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President Chu’s first month

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

their dreams and potential for
the betterment of Hong Kong.
I’m already working with the
Council to devise fundraising
strategies and am extremely
g r atef ul  to  our  Counci l
C h a i r m a n , D r  Vi n c e n t
H S Lo, and other Council
members for their efforts.”

International cooperation
in education and cultural
exchanges are also a priority for
President Chu. He hopes to see
the University become a center
for these activities, fostering the
friendship between the East and West and
between China and the US.

In his first month at HKUST, President
Chu experienced a typhoon followed by very
hot weather. These, however, have posed little
challenge for the former resident of Houston,
Texas, where he had lived for over 30 years. In
mid-June, Houston experienced its worst
floods of the past 100 years. Power supply was
interrupted and the University of Houston
was completely shut down for a week. Even in
normal weather, the heat in Houston is worse
than in Hong Kong, although the humidity is
lower.

President Chu is still settling down at
HKUST; and his wife May will join him at a
later date. But being a person who enjoys a

Ambitious, but cautious.” This is how
Prof Paul Ching-Wu Chu describes
himself, having assumed the presi-

dency of HKUST on 1 July.
The new President had a fully packed

schedule in his first month in office. He
devised strategies with the University Council,
met with senior management of  the
University, delivered opening remarks at the
General Knowledge Lectures,
enjoyed a lively dialogue with
students who took part in the
3rd China Synergy Program for
Outstanding Youth, officiated
the opening ceremonies of the
Asian Collegiate Fencing
Championships and the Asso-
ciation of East Asian Research
Universities Student Camp, and
took part in the luncheon
hosted by the Chief Executive of
the SAR for heads of local
institutions, among others.

Faced with the challenge of leading
HKUST to new heights in the University’s sec-
ond decade, President Chu says there is a lot
he wants to do. But because things are differ-
ent here from the United States, he needs to
first understand how things work. His prior-
ity for the first month was therefore set on
administrative work and familiarizing him-
self with the operation of HKUST and the
Hong Kong system.

He explains his ambitious plans:
“Cont inuing to  en hance  HKUST ’s
international status is my first and unwavering
priority. At the same time, I would like to work
with the faculty, staff and students to define
and develop a distinctive culture and spirit for
the University. Every great university in the
world has a unique culture of its own. I hope
to build up an HKUST culture that every
member of the University community can be
proud of, and in turn make Hong Kong proud
of HKUST.

“In order to maintain the momentum for
the quest of excellence, an urgent task is to
increase revenue and cut costs. The University
must utilize its existing resources more effectively
and raise funds proactively from the
Government, industry and business. In doing so,
I hope to help faculty, staff and students realize

simple lifestyle, he has had no difficulty
adjusting to his new life here. His favorite
restaurant for dinner is LG5, where he can
meet students who come up to him for a chat.
The experience is welcomed on both sides, he
says.

President Chu officiates the opening
ceremony of the 10th Asian Collegiate
Fencing Championships organized by the
HKUST Students’ Union Fencing Club.

Meeting of minds: (from left)
President Chu, Prof Yuk-Shee
Chan, Acting Vice-President for
Academic Affairs, and Prof
Peter Dobson, Associate Vice-
President for Academic
Affairs.
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President Chu strikes up a lively dialogue
with the 228 participants of the 3rd China
Synergy Program for Outstanding Youth.
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(From left:) The Pro-Chancellor, Dr the Hon Sze-Yuen Chung,
founding President, Prof Chia-Wei Woo, his wife Yvonne Woo
and Council Chairman, Dr Vincent H S Lo, at the naming
ceremony of the Chia-Wei Woo Academic Concourse.

Home-grown entrepreneur honored
Citation of Mr Sing
Cheong Liu (abstract)

Mr Liu is an astute
and inspiring business-
man whose innovative
approach to manage-
ment has created an
award-winning real-
e s t ate  comp a ny  i n
Guangzhou.

A chartered surveyor
by training, Mr Liu
began his career in real
e s t a t e  w i t h  Sw i r e
Properties in 1997. In the
15 years that followed, he
worked with several
other leading companies
in Hong Kong, before
setting up his own company, Hang Cheong
Surveyors Ltd, in 1992.

After earning significant profits from the

Hong Kong property market in the early
1990s, Mr Liu established Guangzhou Pearl
River-Hang Cheong Real Estate Consultants
in 1993 and redirected his business focus to
Guangzhou. This far-sighted move gave his
company “first mover” advantage in the
Mainland market. To date, Pearl River-Hang
Cheong has made tremendous progress in
many areas. It is the only non-local company
to be awarded, for six consecutive years, the
prestigious class-A property consultancy
status in Guangzhou.

Mr Liu continues to explore new frontiers
for his business. In the mid-1990s, he set up
Pearl River Hang Cheong Information
Technology Company, which specializes in
the  implementat ion of  large-sca le
management and information systems for
property-related companies and government
departments in Guangzhou. In 1999, he
joined forces with Hong Kong conglomerate
Hang Lung Development Co. to set up
Guangzhou Top Home Technology Co. Ltd.
Mr Liu is Chairman of this joint venture,
which provides property information services
through the Internet.

Mr Liu is a staunch supporter of
continuous education. He has invested heavily
in staff development and research activities
from day one. His company has also
sponsored young academics from leading
Chinese universities to conduct research on
the Hong Kong and China real estate markets.

In 1991, Mr Liu himself became one of
HKUST’s founding postgraduate students
when he enrolled in the University’s MBA
program. His close ties with HKUST continue
and he is now a Corporate Advisor to the
School of Business and Management and a
member of the Advisory Committee on
Entrepreneurship.

Mr Sing Cheong Liu (second from left) with his family after
receiving his Honorary Fellowship award from the Pro-Chancellor,
Dr the Hon Sze-Yuen Chung (far left).

The academic concourse on the first floor
of the Academic Building has been named
the Chia-Wei Woo Academic Concourse
in recognition of our founding President’s
15 years of dedicated service to HKUST
since he joined the Planning Committee
in 1986.

The naming ceremony took place on
29 June, Prof Woo’s penultimate day in
office as President. It was a warm occasion
attended by his successor, Prof Paul
Ching-Wu Chu, his wife, Yvonne Woo,
and some 80 members of the Court and
Council, faculty and staff. The Pro-

Chancellor, Dr the Hon
Sze-Yuen Chung, and
Council Chairman, Dr
Vincent H S Lo, jointly
officiated.

“Chia-Wei’s dedication,
visionary leadership and
committed service have
contributed to the rapid
development of HKUST
into a leading research
university in less than a
decade. He has built up a
solid foundation on which
HKUST will continue to
thrive and strive for
excellence,” said Dr Lo.

Clearly moved by the tribute, Prof
Woo emphasized that it was not only his
contribution but that of everyone at the
University that has made HKUST the
success story it is today.

To mark his retirement on 1 July 2001,
Prof Woo has also been awarded the
honorary titles of President Emeritus and
University Professor Emeritus. The latter
is HKUST ’s highest honor for an
academic and supersedes the title of
University Professor conferred upon him
by the University Professors Committee
in May.

The University has awarded an Honor-
ary Fellowship to “home-grown”
entrepreneur and HKUST alumnus

Mr Sing Cheong Liu (MBA 1994) for his
innovations in business management and
contributions to the University. The
presentation ceremony was held in the
University Center on 29 June, and officiated
by the Pro-Chancellor, Dr the Hon Sze-Yuen
Chung, Council Chairman, Dr Vincent H S
Lo, and former President, Prof Chia-Wei Woo.
Then President-Designate, Prof Paul Ching-
Wu Chu, also attended.

The Honorary Fellowship award is a means
to recognize special town-and-gown
relationships and the support of community
leaders for the University in their areas of
interest and expertise. Mr Liu, Chairman of
Hang Cheong Sur veyors Ltd, is  the
University’s third Honorary Fellow. He joins
Mr Hans Michael Jebsen and Mr Yuk-Lam Lo,
who were made Honorary Fellows in May 2000.

Tribute to founding President
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HKUST athletes carry the torch

For Vikki Wai-Kee Lau (Management,
year 2) it was a chance to “show team
spirit” with her Track and Field Team

partners.
Sw i m m i n g  Te a m  m e m b e r  a n d

Outstanding Athlete of the Year, Rainbow
Sze-Yan Au (Mathematics, year 3) felt it was
the realization that “each member of the
university is significant”.

On 2 July, in celebration of the 21st World
University Games, Vikki, Rainbow and close
to 100 other HKUST athletes participated in
a Mini-Torch Relay around campus, cheered
on by an enthusiastic crowd.

The relay was organized by the Hong
Kong Post Secondary Colleges Athletic
Association (HKPSCAA), and sponsored by
the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.

The torch began its trek in the Chinese
Mainland on 4 May. After traveling around
the country, it arrived in Hong Kong on 1 July,
just in time to commemorate the fourth
anniversary of the territory’s return to China.
The torch was then taken up by 10 local
institutions and finally reached HKUST

around 6 pm on 2 July.
D r  R a y m o n d  Wo n g ,

Chairman of the HKUST Staff
Association, officiated a short
handover ceremony together
with Luke Wong, Director of the
Student Affairs Office (SAO),
and Kaxton Siu, President of the
HKUST Students’ Union, in
front of the sundial in the Piazza.
The torch was then relayed down
to the Athletics Field by four
Outstanding Athletes who
formed the first leg, followed by
the representatives of 10 sports
teams.

The Games are an international multi-
sport competition for university students,
second only in size to the Olympics. They are
organized biennially by the International
University Sports Federation, of which the
HKPSCAA is a member.

Scheduled to take place in August, the 21st
World University Games are the first such
competition to be organized in China in 50

years—a fitting run up to the 2008 Olympics.
They will cover 12 sports. Currently, more
than 160 countries have been invited. HKUST
will be ably represented by two of its athletes,
Yih-Fung Kwok (Civil Engineering, MPhil
student) and recent graduate Ka-Ho Koo
(Biology 2000) of the Men’s Volleyball Team,
which is coached by Edward Au-Yeung of
SAO.

Sporting flame: Around 100 HKUST athletes took part in
the Mini-Torch Relay on 2 July.

When you leave HKUST, you don’t
really leave. You take it with you.
In San Francisco recently, the first

reunion of faculty and staff to be held in the
city proved just that, with members from the
very first days to those who left last year
sharing recollections of life and unforgettable
times at the University.

Several members flew in specially from
other parts of the US to attend the two-day
event, which began on 13 July with an
informal gathering at the home of reunion
organizers Dr Henry Liu, former Associate
Vice-President for Academic Affairs, and his
wife Alice. During the evening Prof Chih-
Yung Chien, one of the first academics to be
appointed in 1988 and Vice-President for
Academic Affairs from 1990-92, recounted
nostalgic tales of the University “in the
beginning” together with other early arrivals.

Catching-up and reminiscences contin-
ued during a trip to the small, attractive ocean
town of Half Moon Bay the next day, ending
with a dinner at a Chinese seafood restaurant
in Millbrae. Souvenirs provided by the
University, including those commemorating

San Francisco reunion

(From left:) Ernest Chu, Eugene Wong, Donald Boehnker,
Hiroyuki Hiraoka, CY Chien, Henry Liu, CK Shen and Ming Liou
at the first reunion for former faculty and staff in San Francisco.

the farewell of founding President Chia-Wei
Woo, were much appreciated and reminded
the attendees once again of their fond
memories of HKUST.

Other former faculty and staff present
were Dr Donald Boehnker, previously
Director of the Educational Technology
Center and his wife Nancy; Prof Ernest Hsiao-
Ying Chu, founding Department Head of
Biology, and his wife Nien-Si; Al Clancy,

previously of the Safety and
Environmental Protection
Office, and his wife Shirley;
P r o f e s s o r  E m e r i t u s
(Chemistry) Hiroyuki
Hiraoka and his wife
Mar tha Dahlen, who
worked in the Public
Affairs Office and Office of
C ont r a c t  a n d  Gr a nt
Administration; Professor
E m e r i t u s  ( C i v i l
Engineering) Chih-kan
Shen and his wife Mamie;
Prof Eugene Wong, former
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  f o r

Research and Development, and his wife Joan;
Professor Emeritus (Electrical and Electronic
Engineering) Ming Liou and his wife Pearl;
and Helen Chan Wong, former Executive
Assistant to the Vice-President for
Administration and Business. Betty Law,
current Assistant to the Vice-President for
Academic Affairs, who was visiting San
Francisco at the time with her four-year-old
daughter, also attended.
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HKUST showcased to the public

Associate Professor Neil Mickleborough
(Civil Engineering) is not a man who sits on
life’s sidelines. Along with his academic
teaching and research, he combines life as an
undergraduate hall warden, athletics coaching
and organizing student social events with a
host of invigorating interests of his own,
including flying (he has a private pilot’s license),
mountaineering, gliding and scuba diving.

It is a challenging existence, but it was the
opportunity for just this kind of action-
packed schedule that propelled Prof
Mickleborough from the University of New
South Wales, Sydney, to become a founding
facult y  memb er of  HKUST ’s  Civ i l
Engineering Department in February 1992.

One of the University’s key ideas from the
outset has been to provide an all-round
education, and Prof Mickleborough made it
his goal to encourage students to combine the
academic with extra-curricular activities.

He helped set up the Distance Runners’
and Track and Field Clubs, and five years ago
became the warden of 460 undergraduates
who live on campus at Endeavor House. “My
life is total teaching,” he says. “And I thoroughly
enjoy it.”

Prof Neil Mickleborough

�� !"#$10th Anniversary Profiles

HKUST showcased to the public

To celebrate HKUST’s 10th anniversary, the Office of University
Development and Public Affairs has organized a roving exhibition
to promote the University to the people of Hong Kong. Contents of
the 10 exhibition panels comprise highlights of historical events
and University achievements, as well as descriptions of our faculty,
students, alumni and facilities. As the target audience is the general
public, the panels are in Chinese.

The exhibition has visited prominent venues around town,
including the Landmark West Bridge, Times Square, and Shatin
and Tai Po Market KCR Stations since early June. Members of the
HKUST community also got to see it on campus from 7 to 19 July.
They will get another chance when it returns in late September for
the annual Student Outreach Day and in early November for the
Ninth Congregation.

Our new President, Prof Paul Ching-Wu Chu, has described
HKUST as Hong Kong’s “best-kept-secret”. Hopefully this exhibition
is helping to reveal this secret to the community.

two evenings they reminisced about the early
effervescent days when the University was
developing, new ways being forged and the
then undergraduate had leapt over a fence
surrounding the unfinished Athletics Field to
become the first person to race round the
track.

“It was crazy but great fun,” says Prof
Mickleborough. “My aim in the future is to
try to keep the enthusiasm with which the
University was initially set up and to keep
students motivated for life. Plan for tomorrow,
but don’t forget to enjoy today.”

It is not always easy though.
“Students tend to come from an
education system where all the
importance is placed on passing
exams. Many don’t initially see the
advantages of interaction with
other people,” he says. “Living on
campus is one of  the most
important parts of their education
maturity-wise and socially. This is
where they will make some of
their best friends, ones they will
keep for life. Going to university
is a living experience, not just an
academic one.”

Breadth of experience also encompasses
an international perspective, according to Prof
Mickleborough. One example is his research
work with the Technical University of
Hamburg-Harburg, which, along with other
faculty members’ connections, has opened the
way for HKUST’s civil engineering students
to pursue further studies in Germany.

Re c ent l y  i n  C op e n h a ge n , Prof
Mickleborough met up with an early HKUST
graduate, a founder of the Track and Field Club
and now a senior manager in Denmark. Over
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In the July issue, Genesis  asked how much do you know about records set
at the University. Here are the answers we received from the related offices.

The largest amount of Competitive Earmarked Research Grants received:

The Research Grants Council announced the results of the 2001/02
Competitive Earmarked Research Grants Scheme on 29 June. A new HKUST
record on funding received from the Scheme was set by Associate Professor
Mingjie Zhang (Biochemistry) for his proposal on neuronal scaffold protein
GKAP. It is the first time a project from our University received a grant higher
than two million dollars, totaling HK$2,094,000.

The youngest faculty member:

All faculty members at HKUST must hold a doctorate degree and have proven
experience in their specialized field. Even with these stringent requirements,
our faculty are young (the average age is under 40). Assistant Professor
Andrew Wing-On Poon (Electrical and Electronic Engineering) holds the
record as the youngest faculty member of the University. Dr Poon will celebrate
his 27th birthday in mid-August.

The course with the largest number of students registered in one semester:

In the Fall Semester of 1997-98, the “LANG 100 English for Academic
Purposes” course offered by the Language Centre reached a new record of
1,892 students and has remained the largest class since then.

The fastest runners and swimmers on campus:

Kwok-Wai Pat (Chemistry 1994) holds the male record for the 100 m sprint
(10.85 sec in 1992), while the female record holder is Lai-Chun Sze
(Accounting 1998) (13.80 sec in 1996). The male and female record holders
of the 50 m freestyle are Chi-Yung Lo (Computer Science 2001) (27.63 sec
in 1999), and Man-Sam Lam (Biology 1997) (32.42 sec in 1994), respectively.

Largest independent student society and student sports club:

HKUST students are known for their awareness of society and social
responsibility. So it’s no surprise that the largest independent student society
is the Student Social Service Society. The largest student sports club is the
award-winning Dance Society, which has taken home the Overall Champion
award at the Intervarsity Dance Competition for the last two years.
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Home Affairs
Dr Gerald Patchell (SOSC) is happy to announce
the birth of a son, Jack Samuel Patchell, on 22
May 2001.
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In the “Scholarships, Activity Awards, and
Bursaries/Loan Funds 2000–01” supplement of the
July 2001 issue of Genesis, Etchia Wong, awardee
of the Hongkong Bank Foundation Local Bursary
and Scholarship Program and the InterCham
Scholarship, should be listed as a student of
Accounting, Year 2.
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