
HONG KONG UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY VOL.11  NO.7  2 AUGUST 2000

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Business School wins EQUIS accreditation .............  2

On the Light Side ...................................................  2

RGC Earmarked Research Grants results ................  3

First graduation for computer forensics program ..  3

Tour of TNT’s European logistics facilities ...............  3

China Synergy Program .........................................  4

Mission with Action in Cambodia ..........................  4

The HKUST campus is busy as ever
during the summer. People from
different walks of life come to the

University to attend seminars, conferences
and summer courses. Among the visitors are
groups of secondary-school students who
come to learn and have fun at the same time.

The programs tailor-made for secondary-
school students kicked off with a series of
Public Lectures held on 3, 5 and 7 July. Some
1,010 teachers and students from 19 second-
ary schools attended the lectures and after-
wards toured the University’s teaching and
research facilities.

One hundred and fifty-three top Form 6
students participated in the Engineering
School Summer Camp held from 13 to 17
July. Entitled ‘Engineering—Momentum of
the New Millennium’, the camp was designed
to give secondary-school students a better un-
derstanding of various engineering disciplines
as well as the career prospects for engineers.

The climax of the camp was brought by a
robot design competition co-sponsored by
LEGO Dacta HK Ltd. Participants worked in
small teams to build and program their own
robots using LEGO bricks and robotics soft-
ware applications. They needed to integrate
their skills in engineering design, computer
programming, team-building and problem
solving to build robots for competition in line-
tracing, projectile motion and goal-scoring.

Fifty outstanding sixth formers got a
chance to explore contemporary physics from

a new perspective during the Physics Sum-
mer School 2000 from 17 to 21 July.  “The
purpose of the Physics Summer School is not

to cover the standard physics curriculum for
first-year undergraduates. Rather, we hope to
inspire students to look beyond standard text-
books and the examination curriculum, and
to consider physics in a broader context tak-
ing in recent major developments in the field,”
said Associate Professor Pak Wo Leung of the
Department of Physics and Summer School
organizer. Apart from attending lectures, par-
ticipants got a chance to conduct experiments
such as making a solid state laser and light
emitting diode in the University’s state-of-the-
art research laboratories.

Divided into four groups (two in biology
and two in physics) relevant to their intended
fields of study, 200 students from 96 second-
ary schools attended the Science School
Summer Camp from 24 to 28 July.  The camp
was jointly organized by the School of Sci-
ence’s five departmental student societies. Sci-
ence School alumni contributed by talking
about their experiences as students at HKUST
and the many career avenues open to science
graduates outside of teaching and research.

The Departments of Economics and Fi-
nance co-organized a five-day Summer Study
Program from 31 July to 4 August for 94 stu-
dents recommended by their school
principals. Participants were given a taste of
what it is like to study economics and finance
in a hi-tech environment, with an interna-

Secondary-school students
learn and have fun at HKUST

tional faculty, well-equipped com-
puter and case laboratories, and a
state-of-the-art library.

Participants also enjoyed a rich
schedule of activities and social

gatherings, including: a dinner speech by Mr
Matthew Cheung Kin Chung, Director of
Education of the HKSAR Government; a visit
to prominent business organizations such as
Apple Daily & Ming Pao Holdings Ltd; case
laboratory experiments; video-conferencing
with Nanyang Technological University in
Singapore; and various sports and manage-
ment games.

Of course, none of these programs could
have succeeded without the enthusiastic par-
ticipation of the secondary-schools and their
students. The organizers are particularly
grateful to the schools for publicizing the
camps and making the effort to select bright
and highly motivated candidates.

Physics Summer School students conduct-
ing experiments in one of HKUST’s research
laboratories.

Public Lecture attendees are given a
tour of HKUST’s teaching and re-
search facilities.

A competition for robots built by
Engineering School Summer Camp
students.
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At a recent ceremony to dedicate our environmentally
friendly rubbish bins, the President suggested that we
join the new trend towards casual dress in the workplace.

This proposal was based on an idea that this would reduce the
need for dry-cleaning and somehow save the world, or at least a
whale or two. I am sure the International Association of Dry
Cleaners is now sponsoring research to refute this claim, but
that’s beside the point. Most of those present who applauded
the idea did so, not out of concern for the environment (indeed,
exactly the opposite if you count the visual environment), but
because they would like an excuse to stop wearing what is some-
times called business attire.

Now there is no doubt that casual clothes have a universal
appeal—that’s why we wear them on weekends and on
vacation. But the odd thing here is that ‘workplace casual’ is
actually a fashion trend, and there are two groups that gener-
ally have little interest in fashion—the elderly and academics.
I have been one or the other, or both, most of my adult life, so

I speak from experience. I can imagine no psychological tor-
ture more painful than being forced to watch Style with Elsa
Klensch on CNN. It is pretty obvious to me that when the local
crowd (academics and old folks—or, like me, both) applaud
workplace casual they mean just wearing the same old
sweatshirt and baseball hat they wear around the house.

But remember this is fashion and it’s BIG, not in the class-
room, but on Wall Street. I was an undergraduate at MIT in the
mid-1950s and, believe me, we really exemplified the notion of
sloppy dress then. Any new item of clothing was introduced to
the chemistry lab as soon as possible to make it suitably stained
for regular wear. We were a striking contrast to the students at
Harvard who were introducing the fashion world to Ivy League
attire at the time. Button-down collars, caps with belts in the
back … bah, humbug! At ‘Tech’, we were slobs and proud of it.
But we were under no illusions that what we wore represented
a fashion trend. The very thought would have horrified us.

So there has to be more to workplace casual than just sloppy
dressing. Well, the late Charles Schulz made it respectable to
seek wisdom in the comics, so I turned to cartoonist Cathy
Guisewite, chronicler of the urban lost soul, for guidance. Here’s
how she explains dressing for a meeting on, say, a Wednesday
in July:

“First of all, a mid-week casual look is more casual than
Monday casual, but less casual than Friday casual. But since
you are having a meeting, you have to dress in ‘dressy casual’
rather than regular casual style. Now, if you are meeting with a
‘sporty casual’ department at a ‘preppy casual’ university, you
need a ‘sporty-preppy-dressy mid-week, mid-summer casual’
outfit.”

Frankly, I don’t care enough about clothes to dress casual.
I think I’ll just throw on a suit and tie and be done with it.

SBM earns European Quality Label

On 5 July 2000, HKUST’s School of
Business and Management (SBM)
became the first business school in

Asia to be accredited by the European Foun-
dation for Management Development
(EFMD).

With 390 member organizations in over
40 countries, EFMD is a leading European
forum for management development. It in-
troduced the European Quality Improve-
ment Systems (EQUIS) in 1997 as a
framework for the strategic audit, interna-
tional benchmarking and accreditation of
management education institutions.
EQUIS evaluates an institution’s overall
performance and not just  i ts  MBA
programs.

To date, 37 institutions, including
HKUST’s SBM, have been awarded the
EQUIS European Quality Label.

SBM’s evaluation by EQUIS took 10
months. The peer review team comprised
three senior academics—Profs Gordon

EQUIS Director, Prof Gordon Shenton (left)
congratulates SBM’s Dean Yuk-Shee Chan
on  the School’s performance and the
quality of its management education
programs.

Fashion casualty

Shenton, EQUIS Director, Christ ian
Delporte, Director International Affairs,
Institut d’Administration et de Gestion,
Université Catholique de Louvain, Belgium,

and Chris Greensted, Dean, Plymouth
Business School, UK—and local corporate
representative Mr Stuart H Leckie, Chair-
man of Woodrow Milliman China Ltd.

“Receiving the EQUIS accreditation
from EFMD is a great honor for the School.
At the regional level, it marks a further
breakthrough in the development and rec-
ognition of the quality of management edu-
cation in Hong Kong and Asia as a whole,”
said SBM’s Dean, Prof Yuk-Shee Chan.

EFMD’s stamp of approval joins a grow-
ing list of accolades for SBM. The US-based
AACSB – The International Association for
Management Education awarded the
School full accreditation in April 1999.
Globally, only a handful of business schools
have so far received dual recognition from
both EFMD and AACSB. Moreover,
HKUST was the only Asian business school
listed in the Financial Times MBA 2000
ranking of top MBA programs and business
schools.
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The Hong Kong SAR Government’s
Research Grants Council (RGC) has
announced the 2000–2001 recipients

of its Competitive Earmarked Research
Grants. For the past six years, HKUST has
led other local institutions in terms of suc-
cess rate. Funding figures recently released
show that this year was no exception.

In this round of funding, HKUST’s suc-
cess rate (60% with 153 proposals funded) is
well above the average success rate (39%)
among all local institutions. This year, the
RGC received a total of 1,652 applications, of

Leading position in RGC grants competition
which 257 were submitted by the University.

Applications are submitted to four RGC
panels: engineering; physical sciences; bi-
ology and medicine; and humanities, social
sciences and business studies. The Univer-
sity received its highest awards from the first
two panels: HK$36.783 million for engi-
neering and HK$16.222 million for physi-
cal sciences.

The total amount of funding provided by
RGC under the Earmarked Research Grants
scheme for 2000–2001 was HK$368.606 mil-
lion, of which HK$87.469 million was

awarded to HKUST. This represents a 14%
increase in the amount awarded to the Uni-
versity compared to last year, and is on a
par with the increase in the total amount
of funding awarded.

Out of the 1,652 applications, around
430 were rated as “fundable but not
funded” because the RGC had insuffi-
cient funding to support them. Fifty-
three applicat ions f rom HKUST
researchers were placed in this category,
representing an increase of 13% com-
pared to last year.

A first-of-its-kind diploma for the IT era

Thirty-seven officers from the Inde-
pendent Commission Against Cor-
ruption and five government depart-

m e nt s — t h e  C u s t o m s  a n d  E x c i s e
Department, Department of Justice, Hong
Kong Police Force, Immigration Department
and Inland Revenue Department—graduated
with a Professional Diploma in Computer Fo-
rensics on 29 June 2000. The program, jointly
organized by HKUST’s School of Engineer-
ing and the Information Security and Foren-
sics Society, is the first of its kind in Hong
Kong.

The intensive 18-day program was di-
vided into three courses, each consisting of six
days of training: Internet, E-Commerce and
IT Security; Computer Forensics, Digital Evi-
dence and Legal Issues; and Network Secu-
rity and Cyber Crime Investigation. The
program included demonstrations and
hands-on laboratory sessions as well as
lectures.

“The Computer Forensics Program offers
professionals an effective way to get abreast
of what is an increasingly important field in
the IT era. It is as applicable to people work-
ing in the commercial sector as it is for people
in public office. In fact, the School of Engi-
neering has received several requests from
banks, credit card centers and financial invest-
ment companies to tailor this type of course
for them. To better serve the community, we
are planning to offer the Computer Forensics
Program to the public starting from Novem-
ber 2000,” said Mr Tin-Yu Wang, the School
of Engineering’s Associate Director for Con-
t i n u i n g  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  E x t e r n a l
Development.

The Professional Diploma in Computer
Forensics is a good starting point for profes-

sionals thinking of pursuing further studies
in information management. For example,
graduates holding this diploma will be given
an advanced standing exemption for approxi-

Recently, the Hong Kong SAR Government
has started to play a more active role in facilitat-
ing the development of local logistics industry.
Its initiatives include setting up a new Commit-
tee on Logistics to coordinate efforts on logis-
tics infrastructure development and building new
facilities.

To better understand the progress of the
world’s logistics industry, Associate Professors
Raymond Cheung and Chung-Lun Li from
HKUST’s Department of Industrial Engineering
and Engineering Management (IEEM) visited a
number of TNT International Express’s logistics
facilities in Europe this summer thanks to the
generous sponsorship from the company’s local
subsidiary, TNT Express Worldwide (HK) Ltd.

Logistical familiarization visit

Visits to TNT‘s European facilities foster closer
collaboration between HKUST and the industry.

The seven-day tour covered TNT’s mail-
sorting facilities, transportation-control hubs,
third-party logistics infrastructures and ware-
houses in Belgium, England, Italy and the
Netherlands.

“The tour was a real eye-opener for us,” said
Prof Li. “We were able to conduct an in-depth
study of TNT’s entire operations structure. It was
very impressive. TNT is not only the world’s larg-
est private post office, but also one of the world’s
largest express mail delivery companies and lo-
gistics service providers.”

 “The development of the logistics industry
in Hong Kong is still lagging behind the US and
Europe,” said Prof Cheung. “Our visits to TNT’s
European facilities enabled us to observe just how

fast the world’s logistics industry is
evolving.”

More generally, the tour helped
to further develop the relationship be-
tween IEEM and TNT Express World-
wide (HK) Ltd. Other collaborative
activities in the pipeline include: TNT
sponsorship of IEEM student projects;
and presentations by senior TNT ex-
ecutives at events organized by the
HKUST Logistics and Supply Chain
Forum, a research facility established
to support the development of logis-
tics technologies. Prof Li is the new
Director of this Forum.

mately one-third of the credits should they
decide to enroll in the School of Engineer-
ing’s Master of Technology Management
in IT program.
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Eight HKUST undergraduates enjoyed
a chance-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
learn more about the Chinese Main-

land and Chinese culture this summer. As
members of the 2nd Chinese Synergy Pro-
gram for Outstanding Youth (CSP)
delegation, they joined 189 other Chinese stu-
dents from around the world on a 17-day tour
of Hong Kong, Guangzhou, Xian, Beijing and
Shanghai led by Dr Alice Lam, Chair of the
University Grants Committee.

The trip started in Hong Kong, using
HKUST campus as a base, and where the 52
local delegates doubled up as tour guides and
hosts. In the Mainland, this role was taken
over by outstanding students from
Zhongshan University in Guangzhou, Xian
Jiaotong University, Peking University and
Tsinghua University in Beijing, and Shanghai
Jiaotong University.

In each city, the program offered a busy
and stimulating schedule of meetings with top
government officials, academics and business
leaders; visits to local business and industrial
sites; exchange activities with local

undergraduates; and, of course, sightseeing.
At once challenging and eye-opening, it

was a memorable trip in many different ways.
For some delegates, the highlight was the
chance to get to know the different faces of
China represented by the five cities. In particu-
lar, the competitive buzz and international
flavor of modern-day Shanghai struck a chord
with several of them, who are now consider-
ing applying to work there after graduating.

Kenneth Tang (Finance yr 2) cited the op-
portunity for frank dialogue with Vice-Pre-
mier Li Lanqing in Beijing and the Hon Tung
Chee Hwa, Chief Executive of the Hong Kong
SAR and CSP patron, as his personal
highlights.

What Venus To (Computer Engineering
yr 2) valued most was the chance to mix with
Chinese peers from so many different cultural
backgrounds, speaking different languages,
and studying at top universities in more than
15 countries and regions, including the Chi-
nese Mainland.

Paul Wong (Marketing yr 3) was specially
impressed by the warmth, openness and high

Late June found 11 other HKUST under-
graduates on a ‘Mission with Action in
Cambodia.’

As the name suggests, this was a far cry
from a typical package tour taking in the capi-
tal, Phnom Penh, and the ruins at Ankor Wat.
Jointly organized by the Rotaract Clubs of
HKUST and the National University of Sin-
gapore (NUS), its main purpose was to foster
insight into the needs and challenges of
healthcare projects and rural schools in Cam-
bodia. Indeed, the only conventional sightsee-

ing on the five-day program was a sobering
visit to the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum, a
former school where more than 20,000 Cam-
bodians were tortured or died between 1975
to 1979 under the regime of Pol Pot and the
Khmer Rouge.

On their arrival in Phnom Penh on 26
June, the HKUST students and nine peers
from NUS were welcomed by representatives
of SAO Cambodia, a local development
agency and their in-country host. Then it was
straight into a two-day induction in basic spo-

ken Khmer, the local language, and
Cambodian culture at the Khmer School
of Language.

Day two included a visit to the Cam-
bodian School of Prosthetics and
Orthotics. Here the delegates met
landmine victims being fitted with arti-
ficial limbs as well as Cambodian and Sri
Lankan students enrolled on a three-year
degree program in prosthetics. The fol-
lowing day was spent delivering supplies
of  food and clothing donated by
Rotaract Club sponsors to patients in the
casualty and AIDS wards of the Soldiers’
Hospital, and the Pediatrics Hospital and
National Nutrition Center.

Day four started with a boat ride up river
to a rural village where the group spent a day
with teachers and 500 pupils at the local
school. In addition to delivering badly needed
stationery and food supplies, the Rotaract del-
egation helped the teachers build a fence to
protect the playground from wandering cattle,
played games with the children and taught
them English nursery rhymes. The spontane-
ous interaction with the village children was
a highlight of the trip for many of the partici-
pants.

Before returning to Singapore, the NUS
students spent four days exploring Hong Kong
and deepening the friendship ties between
HKUST and NUS Rotaract Club members.

The Rotaract Club is a Rotary Club-spon-
sored network of 18 to 30 year olds who un-
dertake community service projects to help
improve the lives of people around them and
in developing countries, and in so doing de-
velop leadership and professional skills. The
HKUST chapter was founded in 1998 and has
more than 200 members. Recent activities in-
clude visits to old people’s homes, summer
internships, tree planting and a rock-climb-
ing course. For more information, e-mail
su_roust@stu.ust.hk.

Face to face with the Motherland

education level of the Mainland students they
met.

Almost all found it a journey of discov-
ery in more than just the literal sense. Not
only did they get the chance to learn at first
hand about many facets of the socio-
economic, technological and cultural devel-
opment of  modern China. They also
discovered more about themselves, and
what it means to be a citizen of the world of
Chinese descent at the beginning of the 21st
century.

Mission with Action: HKUST and NUS students
build a fence for a rural school in Cambodia.

Tourism with a conscience

HKUST China Synergy Program delegates
(from left) Vincent Lock, Gigi Chim, Paul
Wong, Melody Lam, Winten Law, Venus To,
Kenneth Tang and Michael Li, with Student
Counselor Cheryl Lee (far right) and camera
woman Crystal Chan (second from right).
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Payday
Salaries will be paid on 29 August.
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Home Affairs
� Prof Samuel Po Shing Wong (ISMT)

announces his marriage to Miss Fanny
Tze Kay Ho on 2 July.

� Prof Fugee Tsung (IEEM) announces the
birth of a son, Sean Shou-Heng Tsung,
on 30 May.

� Mr Mark Hopkins (LANG) announces the
birth of a daughter, Clara Chen-Lei Hopkins,
on 6 June.

� Ms Fanny Fu (OUDPA) announces the birth
of a son, Edwin Wong, on 22 June.

� Dr Steven Kong (OUDPA) announces the
birth of a son, Christopher Kong, on 18 July.
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Design & Production
Publishing Technology Center

Genesis is published by the Office of
University Development and Public Affairs to keep
members of the HKUST community in touch with

University news and views.

The next issue of Genesis will be published on
6 September 2000. Contributions are welcome,

but must be received at least two weeks before
publication date either by fax at 2358-0537, or by

email to genesis@ust.hk.

© 2000 by Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology.  All rights reserved.
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Various T-Shirts for Saturday and
Summertime from $50 &

"HKUST" neckstring for conference
participants $18
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Campus Calendar
Until end of Oct

Ju Ming Sculpture Exhibition
(Open-air Exhibition)

LG7 Lawn

29 Aug 7:30 pm
CityBrass Summer Recital in HKUST

Exposition Hall
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