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Jiort9 Niao 
~ REDBIRD 

'-' A Newsletter for Senior Staff 

Af ,~ The ~~~~h;i:~~~\~!~/ty of 
Science & Technology 

Issue No.13 May, 1 994 

As you can see, our RED BIRD has been 
invested with new plumage, and doesn't 
he look pretty? He would like to extend 
THAl\'1{ YOU's all round. First, he 
thanks the HKUST Office that is now 
providing sponsorship for his production. 

I'd call that the 
"Stamp of Approval" 

Yes! They must 
really like what 
we are doing 

Second he thanks l\fin-1\fin Chang for 
having allowed us to use a Library 
photocopier for the past half-year. Third, 
he thanks the "Cookie Lover" for 
having provided him with colour for the 
last few issues. Finally, MAl\UE 
SHEN, our Production Assistant who 
has now bowed out. For six issues, 
Mamie gave many hours of her time. 
HONG NIAO thanks you, Mamie, and 
sincerely, so do I. 

Our RED BIRD will soon be departing on 
his annual Summer migration. He may be 
going away for a short time, but nil 
desperandum - this issue is packed with 
plenty of things to do until he returns. So 
until then ... 

Now Imus~ 

~ 
Editor 

~ ./ 
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Announcements that vou wish to make 

UWG's ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The University Women's Group will 
be holding its Annual General 
Meeting at 8 p.m. on Thursday, May 5 at 
the home of Christina Chen, House 5, 
Phase II. 

Elections of new Officers for the corning 
year will be held. Below is a list of the 
candidates so far. If you wish to see your 
name below, or want to write in another 
nominee, then first gain their approval, 



and then mark the name(s) in the space 
provided on the ballot. 

PRESIDENT. Lily Hsieh, Rebecca Loh 
SECRETARY: Maria Hackett 
TREASURER: Sharon Chia, Levan 
Gray, J o-lyn Huang, Lynn James, 
Judith Tang 
SOCIAL CONVENORJINTEREST GROUP CO-
ORDINATOR: Annette Buckmaster, 
Levan Gray, Joanne Wolfe. 

I see she's 
running for 
Secretary 
again this 
year 

Yes. She's 
the only one 
sillyenough 
to do it! 

Ballot forms have been distributed to 
UWG members, and they are urged to 
bring them to the meeting to vote. Those 
unable to attend, should already have sent 
in their absentee vote. 

So if you are a member, then come along 
and vote for the people whom you want 

********************** 
BUS BUSINESS 

The bus that takes shoppers to Choi 
Hung every week is now offering a 
limited number of single seats to those 
who do not wish to sign up for a whole 
month. Cost per round trip is between 
$15 and $20, depending upon the number 
of riders sharing the cost each month. For 
information contact Judith Tang 
tt 8169. 

Mimi Dollinger may be organising a 
trip to Stanley Market and Mamie 
Shen may organise one to TVB studios. 
UWG members should watch this space 
for further developments. · 
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GET INTO THE SWIM OF THINGS 

The Swimming Pool will be open as follows:-

May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 

I knew 
I should 
have 
brought 
the sun 
block! 

7.30 a.m. - 10 a.m. & noon - 6.30 p.m. 
7.30 a.m. - 2 p.m. & 3 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 
7.30 a.m. - 2 p.m. & 3 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 
7.30 a.m. - 2 p.m. & 3 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 
7.30 a.m. - 2 p.m. & 3 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 
7.30 a.m. - 10 a.m. & noon - 6.30 p.m. 
7.30 a.m. - IO a.m. & noon - 6.30 p.m. 

A section on "surrival strategies" 

:MEN, DO YOU HAVE A 
(TRUE WEST EUROPEA."1) 

STITCH TO WEAR? 

A shop has recently opened in Sai Kung 
selling European sized jeans and casual 
wear ... "Taking clothes of uniquely 
styled Danish design, we have opened the 
way to clothes of the true west European 
stitch. Come and see, feel and sense the 
real difference." 

4 You 
Shop 5, GfF, Ko Shing House, 

(Near Government Offices) 
Sai Kung 

Ph: 792.8256 

IT'S MUSIC TO YOUR EARS 

The American Community Theatre 
presents Meredith · Willson's THE 
MUSIC MAN. The Music Man has 
been a favorite of audiences worldwide as 
the quintessential American musical 
comedy. It features fast-talking Harold 
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Hill who cheerfully swindles people of 
River City, Iowa, out of their money, 
coaxing them to invest in a wholesome 
brass band for their children. 

The Music Man offers a variety of musical 
styles, a host of comic characters, and the 
promise of a big brass band. It is family 
entertainment full of fun and familiar tunes 
such as, "Seventy-Six Trombones", "Till 
There Was You", "Lida Rose", "Gary 
Indiana" ... and more. 

Shouson Theatre, 
Hong Kong Arts Centre, 

Wanchai 
May 12-14, and May 17-21 at 8 p.m. 

Matinees : 
Saturday, May 14 and Sunday, May 15 at 3 p.m. 

Tickets available at all URBTIX Outlets. 
Adults: $175, Students/Senior Citizens: $125 

Opening Night Benefit Performance is on 
May 12. All tickets are $300. Half the 
proceeds will be donated to Ronald 
l\1cDonald House, Hong Kong, which 
is a "home-away-from-home" for families 
wanting to be near their sick children who 
are in the Prince of Wales Hospital. The 
20 bedroom house, built in To Shek 
Village, will be open in late 1994 and will 
serve about 1,400 families each year. 

Denise Lemieux 

********************** 
WHO YA GONNA' CALL? 

You've locked yourself out? The washing 
machine isn't working? Can't get hot 
water? So you call the Housing Office 
and set the wheels in motion to deal with 
the problem. But who is actually 
responsible for your residential area? 

THE PROBLEM BUSTERS ... 

Felix Lee: (.,,. 8283, E-mail EOFELIX) Overall 
Supervisor of:-

PHASE I TOWERS 
(+ Junior Staff Quaners Blocks A & B) 

Johnson Lei (.. 6484, E-mail EOJLEI) 
Maria Lui ( .. 6484, E-Mail EOMLUI) 

PHASE II APARTMENTS & HOUSES 
( + Junior Staff Quaners Block C) 

Rick Ho ( .... 6518, E-mail EORICKHO) 
Eunice Au ( .. 6519,E-mail EOEUNICE) 
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SAVE US SEPO! 

The Safety and Environmental Protection 
Office (SEPO) would like to hear from 
the campus community of any concerns 
about general safety and environmental 
issues. The people to contact are:-

SAFETY MANAGER 

Dr. Joseph Kwan, 
.. 6451, E-mail EOKW AN 

HEALTH PHYSICIST 

Dr. Paul Chan, 
.. 6535, E-mail EOMWCHAN 

INDUSTRIAL HYGIENIST 

Mr. Al Clancy, 
.,,. 6509, Email EOCLANCY 

SAFETY ENGINEER 

Mr. T.S. Li, 
.,,. 6511, Email EOTSLI 

E1'.'VIRONMENTAL ENGINEER 

Dr. Pete Swearengen, 
..,. 6510, Email EOPETE 

Joe! Felix! 
Al! Johnson! 
Eunice! Pete! 
Rick! Maria! 
Paul! T.S.! 

HELP~~ 
A TAXING TIME, AGAIN 

We really hate to bring this up, but there's 
no getting away from it, and it has to be 
done sometime. The deadline for U.S. 
income tax is June 15. So if you want 
help in doing your U.S. income tax, call 
Jill Elsner:-

U.S. Tax & Business Consultancy Ltd., 
U.S. individual income tax preparation service. 

(Formerly Jilsner Limited). 
G.P.O. Box 13367 Hong Kong 

20C Eton Bldg., 
288 Des Voeux Road, 

Central 
Ph: 851.8049 Fax: 851.9847 



BATTLE OF THE INDIAN 
RESTAURANTS? 

Carol Lunce, who told us last month 
that a new Indian restaurant had opened in 
Sai Kung, has informed our little RED 
BIRD that Memsahib at Shop A 1, 
Marina Cove Shopping Centre, will now 
deliver individual orders to campus. 
tt 335.0380 or 335.0373. 

********************** 
THE COMPETITION? 

The following information was gleaned 
from "District Link" - a local newsletter 
for the English speaking community. 
Place your name on their mailing list and 
write to: 

Sai Kung District Board, 
2/F, Sai Kung Government Offices, 

Sai Kung 

ASTHMA SUPPORT 

An Asthma support group has been set up 
in the area and is looking for new 
members. If you or your family are 
affected by asthma, then help is close at 
hand. There are people who understand it 
and want to help you live with it more 
easily. To find out more '21' 358.1720 or 
Fax: 358.2395. 
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S.C.U.B.A. DIVING 

Looking for a new challenge? Then why 
not don a Self Contained Underwater 
Breathing Apparatus. Contact: 

Laura or Ben, 
Ph: 719.3475 

or 1168383 ale 2175 
or Angela Jarvis (Scubamania). 

Ph: 792.4741, Fax: 792.4799. 

ARE THERE ANY THESPIANS OUT 
THERE? 

Does the "roar of greasepaint and the smeJl 
of the crowd" inspire you? 

The Landing Lights Players stage a 
number of productions throughout the 
year, and profits are donated to charity. 
To be put on their mailing list contact: 
Margaret Wright, Honorary Secretary, 
Ph: 792.6434, Fax: 7912419. 
To purchase tickets go to: 

Jane's Crafts, 
Shop 6, Sai Kung Garden, 

Hiram's Highway, 
Sai Kung 

Ph: 791.4180 Fax: 719.4528. 

They also need volunteers t? act as 
directors actors wardrobe mistresses, ' ' . and general workforce. Why not give 
Margaret Wright a call? 

( 
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BAHAY NA.TIN 

As many Filipinas will tell you, this means 
"Our Home". It is also the name of an 
organisation run by the Sacred l:Ieart 
Church. Its doors are "always open to 
welcome Filipina women who need a 
home away from home while they are 
awaiting employment, are unemployed or 
are in need of a rest". 

Also, for anyone who needs domestic 
help, Bahay Natin could assist with 
finding helpers. For information:-
tr 719.0638 or contact Fr. Nevio Vigano 
(Parish Priest) on 1l' 792.2967. 

********************** 
LOVE my 

(VERTICAL AND HORIZONTAL) 

NE'L&HBOUR. 

A s the sun begins to set on the 
horizon, a gentle mist wafts up from the 
sea, enveloping the small village known as 
Phasesoneandtwo. The last weary 
villager makes his way home, and in the 
distance an owl begins to call, signalling 
the end of another perfect day. All is 
calm, silent and at peace 

THUMP! CRASH! 
BANG! Elephants are dancing 
on the ceiling. A symphony orchestra is 
playing across the hall. A crew of oil 
drillers is working not far away. 

HEY OWL!!! 
Quit that 
racket 
you 're 
making 
will ya? 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

5 

A fable perhaps, but for those who have to 
suffer, it would seem a stark reality. We 
live in a very small, close community. 
However, this very closeness can be a 
problem. While many of us are blessed 
with considerate, courteous neighbours, it 
would seem that some residents are not so 
fortunate, due to the problems that can 
arise from noise. These include: scraping 
of furniture along the floorboards; 
screaming and yelling; music; hammering 
and drilling. These activities are part of 
everyday life. However, when they 
happen and to what de2ree they occur is 
one half of a problem. How these matters 
are sometimes dealt with is the other. 

Timing and degree: In Hong Kong it 
is a Summary Offence to create a 
disturbance between the hours of 11 p.m. 
and 7 a.m. This means that if our 
neighbour is unduly disturbing our quiet 
then we have a legal sanction. But ... 

Dealing with such problems: 
Wouldn't it be better if we could handle 
this matter on our own? (Note too, it is not 
EMO's role to act as an arbitrator or to 
otherwise attempt to settle disputes.) 
Wouldn't it be friendlier (and indeed more 
neighbourly) if we approached the 
offenders and expressed our concerns in a 
calm, reasonable, and mature fashion. 
Chances are this neighbour is not aware 
that he or she is disturbing us. Then 
wouldn't it be nicer if to2ether we could 
come up with a solution to the problem? 
For example, loud music could be turned 
down; home maintenance could be carried 
out at a mutually agreed time; children 
could be cautioned about making loud 
noises; furniture scraping could be 
muffled by using scraps of carpet or by 
applying rubber caps to the furniture feet. 

One of the greatest advantages of living 
here at HKUST (as opposed to living in · 
say, Mongkok) is that it is very quiet. 
However, the downside to this is that 
every single little noise is amplified. I've 
also heard tell that due to the structure of 
the accommodation buildings, sounds can 
be distorted to the point where it is 
difficult to accurately pin-point their 



ongm. Indeed, I heard that one neighbour 
was greatly surprised to be congratulated 
on her piano playing - she could not play 
one, let alone did she own one. 

The moral of this tale, then, is that we 
should not let the problem of noise 
escalate to the point where it becomes out
and-out warfare between neighbours. We 
should try to be considerate, tolerant, and 
co-operative. While allowing that life in 
close quarters cannot be lived silently, it 
should not be lived noisily. Give and 
take. So come on, let's all make an extra 
effort. Remember, the neighbour we yell 
at one week could be the neighbour we 
need the following. 

:Maria Hackett 

bb's & DON'l:''s 
& BElNy LbOKEb 

~f'l:'ER 
l')ow many times have we told our children "do 

this" and "don't do that"? However, our thoughts 
stem from our own specific culture - we are 
immersed in its particular ways, so that our 
thoughts reflect that culture. 

Eastern and Western cultures differ very much 
from the first day a baby is born. The Oriental 
mother huddles her baby in bed for many years, 
while the Western mother would definitely 
separate her baby from sleeping with her, if 
possible. There is the old scene of the Oriental 
mother strapping her baby to her back with a long 
cloth rope (which my mother did to me and every 
one of her children). The Western mother, 
however, usually pushes her baby in a stroller. If 
you have seen some Oriental people with "O" 
shaped legs, then this will probably give you part 
of the answer. (Please don't try to get proof from 
some of your more familiar friends' legs.) 

Strictly defined things are overwhelming in 
Oriental society. The historical reason dates back 
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to Confucianism. One example is that gender 
differences are heavily stressed. No male offspring 
to carry on your surname is the number one issue 
against filial piety (a kind of totalitarian and 
absolute obedience). Today in China there are 
more males than females because most families 
preserve baby boys. This means that there will be 
marriage matching problems for many families. 
Another example is social order that is reflected in 
the way that inferiors should listen to superiors, 
i.e. a son should listen to a father, a younger 
brother to an older brother, a wife to a husband. 
With strictly defined social roles, you are 
supposed to do what you are told. To do more, 
you only make mistakes. 

Another interesting phenomenon is social roles. 
In Japan, March 3 is Girls' Day and May 5 is 
Boys' Day. In Taiwan, April 4 is Children's Day -
its counterpart in China is June I. Nowadays in 
Taiwan, to enhance equal rights between men and 
women, there are no more Women's Days on 
March 8. 

Callings and family trees are defined by different 
rankings in Chinese society. In the Chinese mind, 
the Western relationship terms are too loose. The 
Westerner uses "Great" (e.g. Great Grandfather) or 
"I", (the 1st) "II" (the 2nd), etc. But you might 
hear some older Chinese calling younger relatives 
by strictly defined terms and people immediately 
know what the relationship is. Calling someone 
by their first name only happens among peers of 
the same generation/level. Unlike some 
Westerners who might do it, adding the word "old" 
to someone's surname shows respectfulness or 
closeness. 

To my suspicion, language could be one of the 
reasons that invokes cultural differences. Unlike 
the much easier 26 letters in the English alphabet, 
whoever learns the complicated Chinese characters 
which require specific detail, sequence, and a 
meticulous mind will probably get a better 
understanding of the Chinese relationships. 

Above all, basic Chinese philosophy might 
explain part of Chinese behaviour. It is their 
belief that human beings are part of nature -
hence, humans should not conquer nature, but 
rather should want to create a balance with Mother 
nature. 

It would seem 
to me that to 
be fair to both 
sexes, and to 
enhance equal 
rights, the term 
"Mother Nature" 
is now outdated, 
and should be 
changed to -
II PARENT NATURE" 

( ) 



Since the 1911 revolution, things have been 
changing and have gradually been modified. With 
only 83 years of learning and searching, the 
Chinese are coping their way towards construction 
after destruction. It seems to me that the biggest 
problem facing Chinese liberation is in rooting 
out the cultural burden. 

Swallow "\Vei 

********************** 

MARINA CAFE 

by C . Mi lha u d 

D ining options close to campus have 
improved considerably with the opening 
of a new cafe in Marina Cove, offering 
reasonably priced, continental-style meals 
in a comfortable and friendly setting. 

The Marina Cafe features a small but 
balanced menu, augmented with daily 
specials listed on a chalkboard over the 
bar. Overall quality is very good to 
excellent, with soups and desserts earning 
consistently high ratings. 

Wine enthusiasts will be pleased to note 
the French origins of the very decent 
house wines, and the small wine list 
shows evidence of careful selection and 
emphasis on good value. 

On our last visit, the music of Aaron 
Neville and Eric Clapton played softly on 
the restaurant sound system. The 
ambience was delightful. 

Definitely worth a try. 

Marina Cafe 
Franklin Im (Manager) 

Shop A7-A8, 
Marina Cove Shopping Centre, 

Hirams Highway, 
Sai Kung 

Phone: 335-0272 
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A re1•iew of books that ha11e been found 

helpful for life in Hong Kong 

CHILDREN'S BOOKS 

As Summer rolls around, the school term 
ends, and the children are at home. You 
want them to read something useful, but 
you don't have a ready resource. There 
are several books at the Library that might 
be useful. 

Summer Rolls! 
Are they anything 
like Spring Rolls? 

That joke's 
pathetic! 
I think it's 
time you 
took your 
Summer 
holiday 

'~"J~~l}J)-pY 
~' ;!}),,j 
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One of these is "Children's Book 
Awards International: A Directory 
of Awards and Winners, from 
Inception Through 1990", by Laura 
Smith. This book lists award-winning 
books for children and adolescents in 46 
countries. Some of the countries listed 
include: Argentina, Australia, Bulgaria, 
Brazil, China, Finland, France, United 
Kingdom, Germany, India, Iran, Israel, 
Soviet Union, United States, and many 
more. 

They are arranged alphabetically by 
country, and then by their award name. 
:Each listing includes the year that it won 
the award, the title, author, illustrator, 
publisher, sponsors, date of publication, 
and title indices. 

Carol Lunce 
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WEEKLY FRESH FRUITS DELIVERY 
FROM CHOI HUNG 

The quality of fruits is first rate. The price 
is slightly higher than in the Choi Hung 
Market, but the saving is on the hard 
labour of carrying back heavy bags of fruit 
in the hot summer. 

Anyone interested, please contact 
Christina Chen 'ft 8123. 

********************** 
LEA VI'.'\G SALE # 1 

1 Hitachi portable dehumidifier 
1 Delonghi 8-coil portable heater 
1 Sharp 21" combination television & 
VCR 
1 Sanyo rice cooker 
1 Car - 1988 Nissan Bluebird 

All prices are negotiable. 

'2f 8179, E-mail - STITMAN 

********************** 
LEAVING SALE # 2 

l\fazda 626 station wagon, 2.2 
injection (latest model); manual, alarm, 18 
months old; 16,000 kms; sunroof; dark 
grey; ABS. Available end of May. 
Owner leaving Hong Kong. Tax and 
insurance till mid-October. $120,000. 

Phone Sabina on '2f 6309 (w) 
or 358.2864 (h) 
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LEAVING SALE # 3 

Honda Accord, 1980; microwave 
oven; dehumidifier; oil-heater; fans; rice
cooker; iron; fruit juicer; full set of 
Chinese dinner and serving dishes; 
miscellaneous items. Latest pick-up date is 
June 9 . 

Contact Keng Fong Pang 'ft 8175. 

That's 3 cars for sale. 
This place is turning 
into a Used Car Yard! 

&Jitor. Cartoons & Production: 

A1aria Hackett [Tl/6B Xtn: 8266) 

Proof Reader: 

Jim Hackett (or anyone 
unfortunate enough to walk 
through the door) 

Regular Contributors: 

Swallow Wei 
Carol Lunce 

[I'2/1 OA Xtn: 822 7) 
[I'2/4A Xtn:8210) 

HONG NIAO is a monthly newsletter distrihnted fl:il lo 
HKUST Senior Staff and their families. While it is an 
'Interest Group" acth·ity of the University Women's Group, 
the Editor takes full responsibility for anything contained 
within it . It is printed by ETC. Each issue is distributed in 
the first week of each month. All entries shonld he in 
writing (preferably typetl) and submitted lo: The Editor, 
Tower 1/6B. Deadline for snbmjssion is 10th of each.....mJmlh. 
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