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It never ceases · to amaze me, 
month after month, year after 
year, that by the 15th HONG 
NIAO is full with ·readers' 
contributions. This assures 
REDBIRD that this news letter is 
just as valued by our community 
today, as it was January 1993, 
over five years ago when it first 
began. Keep those contributions 
coming! 

CAMPUS 
CHRONICLES 

Library Exhibition 

The exhibition "Poetry and Painting: 
Cheung Ping's World of Photography" 
will run from April 23 till July 15. The 
opening reception will be held April 22 
at 4.30 in University Library Gallery. 
Come and meet the artist. All welcome! 

Alice Ho 

~:lird.~~~,.ML~,,ki~ 

A Newsletter for Senior Staff 
and their families of 

The Hong Kong University of 
Science & Technology 

... but I got you just 
what you asked for. 
A nice room with a bath. 

Yeh! Too 
bad they 
were in 
different 
buildings! 

Babylon: A Romantic 
Get-a-Way'? 

The Babylon Villa Hotel is a tiny, three
room hotel (a converted village house) 
which sits on the edge of Chang Sha 
Beach on Lantau. During the week, the 
beach and environs are utterly deserted. 
The rooms are quiet, clean, nicely 
decorated in a sort of Balinese style-
but quite small. This · means · 7ft 
ceilings, and regular double beds.' Two 
of the rooms have a fridge; one has a 
television. 
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Due to the current economic hard times, 
the hotel's owner is offering discounts, 
especially for overnight stays during the 
week: 

Weekdays: $450 per room (including 
breakfast for two) or $610 per room 
with two dinners (prepared by a Sri 
Lankan cook) . 

Weekends: $700-800 per room (plus . 
breakfast) or $1300-1400 per room 
with dinner. 

For more information: 

E B ba~ylon@wlinlc.net 

Martha Dahlen 
(Disclaimer: Martha neither recommends nor 
endorses Babylon Villas. She just wishes to share 
this information with our readers . . If any of our 
other readers have similar "get-away" tips to 
share, then pass them ·on to us. Ed. ) 

LIVING 
WITH 

E ·M O 

What 's 
Happening 

Down South? 

Y ou may have noticed 
a flurry of construction 
activity concentrated at . the 
southern end of the campus 
which, in the short term, will · 
cause some · inconvenience 
but it is all in a good cause. 

The most advanced 
structure--next to the tennis 
courts--will house a state-of 
th'e-art wind tunnel and a 
geotechnical centrifuge. After 

completion (in the summer) 
this combined fa_ci lity will 
give the University unique 
research capabilities. (The 
closed, i.e. "circular", 
configu.ration of . the wind 
tunnel means that nearby 
tennis players need not worry . 
about their balls being sucked 
into the building). 

A small extension to the 
academic buildii;ig has almost 
reached full height, and this 
will provide much needed 
additional laboratory space. 
The second floor will provide 
a · home for a powerful Nuclear 
Magnetic Resonator · and the 
floors above will allow for 
future laboratory expansion. 

'\ 

Did you know that bullfighting is~-~·, '! 

South America's most popular sp~ , ~-~------
! always thought that was revolting! 

No, that's their second 
most popular pasttime! 

Lastly, the tower crane 
has recentiy gone up on a site 
which will provide office 
accommodation next year for 
a variety of occupants 
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including R&D Branch and 
technology transfer units 
together with training and 
research-support organis -:
ations. [Whilst o_n the subject 
of construction, a recent 
article 10 a UK building 
magazine referred to a 
message on the side of a van 
owned by a scaffolding 
company. It read: "Make 
Sure Your Next . Erection 1s m 
Safe Hands!"] 

Finally, the southern 
entrance bus stop area that . 
has stood . underutilized since 
completion, will see the start 
of its first scheduled service 
soon: new minibus service to 
Kwun Tong. Negotiations with 
KMB are continuing but there 
is · at the moment a reluctance 
to provide services at both 
the northern and southern 
entrances. 

Mike Hudson, 
Director, 

Estates Management Office 
------------- - - ~ 

This bus is really crowded! 

BUS 
STOP 

Oh, it's not so 
bad ... we've 
got a strap all 
to ourselves 
haven't we'? 

UWG 
.UPDATE 
The goals and objectives of the UWG (University 
Women's Group) are to assist the University in 
creating a sense of belonging for families of the 
University community and to help promote the 
image and presence of the University in Hong 
Konf? . 

March Meeting Report 

• ADA Talk 

Thirteen members attended the meeting 
held March 4. Dr. Yu Chi-shing, 
chair, Alzheimer's Disease Association, 
(ADA), talked about the disease, its 

· treatment and the services available in 
Hong Kong. It was a very informative 
and interesting talk. It turned out that 
Dr. Yu is not only a psychiatrist and 
psycho-geriatrician but also a very good 
poet. He has written several poems in 
Chinese and English describing the 
disease's symptoms, preventative 

· measures and his life philosophy 
towards this disease which is becoming 
more prevalent. Due to a shortage of 
space I am sorry to report that Dr. Yu's 
poems cannot be published in HONG 
NIAO but members interested in 
obtaining these poems can contact me 
(see below). 

New member, Eda Hui Chok Lai, 
upon hearing Dr. Yu's talk, responded 
by donating ten Sony Walkmans to the 
diseased patients. This donation was 
given on behalf of Eda's work 
company and the presentation was 
made on March 12. Thanks go to 
Eda's caring heart, i_nitiative, and effort. 
We are so proud of her! Other 
members who may wish to donate 
materials to ADA can contact me on 
2358.7553 (work) or 2358.2616 
(home). 

Donation to Mini Bus 
Accident Victim: 

In response to Lily Hsieh's proposal 
to give monetary support to Mr. Tang 
Zhe Nan, a mini bus accident victim, 
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members present approved to donate 
$2,000. Mr. Tang--originally from the 
Chinese Mainland.--is a res.earch 
assistant in HKUST's Department of 
Electrical · and Electronic Engineering. 
It appears that the mini bus driver 
neglected to close the door, so I advise 
members to minimize risk of accidents 
by not sitting near the door. 

For legal compensation with such a 
case, I have consulted a local lawyer 
with the following findings which I 
hope will be informative: 

. (i) The victim can report the 
accident to the police who may file a 
criminal charge against the driver. 

(ii) Within 6 years, a victim can sue 
a driver and his or her company for 
civil compensation. 

(iii) For emergency aiq, the victim 
can file for a "Compensation Fund" for 
a temporary loan. Should the victim 
win the case and obtain compensation; · 
the victim must return the borrowed 
amount. 

• April Talk: The Use of 
Traditional Chinese Medicine for 
Safeguarding Health A 
Modern Approach". 

Dr. Robert Ko (BICH) will be 
giving this talk at the next meeting. 

• May Election 

Nominations for the cabinet are now 
open. 

I wish you and your family a Happy 
April (Ching Ming & Easter Holidays!) 

Swallow Wei 
President, UWG 

· 511illS l)f Tlil T1m1s 
(In a Bombay beauty parlour) 

EARS PIERCED 
WHILE 

YOU WAIT . 

- ---- - -

··.\. 

IVIom .. \,Vhat's a jury'? 1 

Son. A-jury consists 
of twelve people who 
determine which side 
has th.e best lawyer! 

Letter 
from 

Lilly 
Lilly Cue, 

University Claude Bernard, 
Lyon . 

21 February, 1998 

Hi friends at HKUST, 

We arrived at the uni
versity on February 4 and settled 
into our little furnished apart
ment on top of the restaurant of 
L'Institue Physique Nucleaire. It 
is a small apartment, the size of 
our kitchen plus dining plus 
living area at HKUST. There is a 
small bedroom, a living room 
with a table for dining and study, 
a small kitchen--with all modern 
facilities--a bath and shower, and 
a very small toilet for a slim little 
person. If Nelson gained 20 
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pounds, his stomach wouldn't be 
able to squeeze past the wall and 
he wouldn't be able to close the 
door. As it is, he curses the toilet 
door after each use. "Who is so 
stupid to make the door open 
inward into this already small 
cubby hole!" 

Our dream of having 
qelicious French cuisine at the 
restaurant downstairs was 
completely shattered after two 
lunches. The restaurant has 
changed from traditional French 
cooking--the one we used to 
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know ten years ago--to a typical · 
continental cafeteria menu. So 
the "Cue's Chinese Restaurant" 
is in full operation. However, the 
maid (me) does get Saturdays 
and Sundays off. Last weekend 
Nelson and I wandered back to 
old Lyon where we used to live, 
and dined at a local French 
restaurant. We had a very good 
set menu at FSO for lunch. Lunch 

· is always cheaper than dinner. 

We enjoy old Lyon because 
there is always so much to see: 
people, culture, history, 
museums, ancient cathedrals, 
boutiques, and restaurants. On 
Sundays, there are also the artists' 
markets by the river front. We 
plan to visit there often. 

Here in new Lyon--as in 
any suburb with its concrete 
modern residential buildings and 
tree lined streets-~ you hardly see 
anyone walking. · Only on old
style open market days, 
(Wednesdays, Fridays, and 
Sundays) will you see people 
gathered around the central 
square for fresh produce and 
household stuffs. I recently 

discovered this little excitement 
and kept' myself busy shopping 
and practicing French with the 
merchants in the marche. 

Did you-have 
any difficulty 
with your 
French in Lyon'? 

No. None 
whatsoever ... 
but the French 
people did! 

However, it takes me twenty-five 
minutes to walk there from our 
apartment. The nearest bus stop 
is a fifteen-minute walk. I might 

· as well walk all the way, which is . 
good exercise for me. · 

Here on-campus, I'm on 
my -own. There is no UWG to 
welcome and greet you. The 
campus is a big, sprawling 
modern one with it's buildings 
showing their age. Being winter 
here, the trees are bare, but the 
lawns are still green. However, I 
am disappointed to see litter 
around the sidewalks and cars 
parked everywhere. Although 
there are campus cleaning crews, 
they do little compared to. our 
crew at HKUST. This is a gray old 
campus situated next to a 



highway and train tracks. We 
have speeding cars, and long 

· trains passing through every few 
minutes. During the day, you 
don't notice it much, but at night 
it becomes your lullaby. 
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Nelson is working -in a 
three-ring circus. Next week he is 
going to Paris for a meeting, and 
the following week, Darmstadt, 
Germany for another meeting to 
prepare for an experiment. He is 
keeping very busy with his work 
here as well· as for HKUST. 

Today is February 21 and 
we still do not have a telephone 
line nor a television antenna 
connected. They keep telling us 
"next week". There is no 
equivalent of EMO here. I have 
been keeping myself busy reading, 
writing letters, doing my daily tai 
chi exercises and walking. Once a 
week I go shopping in the open 
market and to the nearby zoo to 
talk to the . ~niinals. Oh yes, I do 
have human friends to talk to. 
But X don't have a phone and my 
friends . all are working ladie.s. 

Recently I decided to take 
up an offer to paint once a week 
with a friend, as well as an offer 
to teach tai chi at the Chinese 
community center. They 
couldn't find anyone to teach 
them. Being that I have learned 
tai chi the ."Wu" style .from 
Yvonne (Woo) and the "Yang" 
style from Dennis (Hsieh, BIOL), I 
feel I can always teach them the 
short form. This is another way 
for me of getting out of .the boring 
campus. There is no swimming 
pool, no gym, and the _tennis 

. courts are often locked up. You 
have to pay ahead for usage 

during weekends. Oh, how [ miss 
HKUST! I miss. all my friends, 
the beautiful campus, the Library, · 

- the art gallery, the various 
restaurants, the gym, the pool, the 
tennis courts and, most of all, the 
million dollar sea view and the 
peace and tranquillity. I can't wait 
until we return to HKUST this 
July. 

( vVill you please turn your hi fi down! 

I 
~-~--J._ 

Meanwhile I am looking 
forward to the weekend excite- · 
ments of visiting friends, 
galieries, and museums. There 
are also the visits of my youngest 
daughter from Rwanda, Africa in 
April and of my oldest one from 
Connecticut, USA in June. I do · 
hope Nelson will have a break so 
we can make short trips to 
southern France. 

Do write and keep me 
posted. 

Love, 
Lilly 

\ 
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This month my "Guest on the Nest" is Lily Hsieh _ 
whom I have invited to provide an account of the 
minibus accident. SwaUow. 

A Minibus 
Horror 
Story 

by Lily Hsieh 

we have read and heard 
many accidents caused by care
less minibus drivers. One has _ 
happened close to home. 

_ In early February, a visiting 
scholar was boarding a minibus 
outside the Junior Staff Quarters. 
He was going shoppi'ng In 
Hanghau. Whilst he was still on 
the bus steps, the driver took off. 
The man was thrown off the bus 
and was dragged along the road. 

_ When the bus driver finally 
stopped, the man's left lower leg 
was caught between the wheel 
and the curb and the broken 
bones were clearly visible. 

- Now this victim has steel 
pins and _ plates and other 
contraptions holding his leg 
stationary. These will be remov~d 

-in two months after his bones knit 
together again. Then the long and_ 
painful · rehabilitation process will 
begin. 

_ So be careful when you 
board minibuses. Be sure the 
driver knows of your presence and 
ensure he or she will wait until you 
are seated before taking off. _-'l 

~ish D'd Said <that-
[Bohn .Maynard 'Xeynes, 

'Drltish economist: 1883-1946] 

education is _ the inculcation 
of. -the incomprehensible 

into the indifferent 
bt::J the incompetent. 

. " University professors I 
are people who talk 
in other people's sleep! 

Happy Birth Day! 
Monday's child is fair of face 

Tuesday's child is full of grac~ 
Wednesday's child is full of woe 

Thursday's child has far to go 
Friday's child is loving and giving 

Saturday's child works hard for a living 
But the -child that is born on the Sabbath 

day 
Is blithe and bonny, good and gay. 
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Personal Organiser 
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Brand-' new Palmax Touchscreen 
Personal . Organiser (in Chinese) for 
sale. It includes calendar, address 
book, etc. and is compatible with Win 
95. Cost $1000, going for $500. 

-a' 2719.2024 

Edi.tor, Cartoons 
& ~roduction 

Maria <.llackett 
T t I 68 . 'fr 23 58 . 82 66 

E-B REDBIRD or 
IHI.REDBIRD@usthk.ust.hk • 

~egular Contributor · 

Swallow Wei · 
T15/G/F • A 'fr 2358.2616 

E-B ACSYUEI 

HONG NIAO (REDBIRD) is a monthly nevvsletter 
distributed free ta HKUST Senior Staff and their fam1l1es. It 
is published with resources solicited by members of the 
UWG, and others. It is printed on re-cycled paper by ETC. 
Each issue is distributed in th'e first week of each month. 
All entries should be in writing. 

OEHOLIHE ton suonISSIOH IS 15th OF EACH MOHTH 

LAST WORDS 
( Always r_ememb~r .. : ) 
1

1 

no expenement is I 
I ever a complete 
I failure: it can 
I always be used 
l_:s ~ bad example! 
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