
( ) 

1 

A Newsletter for Senior Staff 
and their families of 
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With this issue, number 21, HONG 

NI AO has come of age! And thanks to 

the readers wlw took the time to send 

contributions, YOU get the presents. 

Keep up the good work! 

HEY! 
If it's supposed to be 
MY 21st Birthday, 
how come THEY are 
getting all the presents! 

YOUR WRITE 
~ 

Dear Redbird, 

I often spend disproportionate amounts 
of time trying to figure out answers to 
questions concerning which 
paediatricians, gynaecologists, dentists, 
pediodontrists, counsellors, moving 
vans (,vhen one buys second hand 
stuff) are available/ accessible/ good/ 
affordable/ English speaking (and other 
such earth-shattering matters). 

Hong Niao provides such inf orrnation 
for curtain shops, restaurants, 
haircutting salons (all of which I have 
tried). I was wondering if the combined 
wisdom of UWG members and Hong 
Niao could help shed some light and 
have a column on available medical and 
other facilities for university folk. 

Priya Raghubir 

HONG NIAO is always happy to pass 
on such information in the "Did You 
Know II section - all that is needed is 
readers to provide it. Ed. 
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Boo k s n eed ed 

000 
We would like to make a request for any used 
Chinese or English books that anyone would 
like to donate. 

Through scholarships and visits by some the 
UWG members to the Queen Maude 
Secondar y School (Phase III Hau Tak 
Estate at Junk Bay) it has come to our 
attention that the school is in need of library 
books. They have an enrolment of 1,200 
students spanning Form I thru Form VII (U.S. 
equivalent 7th thru freshmen in college) and 
possess a very limited number of books. Mr. 
Paul Yau (the principal for the past seven 
years) is very concerned about this lack of 
reading materials and has asked for our help in 
collecting books. 

The level of English at the school ranges from 
basic readers to college-level technical books. 
Any level of Chinese books is needed, 
however. The librarian will see that books not 
suitable for students will be offered to the 
school's faculty. 

If you have any material to donate or know of 
any source for books please contact Joanne 
Wolfe on tt 2358.8180 or Betty Mize on 
tt 2358.8209 and we will be glad to pick 
them up. Thanking you in anticipation for 
your kind assistance in helping a local school 
give their students more information through 
reading. 

Joanne Wolfe & Berry Mize 
"(';;J"(';;J~"C:11"\';;J"\';;J"\';;J"(';;J"(';;J~"G;;,"\';;J"\';;J~ 

Intr oductions to business 
people required 

!!)~ 
Help is needed to put Language Centre 
teaching staff in touch with local business 
people who would be willing to allow 
HKUST students to interview them for half an 
hour, sometime in May. 
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This activity forms part of students' business 
communications course - tl1e students have to 
research tlie company/industry backgrounds in 
the Library; make an appointment on the 
telephone; write a letter of confirmation, and 
later one of thanks; give a presentation on 
their visit; and finally, write a factual report on 
the whole experience. 

We have 780 students who need to be 
introduced to companies, no matter how small. 
The only requirement is that the interview be 
conducted in English ( even if the manager is 
Chinese, or any other nationality), and that the 
interviewee does not mind giving up half an . 
hour of the working day to meet with students. 
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I'm afraid 
business 
has not 
been good 

0 

-

HELP! 

---->---~~----
Might I suggest , 
sir, that your 
methods are a 
little out-of-date! 

If you or any acquaintance would be interested 
and willing to participate, please contact: 

~ 

L :,;;~ ~;;~;~ 
Phone: 2358.7867 

or · 
Email to "LCLISA" I ......................................................................... , 

We NEED your HELP! 

( 
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Consumers SI Us 

o~* .;,.xr %9v 
In recent months the Campus Services 
Office (CSO) has held meetings with the 
managements of the on-campus Swindon 's 
Bookstore and Park 'n Shop. In the 
interests of fostering better communications, it 
has been decided to set-up regular meetings 
between the users and the contractors, with 
CSO acting as co-ordinator. 

l·Park 'n Shop • I 
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I don 't care whaJ 

the sign says ... 

.Ji=:===:::. you can't land 
that thing here! 

\Vhile the bookstore user group has already 
been established, there may still be a few 
vacancies for the mini-market's group, and 
residents are invited to participate. Tue first 
meeting was planned for the end of last month, 
however, it may not be too late to join. 

If you are interested, then contact Miss Anna 
Yeung on Email "KS ANNA Y" or call 'ft 

2358.6142. 

Vivien Cheung 
Campus Services Manager 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

UWG's next meeting 

¥ 
Tue next meeting of the University 
Women's Group will be on Thursday, April 
6 from 8 - 9.30 p.m. in the Exhibition Hall. 

IID IlIID 

A new place to eat 
in TST 

~~ 
Originally known as 'The Bull and Bear", the 
Canadian Bar is very nice and spacious, has 
good food and snacks, is not overly priced, has 
large screen T.V., and is quiet (even on 
Sundays). It also has music groups on Friday 
nights . We found it a place of very good value 
and good service that is not off the beaten 
path. 

It is on Humphrey's Ave and you exit the TST 
M1R at the Mosque (Kowloon Park-Nathan 
Road). Cross at the lights, go down a few 
yards, and enter on the right hand side of the 
road. Finally, go up one floor. 

Joanne Wolfe 

~ 
, ......... T1~'f 1t~~·t~~~~t~1J·~n~·~=~;······· .. 1 

! TST, l 
I Kowloon I 
i Ph: 2724. 8733 i 
l Fax: 2724.8755 ! 1 ........................... ...... ..... ............ ............... .............. .... ... .. ...... ..... ,1 

Immigrants to 
Australia needed 

for research purposes 

Volunteers are invited to particrpate in a 
research study which examines the settlement 
and adaptation of Chinese immigrants from 
Hong Kong to Australia. You are urged to 
take part in this research if you: 

• have been approved by the Australian 
Consulate-General in Hong Kong to 
migrate to Australia and will migrate there 
in the near future (prospective 
immigrants). 

or 
• have already migrated to Australia 

(returned immigrants). 



You will be interviewed once in Hong Kong at 
a time and place convenient to-you. A follow
up interview will be held in Australia upon 
your settlement there if you fall into the 
second category (returned immigrants). 

I heard that 
they saved a 
forhine on 
the kid's 
airfares! 

()} 
You are assured of the confidentiality of the 
interviews and the information obtained will 
be used for research purposes only. Data 
collected will be presented in an aggregate 
form which by no means allows identification 
or personal particulars. 

The issues concerning Hong Kong Chinese 
immigrants to Australia are quite different 
from those of other migrant groups. Your 
participation will be a significant contribution 
in gaining a more thorough understanding of 
the issues. On the basis of your migration 
experiences, intervention and preventative 
strategies could be worked out. 

If you, or anyone you know meets the above 
criteria, and can partit-'ipate in this study, 
please contact: 

Ray Choy, 
Lecturer in Social Work, 

Division of Humanities & Social Sciences, 
City University of Hong Kong 

Ph: 2788.9741 
Fax: 2788.7709 

or 
Carmen Pong, 

HK UST 
Ph: 2358.8271 
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A good find to share 
with other car owners 

~ 
We found a shop in Sai Kung that specializes 
in tyres and batteries. They were exceptionally 
helpful when we had two battery failures and 
one flat tyre. Their service was efficient, aoo 
the price was fair. For exan1ple, they charged 
$300 for a new battery - labour included. 

Mr. Chu, the young owner, has poor 
English and Putonghua but makes up for this 
with his willingness and professionalism. 
Give him a try next time you have a dead 
battery or a flat tyre! Here's how you get in 
touch with him:-

........................................................................................... .. .... ... ) 
f ' 
1 Fai Tan (S.P.) Tyre and Battery Co. I 
1 G/F 1794a Po Tung Rd., ! 
I Sai Kung. l 
I Ph: 2792.5877 ! 
~ i j Fax: 2792.0886 j 
I Pager: 1128 298.1234. I 

~ .. .,.,,,,,.,,,.,,.,,.-,,u.-u.-~,,...,.,,.,.,,., .,.,..,.,,,.,.,,.,,,_,.,u·u ·,,.-,u,u u ,,,u,,,,..,_..,.,,.,, ,,..,., ,..,,.,,.,,., ,_....., ., ,_.,,J 

Call me if you need any further information on 
ft 2358.8276. 

Mei Ling Yeh 

OSTRICHES 
Ostriches do not 

bury their heads in 
the sand - if they 

did they would 
suffocate. Hnd 

while they might be 
flightless, they can 

run at 50 mph, at 
which their stride 

1s about 25ft ! 

( \ 
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Our - REDBIRD is delighted to 
welcome a new member to the 
team, Raymond A. Dragan. Ray 
will, from time to time, provide 
us with his own personal insights 
into Hong Kong life. 

LEARNING HOW 
TO "SWIM" 
WITHOUT 

GETTING WET 

by Raymond A. Dragan 

Anyone who spends a. little 

time wandering through the 
sidestreets and back alleys of 
Hong Kong will soon discover 
that the number one pastime of 
local Chinese is Mah Jong. 

"What is Mah Jong?", you ask. 
Simply put, Mah Jong is a card 
game that doesn't use cards. 
While decks of Mah Jong cards 
are available, most die-hard 
players prefer to use tiles. 

Playing with rectangular cubes of 
smooth plastic on which symbols 
are first engraved and then 
painted makes this game of 
chance a very tactile experience. 
In fact, seasoned players are able 
to identify the symbols simply by 
rubbing their thumb over the flat 
surface of the tile's engraved side, 
just as a blind person would read 
Braille. 

Playing with tiles also necessitates 
certain conventions which differ 
from cards. Perhaps the most 
notorious example is the way 
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Mah Jong players start each game. 
Rather than "shuffling" the deck 
in a relatively controlled manner, 
Mah Jong players mix the tiles 
with reckless abandon. It is this 
critical stage in the game which 
generates Mah Jong's 
characteristic clatter, as groups of 
tiles are literally thrust through 
the array of tiles lying loose on 
the table. 

Rather than one person being 
responsible for shuffling the deck, 
in Mah Jong, all four players 
participate in the mixing process. 
The reason it takes four players to 
do the job is that there are many 
more items to handle: 144 tiles as 
compared to 52 cards in a basic 
deck. This of course means that 
the noise level increases fourfold. 
It also means that people who 
don't know any fancy card
shuffling techniques will feel 
right at home with Mah Jong. 

The hand motions used when 
mixing tiles are quite similar to 
the most basic swimming stroke, 
the dog-paddle. For this reason, 
local people like to refer to 
playing Mah Jong as "swimming 
on dry land". 

Looks like this 
game will take 
a bit of getting 
used to! 



More often, however, they 
communicate the idea of playing 
Mah Jong silently with a few 
telling hand gestures. 
Translation: "Do you want to 
play?" 

After years of participating in the 
ritualistic mixing of ·Mah Jong 
tiles, this author has come to the 
conclusion that Mah Jong can be 
viewed as a religious experience. 
If you consider the traditional 
Chinese theory that the world 
was created out of chaos, each 
time tiles are mixed and then 
arranged in neat rows, players re
enact this theoretical process of 
creation. While there may be a 
degree of resonance m this 
observation, everyone knows 
that money not religion is on the 
top of most players' minds. 

The differences between Mah 
Jong and cards don't stop with 
mixing versus shuffling. Mah 
Jong tiles are not stacked into one 
pile - the proverbial "deck" of 
cards - but rather arranged into a 
"wall" with four sides. Instead of 
cutting the deck, Mah Jong 
players roll three small dice to 
determine where the wall is to be 
broken. Tiles are not "dealt" but 
rather drawn, not one at a time, 
but rather in groups of four. 
Since tiles are not strictly 
speaking dealt, Mah Jong has no 
"dealer". Instead, there is a player 
who is designated as the 
"banker". Unlike a dealer who 
deals to himself or herself last, 
the banker in Mah Jong is the 
first to draw tiles from the wall. 

. While each player takes 13 tiles 
for his or her starting hand, the 
banker is entitled to take 14. 
Since a winning hand must 
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contain 14 tiles, the banker has 
the very first chance to win the 
game. The odds of that, however, 
are very low indeed. 

You might have the impression 
that Mah Jong is exclusively a 
Chinese game and thus is rightly 
their private preserve. At last 
check, the Chinese government 
has not yet declared Mah Jong a 
"national treasure". What many 
people don't realize is that Mah 
Jong is also popular in the West. 
In fact, during the roaring 1920's, 
the game was so popular in the 
United States and Britain that the 
sales of Mah Jong sets surpassed 
those of radio sets. No 
insignificant statistic when one 
considers that this was the age of 
the radio. 

The "one" bamboo 

tile in Mah Jong is 

traditionally rep-

resented by the 

image of a sparrow, 

after which the 

game is named. 

As a case in point, the author of 
this short article first learned the 
game of Mah Jong from his next
door neighbour in a small · town 
in Canada. Her prized possession 
was a set of tiles made of ivory 
with bamboo backing. Every so 
often, she would invite several 
neighbourhood youths to play a 
few rounds of Mah Jong in her 
home. It is to her that this piece 
is fondly dedicated. 

( \ 
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If after reading this, you get the 
urge to learn more about how to 
play Mah Jong, just dive right in 
and start swimming. HKUST has 
its own group of Mah Jong 
enthusiasts* who would be happy 
to help you get wet. 

Just remember, BYO earplugs. 

(* Open to all UWG members, contact Jill Barber 
on 2358.8154 for information ... Ed.) 
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GREEN 
POUJER ! 

Would you like to join-the Green Power 
Organisation? The following are its 
objectives:-

• 

• 

Explore "green thinking" and 
adv~te "green living" in Hong Kong. 
Participate in social services . 
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• 
• 

Prm•!de opportunities for personal growth . 
Provide opportunities for better 
communication among "green dreamers" 
and "green groups". 

Members' Duties: 

• 

• 

• 

Ta~ce _an active part in promoting the 
obJecuvcs of Green Power. 
Pay a subscription according to 
membership status when admitted as 
members, or whenever due. 
Attend general meetings . 

,Vhat use is the 
Ozone Layer? ... 
it's got a hole in it! 

Members' Rights & Privileges: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Possess a membership card and enjoy 
relevant benefits and facilities. 
Members who pay their membership fee 
by autopay will also receive a "green 
gift". 
Receive free issues of official publications 
of Green Power. 
Have priority to join activities organised 
by Green Power. 
Enjoy special discounts when purchasing 
"green books" and other products. 
Assist with promotional work for Green 
Power. 

Life, donor, ordinary, senior, and 
student members:-

• 
• 

• 

Receive a "green gift" . 
Have the right to vote and are eligible to 
be elected as activators at general 
meetings. 
Are eligible to be elected as voluntary 
officers at activators' meetings. 

Green Power actMties from 
now till the end of this year: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

** "Green Thinking and 
Green Living". Every Friday from 
March 10 till June 9 from 7-9 p .m. 
Contact Ms. Lee Suk-fun. 

* * "Green Community 
Development Training 
Programme". Every Tuesday from 
April 4 to May 23 from 7-9 a.m. Contact 
Ms. Lee Suk-fun. 

Flag Day. April 14 from 8-12 noon . 
Contact Mr. Li Ho-tung. 

Release of Green Consumerism 
booklet on May 5. Contact Ms. Jase 
Ng. 

Environmental Education 
Workshop. July - date to be 
confirmed. Contact Mr. Alex Yan. 

"Towards a Green Campus" . 
July - date to be confirmed. Contact Mr. 
Alex Yan. 

Environmental Work Camp . 
At YMCA Wong Yee Chau Youth Camp. 
July - date to be confirmed. Contact Mr. 
Alex Yan. 



• 

• 

• 

"Women's Environmental 
Education Programme". 
November - date to be confirmed. Contact 
Ms. Lee Suk-fun. 

"Youth Earth Summit '95" • 
November - to be confirmed. Contact 
Ms. Lee Suk-fun. 

Green 
Award. 

District Fighter 
December - to be confirmed. 

Contact Mr. Alex Yan. 

** Indicates that the programme 
will be conducted in Chinese. 

Lily l-lsieh has a detailed activities list 
so if you need more information call 
2358. 8173. I am trying to have the 
University Women's Group become 
an Institute Member, the annual fee 
being $200. Hopefully we can get it 
and many of our interested UWG 
members can benefit from it. 

L Swallow Wei, am the current 
contact person with Green Power and 
you can call me on 2358.8227. The 
contact phone number at Green 
Power is 2314.2661 and their tax 
number is 2314.2662. 

English teacher 
wanted 

A native English teacher is required to teach 
University ancillary staff who have little or no 
English speaking background. Applicants 
must have qualifications in ESL or EFL. 

Send Email to "EOCODANA" or 
"PAFANNY" or tt 2358.6302. 
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Second - hand 
furniture needed 

I am looking for second-hand furniture. I 
have just moved in and need to fill my empty 
nest. If you can help, then please contact me 
on tt 2358.7028, Email "zohra@cs.ust.hk". 

Editor, Cartoons & Production 

Maria Hackett TJ/6B 
8'2358.8266 
Email "REDBIRD" or 
IN% 11 R EDB I RD@us th k. ust. h k II J 

Regular Contributors 

Swallow Wei 
1t2358.8227 

T2/JOA 

Carol Lunce T2 /4A 
1t 2358.8210 
Raymond A . Dragan 
1t 2358.6180 

HONG NIAO is a monthly newsletter 
distributed free to HKUST Senior Staff and their 
families. It is published with resources solicited 
by members of the UWG and others. It is printed 
by EfC. Each issue is distributed in the first week 
of each month. All entries should be in writing 
(preferably typed) and submitted to: The Editor, 

Tower 1/68 or Email "REDBIRD" or 
IN%"REDBIRD@usthk . ust. hk" 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS 

lSTH OF EACH MONTH 
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