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Copyright Protection in the Digital Environment - HK Government 
Consultation Period Ends April 30th

The development of high-speed information and communication technology has raised new questions about who owns 
information.

On December 19th 2006, the Commerce, Industry, and Technology Bureau of the HKSAR Government released a 
consultation document to consider if the existing legislative framework needs to be changed to provide increased 
copyright protection in the digital environment. The consultation period will end on April 30th, 2007.

These issues affect all HKUST community members as creators and users of information in the digital environment. 
Please read the document and make your views known.

Press Release:

http://www.citb.gov.hk/cib/ehtml/pdf/p_releases/press_release_Eng.PDF

Consultation Document:

http://www.citb.gov.hk/cib/ehtml/pdf/consultation/Consultation_document.pdf

Views may be sent to Commerce and Industry Branch of the Bureau on or before April 30, 2007

●     E-mail: co_review@citb.gov.hk
●     Fax: 2869-4420
●     Post to: Level 29, One Pacific Place, 88 Queensway, Hong Kong. For the attention of Division 3, Commerce and Industry 

Branch

Alumni - Let Us Make Your Thesis Globally Accessible

The HKUST Electronic Theses database (http://library.ust.hk/info/db/theses.html) contains full-text images of the 
doctoral dissertations and master's theses of our postgraduate students. The full text of many theses is available for 
world-wide open access as permitted by the author.

Unfortunately, some older theses are not available off-campus, as they were submitted before the Library had a chance 
to ask graduates for permission to make their theses openly accessible. Every month the Library gets requests for these 
theses from researchers around the world, and we have to keep saying no - you can only see it if you visit Hong Kong!

As a result, the Library has recently contacted all HKUST postgraduates who submitted theses before access permission 
was sought. The Library will provide open, unrestricted access to ALL of these theses after spring 2007. If you are a 
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student author who prefers to restrict access to your thesis, please contact us at lbalice@ust.hk. But please think twice 
about denying access to your ideas to researchers in your field.

This unique database helps make the high quality of HKUST theses visible globally. As we have experienced with books 
and journals, once items are digitalized, the usage increases dramatically. This accessibility will mean that researchers 
and prospective employers can easily find and read HKUST electronic theses. Because the metadata provided by the 
HKUST Library is regularly harvested by Google, Yahoo, Amazon, and others, your research has become visible and 
discoverable.

Graduates - Remember to Submit Your Thesis ONLINE

Are you about to graduate? Please submit your thesis to the Library using the online form at 
http://library.ust.hk/th_submit.pl

Full-text images of graduates' theses in the HKUST Electronic Theses database are often produced by scanning the 
printed theses in the Library. This can result in a lower quality result than if they were submitted electronically.

Electronic submission will result in a smaller file size and better on-screen quality for those accessing it through the 
years. It can also let you include multimedia materials which may be more useful than what shows up in a printout.

The Library's Information Commons is equipped with a wide range of software to make any needed document 
preparation or format conversion simple. And if you need any assistance, the IC Help Desk staff are right there to help!

It's easy, convenient, and useful. So do yourself and future generations of researchers a favor - submit your thesis 
online!

Information Services - Take the IC Survey!

The Information Commons (IC) has been a very vibrant area in the Library. In February, the IC attracted over 3,000 
users, a good portion of the university community. On an average weekday, the number of logins per hour can easily 
reach 70 or higher among the 52 workstations. The usage figures no doubt provide a very positive feedback on this new 
model of library service.

But how satisfied are these thousands of users with the IC? What can we change to better align the service and facility 
with their academic needs? When we project any further development of this service model, what should we focus on? 
To answer these questions, we need to hear what the IC users say.

In this connection, a short user satisfaction survey will be conducted from April 16 to the end of the month. A very brief 
questionnaire will be posted on the Web. If you have ever used the IC, you are invited to take this survey at 
http://library.ust.hk/surveys/ic.php. The survey is completely anonymous, you may feel free to give us your comments 
and suggestions, be they positive or negative.

As a token of appreciation, all participants are invited to enter a lucky draw to win USB flash drives. You may enter your 
ITSC username after submitting the survey for this purpose. Your identity will NOT be associated with your feedback.

The more IC users who take part in the survey, the better the Library can improve this service facility for you. Please 
take a minute to let us hear your voice.

If you want to learn more about the Information Commons in the Library, please visit http://library.ust.hk/serv/ic/.

Only 'Octopus' Starting 1 July

The last of the stored value copier card systems in the Library will be removed at the end of June.

The Library replaced six of the oldest public photocopiers with full-featured digital machines accepting Octopus cards for 
payment during the Summer of 2004. The copiers were well-received by Library users.

In the Summer of 2005, the Library replaced another six copiers with the new machines. Currently over 95% of all 
copies are made on the digital copiers. Newer photocopiers equipped to accept Octopus cards are now available on each 
floor of the Library.
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With the increasing use of Octopus cards for payment of copying at digital photocopiers, the Library will be discontinuing 
and removing the value-added card system and older machines at the end of June 2007.

Value-added copier cards will no longer be available for purchase after 31 March 2007. Please be sure to use up all the 
remaining value on your old cards as unused value cannot be refunded.

Please feel free to contact Corrie Marsh lbcmarsh@ust.hk if you have any questions.

Collection Spotlight: Testing & Education Reference Center (TERC)

Whether you are planning for your career or looking for education opportunities, it's worth checking out the Testing & 
Education Reference Center (TERC), a new database available at http://library.ust.hk/cgi/db/gale.pl?terc

This handy all-in-one database provides a comprehensive range of tools and resources that will get you closer to your 
goals. There are five modules in TERC.

College Search and Graduate Search help you identify suitable colleges and universities in the United States and 
Canada. Over 30,000 accredited programs are at your fingertips. To seek out financial aid, the section on graduate 
scholarships will connect you to more than 170,000 grants and awards. For non-traditional learners, Specialty & Career 
Program Search gives details on distance learning or certificate programs in today's most sought-after fields.

GRE, GMAT, and TOEFL are among the most attempted exams for Hong Kong students. Those trying to enter 
postgraduate law and medical schools will need to take the LSAT or MCAT. The Test Preparation module of TERC 
contains full-length online practice tests and accompanying ebooks on a number of college and graduate entrance 
examinations, in addition to the ones already mentioned. Practice makes perfect. Before confronting the real thing, why 
not hone your skills beforehand in a simulated environment? You can work through the tests at your own pace, save 
answers and quit, and resume the tests at a later date.

This database also offers lots of useful tips and features for job seekers, fresh graduates and seasoned professionals 
alike. The Career Search module has an interactive Resume Builder guiding you step-by-step to create a resume that 
showcases your unique strengths. Browse the database for model resumes and cover letters and in-depth advice on job 
search, interviews, and salary negotiation.

Do explore TERC and prepare well for the future. Success is in the making.

Blackwell Reference Online

It is 2am. You're working on an assignment, and you realize you need to know more. The Library is closed; or is it?

More and more of the Library's materials are available online. You are now familiar with using e-journals; in the past 
year, the Library has purchased thousands of e-books, including many electronic Reference resources.

Most recently, the Library has acquired Blackwell Reference Online (BRO - http://library.ust.hk/cgi/db/bro.pl).

BRO gives you full-text access to ~300 specialized encyclopedias, handbooks, and dictionaries in business and 
management and the humanities and social sciences. You can choose to either search or browse. The signed articles 
provide excellent overviews and details of numerous subjects with bibliographies at the end for further reading. They 
also provide a perfectly formatted citation of what you are reading, so you can easily cite it in your own research.

In a world that combines information overload with concerns over reliability of information, BRO and Library online 
reference titles like the Gale Virtual Reference Library (http://library.ust.hk/cgi/db/gale.pl) and Oxford Reference Online 
(http://library.ust.hk/cgi/db/com.pl?oxfordreference) can help.

Enhanced Development Structure for the Library Web
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With new information resources and services continuously introduced to meet the changing needs of our students and 
faculty, the Library is always in an exciting stage of development. To help build enhanced awareness of new Library 
services and information resources by means of our ever-growing web presence, a number of changes to the Library 
web development structure were recently made.

In addition to the existing Web Structure & Design Group and Internet Resources Group, a new "Discovery & Promotion 
Group" was formed (see related article on page 4). And to more effectively and timely update library web-pages, every 
department in the Library has designated a web coordinator. Individual departments will be responsible for maintaining 
those web-pages pertinent to their activities and functions. For cross-departmental pages, the relevant departmental 
coordinators will discuss and work out among themselves how best to update and improve those pages. Regular 
maintenance work to library web-pages will be handled at the departmental level, while major changes and web design 
issues will be referred to the Library Web Structure & Design Group for discussions, suggestions or decisions.

As the Library is guided by a set of strategic goals to fulfill its mission, this renewed web development structure will help 
strengthen its capacity to meet ever-growing needs in web development, and help make the Library's web presence 
more welcoming and accessible to our students, faculty, staff and other users.

An Exhibition on the History of the University 

從小到大,從無到有 and "From Greenfield to Greatness", are perhaps the best phrases to describe the growth and 
achievements of our University. In less than five years, a barracks site was transformed to a most picturesque high-tech 
university campus. In less than sixteen years, our university has become one of the foremost educational institutes in 
the world - renowned not only in teaching but also for excellence in cutting-edge research.

To highlight some of the memorable events that led to this great success, the Library, together with OUDPA and PTC, 
will mount an exhibition on the history of the University at the Library gallery in May. An interactive video and an 
attractive display capturing the major events from the ground-breaking ceremony to the IAS distinguished lecture series 
are currently being prepared by staff of the three departments.

  

The exhibition will include a small number of selected artifacts, pictures, posters and archival documents transferred 
from administrative and academic departments or collected by the University Archives over the years. It will also include 
artifacts loaned by colleagues specifically for this event.

If you still have materials that you would like to contribute to the exhibition, please contact Kelly Yiu at 2358-6784 or 
email lbarsc@ust.hk.

Our Web: Discovery & Promotion Web Group Formed

A new "Discovery & Promotion" group has been formed - and they may be visiting you!

The Group will find ways to promote the Library website and initiate projects that explore new ideas on information 
presentation and the incorporation of new technological developments.
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It will take a proactive approach and institute an open process for receiving feedback and suggestions on an ongoing or 
as-needed basis. One aspect will be to actively communicate with different user populations (faculty and students, 
departments and centers, etc.) in an effort to more fully determine and meet your needs and expectations.

 

As part of this, members of the Group will also be exploring collaborative opportunities with other areas of the 
University. They may also investigate partnerships with other Universities' members or units or other off-campus groups 
in their efforts to mprove the quality, availability and convenience of the information and resources available for your 
study and research.

The Group will also be seeking better ways to promote some of the information and services already available through 
the Library's information architecture. There are so many resources that the HKUST community may be unaware of, or 
may not take full advantage of.

So if you see any of these people visiting your area, or even in the coffee shop, stop for a chat.
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