
The summer break was a time of 
anticipation, preparation, rec- · 
reation, relation, prostration, 
and recuperation. · We hope you 
managed to do all that and more. 
But sadly, all things must come 
to pass. The next issue of 
HONG NIAO (Issue No. 50) will 
be the last. REDBIRD is now · 
nearly 6 years old and thinks it's 
about time to move on to other 
things. Stay tuned though , the 
final issue has yet to come. So 
for the moment ... 

Now I must fly ... 

Editor 

. What's up, 
REDBIRD. Is 
your sundial 
going too 

· fast for you'? 
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Mike Assures Us ... 

Mike Hudson assures us of the 
. following: 

There is more covered car parking 
available at level 5 in the multi
storey car park, as EMO has moved 
out the stores. And there's more to 
come soon on level 6. 

The canopy over the bus stop at the 
northern entrance has been extended . 
to stop us getting wet when it rains 
- more seats are on order. 

We can now go from the atrium to 
the ground floor terrace without 
going through the restaurant thanks 
to new access near lifts 13-15 

There is a great new fitness room 
on LG4. 



2 

Ii 11111 LL 11111 ·s 
IIEST 

-UJJJJh S ,U)fll!lom W el 

As we winddown this newsletter, it is rather 
timely that our Guest on the Nest this month 
is Richard Hollinger, Archivist and Special 
Collections Librarian in our Library. He is 
here to tell us about the historic significance of 
REDBIRD. 

HONG NIAO 

& 

HKUST 
.HISTORY 

Richard .Hollinger 

M aria, our editor, has 
· asked me to explain why some 
time back HKUST Archives . 
requested a complete set of past 
issues of HONG NIAO. 

It is the responsibility of 
University Archives to ensure the 
history of the University is 
adequately documented. In large 
measure, this objectiv~ is 
achieved by collecting and 
preserving administrative files that 
document University policies and 
initiatives. But the academic 
programs, research projects, 
agreements, administrative 
initiatives and other matters that 
are recorded in the official records 
do not tell the complete story of the 
University. 

Part of the story is the 
experiences of many of HKUST's 
staff: the diverse community of 

people who have come from 
around-the world to contribute to 
the educational, research, and 
service efforts of this institution. 
Future historians, as well as future 
students, faculty, and staff of the 
University, will undoubtedly have 
many questions about the early 
years of this institution. What was 
it like to teach here in the 1990's? 
·what was the nature of the 
campus community? What did 
staff and students do in their free 
time? How did these things 
change over time? These and 
many other questions cannot be 
fully answered from official 
records. 

HONG NIAO will be a 
significant historical source about 
residential life at HKUST. From it 
future historians will learn about 
the array of collective activities that 
wove residents into a tightly-knit 
community: hiking, shopping, 
swimming, tennis, yoga, bridge, · 
mahjong, book exchanges, 
cooking lessons, children's play 
groups; etc. 

An editor of a 
newsletter gives 
r eaders what they 
want, and then 
hopes they want it! 

(Cont ... ) 



They will also find that this 
diverse group of residents · 
commemorated holidays from 
every part of the world: Chinese 
New Year, Christmas, Ramadan, 
Halloween, Seder, and 
St.Patrick's Day, to name a few 
that are covered in the pages of 
REDBIRD. And they will discover 
some of the causes to which 

. residents devoted themselves, 
such as collecting funds for the 
Hainan Project and the Mai Po 
Nature Reserve. In short, HONG 
NIAO will provide an invaluable . 
glimpse of campus life beyond the 
classroom and office ~ 
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Perhaps the title ought to read "Herstory". 
While this newsletter attests to the significant 
contributions the men of our community have 
made, it's perhaps only fair to acknowledge . 
that the major work has . been done by its 
women. Ed. 

LIVING 
WITH 
EMO 

Cable 's Out 
of the 
Sewer! 

N ow that most people . 
have returned from the 
summer break, it is time to 
update everyone with recent 
developments. Following 
direct negotiation, we 
persuaded CNN and CNBC to 
permit Pacific Satellite to 
transmit their programmes on 
our campus. We are grateful 

to Wharf Cable for permitting 
them to do so. 

Meetings have been 
held with Wharf Cable, and 
their management has 
supported the construction of 
the fiber hub in Tseung Kwan 
0. This is a critical component 
in the signal distribution 
system to our campus. They 
have undertaken to return to 
campus to complete the 
underground cable 
installation which they 
abandoned at the beginning of 
this year: If all goes .to plan 
(unfortunately it never has 
done · before!) campus 
residents should b~ able to 
sign up for Cable TV by the 
end of the year. . Details of 
programme availability and 
costs will be made available 
nearer the time. 

Happy viewing! 

Mike Hudson, 
Director, 

Estates Management Office 

At the moment, the only thing we 
get on Hong Kong T.V. is dust! 



4 

Tf'e can a// learn something .iv.m our mothers 
and grandmothers. So we have p1vVJded all 
those wives out there with a /Jane(,.~ cut-out 
gwde to stick on I.he refngerator as a 
reminder It: is an exact ert:el'pt nvm a 1.95(J's 
Home Economics Tei"lbook Ed 

~ 
The ·Good Wives Guide 

Have dinner ready: Plan ahead, even 
the night before, to have a delicious meal 
ready, on time for his return. This is a 
way of letting him know that you have 
been thinking about him . and are 
concerned about his needs. Most men 
are hungry when they come home and 
the prospect of a good meal (especially · 
his favourite dish) is part of the warm 
welcome needed. 

Prepare yourself- Take 15 minutes to 
rest so you'll be refreshed when he 
arrives. Touch up your make-4p, put a 
ribbon in your hair and be fresh
looking. He has just been with a lot of 
work-weary people. Be a little gay and a 
little more interesting for him. His 
boring · day may need a lift and one of 
your duties is to provide it. 

· Clear away the clutter: Make one last 
trip through the main part of the house 
just before your husband arrives. Gather 
up schoolbooks, toys, paper, etc. and 
then run a dustcloth over the tables. 
Over the cooler months of the year you 
should prepare and light a fire for him 
to unwind by. Your husband will feel he 
has reached a ·haven of rest and order, 
and it will give you a lift too. After all, 
catering for his comfort will provide you 
with immense personal satisfaction. 

Prepare the children: · Take a few 
minutes to wash the children's hands and 
faces (if they are small), comb their hair, 
and if necessary, change their clothes. 
They are little treasures and he would 
like to see them playing the part. 

Minimise all noise: At the time of his 
arrival, eliminate all noise of the washer, 
dryer or vacuum. Try to encourage the 
children to be quiet. Be happy to see 
him. Greet him with a warm smile and 
show sincerity in your desire to please 
him. · 

Listen to him: You may have a dozen 
important things to tell him but the 
moment of his arrival is not the time. 
Let him talk first - remember, his topics 
of conversation are more important than · 
yours. 

Make the evening his: Never complain 
if he comes home late or goes out to 
dinner, or other places of entertainment 
without you. Instead try to understand 
his world of strain and pressure, and his 
very real need to be at home and relax. 

Your goal: Try to make sure your 
home is a place of peace, order and 
tranquillity where your husband can . 
renew himself in body and spirit. Don't 
greet him with complai.nts and problems. 
Don't complain if he's late home for 
dinner or even if he stays out all night. 
Count this as minor compared to what he 
might have gone through that day. 

Make him comfortable: Have him lean 
back in a comfortable chair or have him 
lie down in the bedroom. Have a cool or 
warm drink ready for him. Arrange his 
pillow and offer to take off his shoes. · 
Speak in a low soothing and pleasant 
voice. Don't ask him questions about his 
actions or question his judgment · or 
integrity. Remember, he is the master of 
the house and as such will always 
exercise his will with fairness and · 
truthfulness. You have no right to 
question him. 

~4 good wife cVWBJ'S knows 
her place. 

Since getting married, 
I have discovered 
something that does 
the work of ten men ... 
one woman!, 
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Whose Language 

Is It Anyway? 
English is the global language. 

· However, did you know that many 
everyday English words have been 
impo~d from all over the world? Here 
are a few of them: 

Yen (i.e. craving): Chinese 
Tycoon: Japanese 

Skunk: Algonkian Indian 
Alcohol: Arabic 

Barbecue: Arawak 
Zebra: Bantu 

Rapids: Canadian French 
Vassal: Celtic · 

Cravat: Croatian 
Robot: Czech· 
Boss: Dutch · 

Kayak: Eskimo 
Emotion: French 

Delicatessen: German 
Astronomy: Greek 
Ukulele: Hawaiian 

.Amen: Hebrew 
Punch: Hindi 

Smithereens: Irish 
Rocket: Italian 
Focus: Latin 

Tomato: Nahuatl 
Salt: Old Norse 
Lilac: Persian 

Quinine: Quechua Indian 
Sputnik: Russian 

Jute: Sanskrit 
Taboo: Tongan 

Jaguar: Tupi Indian 
Yogurt: Turkish 

Mahogany: West Indian 
Kibitzer: Yiddish 

--------·~ 

Mom. Is there 
a word in the 
English language · 
that contains all 
vowels? 

UNQUESTIONABLY! 

EX 
LIBRIS 

m.ItJJi v Lctol'Ja c LU~~ 

School 1s In 
For Fall 

I t's October, which 
means that in addition to the 
University starting classes last 
month, school began all over · 
Hong Kong. Here at HKUST, a 
Montessori-style pre-school with 
instruction in Mandarin and 
English also opened. 

(Cont ... ) · 
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Parents who are 
considering sending their 
children to nursery school or 
kindergarten . off-campus might 
want to learn a little more on the 
topic by reading "Hong Kong's 
Children: Their Pre-schools and 
Families" (LB1140.25 H85 873 
1992). An interesting (if rather 
dated) book comparing 
American, Japanese, and 
Chinese preschool education is: 
"Pre-school in Three Cultures" 
(LB1140.25J3 T63 1989). 
However, you'll have to wait 
until I finish with it. 

Nursery schools and 
childcare centres are monitored 
and licensed by the Social 
Welfare 'Department, whose web 
page can be visited at 
http://www. info .gov .hk/swd/ 
english/info/index.htm. A list of 
childcare centres is also 
available for inspection in their 
offices in Wanchai, or on 
request. You can call 2892-5323 
or mail or visit 8/F, Wu Chung 
House, 213 Queen's Road East, 
Wanchai. · 

All schools from 
kindergarten through secondary 
are in the Education 
Oepartmen t's bailiwick. You . can 
visit their web site and learn 
more about education for non
Chinese speaking children at 
URL http://www.info.gov.hk/ed/ 
school/ esf/ esfindex.htm. 

In addition to the English 
Schools Foundation, there are 
also two government schools that 
off er instruction in English/ 
Urdu/Hindi, and numerous 
private schools that offer 
British/ American/Canadian 
curriculum, as well as French, 
German, Indonesian, Japanese, 
Korean, etc. · There are also 
schools in which English is the 

principal medium of instruction,' 
with Chinese taught as a second 
language. They are prepared to 
admit pupils whose standard of 
Chinese is lower than those of 
local pupils. 

There are also 
downloadable lists of 
government and govemment
subsidized schools at URL 
http://www.info.gov.hk/edlschoo 
1/schlist/schlist.htm~ 

Here's 1ny report card, daddy ... 
and one of yours I found in the attic. 

' • 

51a:;11s IJf Tiii: 

T1m1:s 

Do not thump the 
machines -
look for an 
attendant 



South 
China Sea 
Outrigger 

Canoe 
Club 
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Tina Morris 

E veryone talks about the 

amazing location of HKUST, 
overlooking the many islands 
dotted around the beautiful 
South China Sea. But how many 
people manage to go out on the 
water and get a closer look? Well, 
here is your· opportunity! This 
month, a local outrigger canoe 
club--based at the Hebe Haven 
Scout Centre--will be bringing 
their boat to the University beach 
area on Sunday the 18th from 2 
till 4. Anyone interested can 
come and have some fun. 

Outrigger canoeing began 
long ago as the principal form of 
transport for the peoples of 
Oceania, Polynesia, and num
erous other island cultures. 
While traditional outriggers were 
carved out of a single tree trunk, 
modern versions embody many 
of the original design features, 
making this craft efficient and 
extremely seaworthy. The most 
obvious characteristic is the 

"ama" (the actual outrigger 
pontoon) which provides a high 
degree of stability without 
imposing significant drag. 

The South China Sea 
Outrigger Canoe Club has a six
person outrigger canoe from 
Australia which we typically take 
out a few times a week. Paddling 
sessions usually last between two 
anc;i four hours, and can range as 
far as High Island Reservoir in 
Sai Kung Country Park or ·as near 
as Silverstrand. · Current club 
members enjoy the sport for both 
leisure and the competitive opp
ortunities, with some having 
participated in international races 
in Australia and Hawaii. 

Do canoes sink often'? 

. We enjoy getting new 
people into the boat, so if you're 
interested in trying out the sport 
(or if you're a veteran outrigger) 
do come and meet us on the 18th. 
If you do, . you'll want to prepare 

(Cont ... ) 
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for getting a little wet and expect 
to paddle for about ten to twenty 
minutes. If you enjoy yourself, 
you'll be welcome to join us for a 
longer paddle. We try to rotate 
beginners into the boat one or 
two at a time so that they can 
learn more easily and experience 
the fun of a fast boat. Beginners 
should expect sessions to last 
under an hour and a half and you 
won't actually be paddling the 
whole· time. 

Come and experience 
outrigger canoeing, grab your 
chance to explore the local 
beaches, have some fun while 
exercising, and get a different · 
view of the University from the 
water! 

For more information, 
send us an e-mail at: 

1 bl ue@concentric.net 
or we are on the web at: 
http:/ /home.ust.hk/-sorf / oc/. 

<wish [I'd Said <that -
[2\forman <Douglas 1868-1952] 

Education is a state
controlloo manufactory 

of echoes 

LAST WORDS 

All the worid's a 
stage, and most. 
of us are bit-part 
players! 

Edi.tor, Cartoons 
& ~rodticti.on 

uttaria <Jfackett 
T1/6B ff 2358.8266 

E-B REDBIRD or 
IHX"REOBIRO@usthk.ust.hk" 

~egular Contrt.hutor 

Swallow <Wei 
TlS/G/F • A. ft 2358.2616 

E-B ACSYUEI 

HONG NIAO (REDBIRD) is a monthly newsletter 
distributed free to HKUST Senior Staff and their families. It 
is published with resources soli cited by members of the 
UWG, and others. It is printed on re-cycled paper by ETC. 
Each issue is distributed in the first week of each month. 
All entries should be in writing. 

DEADL1HE FDR SUBMiSSIDH . 15 15th OF EACH MOHTH 


