
Our big dream  our little secret

“One equal temper of heroic hearts… strong in will,
	 To	strive,	to	seek,	to	find	and	not	to	yield.”	“Ulysses”	by	Alfred	Lord	Tennyson

Published by the Office of University Development and Public Affairs, April 2007

“Picking a recipient university is like picking a stock: you go by its past performance and its future return. HKUST 
is an easy pick.” —	Dr	Lee	Shau	Kee	who	donated	$400	million	in	March	2007	to	the	university

“There are few universities worldwide that have progressed as rapidly in the last 15 years as your university.”
	 —	Prof	William	B	Lacy,	Vice	Provost,	University	of	California,	Davis

“I salute President Chu and his team for having had the idea for the Institute for Advanced Study, and the courage 
to implement it… a brilliant project worthy of Hong Kong.”—	Dr	Helmut	Sohmen,	Chairman,	Bergesen	Worldwide	Limited

“The education my wife and I received here has been… invaluable. HKUST reinforces for me the notion that 
education is the key to success, not only for individuals, but also organizations and countries.”

	 —	Mr	Liu	Sing	Cheong,	alumnus/entrepreneur

“HKUST has impressed me enormously with its strong commitment to promoting research excellence, nurturing 
talents… locally, nationally and globally.”— the late Dr Fok Ying Tung 

“HKUST’s academic success within a dozen or so years is truly awe-inspiring… It is well-positioned to play a 
pivotal role in the nation’s new strategic development.”—	Chinese	Ministry	of	Science	and	Technology
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Visitors to this young university often come with a 
question and an exclamation “How is HKUST able 

to climb so high in such a short time — from a hole in the 
ground to a citadel of learning high on the coast?” 

The answer to this question has stirred keen international 
interest and a curiosity about our little secret.

The “secret” is the power of purpose. With a clear 
vision, and a brow-furrowing focus, this community 
is evangelical about its mission to drive Hong Kong’s 
economic development and its transformation into a 
knowledge society.

Unburdened by the weight of tradition, we rationally 
follow common sense and relentlessly pursue what is 
uncommonly good.

In going global we have attracted a galaxy of scholars so 
bright they draw other stars into our orbit. President

Professor Paul Chu

By putting research on the front burner, we quickly 
staked our claim to a place among the academic 
aristocracy.  

After that, logic and inevitability took over. As 
our fast-flowing findings come on stream for 
commercialization or technology transfer, we 
turned our attention to the science of management. 
Today, the HKUST Business School is ranked 
among the world’s finest.

Now, 15 years later, we are spoken in the same 
sentence as the world’s leading universities. But 
the challenges that lie ahead are epic. There can be 
no rest from our quest.



2 3Hitching Our Dream to the Stars
IAS PowerS The PurSuIT of 
GlobAl leAderShIP

For us, the Institute for Advanced Study at HKUST 
(IAS) is a dream big and bold for our developmental 
needs. It is modeled on the best — its namesake at 
Princeton. But this is a model configured to the needs 
and priorities of the region. 

It will make possible cross-fertilizations and 
collaborations between and across different 
disciplines.

Between the University, business, community and the 
government, partnerships will sprout and flourish.

The IAS will be flying Hong Kong’s flag, and carrying 
the region’s claim, as a prime center of creativity and 
intellectual leadership.

The nine Nobel laureates and four other scientific 
superstars serving on our International Advisory 
Board bring intellectual buzz and pizzazz to the 
Institute. We set the goal, they cheerlead us to score.

hKuST foK YInG TunG 
GrAduATe School

Thanks to a big push from the late Dr Fok Ying Tung with his 
generous $800 million donation, the University now has its own 
academic Eden in the East within the stunning Nansha IT Park. 
This puts us at the heart of the economic action on the Mainland. 
By training the talents and delivering the technology transfer it 
needs, we are poised to propel innovation and entrepreneurship in 
the Pearl River Delta region.

A cloned hi-tech community is our bull’s eye, and at the ready is 
our quiverful of research ambitions and initiatives:
• Advanced Composite Materials Technology Research Center
• Atmospheric Research Center
• Center for Engineering Materials and Reliability
• Center for Spatial and Social Demographics
• Digital Life Research Center
• Hong Kong-Beijing UST Joint Research Center
• South China Research Center
• Wireless IC System Design Center

In the 21st century, business without technology is pedestrian. But 
piggybacking on science and technology, it will grow new and 
longer legs.

our comPASS And our 
conTInuInG QueST

Standing still is not an option. With our early success, 
the bar has been raised. Now others wait for us to 
drop the other shoe. But the impetus comes chiefly 
from ourselves. And this how we will keep ourselves 
busy in the next 15 years:

fIve hIGh-ImPAcT AreAS:
• Nano-science and nano-technology
• Biological sciences and biotechnology
• Electronics, wireless and information technology
• Environment and sustainable development
• Management education and research

These are the molecules of our dreams, and the 
embryonic cells of Hong Kong’s future. 

Our Offshoot on the Mainland
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FIGURES AT A GLANCE

Opening	 	October	1991
Student	Enrolment	 	Total	Enrolment	9,000
	 	Undergraduate	5,772
	 	Postgraduate	 3,228
Faculty	Members	 	453
Schools		 	•	School	of	Science
	 	•	School	of	Humanities			
		 	 			and	Social	Science	 	
	 	•	School	of	Business	and		
	 	 			Management
	 	•	School	of	Engineering
	 	•	HKUST	Fok	Ying	Tung	
	 	 			Graduate	School
Teaching	Departments	 	19
Research	Centers	 	36
Research	Institutes	 	10

Note: Figures updated as at Jan 2007

The numberS Tell our STorY

17
World’s	top	17th	university	in	
technology	(THES rankings)

30
No.	of	languages	spoken	on	
campus

40
Percentage	of	students	who	fly	in	
from	overseas	for	EMBA	classes

46 
No.	of	research	institutes	&	
centers	at	UST

600,000 	

Total	campus	area	in	sq	meters

33,500,000
Value	in	HK$	of	R&D	contracts	
UST	signs	with	industrial	clients

240,800,000
Amount	in	HK$	of	new	
research	funding

456,000,000 
Donations	in	HK$	raised	in	
2005-06

1
No.	1	university	in	Greater	China	
(Newsweek rankings)
No.	1	in	Engineering	&	Social	
Science	in	Greater	China	
(SJTU survey)

3
Global	EMBA	ranking	by	
Financial Times

4
Diameter	in	angstrom	-	world’s	
smallest	carbon	nanotube	-	an	
HKUST	creation

5	

5th	gene	associated	with	
schizophrenia	discovered	at	
HKUST

9 
No.	of	Nobel	laureates	on	IAS	
International	Advisory	Board	
Chromosome	9:	a	tumor	suppressor	
gene	discovered	by	HKUST	Cancer	
Research	Institute

14	

No.	of	years	for	which	UST	
tops	research	grants	allocations

52	

World’s	top	52nd	university	in	
social	science	(THES rankings)

100
Percentage	of	faculty	with	
doctorate	degree

111 
No.	of	partner	institutes	
worldwide	for	exchanges	

3,828
No.	of	student	hostel	places

9,000
No.	of	students

35,000
Square	meters	of	space	
at	HKUST	Fok	Ying	Tung	
Graduate	School	in	Nansha

465,331
Average	annual	income	in	HK$	
of	our	MBA	graduates
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• Peking University             

• University of Science and   
 Technology of China      

• University of Science and Technology  
 Beijing

• China Institute of Water Resources and   
 Hydropower Research 

• Tsinghua University

• Harbin Institute of  Technology

• Xi’an Jiaotong University

• Nanjing University   • Fudan University 

• Shanghai Jiaotong University  

• China Europe International   
 Business School     

• Tongji University 

• Sun Yat-sen University 

• Zhejiang University

• National Chiao Tung University 

• National Taiwan University

• National Tsing Hua University    

• Material Engineering Institute
  of Soochow University

Ancient Chinese Map circa 1656 kept at HKUST Lee Shau Kee Library

China (18)

India (2)
Japan (6)

Korea (3)

Thailand (1)
Singapore (3)

Mexico  (2)

Spain (3)
Italy (1)

Israel  (1)

Sweden (4)

Finland (1)

Poland (1)

Czech Republic (1)

Hungary (1)

Germany (7)

The Netherlands (4)
Austria (2)
France (12)Denmark (3)

Switzerland (1)Norway (2)

Ireland (2)

UK (8)

United States  (47)
Canada  (13)

ASIAOCEANIAEUROPENORTH AMERICA

Australia (4)
New Zealand (1)

6
GlobAl PArTnerShIP 
And PreSence

7

(    ) Denotes no. of partners
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School of Business 
and Management School of EngineeringSchool of Science School of Humanities 

and Social Science
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The School offers a smorgasbord of courses and programs 
in biological science, physical science and mathematical 
science, with a clear emphasis on scientific studies that 
are technologically important.

School of Humanities and Social 
Science
It stands at no. 57 among the world’s top 100 universities 
in social science according to the Times Higher Education 
Supplement. 

It stands alone at the top in Asia in a recent Shanghai 
Jiaotong University ranking.

The role of the School is twofold. First, it broadens the 
base of undergraduate education by shining a light on 
the social, regional and international contexts of their 
main specializations. Second, the School offers studies in 
Chinese cultural heritage and other fields, thereby digging 
deeper into our cultural roots.

School of Business and Management 
Consistently rated the no. 1 business school in Asia, the 
School is staffed by a stable of tip-top scholars from the 
world’s leading business schools. Another factor for the 
school’s success is the caliber of its students, over 40% of 
whose international members “fly in” to Hong Kong for 
their classes. 

Yet another reason is the school’s valued partnership with blue-
chip companies, professional firms and government agencies 
and departments, giving its students the privilege of internship 
and applied research opportunities.

The school is consistently ranked among the top 30 in research 
in the world. Unbelievably, its joint Executive MBA program 
with the Kellogg School of Management was ranked 2nd in 
2005 and 3rd in 2006, a dazzling achievement with only a  
15-year history.

School of Engineering
The School’s mission is nothing less than “the engineering of 
Hong Kong’s future”

Taking in about 40% of undergraduate and postgraduate 
students, it is the largest school in the university.

The School is a pedagogical innovator. In 2003, it launched 
a four-year Dual Degree Program in Technology and 
Management with the School of Business and Management, 
the first of its kind in Hong Kong, now widely adopted by 
other local universities.

Since 2004, the School has been consistently ranked among the 
world’s top 25 engineering and technology universities by the 
Times Higher Education Supplement.

In 2006, it was ranked 17 among the world’s technology 
universities.

STudIeS, SchoolS And STAndInGS

The university’s primary functions are the creation and 
dissemination of knowledge. At HKUST, this is done through 
four schools — the School of Science, School of Business 
and Management, School of Engineering, and the School of 
Humanities and Social Science.

The first three schools offer both undergraduate and 
postgraduate degree programs. While the School of Humanities 
and Social Science offers only postgraduate degree programs, it 
plays a vital role in the general education of all undergraduates.

An innovative non-credit Undergraduate Research Opportunity 
Program, launched last year, takes in 72 first and second year 
students to give them a taste of first-hand research during the 
summer. It comes complete with a program evaluation, nominal 
studentships, and a chance for further research experience.

School of Science
The School of Science is one of the top 50 in the world 
according to the Times Higher Education Supplement in 2005.

The School provides an environment that is conducive to 
independent, critical and original thinking. Students must go 
through three stages of learning — learning WHAT, learning 
HOW, and learning WHY — learning WHY being the most 
important.
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For the first time since its establishment, the C Wright Mills 
Award went to an Asian scholar in 2005. She is Dr Pun Ngai, 
Associate Professor of Social Science, and author of the 
winning entry “Made in China: Women Factory Workers in a 
Global Workplace” The School is now in pole position in Asia.

Leading an elite team of learned luminaries is Prof K C Chan, 
Dean of Business and Management. Under his spirited 
leadership, its IEMBA program shot to the loftiest global 
rankings, second in 2005, and third in 2006. 

Prof Philip Chan, Dean of Engineering leads a stable of 
star engineers. Under his stewardship, the School has been 
consistently ranked among the world’s top 25 engineering 
and technology universities by the Times Higher Education 
Supplement.

“Four Offers More” — Change and 
Challenge Comes to University Education

Educationally, the talk of the town these days is the new 334 
system. The four-year degree system will be a Hong Kong 
norm by 2012, replacing our current three-year program.

Under this system, secondary education will be reduced 
from seven to six years, with an extra year added on to 
undergraduate education. A 334 Steering Group is in place to 
engineer the reconfiguration in content and methodology.

More inter-disciplinary offerings will be the order of the day, 
with a learning environment friendlier to exploratory and 

communicative competence. A new school for inter-
disciplinary studies will oversee the process and progress.

“No Flower Will be Born to Blush 
Unseen” Academic Admission and 
Financial Aid

No student will be deprived of a place at HKUST for 
monetary reasons. A full array of scholarships, bursaries 
and loans are on offer to deserving or needy students. 

Our scholarships also attract high-flying local, mainland 
and international students to study with our famed 
faculty. Non-local students from 35 countries across five 
continents inject a rich cultural mix and international 
flavor into our community.

Scholarships also enable local students to take advantage 
of international exchange programs, opening them up to 
other cultures and countries.

Ours is an inclusive community, embracing the world in 
all its richness and diversity.

The brAInS behInd our nAme 
Faculty members are the brains and brand of the university. 
Young as we are, our branding is genuinely international, with 
450 distinguished faculty members from 24 countries. In all, 
52% are from outside Hong Kong and mainland China, with 
about one third hailing from North America. 

Fully 80% of our faculty members belong to the world’s 
exclusive establishments, coming from such venerated citadels 
of learning as Caltech, Cambridge, Chicago, Columbia, 
Cornell, Harvard, MIT, Oxford, Princeton, Stanford, UC 
Berkeley, UCLA, Yale, among others.

The Holy Grail of Excellence in Teaching 
— the Michael G Gale Medal 
This medal is annually awarded to only one faculty member 
who best exemplifies the art and ardor of teaching. The 2006 
winner was Prof Irene MC Lo in the Department of Civil 
Engineering for her outstanding teaching methodologies and 
pastoral devotions.

Stars of Schools
Prof Shiu-Yuen Cheng, Dean of Science and a professor of 
mathematics, is a star lecturer honored year after year as one 
of the ten best by students. Under his leadership, the School 
rose to the top 50 in the world in 2005, according to the Times 
Higher Education Supplement.

Prof Irene MC Lo

Dr Pun Ngai

Prof Philip Chan

Prof Shiu-Yuen Cheng

Prof K C Chan
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Books are the backbone of 
learning. These days, online 
shelves are no less important. 

Essentially, the library 
provides two things: a physical 
environment conducive to 
learning and research, and easy 
access to information for its users.

When it comes to a learner-
friendly environment, this library 
has few peers. With a ceiling 
soaring four storeys high, and 
seaviews to take your breath 
away, it woos you with its 
physical charms. But what lures 
its users are the latest hardware 
and software in learning. It is the 
gold standard of libraries. 

It comes equipped with 12 group-
study rooms for collaborative 
projects, and two seminar rooms 
for larger gatherings.

The democrATIzATIon of KnowledGe
A Cathedral of Learning Anchors Our Community

The library’s virtue is in its 
resourcefulness. It provides 
library classes, web-based 
services, and workshops 
on various online subjects 
and research guides, plus an 
impressive inter-library loan 
service with a lightning-fast turn 
around time for delivery.

Another stand-out feature is 
the Information Commons - 
a technology-rich area with 
individual and collaborative 
spaces, where users congregate 
to get research assistance and 
technical help for software and 
hardware questions.

In putting information at our 
fingertips, the HKUST Lee Shau 
Kee Library has few equals in 
user-friendliness.
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reSeArch cenTerS & InSTITuTeS
Advanced Composite Materials Technology Research Center 
Advanced Manufacturing Institute
Atmospheric Research Center  
Biotechnology Research Institute
Center for Advanced Microsystems Packaging 
Center for Asian Financial Markets 
Center for Cancer Research 
Center for Chinese Linguistics 
Center for Chinese Medicine R&D 
Center for Cultural Studies 
Center for Display Research 
Center for Electronic Commerce 
Center for Economic Development 
Center for Engineering Materials and Reliability 
Center for Experimental Business Research 
Center for Fund Management 
Center for Marine Bioactive Substances
Center for Marketing and Distribution 
Center for Scientific Computation 
Center for Spatial and Social Demographics 
Center for Sustainable Energy Technology 
Center for Wireless Information Technology
Center on China's Transnational Relations

China Corporate Governance Center 
Co-operative Nasopharyngeal Carcinoma Research Center
Consumer Media Center 
Cyberspace Center 
Digital Life Research Center 
Hang Lung Center for Organizational Research 
HKUST-WebEx IT Institute  
Hong Kong-Beijing UST Joint Research Center  
Hongkong Telecom Institute of Information Technology 
Institute for Advanced Study at HKUST 
Institute for the Environment 
Institute of Integrated Microsystems
Institute of Nano Science and Technology
International Center for Advanced Communication Technologies    
Logistics and Supply Chain Management Institute
Molecular Neuroscience Center 
Multimedia Technology Research Center 
Semiconductor Product Analysis and Design Enhancement Center
Sino Software Research Institute
Smart and Sustainable Infrastructure Research Center 
South China Research Center 
Survey Research Center 
Wireless IC System Design Center

01.
02.
03.
04.
05.
06.
07.
08.
09.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.

04

05

03

02

01

06

07

Extension to Existing Academic Building

Hall VII (350 places)

Hall VIII (350 places)

Hall IX (350 places)

Additional Laboratory Facilities

New Academic Building

Executive Education Residence

08

09

IAS Residence

IAS Building

Campus Expansion
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Nansha

Shenzhen

Hangzhou

Beijing

CHINA

• HKUST Business School Beijing Center

• Zhejiang Advanced Manufacturing   
  Institute of HKUST (ZAMI)

• Shenzhen PKU-HKUST Medical Center

• PKU-HKUST Shenzhen-Hong Kong     
  Institute – Industry, Education and Research   
  (IER)

• HKUST Business School Shenzhen Center

• Advanced Composite Materials 
  Technology Research Center (ACMT)

• Atmospheric Research Center

• Center for Engineering Materials and   
  Reliability (CEMAR)

• Center for Spatial and Social 
  Demographics (CSSD)

• Digital Life Research Center

• Hong Kong – Beijing UST Joint Research 
  Center

• South China Research Center

• Wireless IC System Design Center (WISE)

BEIJING

HANGZHOU

SHENZHEN

NANSHA

Our New and 5th School: HKUST Fok Ying Tung Graduate SchoolhKUST PreSence on The mAInlAnd
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HKUST And The communITY20

Saluting and Nursing Budding Scientists
A Joint Project by HKUST & HKedCity.

Professors & Popular Science
20 episodes of HKUST-RTHK joint radio program explore the secrets 
of science. 

We Care About Clean Air
Hong Kong’s first mobile air pollution monitoring platform, developed 
by HKUST, seen in action in the world’s first continuously air-
monitored marathon.

Meet Our Star! 
Secondary school students immersed in marine life in the Coastal Marine Lab. 

Talents from Different Nations
President Paul Chu & Swire Properties Ltd Chairman Mr Keith Kerr in a magic 
moment with Swire International Young Fellows.

A Big Push from a Bold-Thinking Philanthropist
The late Dr Fok Ying Tung donated HK$800 million to build 
the Graduate School in Nansha.

Hong Kong’s Finest
The loveable crime-fighting Robotcop III, 
begotten by HKUST & HK Police. 

A Living Legend Comes 
Calling
Prof Stephen Hawking makes Hong Kong 
wild about science with his IAS inaugural 
lecture.
(Courtesy of Airport Authority)
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Photo Credits : The Photographic Society HKUSTSU

Clear Water Bay, Kowloon
Hong Kong
Tel: 2358-6000
Website: http://www.ust.hk

conTAcTS

Admissions 
Undergraduate programs
Tel: (852) 2623-1118         
Fax: (852) 2358-0769
Email: ugadmit@ust.hk

Postgraduate programs
Tel: (852) 2623-1120         
Fax: (852) 2358-2463
Email: gradmit@ust.hk

Alumni
Tel: (852) 2358-6158         
Fax: (852) 2358-0537
Email: alumni@ust.hk

Donations
Tel: (852) 2358-6109         
Fax: (852) 2705-9119
Email: donation@ust.hk

Media Relations
Tel: (852) 2358-8555        
Fax: (852) 2358-0537
Email: media@ust.hk

The honG KonG unIverSITY of ScIence And TechnoloGYunIverSITY leAderShIP
Chancellor 
The Hon Donald Tsang, GBM, Chief Executive, HKSAR 

Pro-Chancellor 
Dr the Hon Sir Sze-Yuen Chung, PhD, DSc, LLD, DEng, 
DBA, GBM, JP 

Council Chairman 
Dr John C C Chan, GBS, JP

Council Vice-Chairman
Dr the Hon Marvin K T Cheung, SBS, JP

Treasurer of the University
Mr David Tak-Kei Sun, BBS

President 
Prof Paul Ching-Wu Chu, BS, MS, PhD, JP

Vice-President for Academic Affairs (Acting)
Prof Roland T Chin, BS, PhD

Vice-President for Business and Administration
Prof Yuk-Shan Wong, BA, MSc, PhD, BBS, JP

Vice-President for Research and Development 
(Acting)
Prof Tony Eastham, BSc, PhD 

Technology Transfer
Tel: (852) 2358-7917         
Fax: (852) 2358-1493
Email: ttcac@ust.hk
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Photo: HKUST Sports Complex

“ My hope is that all who 
believe in Hong Kong 
will continue to believe in 
HKUST - and champion 
its cause - for the fate of 
one is tied to the future of 
the other.”

 Dr John Chan,
 Chairman of HKUST 
 University Council
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Our big dream  our little secret

“One equal temper of heroic hearts… strong in will,
	 To	strive,	to	seek,	to	find	and	not	to	yield.”	“Ulysses”	by	Alfred	Lord	Tennyson

Published by the Office of University Development and Public Affairs, April 2007

“Picking a recipient university is like picking a stock: you go by its past performance and its future return. HKUST 
is an easy pick.” —	Dr	Lee	Shau	Kee	who	donated	$400	million	in	March	2007	to	the	university

“There are few universities worldwide that have progressed as rapidly in the last 15 years as your university.”
	 —	Prof	William	B	Lacy,	Vice	Provost,	University	of	California,	Davis

“I salute President Chu and his team for having had the idea for the Institute for Advanced Study, and the courage 
to implement it… a brilliant project worthy of Hong Kong.”—	Dr	Helmut	Sohmen,	Chairman,	Bergesen	Worldwide	Limited

“The education my wife and I received here has been… invaluable. HKUST reinforces for me the notion that 
education is the key to success, not only for individuals, but also organizations and countries.”

	 —	Mr	Liu	Sing	Cheong,	alumnus/entrepreneur

“HKUST has impressed me enormously with its strong commitment to promoting research excellence, nurturing 
talents… locally, nationally and globally.”— the late Dr Fok Ying Tung 

“HKUST’s academic success within a dozen or so years is truly awe-inspiring… It is well-positioned to play a 
pivotal role in the nation’s new strategic development.”—	Chinese	Ministry	of	Science	and	Technology
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