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In this energetic, tenacious, and 
robust place known as Hong 
Kong--where construction and 
destruction appear to be pursued 
with equal measures of abandon 
an4 enthusiasm--it's always good 
to come "home" _to HKUST. Most 
of us agree we live on a 
beautiful, well-maintained 
campus. This is due to the effo;ts 
of Estates Management Office 
(EMO) staff Now, however, the 
whole . world knows! A little bird 
told us that EMO has won . the 1997 
International Facilities 
Management ~ Award for 
"Outstanding Contributions to the 
Facility Management P'rofession". 
Take a bow, EMO! 

No~v .I must fly ... 
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At our Garage 
Sale I found the 
perfect gift for 
the man who has 
everything ... 
a burglar alarm! 

'\ 
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Garage Sale: 
A Great Success! 

. The 4th Garage Sale--held on Saturday, . 
18 October--was an overwhelming 
success with more participants than 
ever before. Apart from enabling the 
campus community to socialize, buy, 
se!l, swap and trade, some money was 
~a1sed ~or the charity organization, 
Opera~on Santa" - who this year are 

supporting the Boys & Girls Clubs 
Association of Hong Kong. 

Special thanks must go to EMO staff 
for ~roviding so much support, with 
special thanks to members of EMO who 
gave up their free time to clear up after 
the sale. 

The 5th 9arage Sale will probably be 
held Apnl or May 1998, when it will be -
necessary to book a table in advance. 
Wat.ch this space early next year for · 
more details! ·. 

Jean Hudson . 

.bat~-~~-~ 1l1i1 ~ M~ 
And thanks must also go to Jean Hudson, Judith 
Tang, and other organisers who always put in ·a 
great deal of time, effort, and patience to make our . 
Garage Sales such a great community event. 

Ed. 
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The goals and objectives of the UWG are lO assist the 
University in creating a sense of belonging for families of the 
Un.iversity community and lo help promote the image an d 
presence of the University in Hong Kong. 

The University Women's Group's 
(UWQ) last meeting was held October 
8. The following are some of the points 
noted: · 

Guest Speaker, Vivien Cheung, 
Director of Campus Service Office gave 
a talk on "CSO and You." 

,-- Vacancy for the post of Treasurer was 
filled by Lily Hsieh. 
Christmas Decoration sale proceeds 
to go to charity programs. 
Two Garage Sale tables were 
reserved to sell donated snacks and 

· various miscellaneous items. Proceeds 
to go to charity. 

/' 

Charity Investment talk, "Hong 
Korig Stock Market", proceeds to go to 
the Alzheimer's Disease Association. 

If you really want 
to see low interest 
rates, check out the 
attentiveness of some 
of our students at 
lectures! 
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Locke 
Out? 

Need a rep la cement key? 
EMO is a ware that you can get 
University lock keys cut in some 
parts of Hong Kong. However, 
this is illegal, the quality is 
generally inferior, and the key is 
prone to breaking in the lock. 
When this happens, EMO has to 
strip the lock out so that the door 
can be opened. This; of course, 
incurs a charge for the resident. 

To avoid this situation, you 
can have your lost key · replaced -
right here on-campus. Yes, you 
need go no further than our local, 
friendly Security Control Centre! 
They have a supply of key blanks, 
a key cutting machine, and even 
staff who can use it to produce a 
duplicate key. 

As this is primarily 
intended for use on keys to locks 
in the Academic building, we are 
not able to produce large numbers 
of keys for Staff Quarters. 
However, if you are really stuck, 
we can replace . the odd key that 
gets lost. 

Roger Davies 
Estates Manager 

Estates · Management 
Office 

Next issue will feature an ·article ahout 
the 1997 International Facilities 
Mangement Award (see Editorial) Ed. 
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Our Library supports the 

Division of Humanities and Social 
Science's teaching and research in 
literature. There is at'so a growing 
scholarly literature 1n what is 
sometimes termed "Cultural Studies" 
in which items of "popular culture" are 

. examined. In order to support such 
. studi.es, we must _of course obtain the 
primary .• materials. Thus, HKUST 
Library has a larger literature/fiction 

· c;ollection than one might expect at a 
· university of science and technology. 

While searching the On-line 
Public Catalogue (OPAC) by title . or 
author is the most efficient way to find a 

· particular book, the following 
information will help make browsing 
the shelves easier, if you prefer this 
method. Novels are classed in the "Ps" 
(Literature) .and are kept on LG4. They 

-are arranged by the language in which. 
they were originally written. So, an 
English . or a Chinese translation of 
Victor Hugo's "Les Miserables" will be 
kept in the section "PC" with other 

. vrorks of, and about, French literature. 
East Asian literature is 

arranged in class PL. Chinese 
literature is in the PL2000s. Twentieth 
century Chinese literature (novels, 
poems, essays) is mainly in the classes 

. PL2800s-PL2900s. English literature 
from Great Britain, Canada, Australia, 
and other nations (India, Nigeria, etc.) 
1s classed in the section PR.· English 
literature from the United States is 
arranged in class PS. 

The library . has also tried to 
establish a "core" collection of science 
fie tion. While these works are 
distributed throughqut the literature 
section, you can find some anthologies 
of science fiction short stories by 

searching the .. subject "Science 
Fiction". 

The Library is aware that some 
students' English language reading 
ability is not quite ·up to tertiary level. 
And because some classics of · 
children's literature can really be 
enjoyed by people of all ages, the 
Library maintains a very small 
collection of children's literature. 
These are. mostly books appropriate for 
native English readers from the ages of 
8 to 15. These · works are all by award 
winning authors, and are classed 
under the number PZ. 

If you want access to books for 
pre-school children, or want to use a 
larger collection · of children's books 
the closest public library is in Sai K~ 
(see below). Its located about a two 
minute · walk from the minibus 
terminus (use minibus number 12). To 
obtain a Regional Council Library card 
you will need your Hong Kong ID and . 
something to prove your residency (for 
example a telephone bill). Its opening 
hours are as follows: 

/ 

Sal Kong Regional Council Library. 
. 5/F Government Office Building, 

Sai Kung 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Fridays: 

· 9 am. - 8.00 pm. 
Saturday: 9.00 am. - 5.00 pm. 

Sundays & Public Holidays: 
9.00 am. - 1.00 pm. 
Thursdays: Closed 

People who live 
in glass libraries , 
shouldn't throw 
tomes! 
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Shanghai 
My dream of visiting 

Shanghai finally came true in August 
this year. Shanghai-- where snow 

. melts as soori as its large population 
steps upon it--is a city full of history. 
Most people say that today it is pretty 
much like Hong Kong. However, during 
my short stay there I made the 
following observations: 

. .BiversiFied T'rnosporhrfioo 
System. Different transportation 
supports range from .non-air
conditioned buses (the cheapest 
fares); air-conditioned buses (no · 
double deckers); the MTR (standard 
rate of *RMB$2 for each entry); and 
taxis with transparent plastic dividers 
which separate customers from drivers. 
This was new to me, as was the 
issuing of receipts generated from a 
computerized meter. These receipts-
provided upon request--show such 
things as starting time, finishing time, 
distance, rate, etc. 

Buildings. With its unique harbor 
location and historic background, 
Shanghai is full of old buildings. These 
were created by the concession 
powers during World War II. There are . 
also new buildings built by Hong Kong 
and foreign conglomerates. Taking the 
Huang-Pu river cruise at night to see 
the decorated and glittering historical 
"International Buildings" made me 
wonder if history was repeating its.elf .... 
yet with different owners today. 

fiofels. Hong Qiao Hotel is the 
closest to the airport. At the world 
famous Pe?ce Hotel it was good to 
enjoy jazz concerts. It was also good 
for seeing the city skyscrapers at night 
. I was very impressed with both the 
hotel managers' service and attitudes. 
One manager told me that Shanghai 
will follow Hong Kong's ICAC spirit of 
destroying crime. I see hope for China. 

· Shopping. Both the Nan-king-xi-lu 
and Nan-king-dong-lu areas reminded 
me of two old and prosperous 
shopping areas in Taipei (my city of 
birth) and are full of shops and 
shoppers. I saw the famous 
restaurants, Zheng-tsong-lau-da-fong 
and Yun-he-dou-jiang-dian . The latter 
restaurant originated in Taipei, and is 
famous for its popular breakfasts of 
soybean milk and Chinese pastries. I 
paid RMB$3 for a 1 O ounce cup of cold. 
soy bean milk. When an average 
monthly income is RMB$600 yen, it is 
no wonder people say the cost of 
living in Shanghai is very high . 

Shopping at Yu-Yuan--formerly an old · 
temp[e of Cheng-Huang Miao--was 
another joy. The buildings are of 
archaic Chinese architecture. One . 
restaurant provides such items as its 
famous steam buns, Shanghai dim 
sum; and Cantonese dim sum. T.he 
Friendship Store is an essential for 
non-Chinese people. Here, silk . 
clothing was half price and a good deal. 

Conglomerates are judged _ J 
by the companies they ke~ 



RTuseums. One museum which 
was worth a try was situated in the 
vast People's Square. It has a 
modern appearance with its round 
shaped construction. Tickets of 

. RMB$20 for adults and RMB$5 for 
students seemed very reasonable to 
us. At the entrance to its exhibition 
halls, I found listed (amous Hong Kong 
business tycoons' names. Items on 
display were different from what I had 

· seen in other museums. 
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Like any progressive museum 
today, audio supports with English and 
Japanese translations were available. 
A group of Japanese teenagers 
swarmed in, full of curiosity and 
attentive minds. I was left wondering 
what they were thinking. 

Shanghai is a place I first heard 
of from my father when I was younger 
and I always dreamed of visiting it one 
day. Finally in August my dream came 
true. Shanghai is adapting itself 
quickly into the modern world. How 
much tradition it has preserved and 
how well it can survive into the· 21st 
century are questions that need to be 
answered. My only question, 
however, is when will I see Shanghai 

. ? ?-'\ again . ..kJ.. 

•RMB$ is about 10% Jess than a Hong 
Kong do!Jai: 

He can 
· trace his 
family tree 
right back 
to the time 
when it was 
his ancestor's 
address! 
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"flrhe adv~rtisanent in 
the entertainment paper 
read: - 111\bn-speaking part, 

. rut athletic agility a 
rru.st . 11 vbrig applied for 
the job and found himself 
:te.ing directe:i to a zCD. 
It was explained to him 
that one of the zCD's 11B.jor 
attractions, the ·gori1la, 
rad died and they neede:i a 
substitute until the real 
thing could l)e irrp:)rted. 
"All you have to do is don 
this suit for a f evv weeks 

· and swing around · the 
branches," said ·the zCD's 
director. 

The fevv weeks turned 
into non.tbs and although it 
was hot in the ·suit, the 
pay was geed. vbng had 
even wrked_out quite a 
· routine leaping and 
turrbling arout. Indeed, the 

rn 
croo.' s applause drove him 

,r ....,__ to greater heights and rrore 
r--~ " daring feats until one day, 

- _-............. ,.b,~ ~: . . · __/~~ while attarpting a 
. . satersault he lost his grip 

· and fell out of the tree 
. 

:-· ... . .,. 
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· and· into the adjacent 
lion' s enclosure. vl.hei:1 he 
recoverErl his senses, · W:Jng . 
saw the lion approaching~ 
His first reaction was to 
let out a shriek for help. 
11Quiet, you fool, 11 said the 
lion. 11 D:) you 'Wallt to get 
us roth fired?" 

<wish ETd Said 1hat 
- <.Mark <Twain 

(1835 - 1910) 

"Wagoor's music is better 
than it sounds." 

More ... 

CfugltslJ/ 
£~81IBL1@£~ 

• ~peech 
a bombis a success: a bomb 
is a disaster 
a biJJion equals a million 
million: a billion equals a 
thousand million 
fortnight two weeks 
full stop (punctuation): 
period · 
gaol: jail 

· · holiday. vacation 
· nought: zero 
postponem·ent: raincheck 
queue (noun): line 
queue (verb): stand in line 
QI. 

line up 

• Clothes 
shoelace: shoestring 
briefs: _· shorts 
pants: shorts (underwear) 
dressing gown: bathrobe 
hair grip or · kirby grip: 

·bobbie pin 
hair slide: barrette 

. handbag: purse or pocket 
book 
jumper or sweater or 
pullover: . sweater or 

. pullover 
label: tag 
mackintosh: raincoat 

.• Entertainment 
cinema: movie house or 

· theater 
film: movie 
gallery (theater): balcony 
interval: intermission 
pack (of cards): deck 
draughts: checkers 

Give an Englishman an 
inch and he will want 
the metric equivalent! 

. '• :~ 2; 
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• Food 
pudding: dessert 
aubergine: eggplant 
co,urgettes: zucchini 
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biscuit (sweet): cookie 
biscuit (unsweetened): 
cracker 
candy · floss: cotton candy 
chips: French fries 
chocolate/ sweets: candy 
corn flour: com starch 
joint (meat): roast 
jug: pitcher 
icing · sugar: powdered 
~ugar or confectioner's 
sugar 

· larder: pantry · 
marrow: squash 
mince: hamburger meat 
neat (drink): straight 

.Mom. Why 
did the chicken 
cross the road'? 

Son that's an ' . 
e ggstistential 
question! 

Did you hear the one about 
the cannibal kid who wasn't 
allowed to join in games with 
the missionary's son because -
'his mother didn't want him 
playing with his food! 

• Chffdren 
nappy: diaper · 

. dummy: pacifier 
headmaster or 
headmistress: princip~ · 
noughts and crosses: tic
tac-toe 
·packed lunch: sack lunch 
pram: baby carriage or 
baby buggy 
pushchair: stroller 

0 Road 
car bonnet: trunk 
car roof or hood: top 
caravan: trailer 
car park parking lot 
city or business centre: 
Downtown . . 
filling station: gas station 
overtake in a vehicle: pass 
number plate: license plate 
pavement QI. footpath: 
sidewalk 
petrol: gas (- oline) 
roundabout: traffic circle 
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Conversational English 

I am a European looking for a native 
English speaker with whom I can 
converse on a regular basis (around 2 
hours per week) in my on campus 
home. Currently I am writing a thesis 
on Gothic literatl}re, and would also 
like some feedback on my writing style. 
Remuneration can be discussed if you 
contact me: · 

· Lisbet Baark 

ff 2719.2227 

~~M.k.hlt~~~.hlt 

Discount Coupons 

Grand Mart's preferred rate coupons:: 
offering a 10% discount. .are now 
available. If interested contact: 

l\llichael Cheng 

ff 2358.6372 E:B FOMING . 

~~M.1i,aM~~~~ 

LAST WORDS 

Life is like 
basketball: 
some people 
score points 
while others 
just dribble 

Editor, · Cartoons 
& ~rriduction 

Maria ~ack.ett · 

Tt/68 ff . 2358.8266 

E-B .REDBIRD or . 
IHX.REDBIRD@usthk.ust.hk• 

~egular . Contributors . 

Swallow <Wei 
T t 5/G/F •A "B' 2358. 26 l 6 

E,.B ACSYUEI 

~uby <"lsao 
E-9IH%.Tsaogt@aol .co• · 

HONG NIAO (REDBIRD) is a nxmtlify ncwsl"etter 
dlstrwutd~e to 'Jf.J(USI' Senior Staff aruftfidr faniG.s. 
It if pu6{h fut( tdt ft /TJ Olll'US .1<Xi,dt ed Of} madxn of t fig 

uwc;, and cxlim. It 1s printed on ~red pq,a 6y 'E'It:. 
'EocFi issiu Is dlstri6utd in tFie first ~ af eacfz rmntFi. 
Jiff artrW sliouW ~ in writiTII}, · 

OEADLIHE FOR SUBMISSIOH IS .L5th OF EACH OOHTH 


