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Training in Management Science
Expands Physics Options at
HKUST 
Beginning in the fall semester, physics students at the Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology will have an opportunity to
earn credits in management science as part of their progress towards a
BS degree in Applied Physics. 

With more than 50% of recent science graduates finding employment
in the business sector, applied physics majors with training in
management science should find themselves at an advantage both
during the job search and afterwards. 

"One of the things we try to develop in our students is the ability to
think analytically in order to solve problems," says Prof Ping Sheng,
acting head of the Physics Department at HKUST. "Those problems
need not be confined to what has traditionally been thought of as the
province of physics. Our graduates have the tools and the ability to fit
quite well in the business world." 

The new Management Science option is based on a convergence of
the mathematical concepts and techniques taught in physics courses
with the quantitative analysis undertaken in operations management.
Along with statistical, experimental and computational physics,
students will learn business statistics, principles of operations
management, and time series analysis and forecasting. 

The new option will be available to first-year undergraduates entering
HKUST in the fall semester of 1998. The option will entail enrolling
in five courses worth 19 credits in HKUST's Department of
Information and Systems Management. 

Students who select this option will also have 15 credits of free
electives which can be used to select additional business courses. 

Note to Editors:
For additional information, please contact Dr Wing Yim Tam in the
Physics Department at 2358-7490 or email phtam@ust.hk.
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