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I 
COLLECTION SPOTLIGHT: 
Extel Databases 

Extel Financial database is now 
available on the campus network. It 
contains two databases: Company Research 
and Equity Research. 

Company Research contains Extel 
"cards" and news on 11,000 public 
companies around the world. This 
information is similar to Wardley Cards 
and includes securities, capital history, 
activities, SIC, balance sheets, abridged 
annual reports, business and geographic 
analysis, cash flow and forecast. Company 
news is given for the last 18 months on 
acquisitions, sales of properties, and other 
activities. The database can be searched for 
specified financial data, news, or other 
criteria. 

Equity Research offers both graphic and 
tabular performance analysis on stocks 
from companies in Company Research. 
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Three to ten years of historic closing prices 
(daily, weekly, and monthly) are available. 
A large number of indices such as prices for 
gold, oil & gas, alcohol & tobacco, -food & 
beverage, bonds, mutual funds, Hang Seng 
Index, and S&P 500 are accessible . 
Exchange rates of 55 currencies can be 
retrieved from the database. Economic 
indicators such as the consumer expen
diture, GDP, and unemployment rate are 
available for some countries. 

Both Company Research and Equity 
Research are updated monthly. Most of the 
information found may be viewed on 
screen, printed or saved and downloaded to 
spreadsheet and statistical programs. 

To access Extel Financial from a PC, 
select Online Databases in the Library Online 
System menu. Then choose Subject Obs: CO
NEY, followed by Business & Management. 
Workshops on how to use this database will 
be offered by the Library. 

I 
Library's Joint Proiect on an 
Image Management System 

In Fall 1995, the Library rolled out a 
new version of its Course Reserve Image 
System. This system was developed jointly 
by the Library and NouSoft, Inc., a U.S.
based library system vendor. Since its 
implementation, the system has been very 
popular. Usage statistics show that a total 
of 18,000 copies of reserve articles were 
printed by students during the last semester. 
These articles are students' required course 
readings. 



Students can use the 5 client stations 
located on the first floor of the Library to 
search, view and print any of the articles 
contained in the Reserve Image Database. 
During the Fall semester almost 20,000 
image pages were scanned in from l, 159 
journal articles, solution sets, and other 
Reserve materials. 

The Course Reserve Image System was 
designed and developed with advanced 
technologies in mind, including an object
oriented database engine, powerful image 
manipulation and scanning tools, and a 
stylistic graphical user interface based on 
the 32-bit Microsoft Windows NT operating 
system with multi-threading capability. 

The Course Reserve Image System is only 
the first component of the whole NouSoft 
Project. In the pipeline is the development 
of a Current Awareness and Document Supply 
System which will allow users on the 
Internet to search various table of contents 
databases, to keep track of the holdings of 
the documents they find, and to request the 
documents online. 

The Document Supply System will 
utilize and enhance the technology estab
lished by the Course Reserve Image System. 
In particular, it will incorporate a powerful 
searching mechanism called KeyTerm that 
includes key words, key phrases, auto
phrasing, and facilities for managing term 
cross-referencing and hyper-linking to a 
thesaurus. It is expected that the Current 
Awareness and Document Delivery System 
will be released within this year. 

I 
Searching the Web & Other 
Sources - Library Classes 

The Library will be offering classes on 
various databases this spring, including 
the Lexis/Nexis and Extel databases, 

2 

the Internet, the World Wide Web, and 
others. 

Lexis/Nexis is an online search service 
which provides the full-text of over 350 
newspapers and 300 periodicals. Up-to
date business information as well as United 
States and British Commonwealth legal 
resources are also available. 

Extel Financial Database has company 
information and news on 11,000 countries 
in the world including Hong Kong, China, 
and Taiwan. Equity Research, the second 
part of the database, contains graphic and 
tabular performance analysis. 

In addition, there will be Internet and 
Web classes. Sessions will include methods 
of searching the Internet and Web for 
information on your area of interest. 

All these classes will be advertised 
through e-mail and posters . Look for 
announcements via e-mail or posters. For 
more information, contact Carol Lunce, 
Coordinator of Bibliographic Instruction at 
ext. 6758 or e-mail lbclunce@usthk.ust.hk 

I 
MEDIA: Where is the Music? 

For more than a decade, the compact 
disc has brought us an extraordinary and 
unprecedented expansion of recorded 
music for your listening pleasure. Whether 
it be classical, jazz, pop, or rock, today's 
recordings not only go beyond the 
"standards" to collect works by lesser known 
composers, but also seek out printed music 
previously stored in libraries or archives. 

This trend is reflected in the Library's 
music CDs. The bulk of our collection, some 
3,400 discs, is classical, with jazz making up 
15. 7%. Pop/folk is 1.6% of the collection 
and growing. 

With a collection of this size, browsing 
is fun, but not always easy with the LC 



classification for music. Here are some tips 
to help you. The more popular titles are 
arranged alphabetically by performer 
into two main categories: jazz is grouped 
under M1366, and folk/pop/rock under 
M1630. 

Classical music is basically arranged 
by composer, under two main categories 
(instrumental and vocal). Instrumental 
music is grouped from small to large: 
solos (M6-17 6), duets/trios/ quartets/ 
chamber (Ml 77-990), orchestral (Ml000-
1365). Vocal music is broadly divided into 
secular (M1497-1998) and sacred (M1999-
2199) and then further classified into 
types. 

Therefore, a symphony by Beethoven 
would be found under MlOOl (sym
phonies) B44 (Beethoven); and a produc
tion of John Gay's The Beggar's Opera would 
be under M1500 (secular-dramatic) G39 
(Gay, John). 

I 
WEB: Pathfinders 

Currently the Library has compiled 
three Pathfinders on the Library's Web 
server: . Patents, Standards, and Company 
Information. These "path-finders" are 
designed to bring together some of the most 
useful sources on a given topic and to help 
the user quickly "find a path" through the 
almost overwhelming variety of choices. 
Pathfinders can be useful for class 
assignments as well as for research. 

The Patents web page includes a guide 
to the Derwent Patent Databases at HKUST, 
plus links to patent databases around the 
world. These links include definitions of a 
patent vs. a trademark, companies which 
create patent designs, how to file a patent in 
different countries, and access to abstracts 
or filings of patents. 

The Standards page includes a guide to 
the Worldwide Standards Service Plus, a full
text/image cd-rom database available at 
HKUST. Worldwide Standards Service Plus 
contains standards from BSI, ASTM, JIS, and 
others. In addition, there are links to 
standards definitions and othe r 
information on worldwide standards. 

The Company Information Pathfinder 
is a guide to global, regional, and company 
specific financial, news and employment 
information. 

For more information visit the 
Library's Pathfinders web site at URL http:// 
library. ust.hk/res/resource.html#path, call 
ext. 6 7 60, or come by the Reference 
Counter. 
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I 
Library Systems Updates 

Chinese Netscape: Chinese Windows and 
Netscape have been loaded onto the Library 
server. When you select Library WWW Server 
from the PC menu, you can choose the 
English or Bilingual versions. The Bilingual 
version supports Chinese character input 
and display but is limited to VGA graphics 
resolution. 

Search Multiple Libraries: Using the 
z39.50 protocol, you can now search several 
Library Catalogs at the same time. Select 
Search MULTIPLE Library Catalogs from the 
OTHER Library Catalogs menu. 

Is it C or C++ ?: The Library Catalog will 
soon index the plus sign (+). This will 
permit the user to differentiate items 
between C, C+, and C++. 

New Databases: The Library has recently 
added several new online databases such as 
the 25 Dynasties and Extel Financial 
Databases highlighted in this issue. Also 
available is a collection of very useful 
information sources on FirstSearch, under 
Reference Databases on the Library Online 
Catalogs. 

More Public Access Terminals: Eight more 
computer terminals are being installed on 
LGl, LG3, and LG4 for the Spring semester. 

Who to Contact 
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Director of Library 
Acquisitions 
Cataloging 
Circulation 
Collection Development 
Media Resources 
Reference 
Systems 

2358-6702 
2358-6711 
2358-6737 
2358-6771 
2358-6704 
2358-6786 
2358-6751 
2358-6741 

I 
Extended Library Hours 
& Media Loan Period 

Two major policy changes which 
many Library users should find helpful 
have been implemented this semester. 

The Library will now be open until 
21:00 on Sunday evenings. Judging by our 
last semester's Sunday usage statistics, we 
know that this extension will be welcomed 
by many of our users. 

In addition, the loan period for most 
Media materials has been extended 
from 3 days to 7 days. These include 
documentaries, language tapes, music CDs 
and music laser discs. Feature movies and 
TV series in the two classes PN1997 and 
PN1992.77 will remain on 3-day loan. 

I 
Survey of Journal Usage 
Thank you for not reshelving 

During this academic year the Library 
staff will conduct a journal usage survey. In 
order for this study to accurately reflect 
HKUST usage patterns, please do not 
reshelve any journal that you use, whether 
bound or unbound. They will be reshelved 
by Library staff. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 
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