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HKUST SURVEY SPOTLIGHTS DIFFERENCES ACROSS DISCIPLINES 

A recent employment survey of 1995 graduate-degree recipients at the Hong 
Kong University of Science and Technology points to definite differences in style 
among disciplines. 

A total of 117 graduates were surveyed by the HKUST Careers Centre in the 
Student Affairs Office between October and December 1995. Four of the graduates 
surveyed had earned a doctorate, the balance had earned master’s degrees. 

65% 
When asked to indicate their major objective in pursuing graduate studies, 

of science graduates and 48.8% of engineering graduates were driven by 
academic and professional interests, while 55.6% of business graduates intended to 
enhance their qualifications for better employment opportunities, and 66.7% of 
humanities graduates wanted to broaden their exposure and life experience. 

Of 114 respondents, 90.4% were either employed full-time or pursuing further 
studies. The employment rate among graduates of the School of Business and 
Management was 94.7%. Business graduates also took the lead in obtaining their 
first job offer with 94.1% securing offers by August 1995. 
graduates from the other three schools had caught up. 

By October, however, 

The median basic monthly salary rose from HK$14,000 in the previous year 
to $15,000. The mean of $16,424 was $1,519 higher than the previous year. 
Business graduates had the highest median, $18,073, and the highest mean, $20,170. 
One explanation is the fact that 45% of business graduates had two or more years of 
full-time work experience before starting their studies. 

The majority of graduates in both the sciences and the humanities took jobs in 
the education sector. More than half (51.3%) of the engineering graduates were 
employed in commerce and business, while 20.5% took jobs in manufacturing and 
industries and another 20.5% in education. 

Note to Editors: 
Please direct enquiries to the Office of Public Affairs at 2358 6320 or pager 
71163388 call 2652. 


