in-Residence)
Chow Tak Sin Lecture Theater

9-13 Oct
“Reborn-The Moment for Changing”—

IYUSC Art Farm (HK)
9 Oct: 2 - 6 pm

10-12 Oct: 10 am - 6 pm
13 Oct: 10 am - 2 pm
Academic Concourse

9 Oct 6:30 pm
Talk: Arts & Practice of Buddha Ethics

Speaker: Ju Ming
Leung Yat Sing Lecture Theater

10 Oct 6:30 pm
Talk: Discussion of Hong Kong Movies to

Understand the Culture of Hong Kong
and its Social Identity
Speaker: Dr Stephen Sze

Cheung On Tak Lecture Theater

11 Oct 11-11:50 am
Lecture: Primitive Arts and Modern Sculpture

Speaker: Prof Wu Weishan
Chow Tak Sin Lecture Theater

13 & 20 Oct 2 - 5:30 pm
The YK Pao Distinguished Visiting Artist and

HKUST Artist-in-Residence
and HKUST Students Exchange Sessions

Artist: Prof Wu Weishan
Exposition Hall

13 Oct - 1 Dec (every Fri) 6:30 pm
Workshop: Love Education in HKUST

Speaker: Edward Lam
HKUST Briefing Room

Remark: No workshop on public holiday

16 Oct 11-11:50 am
Lecture and Demonstration: Portrait Sculpture

(Male Model)
Speaker: Prof Wu Weishan

Chow Tak Sin Lecture Theater

18 Oct 11-11:50 am
Lecture and Demonstration: Portrait Sculpture

(Female Model)
Speaker: Prof Wu Weishan

Chow Tak Sin Lecture Theater

19 Oct 1 - 2 pm
Bauhinia Piano Trio

Exposition Hall

24 Oct 6:30 pm
Lecture: Discussion on the Essence

and Nature of Arts from Arts Cultural Exchange
Speaker: Prof Wu Weishan

Cheung On Tak Lecture Theater

31 Oct 7:30 pm
The War-Peace Concerto

by the University Choir, HKUSTSU
Exposition Hall
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Celebrate HKUST
in photos!

The University is holding a 10th Anni-
versary Photo Contest between now
and 15 November as a prelude to next

year’s 10th Anniversary celebration activities.
Faculty, staff, students, alumni and

HKUST family members are warmly invited
to submit photographs celebrating different
aspects of study, work and play at HKUST on
or before 15 November 2000.

Contestants may submit an unlimited
number of photographs into either or both of
two categories: (1) Campus Life/People/
Events; and (2) Landscape/Architecture.
Prizes will be awarded for winning entries. In
addition, selected entries may be showcased
in 10th Anniversary exhibitions and public-
ity materials, including a special commemo-
rative book.

The contest is jointly organized by the
Office of University Development and Public
Affairs (OUDPA), the Publishing Technology
Center (PTC), and the HKUSTSU Film and
Photographic Societies.

Contest details and entry forms are avail-
able from PTC’s web site at www.ust.hk/ptc
and OUDPA, Room 1364, Academic Build-
ing (Lifts 13-15). For enquiries, please con-
tact Sara Wong of OUDPA at 2358 6308 or
sarawong@ust.hk.
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Contributors  Lisa Li, Gilbert Fok, Anna Wu

Design & Production  Publishing Technology Center

Genesis is published by the Office of
University Development and Public Affairs to keep
members of the HKUST community in touch with

University news and views.

The next issue of Genesis will be published on
1 November 2000. Contributions are welcome,
but must be received at least two weeks before

publication date either by fax at 2358-0537, or by
email to genesis@ust.hk.

© 2000 by Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology.  All rights reserved.
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