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Unicode & MultiScripts 統一碼及中文檢索碼 

The Library Catalog has been recently enhanced to support searching in Unicode, 
a character coding standard that allows computers to display and process almost 
any script in the world.

In the past, the search interface of the Library Catalog could only handle Chinese 
characters in their traditional form, based on an encoding system called BIG5. 
With the Unicode enhancement, simplified and traditional Chinese characters can 
now be searched and displayed seamlessly. For example, a search with the 
traditional Chinese characters "中國" will also retrieve records in simplified form: "
中国" and records will reflect the script used in the work.

For several years, the Library has been working with the software vendor on this 
Unicode interface, in order to fix numerous Chinese search and retrieval problems 
that are caused by the BIG5 encoding. We are very excited to be able to roll out 
this long awaited feature, although it is still in beta release.

In addition to the Chinese characters, you will also find that special symbols and 
scripts in other languages are now displaying correctly in the Library Catalog, for 
example:

●     Arrêt du Conseil d'État du roi
●     映画・ビデｵｲﾔ一ブｯｸ
●     Methods of non-α-amino acid synthesis

Accompanying this Unicode release is a long list of other enhancements, including 
those for page layout customization.

You will need to have a web browser that supports Unicode UTF-8 encoding, which 
is available in Internet Explorer 6+, Netscape 7+, and most other recent 
browsers.

In addition to the Catalog, the Library has been developing digital library 
databases conforming to the Unicode standard for several years. One such 
example is the XML-based HKUST Electronic Theses 
(http://library.ust.hk/cgi/db/thesis.pl) database. Unicode is adopted for this 
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database so that special characters commonly appearing in theses, such as 
mathematical symbols, Greek alphabets, and diacritics, can be correctly stored 
and displayed.

For details about Unicode, see http://www.unicode.org/.

COLLECTION SPOTLIGHT: Public Library of Science

As the spiraling increase in journal subscription prices continues to seriously 
impede scholars' ability to obtain pertinent information for their scientific 
research, recently, a total of 30,000 scientists from over 180 countries signed an 
open letter enthusiastically endorsing the Public Library of Science's call for 
making the world's scientific and medical literature a public resource. Public 
Library of Science (PloS), formed in 2000, is a non-profit organization of scientists 
committed to drastically expanding access to scientific knowledge. Its ultimate 
goal is to enable individual scientists to elevate their research by providing them 
with timely and full text access to every published scientific article, so that they 
are aware of the latest developments in their field and are in a position to obtain 
the most up-to-date experimental data and research results via the internet.

Top on the PLoS priority list is a plan to publish two new journals; PLoS Biology 
and PLoS Medicine; that will be free to the general public while at the same time 
retaining the ingredients of important journal publishing including vigorous peer-
review, esteemed editorial boards and high standards. It will also employ a non-
traditional business model advocating that authors and sponsors should treat 
publishing as a small yet essential part of their research expenses, and as such, 
allocate a small amount of resources to publish their research results and 
findings. Many large research institutes, including the Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute, University of California and Harvard University, endorse this model by 
promising to cover the publication costs should their faculty and researchers 
choose to publish their papers in this type of open access journal.

Our University and Faculty should seriously consider getting involved in this 
project. It is only through concerted efforts of the entire scientific and scholarly 
community that we can make a difference and effect a change in the journal 
publishing industry.

Information on PLoS, including the composition of its editorial board, proposed 
charging polices for journal submission, copyright and open access license, can be 
viewed at http://www.publiclibraryofscience.org/.

INTERNET: Finding Images on the Web

A picture is worth a thousand words! Millions of images are available on the Web 
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and there are many powerful search engines to uncover them. It has never been 
easier to find an image you want. However, to do this effectively, you need to 
decide on which search engine to use and find out how you might use the images 
legally.

 Tacoma Narrows Bridge For a comparison of the 
strengths and weaknesses of various image search engines, see A Review of 
Image Search Engines (http://www.tasi.ac.uk/resources/searchengines.html). 
Google's Image Search (http://images.google.com/) database seems to be the 
biggest as it claims to search 425 million images. Its search engine works well 
too. A general search on "suspension bridges" will find pictures of the Capilano 
Suspension Bridge in Vancouver, B,C., Golden Gate Bridge of San Francisco, Tsing 
Ma Bridge in Hong Kong, etc. One on the Golden Gate 
(http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/bridge/meetsusp.html) provides some 
background information on suspension bridges - how they are built and under 
what conditions they might fail. A short video on the collapse of the Tacoma 
Narrows Bridge is also included on the site.

Suppose you have a specific need - you want to search for old ads of Coca-Cola. 
Instead of the general image search engines, more specialized image databases 
will be more effective. For example, a search on Duke University's Ad*Access, 
1911-1955 (http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/adaccess/complex-search.html) with 
coca cola will find several ads from the 1940's. The Library of Congress's Fifty 
Years of Coca-Cola Television Advertisements database 
(http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ccmphtml/colahome.html) also allows you to 
search or browse for ads on the company. 

Be sure to clear the copyright of the images that you plan to use in your projects. 
Collections of images in Public Domain Images: for Use in Multimedia Projects and 
Web Pages (http://mciunix.mciu.k12.pa.us/~spjvweb/cfimages.html) are mostly 
free to use. For the ones that you are unsure of, it is always a good idea to seek 
permission from the image's author.

For more information on searching images, see Finding Images on the Web 
(http://www.bu.edu/library/training/webimages.htm).

MEDIA: Tales and Media in the Library
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Since films first started to be made, there has been a flow from the page to the 
screen. HKUST Library has many movies that were inspired by or based on books.

Myths like Orpheus and Eurydice becomes Monteverdi's opera L'Orfeo, Cocteau's 
film Orphée, and the French-Brazilian classic Orfeu negro = Black Orpheus. 
Almost all of Dickens' corpus has been made into films, some numerous times: 
Bleak House, A Christmas Carol, and David Copperfield. Tolstoy's War and Peace 
too is represented on the shelves of Media as an opera by Prokofiev as well two 
film versions (a Moscow and a Hollywood production) besides being on the 
shelves of the book collection in both English and Chinese translations.

Chinese literary classics like 西遊• (Journey to the West), 紅樓夢 (Dream of the 
Red Chamber), 水滸傳 (Outlaws of the March) and 三國演義 (Romance of the Three 
Kingdoms) have also been interpreted into operas, movies, television shows, and 
sometimes even animated films. The work of more recent novelists like Li Bihua / 
李碧華 (Farewell to my Concubine / 霸王別姫, Rouge, etc. ), Mo Yan / 莫言 (紅高梁 / 
Red Sorghum) and Su Tong / 蘇童 (大紅燈籠高高掛 / Raise the Red Lantern and 紅
粉 / Hong Fen) have now also become films and reach people who may have 
never heard of the authors.

Science fiction seems especially rich in book to film conversions. Philip K. Dick's 
Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep (PS3554.I3 D6 1993) was turned into a still 
popular film, Blade Runner (Media Reserve PN1997.A15 B53 1982a) and his Minority 
Report (PS3554.I3 M46 2002) was made into a film in 2002, which the Library is 
acquiring.

Sometimes people argue about whether it is best to "read the book first" or to 
"see the movie first". The "book first" group argues you run the danger of later 
approaching the book with your imagination channeled by the film-makers vision. 
Others argue that if you read the book first you are invariably disappointed in 
what the film left out or changed, so it is best to see the movie first and not be 
disappointed.

Others say that it is not important. Sometimes reading a story will make you long 
to see it as a book; other times seeing a movie will make you want to read the 
original story. One thing no one can argue about is that reading stories and 
enjoying them in other media will enrich your enjoyment of them no matter what 
format they are in.

If you like a film and wonder if it's based on a book, you can usually find out by 
looking at the catalog record. There will usually be a note stating, "Based on the 
novel by" or "based on the story by". Or, set the catalog to the Media Resources 
subset and search your favorite author's name to see what films we have based 
upon their books.

INFORMATION SERVICES: Library Research Consultation



A brand new research consultation service was launched by the Library in 
February. This service offers customized and in-depth reference assistance to our 
faculty, staff and postgraduates.

A typical consultation session will last for about an hour. The subject librarian will 
recommend resources that are most relevant to the topic, and outline effective 
search strategies for different search tools such as the Library Catalog, electronic 
databases & quality internet resources. We also make referrals to other 
organizations if the resources are not available in-house.

Prior appointments are necessary so that the librarian can examine the topic and 
explore various resources before meeting with the requestor.

If you want to benefit from this service, please make an appointment by filling out 
the form at http://library.ust.hk/cgi-auth/req-consult.pl or contact your subject 
librarian directly at http://library.ust.hk/serv/contact.html.

OUR WEB: What To Do When Access Goes Wrong?

Everyone reading this will one day have a problem with accessing one of our 
online subscription resources, if they have not already. It could be a network site 
not responding, or claiming you are not authorized to access; getting error 
messages when trying to install the Library's PC menu system; or even just a 
dead link. When bad things happen, there are several options for you, depending 
on the type of problem.

Check the Library's FAQ pages for Computer Network Connections & Other 
Technical Issues at http://library.ust.hk/faq/faq-ans6.html. There is a lot of 
information there which can help with some of the most common problems, 
especially with the Windows Menu program and accessing from off-campus.

Read the error messages – sometimes they can give you a valuable clue to what 
is wrong. For example, many of the locally networked programs available on the 
Windows Menu system require access to the I: and S: drives, so if the error 
message relates to them, perhaps you are already using them for something else.

See if your browser is properly configured for the resource you are trying to use. 
many subscription web sites require your browser to accept cookies, or to use 
javascript. Library Systems provides an online program for testing your browser 
configuration at http://library.ust.hk/cgi-auth/test-cgi.pl

Remember that you should be using the Library's scripted links to access 
resources, rather than bookmarks from the resource. These scripts start with 
"http://library.ust.hk/cgi/db/". Most of the time this won't matter, but you will be 
especially frustrated trying to use those bookmarks from off-campus. You can 
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bookmark our scripts directly from the Libary Catalog (http://ustlib.ust.hk/), the 
Library Web Site (http://library.ust.hk/, or the E-journals Database 
(http://library.ust.hk/res/ejournals/). 

If you need access to certain resources while on a trip outside Hong Kong, be sure 
to test it from off-campus before you leave. That way we can work on fixing any 
access problems before you leave.

IF SOMETHING IS STILL NOT WORKING RIGHT, THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT 
THING YOU CAN DO IS TO TELL US, by visiting or calling the Reference Counter 
(2358-6760), or by sending e-mail to lbsystem@ust.hk. The sooner you tell us of 
the problem, the faster we can get it corrected.

When you contact us, it can be helpful if you include what computer OS you were 
using and what the error message was.
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