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  Issue 10            May 2003 

2nd TLQPR Visitation Completed 

The 2nd Teaching and Learning Quality 
Process Review (TLQPR) visitation was 
conducted on 13 and 14 January 2003.  
The Research Education Sub-Panel met 
with faculty and RPg representatives from 
the Departments of Biochemistry, and 
Electrical and Electronic Engineering, and 
the School of Humanities and Social 
Science.  The panel members were 
impressed by the notable improvements 
made by the University since the UGC’s 
Postgraduate Education Sub-group visit 
in 1998. 

Special thanks are due to all faculty 
members, staff and PG students who 
worked hard and participated in this 
Exercise.   
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PGS Rates in 2003/04 

In view of the tightening of the University 
budget, as well as the downward 
adjustment of the entry salary level of 
fresh graduates, University Management 
has decided to revise the postgraduate 
studentship (PGS) rates for 2003/04 to the 
three-point scale of $13,500, 14,000 and 
$14,500 a month.   

The PGS rate for new RPgs joining their 
program of study will be $13,500 per 
month.  The two other rates are 
incremental rates that apply to those in 
different stages of their studies, subject to 
their making satisfactory progress.  
However, the incremental points are at 
the total discretion of the department.   

The Terms and Conditions of PGSs 
2003/04 have been distributed to 
departments in mid-February. An online 
version is available at the homepage of the 
PG Secretariat. 

UGC’s Directive re Eligibility for 
PGSs 

In a letter from the Secretary-General of the 
UGC to VP-AA dated 18 October 2002, 
some basic principles have been set out 
about the source of funding for 
postgraduate studentships (PGSs).  For the 
financing of the PGSs, the general rule is 
that only RPg students enrolled on UGC-
funded programs are eligible for PGSs paid 
from UGC funding.   

http://www.ust.hk/~webaa/pgsec/rpg.html
http://www.ust.hk/~webaa/pgsec/rpg.html
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New Sub-Committee of CPS to 
Consider Special PG Admission 
Cases 

University regulation stipulates that the 
minimum requirement for admission to 
PG programs of the University is a 
recognized bachelor’s degree or its 
equivalent.  Advice can be sought from 
ARRO if departments or divisions are 
uncertain about an applicant’s 
qualification for admission to PG 
programs.  All special cases of application 
for admission to PG programs have to be 
considered by the Senate Committee on 
Postgraduate Studies (CPS). 

To maintain academic standard of 
students admitted to PG programs, an 
impartial, accountable and credible 
process of reviewing and approving 
applications for PG programs which do 
not meet the University’s stipulated 
minimum entry requirements is important.  
After several rounds of in-depth 
discussions, the CPS recommended the 
following measures to handle the 
admission of applicants without a 
recognized first degree to PG programs of 
the University. 

 A sub-committee will be set up to 
consider and approve, as appropriate, 
the admission of applicants who do 
not possess a recognized first degree to 
PG programs of the University.  
Membership of the sub-committee 
comprises AVP-AA(PG), DARR and a 
representative of each School 
nominated by the Dean. 

 The sub-committee will play a 
significant role to ascertain the 
standard of students’ quality. 

 A policy should be established such 
that for each intake a PG program 
should admit no more than 10 percent 
of students who do not meet the 
minimum entry requirement. 

 The new mechanism will be reviewed 
in a year’s time and the findings will 
be reported back to the CPS. 

The Senate has endorsed the above policy 
at its meeting of 11 February 2003.  The 
CPS has subsequently endorsed the 
establishment of the Postgraduate 
Admissions Sub-Committee (PAS) on 12 
March 2003.   Membership of the PAS is as 
follows: 

Chairman, ex-officio: 

Prof Ting Chuen Pong, AVP-AA(PG) 

Members: 

Prof Yong Xie, BIOL 

Prof Zongjin Li, ADENG 

Dr Steve J. DeKrey, ADBM 

Prof John Z. Ma, SOSC 

Mr Robert Brashear, DARR, ex-officio  

PAS had its first meeting on 2 May 2003. 

 

Restriction on the Admission of 
Non-local Students Relaxed 

The UGC advised the University in late 
January that the Government has 
approved new quotas for non-local 
students.  The University is now allowed 
to utilize 4% of the approved UGC-
funded taught postgraduate student 
number targets of each academic year to 
accommodate non-local students.  As 
regards research postgraduate students at 
both the MPhil and doctoral levels, the 
restriction of non-local student ratio is 
totally removed. 



PG UPDATE – ISSUE 10  MAY 2003 

http://www.ust.hk/~webaa/pgsec/home.htm  P.3  

RPg Annual Progress Reports 
Reviewed 

Based on the summary prepared by the 
Admissions, Registration and Records 
Office recording the performance of 
individual RPgs, the PG Secretariat of the 
Office of the Vice-President for Academic 
Affairs had screened the annual progress 
reports for 29 students from 11 
departments who had been reported by 
their thesis supervisors or thesis 
supervision committees to have made 
very little progress and/or whose 
performance had been unsatisfactorily in 
2001/02.  These cases had been referred 
back to the students’ home department for 
follow up.  Remedial action taken by the 
thesis supervisors to help/warn the low 
performers include: 

 Closer supervision through more 
frequent and regular meetings and 
periodic reviews 

 Advice for program transfer  

 Deduction of PGS 

Release of the Handbook for 
RPgs 2002-03 

The “Handbook for RPgs 2002-03” was 
published in January with the purpose of 
helping RPgs understand their rights and 
responsibilities, and the procedures 
related to various aspects of research 
studies from admission through 
graduation.   It may also serve as a useful 
reference for faculty members who may 
need to advise RPgs on procedural 
matters concerning research studies at the 
University.  Every faculty member and 
RPg  should  have  received  a  copy of the  

handbook through the department/ 
division.  It is also available online under 
the homepage of the PG Secretariat. 

Apart from the Handbook for RPgs, PG 
students are strongly advised to acquaint 
themselves with the regulations 
governing PG studies at the University 
through other official sources including 
the Academic Calendar and the Academic 
Programs Manual.    

RGC’s Postgraduate 
Conference/Seminar Grants 

The Postgraduate Conference/Seminar 
Grants funded by the Research Grants 
Council (RGC) aims to  

 Support and promote inter-
institutional and inter-disciplinary 
contacts among PG students of the 
UGC funded institutions, 

 Provide opportunities for PG students 
of these institutions to meet and 
interact with eminent scholars from 
outside Hong Kong, and 

 Facilitate the organization of locally 
held inter-institutional conferences/ 
seminars targeted at PG students by 
providing funding support for the 
travel and accommodation costs of 
inviting scholars to attend and speak 
at such conferences/seminars. 

To be eligible for the grant, PG students 
should be involved either as the organizer 
or as a primary partner in the planning 
and organization of the proposed 
conference/seminar, and that the 
conference/seminar should be open to all 
PG students in the UGC-funded sector. 

(Cont’d on p.4) 

http://publish.ust.hk/calendar
http://www.ust.hk/~webaa/APM/home.htm
http://www.ust.hk/~webaa/APM/home.htm
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(Cont’d from p.3) 

Applications are accepted and considered 
all year round.  Each successful 
application may receive up to a maximum 
of $50,000.  Institutions will be notified of 
the result normally within four weeks of 
receipt of application.  Application details 
can be obtained from either “Requests for 
Proposals” or “Research Opportunities” 
of the OCGA Website 
(http://ocga.ust.hk). 

TPg Programs – Phase-out Plan 
and Enrollment 

The UGC, in its letter of 27 February 2003, 
updated the University on the 
development of the conversion of taught 
postgraduate (TPg) programs to self-
financing mode.  A specialist group under 
the UGC has been appointed to examine 
institutions’ proposals, taking into 
account all relevant information and 
submissions received.  As the Specialist 
Group recognizes that the benefit of TPg 
programs accrues mainly to students in 
terms of their future earning capacity after 
graduation, it is of the view that as a 
general proposition, all TPg education 
should be self-financing.  However, the 
Group also accepts that this general 
proposition should be examined 
according to the following guiding 
principles: 

 Exemptions are possible in the 
following two situations: 

o Education that are required to train 
teachers, which are not, or will not 
be, adequately catered for by the 
market; or 

o Programs that are a necessary step 
to a qualification for  registration to  

practice, which are not normally  
achieved or achievable while the 
student is in full time employment. 

 Part-time programs should be 
converted to self-financing first. 

 Programs proposed for conversion by 
the institution should go first. 

 Same treatment for similar programs 
across institutions. 

 Protection of students in the pipeline. 

The University was subsequently advised 
that all existing UGC-funded programs 
offered by the University would be 
recommended for conversion to self-
financing beginning the 2004/05 academic 
year and to finish within the 2005-2008 
triennium.  The Specialist Group met with 
Management representatives of various 
institutions in mid-March to solicit 
feedback on the phasing-out schedule.  
The Special Group will finalize its 
recommendations to the UGC for 
consideration. 

Despite the phasing-out of the UGC-
funded TPg programs, the University is 
obliged to meet the enrollment target 
agreed by the UGC for the current 
triennium, which ends in 2004.  For the 
2003/04 academic year, all existing TPg 
programs funded by the UGC will 
continue to be funded by the same source.  
From 2004/05 onwards, such TPg 
programs will, in phases, cease to be 
funded by the UGC. 

 FROM THE PG SECRETARIAT 

This newsletter has been prepared by
the PG Secretariat of the VP-AA Office.
If you have any feedback or suggestions
on this newsletter, please  send an email
to pgsec@ust.hk.  
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