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Putonghua Teaching at HKUST 

Nobody can doubt the growing importance of Putonghua in Hong 
Kong especially as 1997 approaches. To meet growing student demand, the 
Language Centre at HKUST is accelerating efforts to assist students in 
acquiring Putonghua. 

“Proficiency in Putonghua is now a prerequisite for many jobs, and our 
students are very sensitive to this market requirement,” says Mr Keith S.T. 
Tong, Senior Instructor at the Language Centre. “This year we offer an 
elective credit course -- Oral Business Communication in Putonghua -- as part 
of the curriculum of the Full-time MBA programme.” 

In this &week course, one project involves students in interviewing a 
Putonghua-speaking manager in the business sector. “Having the 
opportunity to use the language in a real-life situation certainly stimulates 
the students to be serious about learning. The project also makes them realise 
how widespread Putonghua is in the business world,” says Mr Tong. 

Courses in Putonghua for other students at the University are offered 
through the year and are usually over- subscribed. 

“The popularity of our Putonghua courses may be attributed in part to 
the interactive teaching approach used by our teachers,” says Mr Tong. 
“Dramatic techniques, group games and role-plays together with our 
computerised language laboratories make language learning here effective 
and fun.” 

To further promote Putonghua learning on campus, the Language 
Centre plans to organise lunchtime performances by teachers and students. 
Film appreciation with discussion groups will also be offered to familiarise 
HKUST students with contemporary Chinese culture. 

The Language Centre is also strengthening its links with academic 
institutions in China. Planning for a collaborative conference on ‘Business 
Putonghua’ at HKUST in January 1996 is already under way with the East 
China Normal University in Shanghai. ~ 
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