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HO~G \'IAO is dynamic! It is an active 
and potent force - in short, it gets results! 
The best example of this is the prompt, 
positive response ,vhich we received from 
the EMO office in reply to our request for 
a bench at the bus stop (see Campus 
Chronicles). We are not the only ones 
who have had good results from using 
HO>:G :\lAO a-s a tool to fulfil some of 
our everyday needs. Many of our 
contributors have expressed delight at the 
attention which they have received from · 
their readers. 

HO~G ?\'iAO is 
constantly evolving. 
Compare Issue 1 
with this issue and 
you will see what 
we mean. These 
changes are the 
result of the many 
and varied 
contributions which 
we receive - and 
what a talented 

bunch of writers we have on Campus! If 
we did not have these contributions, 
HONG NIAO would cease to operate. 
Remember, it is YOUR newsletter, it 
belongs to .YQ!J, to do with what Y.ill.l 
wish! So keep those contributions coming 
and keep HO~G l\-"JAO a force to reckon 
with. 

Now I must fly -
Editor 

This is an opportunity for yo,, to ro"ice 
your opinions/concerns on anJthing 
af(ectinf? rhe HKVST community. 

Dear Editor, 

CONFESSION OF A 
FRIENDLY SOUL 

Being friendly in nature; I can not pass 
people by without saying hello with a 
smile. This easily develops into 
exchanges of pleasantries and soon, 
conversations. VOILA! I have a new 
friend. 

A friend of pre-HK.UST time was walking 
with me on campus recently while I 
behaved as my usu.al friendly self and she 
said to me that it must be very nice to have 
so many friends. I said YES, 99.99% of 
the time ....... . 

Ah well, let .me tell you the story of the 
0.01 %. A_ few years .ago, I was walking 

I 

I 
I 



from my lab. to the library on another 
campus with a BIG 1 x 2 inch white gauze 
bandage on my left temple. It covered a 
small 1/2 pea size incision done by a 
surgeon. I was being my friendly self and 
saying hello right and left to my friends, 
but of course they all wanted to know 
w0at's the story of the BIG bandage. 

After repeating 7 or 8 times the true story, 
I got a little bored of repeating myself and 
started to make-up things as I went along. 
"I walked into the door last night!" (Haw! 
Haw! That's just like you!). "I fell and hit 
my head on the table" (You poor thing! It 
must hurt something terrible!). "It's the 
cat" [I do not have a cat!] ........ 

It became a chaUenge for me to make up 
causes for my BIG bandage, un.til I was by 
the library and met this old friend of mine. 
A devilish thought got hold of me. To 
answer his question, I bowed my head 
and said in a miserable tone: "My 
husband and I had a fight last night". 

My husband being well-known to be a 
gentle soul, you can understand the 
friend's saucer-eyes and gaping mouth, 
and of course I had to tell my friend right 
away: "I am only kidding! I am only 
kidding". 

Now you understand why I have to sign 
my name Anonymous. 99.99% of the 
time, vou can trust me! 

Anonymous 

And fil happen to know that both M:r and Mrs 
Anonymous are well-kno,vn to be friendly, gentle 
souls - bow do we know? ...... a little bird told 
us. 

_______ Ed. 

bitj/ -----
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Announcements of meetings, parries, 
children's groups, births, etc. that rou 
wish to make. · 

\\'OULDN'T IT BE NICE IF ....... YES, 
IT WILL BE!! 

Remember in last month's issue when we 
expressed a desire for benches at the bus 
stop. Well, those lovely people in the 
E.1\10 office have granted our wish! 

Almost ·within a blink of an eye (or a wave 
of a magic wand) Candy Scalberg 
received an E1\1AIL and it went 
something like this:-

"Greetings! Mr. Mike Hudson has read 
your article on "Wouldn't it be nice if there 
was a BENCH at the bus stop". YES! he 
thinks it would. Denise v.ill be reviewing 
the design for public seats throughout the 
campus, no doubt she will bear your 
request in mind". How about that! 



They do stress, however, that tender, 
procurement, delivery and installation will 
take time and that we should allow about 3 
or 4 months for implementation. That will 
be perfect. As mentioned in our wish, by 
August the temperatures will be soaring 
and the need for benches will be at its · 
greatest. 

It's encouraging for our readers to know 
that any reasonable request is firstly noted 
(in HONG NIAO), then considered and, 
hopefully, responded to by THE!vf. It's 
also good to note that some of those 
THEMs have names:- our RED BIRD 
would like to thank 1\-fr.Mike Hudson, 
Ms. :Margaret Chow and Ms. Denise 
Lemieux for their prompt action. 

Ed. 

A section on "surrfral strategies" for 
the HKVST resident. If you know of 
something which will help to make our 
lil'es just that little bit more 
comfortable. then tell us about it. 

THESE ARE TAXING TIMES ..... . 

So do you 11eed help doing your U.S. 
income tax? Yes? Then why not give 
Jill Elsner a call? Jill runs an U.S. 
Individual Income Tax preparation service 
and is just starting up here on her own. 
She has a B.A. & a M.S. in Taxation as 
well as being a U.S. Certified Public 
Accountant 

Her rates start at about $HK3,500. 

Jilsner Limited, 
G.P.0. Box 13367 

1/F, Sun House, 
90 Connaught Road, 

Central, 
HONGKONG 
Ph: 858.8994 
Fax: 858.8016 

:: ... -

W A:--iT TO K\' OW A SECRET? 

One of the best kept secrets in Hong Kon a 

is the Hong Kong Museum of 
History. ·. 

The exhibit occupies 1302 square metres 
and outlines 6,000 years of history. It is 
very well presented, has unique displays 
and even has a reconstructed Chinese 
Herbal 1\1edicine shop that was 
originally located in Central 100 years 
ago. 
You can purchase books and postcards in 
their bookstore. (What a ch~ 

exh1b1t:1on 1s a ,,,.,~.' 
The_ c~en! travelling ~little bird! ti. 
display of Chinese '-'' ·;,,., ~ , , 
clothing showing 7V.At ~:-.t: 
styles from ancient · · 
times through to the 
present. 

The museum is open 
from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. on Saturday, 
Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and 
Thursday. It is 
closed on 
Fridavs. Sundays 
and holidays it is 
open from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Take the 
MTRto Tsim Sha Tsui exit and follow 
signs to Kowloon Park. You should 
allow at least 2 - 3 hours to visit all the 
exhibits and slide presentations. You are 
sure to have a great ti.me! 

Joanne ,volfe 

Hong Kong Museum of History, 
Kowloon Park, 

Haiphong Road, 
Tsim Sha Tsui 

Enquiries: 367.1124 

Admission: $10 Adults 
$5 Children 

& Senior Citizens 

I ' 



HAIR AGAIN 

Need a good hair stylist? If you are in 
search of a good hair stylist, give Rose 
Tan a try. Below is a price list of the 
services provided ($HK):-

Shampoo & Set with condit.ioner. 
Shampoo & Blow Dry with conditioner. 
Cut/Shampoo & Blow Dry for women: 
Cut/Shampoo & Blow Dry for men : 
Children's Cut (under 6 y.o.): 
Perm: 
Color. 
Henna: 
Highlights: 
Oil Treatment: 
Manicure: 
Pe<licu.-e: 

Flair Beauty Salon, 

100.00 
90.00 

195.00 
135.00 
65.00 

from 600 .00 
from 300.00 
from 300.00 
from 400.00 
from 220.00 

50.00 
100.00 

Shop 3, 1/F, Razor Hill Dairy Farm 
Shopping Centre, 
Oear Water Bay 

Phone for an appointment: 719.3179 
Hours: Mon-Sat (9 a.m. to 6 p.m.) 

Joanne \Volfe 

Dear Enthusiastic Reader, 

I hope that you had some amusement with 
the term "gweilo" in our last issue. But let 
me further point out that this term is 
commonly agreeable in Malaysia too. My 
thanks go to the Indian fellow (who was 
brought up in Mal_aysia) for pointing this 
out to me. · 

Really, Swallow's Nest is for any bird 
who wants to either lay/hatch an egg (s), 
and wishes to drop anything they want 
into this newsletter in order that we will all 
know each other more. Even if it is from 
a sparrow or a Cardinal's nest, we would 
all like to hear about it. The main thing is 
that we exchange, we communicate, we 
understand, we improve and we appreciate 

each other more. HKUST is a small, 
international world - if we can help each 
other to cope, I am sure a better future is 
there. 

Our editor has asked me to weave 
something of a Chinese flavor into 
Swall ow's Nest. 

Chinese Wea,·er bird 
(Nestus We irdus) 

A flavor occurred to me recently when I 
moved into the dormitory on campus. I 
was being called Mrs. Kuo instead of 
Mrs. Wei. Why was I being called Mrs. 
Kuo? After wrongly being called this 
name several times, I realized that they 
were using my first name as if it was my 
last name. Kuo, you see, translates into 
English as Swallow and the Chinese put 
their last name first and first name last No 
wonder I have become Mrs. Kuo since I 
moved to Hong Kong! And I wondered 
how many other people had suffered from 
a similar situation to this? 

I had had enough of "Mrs. Kuo" and felt 
that I had to do something about it. 
Finally the chance came. Speaking with a 
somewhat better educated 
Mandarin/English speaking electrician, I 
explained the misunderstanding to him. 
Still, he wasn't totally satisfied with my 
explanation and he raised this question:
" Since you are a Chinese, why are you 
taking the Western cus.tom of putting your 
surname last?". Well, that was a very 
good question and I had to agree with his 
confusion. To solve this puzzle for him 
and make his day I told him th.at I had 

. :·:·'., 



Jived a long time in the U.S. and had 
adopted the Western custom of names. 

Ever since then, and I don't quite know 
why, I am no longer being called l\.frs. 
Kuo. Even the EMO housing office now 
calls me Mrs. Wei! I feel greatly relieved. 

I have many other interesting stories about 
last names but I am afraid that this would 
simply take too m~ch spa_ce. If 0ere is 
anyone interested m shanng their o":'n 
particular "name" story, then please vmte 
to us. 

Swallow Wei 

7-lElP 
Pl<ESEJ<VE 

7'111-7 PO 

by the Editor's Consort 

:Mai Po marshes, 3.butting Deep Bay 
in the NW corner of the New 
Territories, is a nature reserve managed 
by the ,vorld Wild Fund for Nature 
(WWF). Much of the reserve was 
formerly commercial fishponds (gei-wai, 
in my limited Cantonese). Today, several 
fishponds are ·managed not for fish, but 
for the benefit of birds (both resident and 
migratory). The ponds have been planted 
with reeds and mangroves, and the water 
levels are controlled. For example, when 
the passage migration of wading bir?5 is at 
its spring peak the level of water 1s kept 
low so the birds can feed in and on, the 
margins of small ponds. In winter, before 
these waders arrive, the very rare Black
faced Spoonbill (only 300 in the world) 
is among many thousands of other birds 
found on the marshes. Several 
birdwatching hides have been built in the 

reserve for visitors to watch these birds 
without disturbing them. 

In addition to the managed marshes, the 
reserve includes the mangroves fronting 
Deep Bay, through which a board:,v~k 
runs to a hide on the shore. At the nsmg 
and falling tides, this hide provides 
spectacular views of birds which favour 
open water. Dalmatian Pelicans, an 
endanoered species, are here in winter. 
The l~ge gulls include species which 
breed in 1'-fE Russia and Alaska. With 
the marshes and mangroves, there is also a 
small Waterfowl Collection (pinioned 
captive ducks and geese; a few examples 
only of abundant species are kept, and 
many breed happily) and a Visitor 
Centre. At the reserve entrance, there is a 
shop and accommodation for 20 or so 
visitors. 

1\fai Po is most famous for the spring 
wader passage. At this time, tens of 
thousands of wading birds, which have 
spent the northern winter in Australia, 
pass through on their way to breeding 
grounds in Siberia. These birds, some of 
which are the size of a sparrow, must rest 
and replenish fat reserves on their long 
journey. Formerly, there were probably 
many places in China which were 
suitable for such a stop. The fear is that 
such places are diminishing rapidly in 
recent years. In 1979, Mai Po peak 
wader numbers were 16,000; now there 
are 50,000! 1\fai Po is of. critical 
importance to these intrepid travellers. 



In early April, birdwatchers aroi;nd Hong 
Kong have a fund.raising day for Mai Po. 
We form into small teams (4 persons) and 
go around the Territory competing for the 
greatest number of bird species seen or 
heard for the day. This "Bird Race" may 
seem a bit silly; in fact, many of the 
participants think it is a bit silly. But it has 
been an excellent fun9Iaiser in the past. . 
Every cent raised goes to WWF for :Mai 

· Po. This year, we hope to buy another 
fishpond (cost about $HK1M) abutting the 
ponds which are presently \VWF
managed. 

The system is that individuals may 
sponsor a team, pledging, say, $1-2 for 
every species seen (under 200 species will 
be seen on the day). A fixed sum is also 
fine! 

I am on the HKB\VS Team; so if you 
love birds and would like to help Mai Po 
I would be glad to channel your cash to 
\VWF. 

LoYebirds 

Please call 8266 (home), or einail to 
BCJ AMES. I'll need your name, 
number, and pledge amount; I'll be in 
touch after the day with a request for the 
money! And the birds will thank you. 

Jim Hackett 

DISCLAI\1ER: I wish to state that the 
. emphasis on certain words belongs solely 

to the Editor. 
J.H. 

And I always get the last word ...... .. . 
thanks for our first male contribution, 
darling. 

&I. 

[J[IJ(j)~ iJtil[] !J) (I)O) [30 [](] [1[J 
This new section features a reriew of 
books which residents have found 
helpful in adapting to life in Hong 
KonK and thereabouts. 

TRAVELLER'S WORLD GUDES 1993: 
I~DO:\'ESIA, MALAYSIA A?\D 

SL\GAPORE HA:\DBOOK 

If you're like us, you spend evenings 
browsing through your guidebooks 
conjuring up adventures. We've added a 
new guidebook to our collection: 
Traveller's \Vorld Guides 1993: 
Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore 
Handbook. My husband, Kim, picked 
it up in the Hong Kong airport, and we 
have seen it in uite a few bookstores 
since then. 

If you want a 
snapshot of a 
place, stick to 
your other 
guidebooks. 
But if you 
want all the 
details, try 
this one. 
It is long on _I s.l~~~~~~~iJJ~~ 
background information - history, culture, 
architecture and places to visit - although 
it doesn't give details for hotels and 
restaurants, just a list. You can use your 
other guidebooks for that. 

. :-: -:. 



We found Traveller's World Guide 
particularly useful during our trip to Bali. 
It supplied us with 53 well ,vritten pages 
about Balinese art, dance, temples, 
festivals, and historical events all which 
helped us better appreciate the island and 
its people. 

This is the newest book in this travel 
series. Trade and Travel 
Publications also offer one for 
Thailand, Indochina and Burma. 

Caren Stelson 

ffiURPlLS 
by L. Hsieh 

They are not murals. Not really. Instead 
of painting directly on walls, they are 
painted on some kind of material and fixed 
on walls. They both are very big and I 
will call them murals. 

The one in Island Shangri-La on top of 
the Pacific Place in Queeris,rny is 
fourteen stories high. It is a collective 
work of forty artists in China. The mural 
shows the journey of a river from its 
source to the sea. Along the way, it 
passes mountain ranges with green trees 
as well as Fall foliage, the meandering 
Great Wall, little bridges over the 
tributaries, villages on cliff tops and in 
small valleys, boats by the shore and 
meetings of people of yesteryear. It is 
done in earth tones with splashes of green, 
aqua, blue and red and its grandness never 
fails to impress my friends. 

The best way to see this mural is to take 
the elevator from the hotel lobby and ride 
up to the top floor. Linger for awhile to 
enjoy the river coming from its source in 
the distant mountains and two thirds of its 
journey down and then take the glass 
bubble ele:vator facing the mural to follow 

the river to the sea, the 39th floor. If you 
feel elegant and expensive, afternoon tea is 
served in the library on this floor. It is a 
good place to enjoy a quiet conversation 
with your friends. 

The other mural is also on top of the 
Pacific Place in Queensway in the 
American Express building which is 
across a small open space from the 
Shangri-La. Take the elevator to the 38th 
floor and you will look directly at the 
mural as soon as you step out of the lift. 

This mural is done mainly in black and 
white with a hint of blue and green. It 
paints a river cascading out of the snow
covered, craggy mountain ranges and ends 
as a waterfall. Using a mixture of 
Western and traditional Chinese 
techniques and only four stories high, this 
mural is preferred by many of my friends 
but will always invoke a special feeling in 
me because you see, our lives, the artist's 
and mine had touched once long ago ...... 

The artist as a boy of sixteen came calling 
on me, then thirteen, every evening one 
Summer vacation time. \Ve would sit on a 
bridge over a little river by my house 
facing fields of rice, talking about this and 
that. He gave me a roll of his works -
mainly ink-pen sketches and watercolors 
which my mother, an art teacher, thought 
very promising. My father, rather strict 
and conservative, could not put up with 
these daily visits and asked me to tell the 
boy not to come anymore. The boy was 
hurt, wrote me a bitter letter and asked for 
all his paintings back. I did not see him 
again for more than forty years - until I 
came to Hong Kong. 

I....:=tst year, the art world in Taiwan was 
arranging a special exhibition to celebrate 
the artist's 60th birthday and wanted to 
include his early works. He asked if I had 
kept any. He had remembered giving 
them to me, but had forgotten asking for 
them all back in that Summer, long ago. 

(sob) That's a delightful story; Lily ...... 
tliank you for (sob ;ring it with us. Ed. 

~~ J-j,... 
/V/ 
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Wanted to sell bu\', exchan e trade ..... 

.\L\:\OARI\' TEACHER REQVIRED 

The Campus Chinese School is 
looking for a J\fandarin Chinese teacher. 
Anyone who is interested can call me, 
Swallow Wei at Xtn: 8204. 

HELP! HELP! HELP! 

3 IIBLPERS REQURED 

Or 1 Helper who has 3-4 half days free. I 
don't know what it is, but I can't seem to 
keep a Helper longer than a few weeks. 
In eight months, I've had 5! I'm 
beginning to feel a little like Murphy 
Brown - you know the trouble she has 

So if you know of someone who fits the 
bill, and will promise to stay with us for 
a reasonable length of time and who 
doesn't have any hidden agendas, then 
contact us:-

Maria Hackett : 
Swati Desai: 
evenings & Sunday 
the day) 
Annelies Thomas: 

(Xtn: 8266) 
(Xtn: 8281 

or Xtn: 7634 during 

(Xtn: 8340) 

Hong Niao is a monthly ne..,,,·sletter 
distributed free to HKUST residents. 

Editor & Cartoon{:-

Man'a Hacke/t (Tl/6B Xtn: 8266) 

Production Assi~tant & Head Painter:-

Candy Sea/berg (T 4/7A Xtn: 6152) 

Regular Contributors/Rol'ing Reoorters: 

Swallow Wei 
& 

Caren Stelson 

(T 2!2A Xtn: 8204) 

(T 2/6A Xtn: 8216) 

with her secretaries (Murphy's Law?). ~S-ou_n_d_s_m_o_r_e_ 

like a Soap Opera' 
to me 

Each issue of Hong Niao is distributed 
in the first week of each month. Af l 
information/entries should be in 
writing (preferably typed) and 
submitted to the editor (Tower J/6B 
letterbox) by the 15th of each month. 


