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15 December 1994 

Popular Science Lecture on Industrial Engineering 

Professor Mitchell M. Tseng, head and professor of the Industrial Engineering Department 

(LED) of the Hong Kong University of Science & Technology (HKUST), and Dr. Neville KS. Lee, 

visiting associate professor of HKUST’s IED, will give a talk on industrial engineering on Sunday, 

18 December 1994. The lecture, entitled “Industrial Engineering: Contributing to Productivity and 

Quality of Life”, will start at 11 a.m. at the Lecture Hall of the Hong Kong Science Museum. 

The presentation is jointly organised by HKUST and the Science Museum as part of this 

year’s “Popular Science Lecture” programmes. Technical background in industrial engineering is not 

required to understand the presentation. Admission is free. 

Traditionally, the career paths of industrial engineers have been in the manufacturing 

industries. With new developments in technology and increasing competition, various sectors of the 

service industries are employing industrial engineers to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of 

their businesses, which, in turn, prompts great changes in the roles and responsibilities of industrial 

engineers. 

This lecture will review the history of industrial engineering and discuss the most significant 

challenges to and opportunities for industrial engineers in the context of Hong Kong industry. 

Industrial engineering’s involvement with systems from initial conception and planning through 

design and implementation to management will be highlighted and analysed. 

Professor Tseng spent nearly 20 years in industry before joining HKUST. His professional 

experience encompasses systems integration engineering for government, telecommunication and 

educational clients. He has taught at the University of Illinois and the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology. He earned both his MS and PhD in industrial engineering at Purdue University. 

Professor Tseng is starting research programs at HKUST in the manufacturing system design and 

business process engineering. 

Dr. Lee received his PhD in Physics from M.I.T. in 1973. Prior to joining HKUST he was a 

senior consultant engineer and technical program manager at Digital Equipment Corporation. Dr. Lee 

has made numerous inventions and contributions in optical disk drive, magnetic disk drive and related 

manufacturing technology. He holds 14 patents and has another 12 pending. His current research 

interests are ultra-high precision manufacturing technology and advanced manufacturing technology. 
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