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Guides to Resources 
http://library.ust.hk/subj-guides.html

The Library began to develop subject guides in 1995 with the release of our Web site.
Seventy-seven subject guides have been compiled so far. 

These are guides to resources on topics that are of interest to the UST community. Each guide
pulls together resources that are available through the Library (databases, e-journals, print
sources, microforms, audio-visual materials, etc.) and those that can be obtained freely from the
Internet, in a given subject area. 

These guides are targeted at specific information needs of various user groups in the University.
For example, there are six to support our faculty and researchers in the School of Engineering;
each tailor-made for one of the departments of the School
(http://library.ust.hk/subj-guides.html#eng). 

We also have guides for specific subjects, such as "Environment" (
http://library.ust.hk/guides/environment/envihome.html), "Nanotechnology"
(http://library.ust.hk/guides/nanotech.html) and "Traditional Chinese Medicine"
(http://library.ust.hk/guides/tcm/tcm-home.html). These are 3 of the topics that our University
has selected as "high impact areas" and will place special research emphasis on. 

In addition, we have compiled guides for individual courses, including "International Law"
(SOSC 127 - http://library.ust.hk/guides/sosc127.html), "Chemical Information" (CHEM 391 -
http://library.ust.hk/guides/chem391.html), and "China's Foreign Trade & Investment" (ECON
517 - http://library.ust.hk/guides/econ517.html). Course-specific guides point students to
sources that are particularly relevant to the information required in their course projects and
assignments. 

There are guides that serve a specific purpose. "10 Steps to a Research Paper" (
http://library.ust.hk/serv/skills/libskill.html) helps students in writing; and "Selected Sources on
Job Hunting" ( http://library.ust.hk/guides/jobs/jobs.html) is designed to assist students in their
job seeking process. 

These guides facilitate our users' information search by directing them to the core sources and
methods for locating materials. Usage statistics indicate that in November 2001 alone, these
guides were accessed 25,090 times from on-campus. They are updated on an ongoing basis. 

We also work on new guides when useful topics are identified. Suggestions for new subject
guides can be sent to library@ust.hk 



Confronted with a $5 million material budget shortfall, the Library has no other option but to
aggressively look for ways to reduce expenditure. Trimming down over $1 million from the
book and media resources acquisitions was the first step; reducing journal subscriptions, which

To prepare for possible journal cancellations, the Library started a comprehensive journal study
to collect data on the use of print and electronic journals in January 2001. This data, while not
100% accurate due to user habits, etc., provided a base for the Library to prepare several "low
use" and "high cost" journal lists for academic departments' information and review. 

In the end, 92 titles were reluctantly cancelled by various departments, amounting to close to $1
million in savings. A detailed breakdown of savings resulting from this exercise can be viewed
at http://library.ust.hk/info/survey/journal-subs-reduction.html 
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Splendors of the West - Photographs by Jin Shouxian
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Sixty photographs of scenery and people in West China, by Jin Shouxian, will be on display in
the Library Gallery from 13 March through 14 June. We invite you to view these incredibly
beautiful pictures. 

MEDIA: Learning About Religions in Media Resources

Humans have always wanted to understand the world and derive meaning from it. Religion
continues to be one of the ways in which we do it. Before psychology, cosmology, medicine,
ethics, and other disciplines arose, their roots were created in religion. Learning about religions
helps us understand the world around us. The Media Collection is a good source of information
about religious topics. 

Histories and surveys of Religions 

The World religions, 600 BC - AD 500 (Media D23 .W674 1991) looks at the origins of the



great world religions of Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Zoroastrianism, and
Taoism, all of which developed in Asia within a period of one thousand years. 

The Long Search (BL48 .L6 1990) v. 1-13 provides a look at the major religions of the world
(plus some rather obscure ones) in search of an understanding of the place of religion in human
civilization. 

In Mythos (Media BL311 .M98 1997) v. 1-5, Joseph Campbell explores how myths evolve to
reflect changing beliefs about nature, God, and life. 

Religion and Magic (Media HM101 .F323 1991 pt 16) takes an anthropological look at
religion, and demonstrates its presence in all cultures and its close connection to superstition
and magic. 

The Wisdom of Faith with Huston Smith (Media BL87 .W57 1996) v.1-5 examines major world
religions as well as Smith's belief that there is no conflict between religions and how all can
lead to transcendence. 

Religion in China, Hong Kong, & Other Parts of Asia 

Taoist vision (Media BL1910 .T368 1991). Lectures on Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism,
stressing Taoist thought. 

 = Trace of Buddha
India and various Asian countries, this documentary looks at Buddhism, its founder, history,
teaching and influences in various countries. 

Buddhism (Media BQ266 .B83 1999). Through the epic story of Siddhartha Gotama, explains
why Buddhists believe the key to "Nirvana" lies within themselves, accessible through
thoughtful meditation and prayer. Looks at how different Asian cultures have adapted the
teachings of Buddha over time. 

Hinduism: an ancient path in the modern world (Media BL1202 .H553 1992) traces the
development of Hinduism from its inception to the present day. 

Living Islam (Media BP163 .L585 1993 v. 1-5) presents Islam as a living idea and shows how
the idea is incorporated in people's lives, through history as well as the faith and the cultures of
those who hold this faith. 

Shinto: nature, gods and man in Japan (Media BL2218 .S5 1977) is a documentary on the
various aspects of Shinto as practiced today in Japan, showing the history of the religion. 

If you want to browse the Media collection for more, use these call numbers as rough guides:
BL = Religion, mythology, rationalism; BM = Judaism; BP = Islam; BQ = Buddhism; BR =
Christianity. 

OUR WEB: Library Exhibitions 
http://library.ust.hk/info/exhibit/

To enrich the cultural life on campus, the Library organized the first art exhibition on campus in
1992, featuring art works of prominent artists Huang Miaozi ( ) and Yu Feng ( ). 

During the past decade, two dozen art exhibitions have been staged in the Library Gallery.
They have represented various media and art forms including Chinese calligraphy and painting,
watercolor painting, sculpture, oil, collage, photography, print, rubbing, and seal carving. 



The only frustration encountered was the ephemeral nature of these efforts once each exhibition
was taken down. With the development of the World-Wide Web, the Library now had a tool to
preserve part of the experience and make it available to future members of the University
community, and then to a global audience. We were even able to include virtual reality samples
for a few of Yu-yu Yang's sculptures, so that viewers can get more than just a two-dimensional
perspective. 

Of course, nothing can substitute for the in-person experience. So please remember to visit the
Library Gallery during the exhibitions themselves. Our newest display is featured in an
announcement on page 1 of this Newsletter. 

Each addition to our online exhibition space has enabled it to become a vibrant part of our
Digital Library. 

We invite you to explore this online archive, and savour the richness and beauty of the artworks
displayed. 

INTERNET: Cyberplagiarism

The growth of the Internet and the World-Wide Web has been a boon for research and study.
Academic life is easier in many ways than before the advent of email, listservs, online
databases, and e-journals. However, with every blessing comes a curse. 

In this case, IT (Information Technology) has made plagiarism easier than ever before. Where
once "paper mills" (research paper shops) advertised in the back of student-oriented
publications, they now flourish online, available to students with virtually no effort at all. Some
are even free of charge. 

Equally worrisome as such outright cheating (which is a problem with only a small proportion
of students) is "accidental" plagiarism. Many students might not understand that cutting and
pasting a few sentences here and there, without attribution, is also a form of plagiarism. 

Or, other students might not know that it is okay to collaborate, as long as the collaborators are
identified, and so fail to list classmates who contributed to their efforts. 

HKUST Library has two guides to help students learn the niceties of referencing. "Ten Steps to
a Research Paper" (http://library.ust.hk/serv/skills/libskill.html) and "Evaluating and Citing
Web Resources for Research" (http://library.ust.hk/guides/evaluate-cite.html). 

Usually plagiarism issues are directed at problems of faking term papers, but plagiarism can
also be encountered in highly technical subjects, such as computer science. UC Berkeley uses a
program called "MOSS" - Measure of Software Similarity. This allows registered users to
detect similarities in C, C++, Java, Pascal, Ada, ML, Lisp, or Scheme programming code. 

Information Sources and Tools 

There are numerous resources available to learn more about CyberPlagiarism: how to prevent
and detect it. Here are three for your easy reference: 

The University of Alberta Library at http://www.library.ualberta.ca/guides/plagiarism/ 
Plagiarized dot Com - The Instructors Guide to Internet Plagiarism
(http://www.plagiarized.com/index.shtml) is geared to instructors at all levels. 
The Sawyer Library of Suffolk University's Detecting Electronic Plagiarism for Faculty
page at http://www.suffolk.edu/sawlib/faculty/plagiarism_aids.htm 



Read the Poster / See the Maps - China's Government Structure

The Library recently received a very timely and informative poster, which has been placed on
the wall outside our computing laboratory on LG1. 2001 Government Organizations of the
People's Republic of China depicting the current government structure, from the Central
Committee, National People's Congress, and Chinese People's Political Consultative
Conference at the top all the way down to individual offices, institutions, and state bureax, such
as the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the State Administration of Traditional Chinese
Medicine. 

Next to the poster is an enormous map of all of China and its surrounding regions. At a scale of
1:2,500,000, the map is almost three meters wide and includes incredible detail. It shows
geography, transport networks, political boundaries, and even ferry routes! 

On the ground floor is a similarly imposing map of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region at a 1:75,000 scale. Produced by the Survey and Mapping Office of the Hong Kong
Government, it is a source of constant interest for Library users. 

Our most recent addition is a smaller Hong Kong government map showing Land Utilization in
Hong Kong, 2000, which is on display opposite the lift on G/F. With incredible detail, the
information provided is useful not just in its own right, but in view of its importance to future
government planning. 

Next time you are walking through these areas, take a look. You will find it fascinating. 

 

revised 7 February, 2002 
(C)HKUST Library 


