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C heating at Examinations 

(The original topic planned for this 

issue of the newsletter is “Proposed 

Formulation of a Long-term Strategic 

Plan” which will be discussed in a later 

issue.) 

The seriousness of student cheating during mid-terms 

and final examinations surfaced subsequent to a 

survey conducted by the Students’ Union at the end of 

the 1995 Fall semester. The survey reveals that 15% 

of the respondents admitted cheating in examinations. 

Over half of the students responding think that the 

University is not very strict in preventing cheating. 

Some think that the University does not effectively 

enforce measures for preventing students from 

cheating, and some think that the penalty is not harsh 

enough. Specifically, the academic regulations on the 

procedures, in case of academic dishonesty, state 

that an agreement on penalty may be reached 

informally between the instructor and the student. 

This gives students the impression that the 

consequence of cheating is not serious. Also, the 

seating arrangements at the examination venue 

induce “group cooperative” cheating. I have met with 

the Presidents (both the former and current) of the 

Students’ Union on two occasions to discuss this 

matter and the results of the survey. 

To gain first-hand information on the situation, I have 

visited almost every mid-term and final examination 

session held last semester. The following were 

observed during mid-terms: 

0 some examination venues, namely classrooms 

and lecture halls, are too small 

l some venues had improper seating arrangements 

l there were not enough invigilators 

All of the above improved during the final 

examinations where larger venues were provided by 

the Admissions, Registration and Records Office (e.g. 

the sports hall and the exposition hall). In most of the 

sessions held in lecture theatres, proper seating was 

arranged and sufficient invigilators were assigned. As 

indicated to me by invigilators present at the 

examinations, these improvements had helped to 

reduce cheating to a great extent. However, the 

following problems were discovered during my visits: 

l lecture theatres are not ideal venues for 

examination because it is difficult for invigilators to 

attend to students who are seated in the middle of 

a row 

l a few instructors were not present during the 

examination 

l some teaching assistants who were assigned to 

invigilate examinations were not performing their 

job properly; for example, some played computer 

games and some were not paying attention to 

students when invigilating 

Measures are being worked out and implemented to 

improve the above, namely: 

l the sports hall will be utilized more efficiently by 

holding examinations of different courses at the 

same time 

l other large venues, such as the table-tennis room 

and others, are being explored for holding 

examinations 

l every effort will be made to provide at least one 

invigilator per 50 students at each examination 

l students have been made aware of the newly 

issued regulations on examination (by electronic 

mail and the assistance of Students’ Union) that if 

they are caught cheating, a zero score will be 

assigned to the examination paper 

Instructors are requested to note, via this message, 

the importance of their presence at examinations and 

that it is part of their teaching responsibilities to 

invigilate examinations properly. This matter is most 

important and should be taken seriously to send the 

right message to students. 

L/ 
Shain-Dow Kung 
Vice-President for Academic 
July 1996 
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Between 1 May 1996 and 30 June 1996, the UASC 

had reviewed 13 senior appointments, 8 academic 

review cases and 1 case for qualification to serve on 

substantiation review committees. 

School of Science 

Prof. Shiu-Yuen CHENG has joined HKUST as Head 

and Professor of Mathematics on 1 July 1996. 

Professor Cheng was educated in Hong Kong and 

received his Ph.D. from the University of California, 

Berkeley. He was Professor at both the Department 

of Mathematics at University of California, Los 

Angeles and the Chinese University of Hong Kong 

(CUHK) before he joined HKUST. He was the 

Chairman of the Department of Mathematics and the 

Associate Director of the institute of Mathematical 

Sciences at CUHK. He is an internationally renowned 

geometric analyst and a well-established 

mathematician. His research areas are differential 

geometry and partial differential equation. 

School of Engineering 

Prof. Wilson TANG has been appointed Head of 

Civil and Structural Engineering, concurrent with 

his appointment as Professor of Civil and Structural 

Engineering, with effect from 1 July 1996. 

Professor Tang, educated in USA, received his Ph.D. 

from Stanford University. He was Professor of Civil 

Engineering at the University of Illinois at Urbana- 

Champaign before he joined HKUST. Professor Tang 

has also served as a Visiting Professor at HKUST for 

six months from January to June 1995. He is a world- 

renowned leader in the field of risk and reliability 

modelling and assessment of civil infrastructures. 

School of Business and Management 

Prof. Gary C. BIDDLE will join HKUST as Head and 

Professor of Accounting on 6 August 1996. 

Professor Biddle received his Ph.D. degree from the 

University of Chicago. He is currently Professor of 
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Accounting at the University of Washington. 

Professor Biddle is a well-respected accounting 

researcher. His work includes studies of statistical 

issues in auditing, behavioral aspects of auditors’ 

decisions, research design issues and international 

financial reporting issues. 

School of Science 

Prof. Grafton W.H. HUI has been reappointed 

Associate Dean of Science for the period from 1 

June 1996 to 31 May 1997. 

Prof. Madeline WU has been appointed Acting Head 

of Biology, concurrent with her appointment as 

Professor of Biology, from 1 July 1996 to 31 

December 1996, or until a substantive Head is in post, 

whichever comes earlier. 

Prof. Nai-Teng YU has been appointed Acting Head 

of Chemistry, concurrent with his appointment as 

Professor of Chemistry, from 1 July 1996 to 31 

December 1996, or until a substantive Head is in post, 

whichever comes earlier. 

School of Engineering 

Dr. Philip CHAN has been reappointed Acting Head 

of Electrical and Electronic Engineering, 

concurrent with his appointment as Reader in 

Electrical and Electronic Engineering, from 1 July 

1996 to 30 September 1996, or until a substantive 

Head is in post, whichever comes earlier. 

Prof. Ping K. KO has been appointed Interim 

Director of Centre for Advanced Engineering 

Materials, concurrent with his appointment as Dean 

of Engineering and Professor of Electrical and 

Electronic Engineering, with effect from 1 July 1996 

until a substantive Director is in post. 

School of Business and Management 

Prof. Leonard CHENG has been reappointed 

Associate Dean of Business and Management, 

concurrent with his appointment as Head and 

Professor of Economics, from 1 July 1996 to 30 June 

1997. 
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Prof. Albert LO has been reappointed Acting Head 

of Information and Systems Management, 

concurrent with his appointment as Professor of 

Information and Systems Management, from 1 July 

1996 to 30 June 1997, or until a substantive Head is 

in post, wichever comes earlier. 

School of Humanities and Social Science 

Prof. Pang-Hsin TING has joined HKUST as Dean of 

Humanities and Social Science and Professor in the 

Division of Humanities on 22 June 1996. 

[A brief introduction on Professor Ting can be found in 

Academic Affairs Newsletter Issue No. l/96.] 

Academic Services Units 

Ms. Wileen CHU has been appointed Acting 

Director of Office of Laboratory Services, 

concurrent with her appointment as Engineer in Office 

of Laboratory Services, from 1 July 1996 to 31 

December 1996. 

Mr. Tony LAM has been appointed Acting Director 

of Educational Technology Centre, concurrent with 

his appointment as Associate Director and Audio 

Visual Manager in Educational Technology Centre, 

from 2 July 1996 to 31 December 1996. 

From 1 May 1996 to 30 June 1996, the University had 

made 31 academic appointment offers. As of 30 June 

1996, 27 appointees had accepted, 1 had declined, 

and 3 had not replied. 

School of Science (1) 

Department of Biochemistry 

Dr. Randy Yat-Choi POON 

Assistant Professor, PhD Cambridge Univ 

School of Business and Management (1) 

Department of Marketing 

Professor Gerald GORN 

Professor, PhD Pennsylvania State Univ 

School of Science (3) 

Department of Physics 

Professor Chia-Ling CHIEN 

Vis Professor, PhD Carnegie Me//on Univ 

Professor Qi HUANG 

Vis Scholar, BSc Chinese Univ of Sciences and 

Technology 

Professor Zhonglie WANG 

Vis Scholar, PhD State Univ of Utrecht 

School of Engineering (3) 

Department of Nectrical and Electronic 

Engineering 

Dr. Tongwen CHEN 

Vis Scholar, PhD Univ of Toronto 

Department of Industrial Engineering and 

Engineering Management 

Professor Yuliu CHEN 

Vis Scholar, Graduate Tsinghua Univ 

Department of Mechanical Engineering 

Dr. Chao Yang WANG 

Vis Assistant Professor, PhD Univ of lowa 

School of Business and Management (1) 

Department of Marketing 

Dr. Amitava CHATTOPADHYAY 

Vis Associate Professor, PhD Univ of Florida 

Note: From time to time, short-term visitors are 

appointed by the University to help keeping the 

academic community updated on current 

developments in the academic arena and maintain a 

constant flow of talents. This small pool of visitors is 

at about 10% of our faculty strength. 
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The following faculty members have been granted 

substantiation and appointment on superannuation 

terms: 

Dr. Kwing Lam CHAN, 

Department of Mathematics 

Dr. Weikun GE, 

Department of Physics 

Dr. Yue-Kuen KWOK, 

Department of Mathematics 

Dr. Kar-Yan TAM, 

Department of Information and Systems Management 

Dr. James WESTLAND, 

Department of Information and Systems Management 

Professor Nai-Teng Y U, 

Department of Chemistry 

Dr. Tong-Y! ZHANG, 

Department of Mechanical Engineering 

Application 

Deadline 

Academic Review for 

Reappointment, June 97” 

31 Jul96 

Substantiation Review, 96/97 # 1 Ott 96 

* Letters have been sent to individual faculty members who 

are due for renewal. 

# Faculty members are advised to check their eligibility and 

have a discussion with their Department/Division Head or 

the Dean before they file in their application for 

substantiation. Application, together with the relevant 

documents, shall be sent to the Department/Division 

Heads who will initiate the review according to the 

University guidelines. (Please refer to Chapter 4.4 of the 

Faculty Handbook 1995 and the relevant school and 

departmental review guidelines in the Academic 

Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual.) The timetable 

for the 1996/97 substantiation review is: 

me 
1 Ott 96 

Event 

Deadline for receiving applications for 

substantiation. 

1 Feb 97 Completion of review at the Department 

level. 

1 Mar 97 Completion of review at the School level. 

1 Apr 97 Completion of review at the University 

level. 

1 May 97 Decision by VP-AA and President. 

May 97 Submission to Standing Committee for 

approval on professorial cases. 

Remarks : The whole review exercise shall be 

completed around 30 June 1997. 

The number of RGC Competitive Earmarked 

Research Grant (CERG) proposals submitted and 

awarded in the past years and 96/97 are summarized 

below: 

9 1 I92 92193 93194 94195 95196 96197 

Proposals 
submitted 20 44 61 164 205 247 

Proposals 
awarded 18 26 44 106 130 133 

Success rate 90% 59% 72% 65% 63% 54% 

Funds 
requested 

(HK$ million) * 

18 43 42 134 190 196 

Funds 
awarded 

(HK$ million) + 

9 13 20 50 57 68 

% of funds 

requested 49% 29% 48% 38% 30% 35% 

* Rounded to the nearest million. 

n 
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