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SAE Contract Extention Signals
Fruitful Cooperation with
High-tech Industry 
After two years of fruitful cooperation with the Physics Department of
the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, a Hong Kong
high-tech company--SAE Magnetics--has extended its research
contract with the University in order to continue a joint investigation
of the technology of magnetic storage. 

Dr Yong SHEN, director of SAE's Department of Advanced Head
Design, explained that "the recording density of mass storage in
computers is doubling every 18 months, so we have to advance our
technology continuously. That is why we are collaborating with
HKUST on this." 

Dr SHEN added that the technology issues are extremely challenging.
"This joint research is very stimulating to the academics, and at the
same time it prepares students to work in this field to meet the needs
of industry." 

Prof Ping SHENG, head of HKUST's Physics Department, said, "We
encourage this kind of joint project because not only the University
benefits, but also the company, our students, and high-tech
development in this region." 

SAE Magnetics has already hired six graduates from HKUST and
plans to hire more. In addition, SAE has incorporated some of the
research results in its next generation of products. "In one area, we
have applied the latest technology to our manufacturing system," said
Dr SHEN, "and in another area, innovations derived from our joint
research on magnetic storage also play an important role." 

The contract worth HK$976,990 is for "Joint Investigation of
Magnetic Recording Materials and Devices", covering a period of two
years, until April 2000. Two research students are working intensively
on the project under the direction of physics professors at HKUST
and professionals from SAE. 

Prof SHENG emphasized that the fruitful cooperation between
HKUST and SAE demonstrates:- 

1) HKUST has successfully trained scientists for society;
2) the research strength of HKUST benefits high-tech industry in this



region; and
3) by solving practical problems posed by industry, academics are
able to design research programs to meet realistic challenges. 

SAE Magnetics is the supplier of more than 30% of the magnetic
recording heads sold worldwide, with annual sales of over US$1.3
billion. 

Note to Editors:
For further information, please contact Mr Cheng at the Office of
Public Affairs at HKUST on 2358-6305 or email pamedia@ust.hk.

Home | News & Events | Press Releases | UST To Cooperate With SAE Magnetics 

URL: http://www.ust.hk/~webopa/news/1998_News/news0707.htm
Please send comments and suggestions to webmaster@www.ust.hk. 


