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Popular Science Lecture to Explain the Making of lntearated Circuits 

“Basic Understanding of Integrated Circuits and Their Fabrication” is the title 
of the fifth in a series of free popular science lectures being held at the Hong Kong 
Science Museum. Dr Tai-Chin Lo, Senior Lecturer in the Department of Electrical 
and Electronic Engineering and Acting Director of the Microelectronics Fabrication 
Centre at the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST) will be 
the speaker. The lecture is open to the public, and is scheduled for 4:30-6 p.m., 
Sunday, 24 November, in the Museum’s Lecture Hall (2 Museum Rd, Tsim Sha 
Tsui East). 

Computers, fax machines, photocopiers, mobile phones and VCRs all have 
different appearances and functions, but all share one key element: the silicon 
chip, which acts like a brain in controlling these devices’ functions. Silicon chips 
are microelectronics integrated circuits which contain thousands if not millions of 
active components called transistors. In her lecture, Dr Lo will examine some of 
the concepts related to the development of the transistor, and the basic techniques 
involved in producing silicon chips. 

The technology of integrated circuits has been the focus of Dr Lo’s research 
and career for some ten years. After working as a research scientist with Eastman 
Kodak, she joined Avantek Inc., USA, where she developed expertise in high-speed 
bipolar integrated circuit technology. In 1988 she left Avantek to help found a 
microchip manufacturing company. There, as General Manager, she was 
responsible for key aspects of process and product development, testing, and 
packaging. 
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Dr Lo was born in, Taiwan. She earned her first degree from National 
Taiwan University and, subsequently, an MS and PhD from the University of Illinois, 
all in Physics. 

The Science Museum lecture series seeks to introduce selected topics of 
modern science and technology of interest to the general public. There will be one 
lecture on the last Sunday of each month, with the last lecture in December. All 
speakers will be from the faculty of HKUST, and have particular expertise in their 
chosen lecture topics. 

Direct enquiries to the Office of Public Affairs, telephone 358-6316. 


