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Splendors of Brush and Ink at HKUST 

The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST) Library will be 

presenting “Splendors of Brush and Ink: An Exhibition of Fine Reproductions of Chinese 

Painting and Calligraphy from the National Palace Museum” in the University Library 

Gallery from 2 September to 3 1 October 1994. 

The paintings and calligraphy of the Ching imperial collection of art were kept deep 

in the Forbidden City until the formation of the Republic of China and the establishment of 

the National Palace Museum.Of these, the most excellent were eventually brought to 

Taiwan, including the ‘twin jade bracelets’ of the collection: calligraphy of the Tsin and 

Tang dynasties, and the paintings of the Sung and Yuan. These are among the highest 

cultural and artistic achievements of China’s long history. However, despite the fact that 

these paintings and calligraphy left the emperor’s hands to become the public property of 

the Chinese people, their value and fragility made it necessary to limit strictly their time in 

exhibition, and they have remained largely out of sight. 

In recent years this difficult situation has been alleviated by outstanding 

developments in photographic and printing techniques, which have allowed these 

masterpieces of Chinese art to be recreated with extraordinary fidelity. Important paintings 

and calligraphy fust chosen by the curators of the Museum are reproduced by the Nigensha 

Publishing Company according to their original size, material and format so that the 

facsimile is literally an exact duplicate of the original down to the finest detail. These 

reproductions of masterpieces from the National Palace Museum provide immense benefit 

to admirers, artists, students and researchers alike. 
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