
 

For immediate release
18 March 1997 

HKUST and Stanford Students
Meet Industrial Challenges --
8,000 Miles Apart 
Twenty-six students will present their solutions to real-life industrial
problems posed by leading companies on 27 March -- projects
completed with team members working 8,000 miles apart. 

Students from the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
and Stanford University in the United States have been working on
long-distance management challenges set by four global companies --
Dow Chemicals, Motorola, Sterling Products and IDC. 

With only one week spent together in the US, the students have had to
rely on e-mail, telephone, and videoconferencing to work together,
just like today's global managers. 

"The final presentations will be only the second time that the students
have met face-to-face," says Prof Mitchell Tseng, head of HKUST's
Department of Industrial Engineering and Engineering Management.
"They have had to overcome all the cultural and communications
problems to produce a high-quality consultancy report for demanding
sponsors." 

While the Stanford students are all masters-level students, UST opens
up the project to final-year undergraduates. "One of our goals is to
broaden student horizons," says Prof Tseng. "Rapid globalization
means that business is increasingly conducted on a world-wide scale. 

"Global networking, the co-ordination and management of resources
are vital skills for our students to learn if they are to help maintain
Hong Kong's prosperity. This is why we started this course with
Stanford." 

At Stanford, UST students worked with their partners, and learned
how US universities and businesses operate during study trips. The
students could benchmark their skills against their US counterparts
and share a different learning style. 

The Stanford students will arrive in Hong Kong on 23 March for final
preparations. The presentation of results will take place before the
company sponsors on 27 March at HKUST. 

Note to Editors:



You are invited to be represented. For further information, please call
2358 6306 or e-mail pamedia@usthk.ust.hk.
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