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SOFTWARE INDUSTRY TO BENEFIT FROM CYBERSPACE CENTRE 

The global competitiveness of Hon Kong’s software industry will receive a 
boost with the creation of a new researc a 
University of Science and Technology. 

and service facility at the Hong Kong 

The Cyberspace Centre for Software Industry, established with a $3.63 
million grant from the Government’s Industry Department, will serve as a central 
contact point for software companies seeking help on making the most of the 
Internet. 

“Many Hong Kong’s software companies are not 
making effective use of the most up-to-date Internet te 

et globally networked or 
x ologies, 

hampers their competitiveness,” 
which seriously 

says Prof Samuel Chanson, Associate Head of 
Computer Science at HKUST and Director of the Cyberspace Centre. “Our mission 
is to rectify this situation by offering assistance and advice to the local software 
industry and by developing technologies and expertise that will place Hong Kong at 
the forefront of cyberspace research and development.” 

Hong Kong is home to approximately 2,000 software companies, 90% of 
which are small to medium in size. III 1993, revenue from this sector ($240 million) 
accounted for only 0.044% of GNP, compared with 0.75% in the US, indicating 
enormous potential for growth. 

The Cybers ace Centre will offer workshops and seminars to advise 
companies on how 5, ey can use the Internet more effectively. Existing Internet tools 
will be tested and evaluated and guidebooks on network security drawn up. 

“Efficient indexing and searching techniques, as well as user-friendly 
interfaces with Chinese capabilities, are very important in helping users get the 
maximum benefit from cyberspace,” says Prof Chanson. Research at the Centre will 
tackle these problems along with issues in computer and network security. 
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