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HKUST Students Find Chinese Studies Valuable Preparation 
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With Hong Kong in a period of transition, the Hong Kong University of Science 
and Technology has responded to growing demand by offering the only master’s degree 
programme in Chinese Studies in the territory. Graduates of the programme have found it 
valuable preparation for their work related to China. 

“The seven-week trip to Beijing for my thesis on workers in state-owned 
enterprises was a precious experience because I got to know the livelihood of average 
Chinese in the Mainland,” says Candy Wong, a recent graduate who works for a company 
involved China trade. “In our courses, the professors furnished us with updated and 
systematic information about China. That knowledge has been essential in my present job 
which requires me to deal with Chinese clients all the time.” 

Another graduate, who is now a journalist, says that what he learned in the 
programme has also helped him in his work. “I once needed to produce a news feature on 
the domestic problems faced by the Chinese government. The knowledge I had gained 
from the lectures gave me a lot to go on, and I found it easy to identify the focus.” 

A special feature of the Chinese Studies programme is its interdisciplinary 
emphasis. “Since we do not have lines of demarcation between departments, students can 
take courses from both the Division of Humanities and the Division of Social Science. This 
kind of flexibility enables our students to transcend traditional disciplinary boundaries,” 
says Dr Leonard K.K. Chan, Acting Head of the Division of Humanities. 
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“As faculty members doing research on China-related topics, we bring different 

perspectives to the programme and this concentration of expertise makes the degree in 
Chinese Studies more comprehensive,” 
Division of Social Science. 

adds Professor William Liu, Acting Head of the 

Courses offered by the Division of Social Science cover topics such as Chinese 
domestic politics, foreign policy, organizational behaviour and other aspects of industrial 
organizations in post-Mao China, comparative economic systems, and many more. In the 
Humanities, students can choose from courses on Chinese anthropology, religion, 
comparative philosophy, art, contemporary Chinese poetry, and traditional literature. 
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