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HKUST Funded Research Projects Increase By Fifty Percent 
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In the last ten months there has been a tremendous growth in the number of new 
research projects. 198 research projects were funded from 1 July 93 to the end of April this 
year. The success rate is approximately 50% higher than that of the last fiscal year in which 
134 research projects were funded. 

In the last ten months, UPGC and RGC-funded research projects total 171 while 
another 27 projects are sponsored by private organizations, making the total number198. 
Additional sponsorships are anticipated in the coming months. 

According to the statistics from RGC, the success rate in applications for research 
funds submitted by HKUST is 72 percent. In other words, 72 out of 100 applications are 
successful. This ratio is much higher than the average success rate of the other tertiary 
institutions. The average grant received by the HKUST faculty is several times higher than 
their counterparts in the other institutions. 

As a research university, all faculty members at HKUST are actively involved in 
research. The faculty work long hours in the laboratories, at times all night, to finish their 
experiments. At the end of April, a total of 452 research projects were underway. Many of 
these projects are carried out in hi-tech laboratories such as the Microelectronics Fabrication 
Centre (MFC), Materials Characterisation and Preparation Centre (MCPC) and Molecular 
Beam Epitexy (MBE). 

The intensity of hi-tech research activities is also reflected by the campus energy 
consumption. All laboratories located at the Phase II campus construction have already been . 
opened. All of the sophisticated and sensitive high technology research equipment used in the 
laboratories require maintenance in special environments or they would soon deteriorate in an 
unairconditioned humid atmosphere. 

In 1992-93, the electricity expenses totaled 18.9 million comparable with research 
universities in similar climactic areas in the West. 

The University has obtained data on energy consumption from the Association of 
Physical Plant Administrators in the United States. On the basis of the Carnegie classifications 
we looked at the research and doctorate granting institutions in the south eastern United States 
which was considered to be climatically closest to Hong Kong. The study showed that the 
average energy consumption for those universities is about 20.27 kilowatts/sq.m. which is 
very close to the 19.09 kilowatts/sq.m. recorded in 1992-93 at HKUST. 

As an organization with a responsible attitude towards energy consumption, HKUST 
has formed a committee to monitor the existing energy policies on campus. To further 
centralize efforts, HKUST has newly expanded the functions of this committee and invited 
energy and mechanical experts from the four Schools and various departments to look at 
campus-wide energy conservation, with a view to keeping the hi-tech research equipment fully 
operational with the awareness of the need to conserve energy and to be ‘a leader in 
environmental protection, 
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