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II Deadline for contributions to 

HONG NIAO is the 15th, 11 was 

taf(en to · hea1t 6y enthusiastic 

contri6utors this month. On that .day 

tfie "REDBIRD" emai{ was jammed; 

the phone never stoppecf ringing; 

anci TI/ 6B's maifbot( was crammed 

this has resufteci in a 

BUMP ER issue. SincereCy, we 

than.I( you. 

HONG NIAO, is a community 

infonn.ation centre, and is a6(e to put 

peapfe in touch with others - we now 

have about 1,000 reaciers. J-fowever, 

wfti[e it is read and fifeci away for 

future reference by many, 

swprisin9(y, a few toss it away, 

unread. So if you shou{d happen to 

witness such. a despica6fe scene, 

thin{ a6out the tim.e an.cf effo1t that 

goes into it, and what we are 

striving to achieve and .. . 

shoot them on the spot! 

'.!{ow I must f (y -

'Editor 

But ... but ... 
I did read it first, 
honest! 

HKUST Working Parents 
Baby Group 

is Born! 

We meet every Saturday · afternoon 
from 2 to 4. Babies' ages range from 8 
months to 18 months. New members 
are al\vays welcome. No fees. If 
interested, please contact: 

Email: LCBRO\VN or 'fi' 2706-4435 

Maureen Brown 



Clearwater Bay 
International Baptist Chapel 

• Pastors are Richard Lusk and Frank 
Baggot and can be contacted by 
phoning 2336-1956. 

• Sunday School is for all ages from 
11.30 a.m. 

• Sunday Worship SerYice 1s at 
12.45 p.m. 

• Chapel meeting location is 
Clearwater Bay Elementary School 
(at the rear entrance of HK.UST). 

If you have any questions, please call 
me on '21" (2358) 8286. 

Teresa ,vong 

... and the meek 
shall inherit the 
earth - if that's 

~:.--~ alright with you? 

If there really 
jJ a Heaven, 
then I'm in 
BIG trouble! 

Call CAB's New Number 

The Community Advice Bureau, CAB, 
has changed its telephone number:-

~ 

Community Advice Bureau, 
158 Right Emperor Commercial Bldg., 

122-126 Wellington Street, 
Hong Kong 

Ph: 281.554444 
Fax: 281.55977 

Jean Hudson 
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Tupperware 
Open House 

October 18 - 20 
10 anl" - 3 pm 

Tower Ill, Flat 7C 
'Zi' Judith (2358) 8169 

Soccer to Me, Baby! 

Last spring, a group of parents 
organized the HKUST Children's 
Soccer Group, and around 15 boys and 
girls aged between 8 and 12 met eYery 
Saturday to practice and play. The 
children were coached bv a volunteer 
father. • 

While these activities haYe already re
commenced (on September 16), new 
members are most welcome to join the 
group. We meet . every Saturday 
af temoon from 4 to 5 at HK.UST 
Astroturf Soccer Pitch. 

For fmther infom1ation, contact me on 
'Zi' 2535-7709, evenings. 

Heloisa Shih 

Shek Kong Trip 

There will be a bus taking interested 
shoppers to Shek Kong on Friday, 
November 10, leaving at 8 a.111., 
returning at 3 p.m. The cost will be 
approximately HK$50 per person. 

Anyone interested in coming along can 
contact: Levan 'Zi' 2358 (8324) or 
Judith 'Zi' 2358 (8169). 

Levan Gray 

( 
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U.K. Taxation Problems? 

• Paying too much U.K. tax? 

• U.K. tax filing problems? 

• Thinking of buying property in the 
U.K.? 

• Thinking of emigrating, or 
returning to the U.K.? 

If your answer to any of the above is 
YES, then you might like to talk about 
tax planning or tax filing/accountancy 
with Rod Taylor or Helen Au of 
Taylor Associates. They can 
answer any que1ies you may have and 
provide a free quotation. While so 
doing, ask them about their free Tax 
Fifteen newsletter. 

Ivy Chow 

Taylor Associates 
141 St James Road 
Glasgow G4 OL T 

UK 
Tel: (U.K.) 141 552 8628 
Fax: (U.K.) 141 552 3788 

E-mail: 100522.605@compuserve.com 

Paying taxes to 
the Government 
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is like feeding the 
hand that bites you! 

Survival Cantonese 
for Market Shopping 

This course is specially designed to 
help the native English speaking 
community to shop in the local 
markets. By so doing, each week, you 
,vill substantially reduce your grocery 
bills. You will also be able to have 
more variety, and fresher frnits and 
vegetables than you get m 
supermarkets. 

For more details and information 
contact me on 'a' (2358) 207 6 or fax 
(2358) 2394. 

Sophie Hui 

,vhat's the UWG? 

The University Women's Group, better 
known as the UWG, is a club open to 
female senior staff, female academics 
and female pai1ners of HKUST 
academic and administrative staff. I ts 
objectives are: 

• To provide social interaction and 
cultural exchanges among members 

• To assist new families to settle into 
the University community 

• To act as _an information resource 
for various aspects of campus life 

• To channel suggestions to 
appropriate University offices to 
enhance the quality of campus !if e 

• To provide service and aid to the 
needy 

Jean Tong 
Secretary u,va 



Current UWG 
Interest Groups 

Children 

Playgroup 
Arts & Music 

Swimming 

Adults 

Aerobics 
Book Club 
Chinese Painting 
Dinner Out Club 
Language Exchange 
Swimming 
Tennis 

Badminton 
Bridge 
Cooking 
Hiking 
Mahjong 
Tai Chi 
Yoga 

For further details, contact the Interest 
Group Co-ordinator, LeYan Gray on 
"a" (2358) 8324. 

I don't think I'll 
eYer get over him. 

fl \l Love meant 
nothing to him! 

Books & Cookies 
or 

If You Haven 't Had Time 
to Read the Book, Come Enjoy 

the Discussion and Dessert 
Anyway! 

A number of UWG members meet once 
a month to discuss books, chosen by 
the group, ahead of time. I have been 
attending for over 1 year now, and 
have to say it is one of my favorite 
activities in Hong Kong. 

4 

The books we read renect a consensus. 
For example, someone wants to read a 
book about the one-child policy in 
China, such as A Mother's Ordeal, but 
others are afraid it will be too graphic. 
So we compromise, and read A 
Chinese Wedding instead. Or someone 
gets fed up with "China reading" so '~'e 
read The Piano and have a special 
private viewing of the movie on laser 
disc in the Library! 

Sometimes ,ve find supplemental 
material for the books we're reading in 
the Library. Before we read The 
Woman Warrior, by Maxine Hong 
Kingston, we watched Bill Moyers' A 
World of Ideas interview with her. 
And since each meeting is held at 
someone's home, there's al\\'ays tea 
and crumpets of some sort! 

In addition to the above, some of the 
books read so far include: 

• Pilg1im at Tinker Creek 

• Madam Mao: The Whiteboned 
Demon 

• The Kitchen God's Wife 

• Wild Swans 

• The Unbearable Lightness of Being 

Future reading may include: 

• Myself a Manda,in: Memoirs of a 
Special Magistrate, by Austin 
Coates 

• Red Azalea, by Anchee Min 

• Life and Death in Shanghai, by N. 
Cheng 

• A History of God: the 4,000 Year 
Quest of Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam, by A.A. Knopf 

If you are interested in JOimng the 
group, please Email Maria Hackett, 
REDBIRD, or me, GUBIORX. 
Welcome! 

Heather Xie 

( 



ON THE 
GRIPE UINE 

i6 i6 i6 
REDBIRD: Living in high-rise 
buildings requires a substantial degree 
of tolerance. We get quite a few 
complaints about noise, and EMO is 
expected to sort them out. Sometimes 
the people concerned haven't even 
taken the trouble to contact each other 
directly - their first thought is to get 
Security to intervene. Music playing, 
piano practice, drilling a hole in the 
wall to put up pictures, moving 
furniture, flushing the toilet and even 
walking across the floor has led to 
complaints to EMO. 

I 'm really sorry, Mike. 
It won 't happen again. 
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Just see that 
it doesn't, 
REDBIRD! 

We are very, very, fortunate to 
live in a community where there is 
some possibility of controlling the 
environment. The vast majority of 
people in Hong Kong live in high-rise 
apartments where there's not the 
slightest chance of doing so - occupants 
are expected to just put up with the 
daily inconveniences of redecorating, 
noise, etc. We are very fortunate 
indeed - I only wish everybody realised 
it. 

Mike Hudson, 
Director of EMO 

IJ (fl] ©JI (E '1l ©J 
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When I awoke this morning, 
I heard a sound so shrill -
It was a little birdie 
Upon my window sill. 

It sang its song so sweetly, 
It drew me from my bed, 
So I gently lowered the window 
And crushed its bloody head. 

Phil Toye 

:13ird'fovers, ~nima{ 'RJ9fits ~ctivists, 
'Environmentafists, etc. can contact 'Dr. 
'Pfid Toye, tFiars P-H-I-L T-0-Y-E in 
tfie 'Dept. of 'Biocfiemistry, Lift 'Jl{os. 
25/26, 'R_oom 5516, 'Emaif :13CPJ-fIL, 
'Pfione 8703. 'E.c£. 

The Dog-Lady 
c, 

The Snake 
by Lily Hsieh 

A dog-lady and a snake 
were two brief encounters that 
added warmth and excitement to 
our perfect hike last March. 

There were nine of us 
University women who left the 
campus right after 9 in the 
morning to hike the Dragon's 
Back in Sek O Country Park. 
After one bus, the MTR and a bus 
ride again, we began our hike at 
the junction of Big ,vave Road 
and Sek O Road. The trail began 
to climb the hills immediately 
after the Big Wave Village. \,Ve 
broke the steady climb with stops 



to admire the valley we had left 
below. Jill heard rustling noises 
in the undergrowth and 
abandoned her lead position 
because, as she claimed, she was 
terrified of snakes. We reached 
Pottinger's Gap after about forty 
minutes. 

The rain shelter in the 
middle of a clearing at Pottinger's 
Gap looked very inviting. We all 
sat down to rest and snacked on 
the food we had each brought. 
Presently, a lvhite cap popped out 
of the edge of the clearing. A 
body in a turquoise warm-up suit, 
and pushing a stroller, emerged 
with three dogs. The lady was 
surprised to see us and came over 
to chat. We learned that she 
came from Chai Wan to feed 
these homeless dogs everyday for 
the past fifteen years. She even 
took sick dogs to be treated. One 
of the dogs with her was an 
orphan that she had fed since it 
was a few days old. We were all 
very moved by her kindness to 
the dogs. 

,v e marched on again 
toward the Dragon's Back and 
stopped at a break among trees to 
pick out landmarks below. Jill 
was among a group pointing 
happily and calmly, until Eleanor 
came up and said: "Isn't that a 
snake in front of you?" 
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We all froze and looked down. 
Sure enough, a black snake, five, 
six feet long and two fingers 
thick, was sunning itself on top of 
a low bush, right under our 
noses. We all screamed and ran 
backward away from the snake. 
Shortly, and with nervous 
giggles, we inched forward to 
have another look. Throughout 
all the excitement, the snake did 
not move even one muscle. 

There are six humps on 
the Dragon's Back. Standing on 
top of the humps, we were so 
high up that black kites were 
riding thermals at our eye level. 
We could see far and wide - to the 
East, the Clear Water Bay 
Peninsular ridges where we had 
once hiked; Junk Bay market 
where we often shopped; 
beautiful Big VVave Beach and 
Sek O Beach. To the West, Tai 
Tam Bay and Stanley Bay with 
the open sea beyond, dotted lvith 
small islands. With wind in our 
faces, friends by our sides and 
happiness in our hearts, we were 
indeed on top of the ,,vorld! 

We hike once a month on 
weekdays from October to March. 
Bus fares and brown bag lunches 
are all you need. Call me, Lily 
Hsieh, at (2358) 8173 if you 
choose to hike with us. 

Hee! 
Hee! 
Hee! 
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Welcome to 
Wedder Report ! 

Senior gov-a-mun officials med in 
Cendral, Horng Korng, over da 
weegen to discuss da wedder 
crizuz. More and more peeble, 
especially those living in da New 
Terry-tarries had been 
complaining aboud it, pushing 
their toll -er-ance to da limiz. 

Through discussion, it abbears 
that there is liddle gon-nection 
between our wedder and da 
green-house effect. Rarder, it was 
thought that da main -prar-blem is 
da confuzing manner in which we 
wedder girlz mizpronounce some 
wurz, pudding da wrong em-pha
siz on udders. This can be 
mizleading, they said, and has 
pre-cip-ita-ted da crizuz. 

Paris 3 0 0 

London 15 ° 
Rome _ 2 oo 
Sydney 

06 T 

Maria Hackett 

Muggy 
Tueggy 
,veggy 
Thurggy 

Ha! Ha! That's very 
funny gweUo. Let's 
have an even bigger 
laugh • YOU do the 
report in Cantonese! 
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To Russia, 
with Love 

_·-R ··· .. . . ·~ ··.::· 
.··.,. ;,: .. .. 

From July 16 to 28 this year, my 
family toured four northern European 

countries, as well as Russia. 

Part I: St . Petersburg -
July 20 - 23 

A..tter visiting Stockholm, we 

entered St. Petersburg's customs gate. 
We were required to report any money 
we were bringing in, so I wrote down 
US$1 ,005. My form was then 
stamped. However, when my husband 
wrote down US$650, his form was not 
stamped. He asked the Hong Kong tour 
leader why there was a difference, but 
the tour leader said it was fine! 

The tour guide in 
St. Petersburg, Maria, was a pretty 
lady. Although she had a 7 year old 
son, she was t.all and slender, and had 
excellent spoken English and a sweet 
smile. Pretty-well daily she dressed 
with high taste . She had majored in 
Hindu at college, and was now a 
professional licensed tour guide. 

While the schedule of our 
program had been planned by a Hong 
Kong travel agent, we mainly followed 
our local tour guide. Observations 
made are as follows: 

:f'ood: Compared to Hong Kong, the 
general price of food was high. 
Desserts were laid out on a table 
before the main meal, occasionally 
with flies buzzing around. Most dishes 
did not have much flavor, nor showed 
any cooking skills. It seemed the only 
spices used were salt or hot pepper. 

- - -



The Russians only drink soup at lunch. 
Rice is imported. We are used to 
round-shaped rice tasting starchy and 
being sticky. However, this round
shaped rice was choppy and tasted 
funny to us. 

'.llestau.rants and Atn.use
ments: Most of the restaurants 
tried to please us : they either served 
extraordinary amounts of food, 
provided ice cream, gave violin 
performances, or summoned small 
folklore bands to amuse us. The 
violinist played beautiful music. 
After receiving tips, she bowed, 
smiling, not saying a word. The 
folklore band singer looked weary at 
the beginning, but after receiving tips 
and a request to hear Andy William's 
"Speak Softly", the lady's frowning 
eyebrows became loose. Upon leaving, 
she gave my son, Phillip, a colorful 
booklet about her folklore group. 
Showing it to him, she pointed out a 
little girl and then pointed to her 
chest. Phillip asked "your daughter?" 
She smiled and nodded her head. I 
saw tears in her eyes. Phillip asked 
for her autograph. Another musician 
eagerly provided his autograph as 
well. It was fun . 

lJai.wrs amt:. Pay Sen!&: The 
waiters work from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
(The sun sets around 11 p.m. in St. 
Petersburg) every other day for the 
equivalent of a US$50 monthly salary. 
A US$100 monthly income is 
considered very good, according to the 
manager of the only Chinese 
restaurant in St. Petersburg that we 
visited. Most of the waiters had white 
complexions and were bonny looking, 
but did not speak English - not even 
"thank you" or "hi." 

1..n w resti.m.:J Tourist. 8i.tes: 

1. The Peter and Paul Castle, which 
had once housed prisoners, was now 
defunct as a jail, and is used as a 
tourist spot. One of our group's 
members joked that the prisoners' 
rooms were bigger, but duller than 
normal Hong Kong bedrooms (which 
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are usually small, but are brightly 
lit.) Other parts of the castle were 
full of beautiful paintings, gold plated 
statues and war victory collections. 
Now I realise that not only Orientals 
like gold - most of the royal families 
in the world like it as well. 

Swallow, to 
ensure that 
we haYe a good 
time in Russia 
and visit all the 
best places, what 
book would you 
r ecommend us 
to bring along? A chequebook! 

2. Czar's Summer Palace, Hermitage 
Museum, St. Isaac Cathedral, Concert 
Hall. These museums and churches · 
were full of dazzling and precious 
historical collections, reminding me 
of what I had read of Peter the Great, 
Catherine the Great, Catherine II, etc. 
These buildings were a world 
collection of construction styles. The 
onion shape of the church top, 
resembling a Muslim church's top, 
was so shaped to allow the quick 
melting of snow. Does this picture 
look familiar, somewhere in the 
Disney World? 

In front of Hermitage Square, for 
US$1, we heard a three-company band 
playing the national anthems of 
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Korea. To 
better our future recollections, we 
bought many souvenir booklets. 

3. The streets were amazingly clean. 
The buildings had sculptures that were 
beautifully decorated and neatly set in 
a line. The boulevards seemed to be 
filled with grandeur. There appeared 
to be a very good infrastructure. 

( 
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4. Russian Ballet - the performance 
of Swan Lake at the National Theatre 
cost only 19,000 rubles (around 
US$4) per person. This is a beautiful 
theatre, which bears almost the same 
features that you may see in a movie. 
We were lucky to sit in the first floor 
balcony at a right angle. Each balcony 
contains 6 seats. The main balcony 
seats, that had traditionally been 
reserved for the King, were now for 
the rich. Upon leaving, we saw some 
people driving Mercedes-Benz cars . 

( 1 auditioned -------.. 
for Swan Lake, 
but didn't get 
the job. 
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Why not? 

They had 
the nerYe 
to say that 
I wasn't the 
righf'type! ', 

C-ri~ & P-rostitu.tion: An 
unfortunate event happened before the 
dance. Like crime that happens 
everywhere, one of our tour members 
had her personal belongings stolen. 
However, the thief was immediately 
caught, due to the unbelievable 
efficiency of the Russian police. 

A 17 year old teenager, who 
had just been released from prison a 
few months previously, was arrested. 
The police, who had earlier had 
reports of theft from American and 
Taiwanese tourists, had been 
suspicious of this young man, but had 
had no evidence to use against him. 
Now this youth had been caught with 
stolen goods. 

However, he would not, at 
first, confess. Maria, who could 
speak his language, would not, in the 
first instance, interpret for the 
police, either. -This was because she 
was afraid of revenge - crime in 
Russia is bad, and everybody needs to 
know how to protect themselves. But 
the police could not further their 
investigation without Maria's help. 
However, she finally agreed to 
interpret to free up the case. Our tour 
leader told us about the whole 
situation the next morning. Upon 
receiving a confession, the police beat 
the poor young man from head to toe. 
The whole investigation lasted about 5 
hours. 

Prostitution prevailed. Even 
my husband received a phone call at 
1 a.m. from a prostitute, asking him 
about his origin. He said "Why do you 
care?" and then hung up the phone. We 
saw some prettily dressed young girls 
with pretty purses lingering singly in 
the hotel after 7.00 p.m. Our tour 
members all sensed these were 
"chicks," (the Cantonese call 
prostitutes "chickens") - you can just 
t e II. 

L l,(c n/7 ffl ~n/' 411.,.-!,m ll/cti7IN!it, 7b 
..if;~~.-/a wltli LPVt: !.,.- t:,rtrn..-/v.-r, • .-?' P.vt // -
1:.1&..-.:vw "' wl!T q.qvenr !11 t1'ut 11.,..,r/ l.c<'11.,... 

I resent that 
insinuation! 

.Ed' 
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For Sale:-
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(1) Computer Printer - HK$850 
Canon BJ200 Bubble-jet for IBM
Compatible. Excellent quality printing 
for the price. Sells new for about 
HK.$2000. Yours for HK.$850. 

(2) Fax Machine - HK$700 
"BATAFAX" personal fax machine. 
Gocxi basic machine suitable for non
industrial applications. Price new: 
HK$1700. Yours for HK.$700. 

Both items come with gratuitous on
campus delivery and installation 
assistance. 

Call Bob ,a, (2358) 8263. 

Isn 't the computer 
age wonderful! 

lc:1 
~ 

Yes! We can still 
be wrong, but at 
astonishingly 
faster speeds! 

The lowdown on all you didn 't 
need to know about birds 

Last year's Bird Brain of 
Britain was Penny, a parrot 
from EsseH. She scooped 
the award, presented by 
Birdkeeper magazine, with 
her impression of a hor~e. 

Editor, Cartoons 
&, Production 

Maria Hackett 
Tl/68 

13' 2358.8266 
Ema il "REDBIRD" or 

I N%" REDBI RD@usthk.ust.hk" 

Regular Contributors 

Swallow Wei T7 J 1 B 
1t 2358.2267 

Caro l Lunce T2/4A 
-:t 2358.8210 

Raymond A. Dragan 
':? 2358.6180 

HONG NIAO is a monthly newsletter 
distributed free to HK.UST Senior Staff and their 
families . Jt is publi shed with resources solicited 
by members of the UWG and others. Jt is printed 

by ETC. Each issue is di stributed in the first week 
of each month. All entries should be in writing. 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS 
1 STH OF EACH MONTH 
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