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  Issue 17     January 2007

New PG programs launched 
in 2006/07  

The following new PG program and 
concentration have had their first intake of 
students in the 2006/07 academic year:   

 
 Master of Science program in 

Mathematics (Financial Mathematics 
and Statistics) 

 
 Nano Science and Technology 

Concentration in the Master of 
Philosophy and Doctor of Philosophy 
programs in Chemistry  
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Plan your submissions 
ahead to avoid 
disappointment 

If your school/department is planning to 
revise the curriculum of your PG 
program(s) or launch a new PG program, 
you may wish to note that the Committee 
on Postgraduate Studies (CPS), at its 
September meeting, has resolved that in 
order to provide enough time for the PG 
Secretariat to review the papers, starting 
from its November meeting, papers must 
reach the PG Secretariat no later than 
eight working days before a CPS meeting 
is held.  Late submission may be deferred 
to the next meeting.  Schools and 
departments are requested to observe the 
new deadlines closely and submit papers 
on time. 

To help schools and departments better 
plan their curricular submissions to CPS, 
the meeting dates of CPS and Senate for 
Spring Semester, 2006/07 are provided as 
follows: 

CPS meets on … Senate meets on … 

Wed, 17 Jan 2007 Tue, 6 Feb 2007 

Wed, 14 Mar 2007* Fri, 13 Apr 2007 

Wed, 16 May 2007* Wed, 20 Jun 2007 

Wed, 11 Jul 2007*  

* Tentative  



PG UPDATE – ISSUE 17  January 2007 

http://www.ust.hk/vpaao/pg/  P.2  

Membership of the 
Committee on Postgraduate 
Studies  

The Committee on Postgraduate Studies 
(CPS) was established by the Senate to 
advise and make recommendation to the 
Senate on policies and regulations and 
monitor and review procedures, quality 
and performance relating to postgraduate 
studies.  Members on CPS include faculty 
and student representatives from the four 
schools.  As of 10 January 2007, the 
membership of CPS is as follows: 

Chairman: 
Prof Yue Kuen KWOK (MATH) 

Member and Secretary, ex-officio: 
Prof Ting-Chuen PONG (AVP-AA(PG)) 

Members: 
Science – 

Prof Zhenguo WU (BICH) 
Prof Andrew Miller (BIOL) 

Engineering –  
Prof Zongjin LI (CIVL) 
Prof Kei May LAU (ECE) 

Business & Management – 
Mr. Chris C.O. TSANG (Assoc Dir / MBA) 
Prof Rami ZWICK (Dir of MPhil/PhD) 

Humanities & Social Science – 
Prof Min ZHANG (HUMA) 
Prof Virgil K. Y. HO (HUMA) 

DARR, ex-officio –  
Mr Robert BRASHEAR 

One postgraduate student each from the 
four schools – 

Science – Mr WONG Kin Chiu 
Engineering – Miss WANG Ting 
Business & Management – Vacant 
Humanities & Social Science –  
Miss CHU Siu Fan 

Special library services for 
PGs 

The Library offers many services to assist 
PG students with their studies, research, 
and thesis preparation:  

 

 Consultation with Reference      
subject librarians for effective             
search and research strategies: 
http://library.ust.hk/serv/research.html 
 

 Guide to searching Library databases: 
http://library.ust.hk/info/db/dbguides.html 

 
 Computing support in the 

Information Commons (IC) using 
high-end PCs with advanced 
software and multimedia 
applications:  
http://library.ust.hk/serv/ic/   
 
It also has a general computer 
laboratory. In addition to work 
spaces for collaboration, the IC also 
provides assistance for technical 
support. Access for database of 
HKUST Electronic Theses: 
http://lbxml.ust.hk/th/main.html 

Students are encouraged to submit their 
theses electronically for faster access in 
the library catalog and world-wide 
indexing by sending the completed theses 
to:  http://lbxml.ust.hk/ths/ths_submit.pl 

For research assistance, please contact: 
lbref@ust.hk 

For E-thesis assistance, please contact: 
lbsystem@ust.hk 
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New PG pamphlets now 
available 

Beginning with the 2006/07 admissions 
exercise, in place of giving out 
information booklets on PG programs 
offered by various academic units, a set of 
departmental PG pamphlets has been  
available to potential applicants.  They 
contain essential information on the 
research focuses of the unit, a list of PG 
programs offered and the general 
admissions requirements.  The production 
work for PG pamphlets 2007/08 has been 
completed in early December.  

 

PG studies portal updated 

The PG studies homepage 
(http://www.ust.hk/pgstudies) has recently 
been revised to facilitate potential 
applicants to access detailed up-to-date 
information on PG programs, as well as 
research focuses, facilities, courses, 
academic staff and profile, admission 
requirements, financial assistance, and 
application procedures. 

Essential statistics on PG 
enrollment 

2006/07  
(as at 30 Sep 2006) 

Headcount Full time 
equivalent

RPg 1213 1146 

TPg (UGC-funded) 99 73 

TPg (self-financing)  1952* -- 

Total 3264 1219 
 
* Part-time: 1,532 

Full-time:    420 

Phasing out of UGC-funded 
TPg programs 

As reported in previous issues of PG 
UPDATE, except for continuing students, 
funding for all taught postgraduate (TPg) 
programs under UGC auspices will cease 
by the end of the 2005-2008 triennium.   

The last three UGC-funded TPg programs 
have had their respective final intake in 
2006/07.  These programs are:   

  MSc in Bioengineering 
 MSc in Biotechnology 
 MSc in Materials Science and 

Engineering (Full-time only) 
 
From 2007/08 academic year onward, all 
TPg programs will operate on a self-
financing mode. 
 
 

Sharing of good practice 

An applause to the Department of Biology 
for their good practice in drawing PG 
students’ attention to the Academic 
Honor Code.  The Department sent an 
email to PG students in June to remind 
them of the Academic Honor Code, which 
reads: 

“Students are encouraged to publish in 
scientific journals during their course of 
study.  Academic integrity and honesty 
are critical values in upholding HKUST’s 
reputation as a community of scholars.  
The Department follows the University 
guidelines in practicing “Academic Honor 
Code”.  All students who join HKUST 
must subscribe to this code.  Plagiarism is 
strictly   forbidden.    The   University,  the  
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department and the student’s supervisor 
retain all intellectual property rights other 
than the copyright.  These rights include 
innovations and data generated from 
works conducted at HKUST that will be 
used in patent application or publication.  
If patent application or publication 
involves work jointly conducted with 
other students or co-workers, the author 
has to obtain prior consent from these 
colleagues.” 

It is hoped that other departments will 
follow suit in publicizing the Academic 
Honor Code. 

To find out more about issues related to 
academic integrity and the regulations 
governing student discipline,             
please visit this webpage: 
http://www.ust.hk/vpaao/intergrity.   

 

PG housing shortage  

In recent years, because of a steady 
increase in the number of full-time PG 
students (especially TPg students), 
demand for PG on-campus 
accommodation has exceeded supply.   

To alleviate the housing problem, 
departments, program offices and schools 
should inform students of TPg programs 
of the severe housing shortage, and as 
such they may not be provided with on-
campus accommodation.   

Departments and program teams of TPg 
programs should also take into 
consideration the housing issue if there 
are plans to recruit students who may 
need accommodation.  

A matter of integrity  

A recent court case brought up by the 
Independent Commission Against 
Corruption (ICAC) involved a PhD 
student of one of our sister institutions.  
The student tried to bribe her course 
instructor into illegally showing her 
contents of an examination question paper.  
She was convicted and sentenced to 6 
months’ imprisonment.  

Academic integrity is basic to every 
member of a higher education institution, 
whether as a student or as staff member.  
It goes without saying that there should 
be no place for bribery in whatever form 
and for whatever reason, among people in 
educational institutions with our lofty 
ideals of preparing future generations to 
serve the community as law-abiding, 
useful citizens.  

As University members we rely on one 
and all among our staff and students to 
observe and uphold the highest standards 
of academic integrity, whether in research, 
in studies, or in any other aspect of 
scholastic life.  

 

 

 
COMMENTS WELCOME! 

This newsletter has been prepared by 
the PG Secretariat, Office the Vice-
President for Academic Affairs.  Please 
send us an email at pgsec@ust.hk if you 
have any feedback or suggestions on 
this newsletter.  
 


