
No. You didn't miss out on receiving it 
last month. · There wasn't a January 
issue of HONG NIAO because 
everyone was very busy moving onto, 
or around, campus, and didn't have 
time to email REDBIRD . with 
contributions. While we had plenty of 
interesting articles for you (see this 
issue), we didn't have enough topical 
information to impart. To keep up the 
high .standard that REDBIRD has set 
for himself--Whereby he provides our 
community with a mixed bag of useful 
inf ormation--he decided to miss an issue 
to maintain all-round quality. So the 
message is clear, if you want to see 
HONG NIAO in your mail boxes each 
month, we needyour contributions. 

Now I must fly ... 

Edit or 
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Garage Sale II: 
Another Great Success 

As many of you will have probably 
heard, the Garage Sale (held December 
14) was a great success with over 75 
tables selling a variety of goods. 
Following requests, · another Garage 
Sale is planned for May. Watch this 
space for further details. 

~.1ua~.1iia~~~.1iia~ 

Antique Violins 

If you are looking for a fine, high 
quality antique violin, visit "Cremona 
House" in Tseung Kwan 0. Here you 
will be able to feel and try out these 
ancient masterpieces, imported from 
Europe. For an appointment telephone 
7789.4816. 

Certainly son ... 
Excuse me sir. Would you 
mind telling me ho~ to get 
to the Concert Hall'? 

practice, practice, practice! 



Creative Ideas 
(& People) 

Needed! 
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The Univ~rsity Women's Group--a 
forum for information, discussion and . . ' C?mmumty serv1ce--is considering 
d1ff~rent formats for its monthly 
meetings over the coming year. 

To maximize the mix of networking and 
information sessions for both new and 
old members alike, it has been 
suggested that business matters (and the 
warr11: and . friendly networking 
associated with them) be discussed 
eve~ other m?nth at meetings, and that 
the mtervemng monthly meetings 
include a variety of programs. 

These co~ld in~lude, for example: 
lectures, discuss10ns, demonstrations · 
recreational activities, etc. Here's som~ 
ideas: 

• · talks on the history of the area in 
which the campus is located 
discussions about HKUST and its 
community 
discussions about the role of the 
University in Hong Kong--1997 
and beyond 
seminars and demonstrations of for 
example, Chinese antique furniture 
(how to choose it and how to look 
after it). 

The more UWG members involved in 
the_ ?~ganizati?n or presentation of 
activ1hes, the ncher the meetings will 

be. We would appreciate your ideas 

and y~ur suggestions. If you have 
somethmg to share with us please 
shout about it. If you know ;omeone 
who you think has a special talent or 
skill, please tell us. We look forward 
to your input and involvement. . 

Judy Love Eastham 

Last of the Red Hot Lovers 

The American Community Theater's 
latest production is Neil Simon's Last 
of the Red Hot Lovers. It's about a 
man facing a mid-life crisis who seeks 
confirmation of his worth in the arms of 
women around him. What he finds out 
about himself and those he loves is a 
revelation to everyone. 

It will be performed at the Hong Kong 
Arts Centre's McAulay Studio, Two 
Harbour Road, W anchai. Performances 
will be from February 26 to March 2, 
and March 5 to 9. Show times are 7:45 
p.m. Sunday n;iatinees will be at 2:45 
p.m. Tickets are on sale now. Prices 
are $150 for adults and $125 for 
students and senior citizens. Phone 
2734.9009 for ticket information. 

:(c ** * 
Are you the Last of the Red Hot 
Love~s? Or do you know someone 
who is? Tell us why, in 25 words or 
less, and win two tickets to ACT's 
chai:11p~gne opening night. Have your 
entnes m by Valentine's Day (February 
14) and include your name and day or 
night phone or fax contact numbers. 

Mary C. Newman 

I . American Community Theatre 
"Red Hot" 

l G.P.O. Box 10097 
Hong Kong 

Fax: 2987.9253 

I wouldn't take it too seriously 
when a pretty girl smiles at you ... · 
she may just be getting ready to 
laugh out loud! . 

Contact:E-B(Email) r<i·~r~r;:, . 
UWG ~ ~ ~ . · 

11' Judy 
0

;335.5643 I(~ ~!.tif '• > 

~~~.kl,~ ~-~.kl. ~ 
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A ·Lot of 
People 
Were 

Moved 
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As many of you will 
know, moving home can be 
one of the more stressful 
events in life. Completion of 
the new senior staff 
apartments has meant that 
well over 200 families have 
either been, or soon will be, 
packing up and moving to 
new · apartments. 

For many it will be their 
first time living . on campus, 
for some just a shuffle 
betweeri blocks. For some 
others, their new apartment 
(which would sell on the open 
market for US$ l .5M) 1s a 
dream-come-true. For still 
others, moving ·is an 
experience they could well 

· live without. For others again, 
it is an opportunity to show 
family and friends that 
"you've made . it". For the 
University, it means a saving 
of over HK$ l OOM a year in. 
rentals--once the bank loan is 
paid off, which wili be in less 
than four years from now. 

Stress is something we 
all have to live with. But 
things were getting pretty 
stressful in EMO when, just a 
couple of days before the first 
scheduled move, · the 
occupation permit still hadn't 
been issued by Government. 
A visit to the Director of 
Buildings (perhaps not the 
most attractively named job 
in Government, although a 
salary of $150,000 a month 
helps), managed to extract the 
required piece of paper, and 
less than 48 hours later the 
first occupant moved in. 

Although a single move 
for a family can be stressful, 
it has been in the Housing 
Office where the deep 
breathing, yoga, and 
relaxation classes have been 
most needed. Although there 
have been some hiccups, its 
" t d h " s ea y as s e goes --except 
for the occasional person who 
wants to jump overboard! 

Mike Hudson 
Director, Estates 

Management Office 

Did you hear about the 
new cheap-housing 
development in the Sudan'? 

· ~ 
\ . ~~ No. \iVhat 
, ~-,, "'- are they 
~ · -~~ calling it'? 

A~·;,.,Jf ... ' i\~ ~~ ··~ 
I . 

Low Rents of Arabia! 
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FROM OUR 
FOREIGN 

CORRESPONDENT 
,UJJ;tfi Rutu 7 Mo 

Confucianism 
I n my travels aro~nd 

mainland China I have noticed 
a decline in traditional Chinese 
values. The Cultural Revolution 
caused an intangible 
breakoown of moral fiber. 
Nowadays, Communism is 
being replaced by ·free -
enterprise, Chinese style: "IN 
GOLD WE TRUST" is the new . 
religion. 

( These days, some 
. , people live by the 
, new Golden Rule: 
/ "The one with'the 
~old, rules!" 

--..: , 

~-""'--

People are emulating 
the pursuit of material wealth, 
with a vengeance. 

In the last twenty years; a 
phenomenon has developed 
that merits our contemplation. 
Areas where traditional Chinese 
values have flourished, such as 
Hong Kong, Taiwan, 

Singapore, etc. , have been 
enjoying prosperity. Likewise, 
Japan and Korea can also 
attribute their success to a 
strong dose of ancient Chinese 
influence. Westerners observe 
two things common to these 
"Asian tigers": chopsticks and 
soy sauce. This is, of course; a 
superficial · observation. What 
these areas have in common is 
a culture of Confucian 
philosophy, one with a 2,500 
year history. The teachings of 
Confucius have been an 
ingrained part of the culture that 
shapes .the psyche of perhaps 

· half of the world's population. 
The East and the West are 
getting ever closer. An 
understanding of the Asian mind 
will assist international relations, 
diplomatic as well as business. 
The East has been learning 
from the West for the last two 
hundred years. Is it not time for 
the West to learn something 
from 2,500 years of the East? 

What is Confucianism? It 
starts with self-cultivation--
. education, knowledg.a, 
sincerity~ and good
heartedness. With self
perfection, good families form 
to create a good state that 
promotes world peace--the 
underlined condensed in these 
Chinese words: 

The eight personal virtues are 
loyalty, piety, kindness, love, 
trustworthiness, integrity, 
harmony, and peace: 



The personal virtues are 
cultivated for harmony of the 

. five basic relationships: ruler I 
subject father/ son, husband I 
wife, brother/ brother, friend/ 
friend: 

In the monarchical system, o 
person has to be a good 
subject to his ruler while the ruler 
must be benevolent to 
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deserve this loyalty. In the 
modern democratic . 
interpretation, this loyalty is to 
the country, to be a good 
citfzen, a dedfcated worker fn 
his or her place in society. The 
process is the perfection of self 
to form an ideal family, and 
then to form an ideal nation with 
the ultimate goal being world 
harmony: 

Confucianism helps to 
forge qualities of kindness, 
integrity, thrift and hard work, 
promote education and family 
values, respect for elders, 
harmony among humans, and 
reverence for nature. These 
characteristics contribute to a 
stable society, educational 
achievements, and a 
booming economy. This is 
shown in the success of East 
Asian countries, even though 
these areas are not necessarily 
endowed with abundant 
natural resources. 

Confucianism may be a 
code of ethics, but it is not a 
religion. Confucius' religious 
thought may have held the 
idea of "Heaven". Yet his 
concerns were for humans in 

this world. He said: "Not serving 
humans, how can we serve 
spirits? Not knowing life, how 
can we know death?": 

The world's major religions have 
similar tenets of ethics. The truth 
of the Christian "Golden Rule" is 
universal: "Do unto others as 
you would have others do unto 
you". Confucius also had a 
saying similar to this. Further, in 
the Ten Commandments, the 
rule: "Honor thy father and thy 
mother" is the same as the filial 
piety Confucius preached. "To 
be good to one's family is the 
beginning of kindness": 

.This also coincides with the 
Western saying: "Charity begins 
at home. n 

Confucius said: 
fl Home is the place 
where we grumble 
the most, but are 
treated the best. fl 

Because Confucius 
never claimed divinity, his 
philosophy · did not. exclude 
other beliefs. Buddhism and 
Taoism have co-existed 
peacefully with Confucianism in 



China for some 2,000 years. In 
fact Confucius said: "Walking 
among three people, I· am 
sure to find teachers. I choose 
the good to follow, I find the 
bad for my own correction": 
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Confucian philosophy is 
also consistent with the moral 
teachings of the world's major 
religions. The desire for _decent 
human behavior is universal. 
Ultimately, a nation's destiny · 
depends on the quality of its 
people. Darwihism--and the 
notion of survival of the fittesl
has been the driving force of 
Western civilization. 

The difference 
between creationists , 
and evolutionists is 
whether you believe 
Eve was given an apple 
by a snake or a banana 
by a monkey! 

It has led to the relentless 
competition for material 
success, sometimes at 
the expense of nature and 
humanity. We are all brothers 
and sisters in this global village. 
Humans are only one part of 
nature, not masters of it. We 
plunder nature as if it exists only 
to serve the needs of humans. 

The East has been 
copying everything from the 
West, both the good and the 
bad--free enterprise, . 
democracy, freedom, and self 
expression as well as 
materialism, pollution, crime, 
divorce, alienation and the 
breakdown of families. 

... and the Irish gave us: water-proof 
tea bags, pedal wheelchairs, parachutes 
that open on impact, th~ one-piece jigsaw 

· _ puzzle, inflatable dartboards, and beer 
glasses with square bases that don't leave 
rings on tables! 

\Ct,,/• 

Q 
We are beginning to realize 

. that we need spiritual health to 
· counter balance the excesses 

in our pursuit of material wealth. 
Perhaps now is the time to 
draw strength from the wisdom 
of Confucius, this ancient sage 
of the East. Perhaps we can all 
learn to live in harmony with 
one another and with nature. 
From the ideal self to the ideal 
family to the ideal nation to the 
brotherhood and sisterhood of 
humankind--the "Confucian 
Way" is a road to a better 
world. _..Q 

<Wish D'd &lid <rhat -
~ntoine de <:Rivarol 

(1753-1801) 
[after reading a two-line poem] 

"Very Nice, though the re 
a.re dull stretches." 
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Warning: You may later re.gret ever 
having read this. · Ed. 

Actually! 
At the moment everyone appears 
to actua~ave, to have aclua/{y 
just got over, or is aclua,&about 
to get the dreaded 'flu virus. . 

Computer scientists ·at HKUST 
for years have been making us 
aware of computer viruses which 
ac/ua/{yattack our computers. 

,.-

( I heard that CCST and COMP 
j had actually now moved on from 
I working on computer viruses to 
~ working on slipped dis~k_s! __ _ 

l=I 
~ 

There is, however, another sort of 
virus that is actuallj'out in the 
community, striking at the roots 
of everyday English language. It is 
called the 11Actually" virus (Super-
11acuus rocabu/um) 

Scientists from HKUST's 
Language Centre had earlier 
identified other strains that 
included: 11Erm"; "Y'know", "Rea\(y", 
and various other pseudo-words 
that invade ordinary conversation. · 
When used in conjunction with 
"Actually", the host is actua/(y 
rendered almost tongue tied. 

Make no mistake about ·it -
actual(y is actual(y out there. If 
you listen for it, you will actua//j' 
hear it spoken by almost everyon~ 
you aclua//y listen to. You will 
aclua~even hear yoursett using it 
in sentence after sentence. 

The infection is acwa~elieved to 
have originated in England in the 
latter half of the last century. At 
that time it was aclua$1Jsed by 
the upper-classes as an 
exclamation mark and was 
pronounced 6ek-s/JO"." It has been 
suggested that the virus actual(y 
traveled to Hong Kong via the 
medium of television, and is now 
firmly rooted in the language ?f 
English speakers here. While 
II Actually" is actua/(y a useful 
adverb to , draw attention to 
oneself, or to lay stress upon 
particular words when used in 
moderation, unfortunately, those 
infected actua//j' lose all control 
and manage to actua/(y include 
the word in nearly every sentence. 

It is a form of verbal hiccup. 
HKUST's investigators state 
there is, as yet, adual{;no known · 
antidote, and unless you actual/j' 
look out for the ac/ua/virus you 
will not know if you aclual(yhave 
it. 
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What The 
Eyes Don't 
See,The 

Mind Doesn't 
Weep Over? 

D o you think that only 
people have a fate? Here is a real 
story of the fate of two books. 

The Hong Kong Economics 
Daily newspaper: 

il'tJ. : ~ 8 413 . 
, ,,:!. I I~ 1 -r-...__ 

had published its annual books: 
"Hong Kong Stock Investment 
Guides: '96/'97": 

books I & II. Readers were told 
they could obtain them by: 
(1) clipping the coupon from the 
advertisement; (2) applying for an 
approval form and (3) buying them 
at designated MTR station book 
shops at a substantial discounted 
rate. Since my husband had often 
used the 1995 books, it was 
suggested that I get the 1996 
books as soori as possible. 

It took me several weeks to 
have the clipping approved. 
However, the moment I got 
approval, I passed it on to my son. 
He was on holidays and would 
have many opportunities to get the 
books. I reminded my son of the 
meaning of these books to his 
father. Yet, my son did not get 
around to getting them. Then I 
tried to get the books myself, but 
again, somehow I did not manage 
to get around to getting them 
either. 

They say that 
the eyes are 
the window 
of the soul. 

Yeh. But 
that doesn't 
mean that 
the mouth 
is the door · 
to the brain! 

At some time later, my son's . 
godmother visited us. While busy 
showing her around, I mistakenly 
mixed up the book coupon with · 
some materials I passed to her. I 
found this out after she returned to 
Taiwan, and could not reach her. 
Thinking that she might have 
dropped the materials into the 
hotel that she had stayed at, I 
rushed there asking for help. No 
result from the hotel. 

However, after I had 
managed to inform her about the 
.coupon, she found it and mailed it 
back on the Tuesday, via a 
"speedy" delivery service. 
However, I didn't receive it till the 


