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P r e s i d e n t ’s M e s s a g e

am very pleased to present to you the Genesis-
HKUST Newsletter in its new format. A university is a
close-knit community, with shared values, activities,

and memorable moments. Its in-house publication
functions like a village well, where we come together
periodically to chat, celebrate and bond. The outside
community also gets an inside view of life on campus.

The revamped Genesis-HKUST Newsletter is driven by
this underlying idea of community identity. To this end, a
new Editorial Advisory Board has been established, made
up of representatives from various academic units.
Participation is the watchword, for in the end, a journal is
only as good as its reading community makes it.

I hope therefore that you will all pitch in, with your ideas,
or better still, your written pieces, so that the Genesis-
HKUST Newsletter will become the distinctive voice of
the community.

President Paul Chu

Genesis-HKUST Newsletter Foreword by the President
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F r o n t & C e n t e r

he Lee Shau Kee Foundation Limited has gener-
ously pledged a donation of HK$ 400 million to the
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

(HKUST) in March 2007 to support the University’s devel-
opment as a global leader in education and research.

At the cheque presentation ceremony, Dr Lee Shau Kee
said, “HKUST aspires to become a world premier intel-
lectual center. I hope my donation will help the University
realize this goal so that more talented individuals will
have the opportunities to receive its quality education.
Eventually, this will benefit the whole community.”

Donations Likened to Investment Decisions

Dr Lee Shau Kee, dubbed by some as “Asia’s Warren
Buffet” for his uncanny knack of picking winners among
equities in recently years, likened donations to picking

investments. “Picking a recipient university is like picking
a stock: You go by its past performance and its future
return. HKUST is an easy pick,” said Dr Lee, adding that
he was touched by President Paul Chu’s determination to
make HKUST a world-class university.

HKUST Council Chairman Dr John Chan expressed his
profound gratitude to Dr Lee for his magnificent donation.
“We are indeed fortunate to have such a great partner.
This magnificent gift signifies Dr Lee’s strong endorse-
ment of HKUST’s mission of excellence,” Dr Chan said.

President Paul Chu said Dr Lee’s donation would enable
the University to pursue a range of initiatives and would
benefit HKUST students enormously in the transition to a
four-year undergraduate curriculum that will be intro-
duced in 2012.

New Campus to Accommodate the Surge
in Student Numbers

In recognition of Dr Lee’s generous support, the University
will name its new campus now being developed the
“Lee Shau Kee Campus”, and name a building on the
new campus that would house the HKUST Business
School and other academic units the “Lee Shau Kee
Business Building”, and honor Dr Lee as a Founding
Patron of the Institute for Advanced Study at HKUST.

The new campus of HKUST is located on higher ground
from the main campus. It is scheduled for opening in
2012, to tie in with the conversion to the 4-year degree
system. The number of students at HKUST is expected
to increase by as much as one-third by the time the four-
year degree program is in place in 2012. Infrastructure
developments are essential to accommodating the surge
in student numbers.

T
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A $400 Million Donation
Gets HKUST Closer to its Dream

Aldous Leonard Huxley once said,
“After the verb to love, to help is the most

beautiful verb in the world”. This is very true.

Dr Lee Shau Kee donates HK$400 million to HKUST
Dr John C C Chan and President Paul Chu express their deepest gratitude
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The “Lee Shau Kee Campus” is
located atop the main campus
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Ten Questions on 3-3-4 for

Prof Roland Chin

The transition to a four-year undergraduate program is the biggest challenge facing
universities in Hong Kong. Genesis-HKUST Newsletter asks Vice-President for Academic
Affairs (Deputy to the President) Prof Roland Chin what HKUST is doing in preparation for
this change.

Genesis: What would you do with the additional under-
graduate year?

Roland: It is not about what to do with an extra year of
teaching and learning. It is not about replacing one year
of secondary school with Year 1 at HKUST. It is about
rethinking the whole learning experience for students.
The additional year will become an integral part of our
students’ 4 years of undergraduate experience. The
change will be fundamental and holistic, not incremental.

Genesis: What are the guiding principles when you re-
think the 4-year program?

Roland: We heed what the society expects of our
graduates. They expect our graduates to be academically
superior, critical thinkers, citizens with broad-based
knowledge and global outlook, and committed members
of the community. In other words, we want our students
to receive a “whole person” education at HKUST.

Genesis: What does this “whole person” concept exactly
mean in practice?

Roland: For example for our engineering students, we
see them more than just professional engineers but
knowledgeable citizens who know finance and econom-
ics to understand corporate finance and geopolitical
issues, who can also sensibly debate Hong Kong’s demo-
cratic reform, and who can engage in intelligent exchange
with friends and colleagues on Paul Cézanne’s oil paint-
ings and Barack Obama’s political platform.

Genesis: That sounds a tall order for an undergraduate.

Roland: Our globalized community demands nothing less
than that. Our graduates need to be competent special-
ists, broad-thinking generalists, and life-long learners with
strong core competence in quantitative reasoning, critical
thinking, communication skills, and cultural diversity.
These are the goals of our four-year program.

Genesis: What other specific differences would there be
compared with what our undergraduates are doing now?

Roland: Under a four-year program, self-directed learning
would begin early in freshman year, with the focus on
research and projects, and the development of learning-
to-learn skills. They are also free to sample courses that
excite them before they choose a major. These are the
only ways to prepare our students for today’s world.

Genesis: How do you develop cultural awareness?

Roland: Knowledge of different cultures would both be
taught in our core program and also be integrated into
the curriculum and everyday campus life as our faculty
and student population become increasingly international.
Our students would have plenty of opportunities to
interact and learn from students from overseas. A four-
year program would also give each and every undergrad-
uate a chance and choice to study abroad on exchange,
or an internship away from Hong Kong.

F a c e t o F a c e
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Genesis: How about co-curriculum, or what we used to
call extra-curricula activities?

Roland: There will be a strong co-curricular program
which would be partially away from campus - for exam-
ple, study abroad programs and internship programs. In
addition, some would be community-oriented. Science
students, for example, may want to help build a village
bridge on the Mainland, and business students may
teach English in community centers.

Genesis: Interdisciplinary is a trend in higher education.
Would it feature prominently in our 4-year program?

Roland: We have been planning for a school for interdis-
ciplinary studies for 2 years since we designed our
Strategic Plan 2005-2020. Interdisciplinary programs
would better prepare students for multi-faceted problems
in real life. Health care and biomedical sciences, for
example, must address air pollution issues, which in turn
are linked to energy production, which then leads to
chemistry, engineering, and finance.

Genesis: But most professors are trained as specialists,
each in a single discipline.

Roland: This is a challenge. We could break down
interdisciplinary barriers by joint development of

curriculum that would utilize expertise from various
academic departments and disciplines. We could also
practice team teaching and team supervision of students.
Many of our professors are very open minded and are
eager to launch into new areas. I am sure we would be
able to innovate and produce many good interdisciplinary
programs for our students.

Genesis: How will 3-3-4 facilitate Hong Kong’s endeavor
to become a regional education hub?

Roland: Universities worldwide from Asia, Europe, the
US are reinventing themselves. The oil-rich countries of
the Middle East are pouring their oil money into universi-
ties, realizing that knowledge output has outpaced oil as
the key driver of socioeconomic progress. Many Asian
countries are doing the same to transform themselves
into a knowledge-based society.

Hong Kong’s modest cluster of 8 UGC-funded institutions
with a total of 43,500 undergraduates and less than
4,000 faculty members looks ill-equipped to begin the
daunting task of transforming the territory into an educa-
tion hub, or to produce enough manpower to fuel the
knowledge-based transformation. But the 4-year program
certainly helps Hong Kong to move one step closer to
our desired destination.
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Mapping Real Time Air Quality in a Marathon

UST Co-develops the World’s First Dynamite-fishing Detection System

T

ish blasting, a destructive fishing
method, is illegal in Hong Kong but
it is still practised in the Hong Kong

and nearby waters. HKUST commits its
efforts to environmental protection and
has close co-operation with World Wide
Fund (WWF) and Teng Hoi Conservation
Organization (Teng Hoi). The three parties
co-developed the world’s first dynamite-
fishing detection system which has now
been installed under the water of WWF’s
Marine Life Center in Hoi Ha Wan.

A press conference was held on March 14
co-organized by WWF, HKUST and Teng
Hoi to announce the findings recorded by
the detection system. The result was
shocking, as a total of eight blast events
were recorded in the three months be-
tween November last year and February
this year.

Dr Vincent Li, Project Manager of Design
and Manufacturing Services Facility of
HKUST, urged the fishermen to abandon
this inconsiderate method as the harvest
they could get would be very little and it
would definitely destroy the marine life and
reefs. He hoped that the figures the sys-
tem generated would provoke the Govern-
ment departments concerned into taking
action in combating these illegal activities.

F

L o c a l

he Hong Kong Standard Chartered
Marathon was successfully held
on March 4. The Mobile Real-time

Air Monitoring Platform (MAP), developed
by researchers at HKUST, was invited to
measure air quality on track this year.

A unique tool to take up this noble duty,
MAP was designed and developed in 2000
with a grant of HK$12.3 million from the
Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust.

This is the first time MAP participated in
the Marathon and also the first time in a
marathon that on-road air quality was
measured. Unlike existing fixed air moni-
toring stations, MAP provides flexibility
and can make air quality monitoring
anywhere accessible by road.

Prof Chak K Chan, Professor and Associ-
ate Head of HKUST Chemical Engineering
Department shared his happy memories
in the Marathon and said that MAP did a
great job and provided the organizers with
valuable air quality information on that day.

The dynamite-fishing detection system being installed by HKUST and its partners
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Protecting Intangible Cultural Heritage

he protection of historical sites
has drawn public attention. But
intangible cultural heritage items

such as the Fire Dragon Dance, Lion
Dance, and Cantonese Opera are equally
worthy of protection. The Humanities Divi-
sion of HKUST was commissioned by the
Government to track and record the pres-
ervation and implementation of Hong
Kong’s intangible cultural heritage .

As China is one of the signatories of the
UN Convention for the Safeguarding of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage, effective
from April last year, major provinces in
China have started the work of listing
important intangible cultural heritage
items. Guangdong is among the pioneers
in making its own inventory of almost 80
items.

Dr Liu Tik-sang, Associate Professor of the
Humanities Division of HKUST, points out
that intangible cultural heritage is closely
related to traditional and local community,
comprising traditional practices, activities,
skills and sites. Based on the Guangdong
list, he led a team to keep a record of
these activities, skills and customs, and
how these are practised and passed down
the generations in Hong Kong.”

Dr Liu emphasizes the significance of pre-
serving cultural heritage in the accelerated
process of urbanization. “Many traditional
practices and techniques will face extinc-
tion without preservation. Beautiful Tai O
Village has given us not only its unique
scenery but also the techniques used by
the Tai O fishermen to make a living, such
as fish catching, net-weaving, sea tides
forecast .They are invaluable heritage wor-
thy of preservation.,” Dr Liu elaborates.

Dr Liu adds that Hong Kong traditional
practices have a distinct local flavor
despite their similarity to those of Guang-
dong. “The religious practices have been
protected under the freedom of religion
policy of the colonial government. Against
this, the Mainland banned religious
observances after the Liberation,” Dr Liu
explains.

Thus, a variety of Hong Kong-styled tradi-
tional practices have been developed. For
example, “Poonchoi” (a large basin of
food serving a table of over ten people) is
offered in large feasts held by the rural
community for religious celebrations. The
cuisine has evolved into a special treat for
urban families. The “Tai Ping Ching Chiu”, a
festive activity held in the New Territories
and on outlying islands such as Cheung-
chau, takes the form of a large-scale
“religious procession”.

Dr Siu-woo Cheung, another leader of the
project and Associate Professor of Humani-
ties Division, points out that although the
team has finished 70% of the list , the
confirmation of the list, the format of
records, the protection of the listed herit-
age need further discussion. Dr Liu adds
that the government should solicit views
from the community and experts for
formulating a reasonable and sustainable
policy of preservation. In the meantime,
to enhance young people’s understanding
and awareness of heritage protection, the
Humanities Division has launched educa-
tional programs for them.

The Humanities Division of HKUST has
devoted research work to regional com-
munities and their preservation. Dr Liu is
recognized as an expert in the research of
local community of Sai Kung. Under his
leadership, the South China Research
Center located in Nansha has been work-
ing on the data collection of local history
of the Pearl River Delta Region.
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Impressive Results Recorded for the
First Putonghua Proficiency Test

Ground Breaking Ceremony for PKU-HKUST Shenzhen Medical Center

n recognition of the increasing impor-
tance of Putonghua, HKUST signed an
agreement with the State Language

Commission in August, 2006, thus estab-
lishing its status as an authorized center
of the Putonghua Proficiency Test. The first
batch of the tests took place at HKUST in
March, with a 94% pass rate of the 87
candidates, of which 13.79% attaining a
Class One, 17.24% attaining a Class Two
and 63.22% a Class Three. Ms Tam Shing
CChhuu, a LLaanngguuaagge Centre Putonghua teacher

who was involved in administering the
test, found the “Reading Aloud” part most
challenging to candidates, when their
control of rhythm and intonation could be
adversely affected by their own mother
tongue, i.e. Cantonese. She advised candi-
dates to do more practice on Putonghua
rhythm and intonation, and to relax and go
slowly during the test.

I

he ground breaking ceremony of
the Academic Building for the
PKU-HKUST Shenzhen Medical

Center held on 26 January this year marks
an extensive collaboration between the
Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology (HKUST) and its Mainland part-
ners in technology development and
nurturing senior professionals.

The University’s collaboration with its
Mainland partners dates back to August
1999 when the University entered into a
joint venture agreement with Peking Uni-
versity (PKU) and the Shenzhen Municipal
Government to establish the PKU-HKUST
Shenzhen-Hong Kong Institution Industry,
Education and Research (IER) Base.

“Through the extensive collaboration with
PKU and Shenzhen Municipal Govern-
ment, the Medical Center promises to be
a powerhouse for medical research and
training. It is not only giving us space, it is
giving us valuable space where universities
and the Shenzhen government can fruit-
fully interact. Upon completion, the Medical
Center will provide advanced facilities
for medical teaching and learning, research

and development with a boost in capability“,
said Prof Y S Wong, Vice-President for
Administration and Business at HKUST.

T

N a t i o n a l

The ground breaking ceremony of PKU-HKUST Shenzhen Medical Center
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Center Gears Up

for Promoting Digital Life

Capitalizing on outstanding IT
research at HKUST and drawing
on the advantages provided by

HKUST Fok Ying Tung Graduate School in
Nansha, the Digital Life Research Center
will be positioned as a platform for tech-
nology transfer and commercialization of
digital life products

Prof Lionel Ni, Director of the Center and
Head of Department of Computer Science
and Engineering, says that IT research at
HKUST is among the best in the world,
but the potentials of commercialization
and technology transfer of the research
have not been fully realized. The Center
set up under the Graduate School pro-
vides the ideal platform for innovation in
areas including mobile device, RFID
(Radio Frequency Identification), sensor
network and wireless communications.

“There is an ample supply of land and tal-
ents on the Mainland. The Center’s prox-
imity to the manufacturers in Pearl River
Delta allows more effective and direct
promotion of the technology developed at
the Center.”

Prof Ni adds that the Center has success-
fully applied for research funding from the
Guangdong Government for joint projects
with other Mainland academic institutes.
Cooperating with Sun Yat-sen University
at Guangzhou and Nansha IT Park, among

others, the Center has acquired 4.2 million
RMB for the research and development of
mobile phone related projects. He is
pleased that the strategic partnership has
been very successful in bringing together
parties of different strengths. HKUST
plays an important role in providing the
core technology for commercialization.

Dr Zhang Qian, Associate Director of the
Center and Associate Professor of Depart-
ment of Computer Science and Engineering,
said that there are four major projects
undertaken by the Center. They include
leveraging mobile phones into remote
control devices for digital appliances,
effective self-organizing network, effective
management of wireless network and re-
mote care for family and patients. A wide
range of applications will be developed
covering family life, entertainment, business
management and even distant diagnosis
for patients.

Two solutions will be completed and dem-
onstrated to potential investors. The first
solution enables the user to remote con-
trol a computer via a mobile phone at any
place. It is very convenient and efficient
for managers to access computers for
instant correction of presentations at any
time and place.

The self-organizing network is a “movable”
network in which each node in the network

communicates only with its immediate
neighbors. Without any support of pre-
installed network, the user can organize a
network with other people using a variety
of digital products for purposes of meet-
ing and for on-line games. “The solution
provides chances for husbands to find
partners for on-line games even when
they are accompanying their wives on
shopping trips in department stores,”
Dr Zhang said.

Digitalization is all around us. Computers, mobile phones, the Internet and
other digital products have become essential to modern life. By linking
digital devices together, a “seamless” environment will be created for a
more efficient and convenient life.The Digital Life Research Center is
established with a mission to turn the idea into reality.
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ighteen emineut speakers offered tips on how
companies and individuals should prepare for the
next decade at a management conference organ-

ized by the Kellogg-HKUST EMBA Program in celebration
of its 10th anniversary in Hong Kong in late May.

Entitled “Moving Forward in the Next Decade”, the one-
day conference was attended by over 200 business lead-
ers, academics, senior professionals, and undergraduate
students.

The Honorable Henry Tang, the then Financial Secretary
of the Government of HKSAR, was the guest of
honor. President Prof Paul Chu, Prof Donald Jacobs,
Dean Emeritus of Kellogg and Prof K C Chan, the outgoing
Dean of the HKUST Business School opened the Confer-
ence. Daniel Pink, author of international best seller “A
Whole New Mind”, The Honorable David Li, Chairman of
The Bank of East Asia, and Prof Dipak Jain, Dean of the
Kellogg School of Management were keynote speakers.

The one-day event featured two plenary sessions with
Mr Anthony Nightingale, Managing Director of Jardine
Matheson, Mr James Thompson, Chairman of Crown
Worldwide Group, Prof Ranjay Gulati of the Kellogg School
of Management, Prof Caroline Wang of the HKUST Busi-
ness School, Mr David Cunningham, President, Asia Pacific
Division of FedEx Express, Dr Lawrence Wong, former
CEO of the Hong Kong Jockey Club and Mr Peter Stein,
Hong Kong Bureau Chief, The Wall Street Journal.

Three professors, namely, Prof Ranjay Gulati and Prof
Lakshman Krishnamurthi of Kellogg and Prof Steven
DeKrey of the HKUST Business School, each chaired a
breakout session on a different topic.

E

Kellogg-HKUST EMBA
10th Anniversary Management Conference

The Honorable
Henry Tang, Chief
Secretary, the then
Financial Secretary
addresses the
forum

Speakers pose at the Conference



Globalism Challenged by Brilliant Writer

lobalism, as an article of faith, has
been deeply rooted in Hong
Kong. It is taught, preached, and

discussed in schools, within the govern-
ment and even among the mass media.
An extraordinary essayist and philosopher,
Dr John Ralston Saul, came a long way
from Canada to one of the most global-
ized economies to challenge this ortho-
doxy. Elite businessmen, intellectuals and
students were provoked into rethinking
the validity of the long-held beliefs.

Dr Saul shared his bold and insightful
views at a seminar co-organized by
HKUST and the Man Hong Kong Interna-
tional Literary Festival on 14th March. He
began by amazing the audience with the
d e c l a r i n g t h a t t h e d i s c o u r s e o n
“Globalism” was disconnected from the
reality. Vaguer and vaguer discussion on
Globalism provided support to this unchal-
lenged concept. When the theories of
Globalism were under the spotlight during
1950s to 1970s, discussions on related
topics including the rise of technology and
the economy as the determinant factor

of social advancement were specific.
However, recent arguments have toned
down the role of Globalism in economic
and social developments.

Dr Saul supported his arguments by point-
ing out that undesirable trends have
emerged in opposition to the desirable
outcomes expected by the advocates of
Globalism. The rising tide of competition,
novel ways of trade and weakening nation
states were once hopeful trends brought
about by Globalism.

The recent measures and policies under-
taken by major powers also suggest that
ideology no longer prevails. As one of the
“founders” of Globalism, the UK has
recently proposed a foreign policy that is
anti-Globalist in nature. The terms of the
policy include counter-terrorism and protec-
tion of UK economic interests

Dr Saul drew the attention of the audience
to the present state of the global econo-
my, in which the directions were unclear.
But the world has to pay attention to

unfavorable trends of mergers and acquisi-
tions. He stressed that the trends have
merely created larger structures of control,
but have actually reduced competition.

G
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G lobal

Dr Saul explains his views on the collapse of globalism
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HKUST Business School and NYU
to Launch Global Finance Program

Historic Agreement between Universities from Three Continents

KUST Business School and New
York University Stern School of
Business (NYU Stern) announced

in March the launch of a joint Master of
Science (MS) in Global Finance Program.
Both schools signed a Memorandum of
Understanding in the presence of an
honored guest, Mr Federick Ma, the
Secretary for Financial Services and the
Treasury. The program will be offered
later in November.

This Program will take one year to
complete in a part-time format. The majori-
ty of the courses will be taught on the
HKUST campus while three intensive

learning modules will take place on
NYU Stern’s campus in New York City.
Graduates will receive a diploma jointly
conferred by HKUST and NYU Stern.

This is the first time NYU Stern has
collaborated in a joint degree program
with an Asian business school. Prof
Thomas Cooley, Dean of NYU Stern
hoped that the co-operation this time
could help train future financial leaders
for Hong Kong and New York City, two
major international financial centers.

H

n “iron trinity” for research and
education was formed by three
top-ranked universities from three

continents. For the first time in its history,
HKUST is entering into a collaborative
agreement with Universitat Karlsruhe, a
top-ranked elite German research power-
house, and Carnegie Mellon University, a
premier university foremost in America for

its expertise in computer
science. The signing ceremony,
held on 1 Februar y, was
attended by Prof Paul Chu,
President of HKUST, Prof Gene
Hambrick, Director of CMU
International Development and
Prof Horst Hippler, President of
U n i ve r s i t a r Ka r l s ruhe to
strengthen collaborations in
r e s e a r ch a n d e d u c a t i o n
programs in computing and
communication technology.

The agreement signed will initially commit
the three universities for a period of three
years to collaborations in research and
education program in computing and
communication technology the bedrock
of strength for all three institutions.
Under the agreement, a center for joint
research and education cooperation will
be established.

A

Prof KC Chan (left) and Prof Thomas Cooley
( )



I n t h e U S T F a m i l y

f there is one adjective which attaches itself stubbornly
to Prof Chan Yuk Shee, it is “unassuming”. His personal
style is low-key and muted. In fact he is the embodi-

ment of the Chinese virtue of modesty. Unless you look
really hard, you may miss the heroic qualities lurking
beneath his “ordinariness”.

He also reminds me of the proverb “still waters run
deep”. In our 45-minute meeting, he speaks quietly, with-
out extravagant gestures or expressions. He does not
overwhelm. He seeps into your consciousness. You get
the distinct impression that you are talking to a man of
quiet determination who prefers speaking through his
actions.

Still youthful and lean, Prof Chan is a man in a hurry. At
the young age of 36 he became a Chair Professor in
Finance at the University of Southern California. When
drafted by HKUST to be the founding dean of its Busi-

ness School, he could boast of no administration
experience on his resume. What he offered was
off the line: a keen mind with a smart plan
cloaked in strategic principles.

His first guiding principle was to establish a
system so openly international that any scholars
joining the school could quickly identify with it
and feel at home in. This system with its objec-
tive standards for measuring scholarly excellence
became immediately attractive to scholars of inter-
national caliber.

Another bold idea saw him defy the received
wisdom among business schools in putting teaching
on the front burner. Instead, he zeroed in on laying a
solid foundation for quality research which quickly
earned the university a solid reputation.

Just as crucially, he later followed this by setting the
goal of educating high-caliber executive and managerial

talents for local and international businesses.

HKUST quickly shot up in academic esteem among the
business community. His flagship enterprise for this
strategy is the now world-renowned HKUST-Kellogg
EMBA program, the most expensive program of its kind
in Asia. In a few short years, it earned the university top-
ten rankings in the world, climbing as high as second,
and consolidating currently at the number three spot. It
has become the gold standard in executive education
within the industry, and in academic circles.

In the early days of the business school, Prof Chan recalls,
he was often frazzled in the role of a firefighter, hosing
down trouble whenever it flared up. But the firefighting
days are all behind him now. The HKUST Business School
is as good as it gets in the international arena.

Prof Chan has a transformative influence on HKUST. His
influence extends beyond being the founding dean of its
Business School. In recent years, he has been part of the
driving force for quality education as the Vice President
for Academic Affairs, providing it with an unerring radar of
bold vision and subtle wisdom.

In transforming himself into the guru of management,
Prof Chan has magically transformed the Business
School and the University. The fate of institutions is often
tied to the fate of outstanding individuals. In HKUST’s
case, it is a monumental piece of rare luck that it was
able to locate someone with his transcendental talents
and burning sense of mission.

When asked about the ingredients of HKUST’s early suc-
cess, Prof Chan replies, without a moment’s hesitation,
that they boil down to two things: purpose and passion.

He is now called to a new and even bigger mission, as
president-designate of Lingnan University. HKUST’s huge
loss is Lingnan’s timely gain. We, who are saddened by
his departure, must nevertheless rejoice in the fact that
once again, the right man has been found for the right
job.

14

A Fond Farewell, not a Goodbye:

HKUST Bids Farewell to One of its Founding
Heroes: Prof Chan Yuk Shee

I
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Prof Chan leads HKUST efforts in nurturing IT talents with
Microsoft Research Asia

Microsoft Research Asia

At Prof Chan’s farewell party,
colleagues give him their blessings



I n t h e U S T F a m i l y

rof Nelson Cue, the founding head of the Physics
Department at HKUST and currently Chair Professor
of the Department, is retiring from HKUST in June

after 17 years of dedicated work. He is a model distin-
guished academic cum leader, who has played a leading
role in a new department, a new institute and a new
program. His spirit of embracing change and taking risk
is inspirational.

Before joining HKUST, Prof Cue had had a successful
career at the State University of New York at
Albany (SUNY), USA. But he decided to relin-
quish the post of Chairman of Physics at

SUNY and go into a venture in building a first
class university in Hong Kong, a place with

Chinese ties. He took up the challenging post of
founding head and Professor of Physics on 1

July 1990, and was responsible for setting up
the undergraduate and postgraduate programs in a
short span of a year. Heavily involved in recruiting
faculty, designing curricula, and establishing laborato-
ries, he never forgot his mission - to
establish the niche research areas of
materials physics for the Department.

The Department of Physics has
excelled in the chosen areas of
research and is now among the
academically strongest in Hong Kong.
He humbly attributed the success to
the team efforts of HKUST colleagues
and the autonomy given by the senior
administrators for him to do the right
things.

He also advocated a new learning
approach for science students. His
enthusiasm in teaching drove him to
develop more innovative teaching and
learning tools. Seeing the need to

foster interaction and communi-
cat ion between teachers and
students in large classes, he invent-
ed a novel system named Personal
Response System (PRS). PRS is
now widely used across disciplines,
institutions and continents. Teachers
and learners have found it very
useful to enhance interaction,
learning and teaching. With the
help of an ex-colleague, Prof Cue
established a company called Edu-
Cue LLC for the distribution of PRS
worldwide.

The establishment of EduCue only marked the beginning
of Prof Cue’s involvement in technology transfers and
commercialization of research and inventions. He is one
of the very few academics who have been engaged in
the start up of more than one company - three to be
exact - in the HKUST Entrepreneurs Program.

The Risk-taking Career of Prof Nelson Cue
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Prof Cue leads a
challenging life at
HKUST

Prof Cue promotes online learning



He has encountered
difficulties and challeng-
es for every new posi-
tion he held at HKUST.
Venturing into unknown
areas, he succeeded in
making things happen.
Sometimes he failed.
“Any change is a risk
and an opportunity. Tak-
ing it as an opportunity
gives me energy and
makes me feel better,”
he opined, and added
“I like to inspire people,

motivate people and coordinate them to make the organi-
zation grow. I apply my motto to everyday life - be fair, be
caring and to learn life-long. I never stop learning new
things in order to truly follow this motto in communicating
with others and understanding their needs,” Prof Cue
said with a self-satisfied smile.
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Prof Cue delivers a speech
at the opening ceremony
of the Admiralty Learning
Center of HKUST College
of Lifelong Learning
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Advancing Cutting-edge

Technologies for a Better Future

Prof Ben Zhong Tang
Advancing the Material World

rof Ben ZhongTang fervently believes
that the development of new mate-
rials will bring about technological

progress. His vision of bettering human
life through innovations in materials has
driven him to pioneering research in mate-
rial science. His research focuses on the
construction of advanced materials based
on new molecules and macromolecules
constructed from acetylenic triple-bond
building blocks. His work is the key to the
understanding of the structural design of
the building blocks, exploration for robust
and “green” polymerization catalysts, and
development of new polymerization
reactions.

“Polymers assembled from triple-bond
building blocks are more advanced than

plastics used in everyday life,” Prof Tang
explained. They exhibit novel properties
including optical, electrical, magnetic and
even biological properties. They can be
used as substitutes for metals, offering a
cheaper option for electricity transmission
and other uses.

New polymers can also be developed into
organic semiconductors based on the
theory of photoluminescence. Organic
semiconductors are energy efficient mate-
rials that replace traditional materials for a
variety of applications. They can be used
for producing electrical appliances including
lighting system and displays of computers.

Published in 2001, Prof Tang’s discovery of
the novel phenomenon of aggregation-
induced emission (AIE) has provided a
new direction for research and develop-
ment of luminescent materials. Aggrega-
tion-quenched emission (AQE) has been a
generally accepted theory, posing an
obstacle in the development of lumines-
cent molecules into technically useful
materials. ProfTang discovered the opposite
phenomenon in which the aggregation of
molecules induces emission, instead of
quenching emission. The findings have
inspired more scientific research on
related topics, eliminating the obstacles
on the way for developing luminescent
molecules into specialty materials.

Prof Zikang Tang
A Man Who Stands Tall Behind
the Smallest Nanotube

he fabrication of single-walled
carbon nanotubes (SWNTs) is one
of the most important and fast-

growing areas around the world in the

field of nanotechnology. SWNTs exhibit
extraordinary physical properties, leading to
new research areas and novel applications.

In 2000, Prof Zikang Tang and his collea-
gues took the lead to fabricate the world’s
smallest SWNTs using microporous zeolite
single crystals as hosts. The SWNTs meas-
ured only 0.4 nm in diameter, or 75,000
times narrower than a single human hair,
representing a theoretical limit for the size
of a SWNT. That they are highly aligned and
uniform in size is essential for future exper-
imental investigation. A year later, Prof
Tang and his team were the first to discover
that below 15 degree K (absolute 0 degree
K equals to -273 degree C) the 0.4 nm
single-walled carbon nanotubes exhibit
one-dimensional superconductivity.

Prof Tang’s scientific breakthroughs have
taken the scientific world by storm. The
discoveries were recognized for paving the
way for the exploration of carbon nano-
tubes’ optical and electrical properties and
opening up tremendous prospects for
nanotube applications. Carbon nanotubes
can serve as building blocks for electronic
devices, offering potential advantages in
terms of size, cost and efficiency.

Freed from administrative and teaching
duties by the fellowship, Prof Tang will
focus on the research on SWNTs. He and
his team are working hard to break their
own record by fabricating even smaller
SWNTs. “The motivation of our research is
to shed light on unexplored areas of nano
science, and to explore new properties and
functions of the novel electronic systems
for nano technology applications,” said Prof
Tang.

P
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Material science and nanotechnology are
among the fastest-growing and most
important research areas in the 21st
century with a mission to bring
betterment to human life.Two HKUST
scientists whose research has advanced
the theory and practice in these two areas
are Prof Ben ZhongTang, Professor of
Chemistry, and Prof ZikangTang, Professor
of Physics. In March, both were awarded
the Croucher Senior Research Fellowships.

As recipients of this prestigious fellowship,
Prof Ben ZhongTang and Prof ZikangTang
are entitled to be relieved of their teaching
and administrative duties for one year in
order to concentrate their efforts on full-
time research.

Prof Ben Zhong Tang’s research focuses on
the development of advanced materials
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Prof Zikang Tang
and his colleagues

fabricate the
world’s smallest

single-walled
carbon nanotubes
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r Irene Man-Chi Lo of the
Department of Civil Engineer-
ing has been honored with a

prestigious international award for her
work in finding out a solution to under-
ground pollution on Danish soil.

Dr Lo, together with her former PhD
student and her research partners in
Denmark, has been selected by the
American Society of Civil Engineers
(ASCE) for the 2007 Samuel Arnold
Greeley Award in recognition of their
outstanding paper “Field Monitoring
of a Permeable Reactive Barrier for
Removal of Chlorinated Organics,”
published in the February 2006 issue
of the Journal of Environmental
Engineering.

She is one of only three Chinese recip-
ients ever to have received this honour
since the award was established in
1968. The award ceremony took place
on 15 May 2007.

“It is my honour to receive this international award. It also
provides a golden opportunity for knowledge exchange
between Hong Kong and Denmark in environmental
engineering,” Dr Lo said.

Dr Lo is also recognized as an outstanding teacher, voted
the winner of HKUST’s 2006 Michael G Gale Medal for
Distinguished Teaching which is annually awarded to the
faculty member who best exemplifies the devotion to
teaching and the ability to inspire and motivate students.

D

Dr Lo Remedies Underground Pollution in Denmark

Dr Irene Lo’s innovation successfully turned a land area in Denmark with polluted groundwater to satisfactory level by applying
tracer study in the technology of Permeable Reactive Barrier



rof Zhang Mingjie of the Department of Biochemis-
try has spent over 10 years researching signaling in
the brain. He was awarded the second prize of the

National Nature Science Award for his discovery of how
nitric oxide is produced -- a process significant to the un-
derstanding of the causes of stroke, for which there is
currently no cure.

Signaling in the brain is mediated by a diversity of
neurotransmitters, explained Prof Zhang. Tied to these
neurotransmitters are receptors and ion-channels that
are organized into multi-protein complexes by “scaffold”
proteins. Prof Zhang’s research looks into the structural
and biochemical basis of how scaffold proteins organize
brain cell signaling complexes.

One particular scaffold protein being worked on is
designated PSD-95. Researchers are also looking closely
at the protein, nitric oxide synthase that produces nitric
oxide, a gas molecule functioning as a messenger
between brain cells under normal conditions.

On balance, all are important for the normal functioning of
the brain but when stroke occurs, loss of oxygen supply
in the brain cells causes the production of massive
amounts of nitric oxide that is toxic and in turn kills the
brain cells. If the stroke victim does not receive
treatment within 10 hours, the victim’s brain will suffer
permanent damage.

Understanding that PSD-95 and nitric oxide synthase
need to come together to produce the nitric gas, Prof
Zhang tried to find out ways to uncouple them in stroke
conditions. He discovered that a man-made peptide can
be used for uncoupling the two proteins.

As the peptide cannot be taken by humans, Prof Zhang
turned to the source of Chinese medicines for substitutes.

“Currently, there is no cure for stroke. But we believe
that what we are doing will provide very important scien-
tific findings for the development of potential stroke
treatment, at least to alleviate but potentially to cure or
reverse the effects of stroke,” said Prof Zhang. “There’s a
long way to go and it needs many scientists, clinicians
and drug companies to work together on this,” he added.
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Scientist Recognized for Raising Hopes for

Stroke Patients

Prof Zhang Mingjie is awarded
the second prize of the National
Nature Science Award

Prof Zhang Mingjie’s discovery is
significant to the development

of cure for stroke
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HKUST Spin-off Company
Wins Major Industrial Awards

HKUST Students Win the Scotiabank
International Case Competition in Canada

erception Digital, a company found-
ed by HKUST faculty members and
graduates, won major awards for

consumer product design in February
2007. The company’s latest products, an
extra small hard disk media player and an

ultra-compact hard
disk, were awarded
the 2006 Consumer
P r o d u c t D e s i g n
Award and the 2006
Consumer Product
Design Certificate of
Merit presented by
Hong Kong Awards
for Industries.

“Perception Digital is one of a few compa-
nies focused on the engineering design of
multi-media players and other digital elec-
tronic products. The awards recognize our
strength and increase our confidence in
the design of quality digital products,” Dr
Jack Lau, Chairman and Founder of
Perception Digital said.

The serial numbers of the winning prod-
ucts are PD3000 and PD1606. PD3000 is
one of the smallest hard disk media play-
ers on the market today, with its built-in
1” 8 GB hard disk that can store as many
as 5,000 MP3 songs, 16,000 pictures
and 40 hours of videos. The embedded
hard disc operation algorithm applied in
the product is a patented technology.

A team of four HKUST Business
School undergraduate students
took home the championship of

the Scotiabank International Case Competi-
tion which was organized by the Richard
Ivey School of Business at the University of
Western Ontario in Canada from March 14-
17. Competitors came from 12 schools from
Asia-Pacific, Europe and North America.

This year, the topic was about the global
expansion of India’s largest tractor manu-
facturer and its plan to set up a joint-
venture in China. Team members had to
handle complicated issues such as
integration and restructuring.

The four HKUST undergraduate students,
Leona Chow Hoi Shan, Nitika Devkumar
Gaba, Crystal Gloria Lo and Terrence Lo
Fai were commended as having excellent
standards in their presentation.
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HKUST team members at the University of
Western Ontario campus

Dr Jack Lau introduces
the winning products



K nowledge Transfer. Familiar words
in themselves, but perhaps less
familiar terminology when applied

to universities. We normally speak of tech-
nology transfer. But knowledge transfer is
broader and encompasses just about all
that a university does.

The three elements of education, research
and service are woven into the fabric of
HKUST and are inseparable. Knowledge
transfer to society is the result. We have a
responsibility to provide a good societal
return-on-investment for the substantial
public funding committed to HKUST each
year.

Education is number one. We must train
students to the leading edge of their
disciplines. We must provide them with
both depth and breadth of knowledge,
together with an ability to communicate
effectively, and be creative, innovative,
socially adept, team players, etc. Our
graduates are the greatest agents for
advancement in society.

A university must strive to do great
research - and I don’t distinguish between
fundamental/ basic and applied, but prefer
to think in terms of discipline-based and
interdisciplinary research. We must engage
both undergraduate and postgraduate
students in this process for effective
knowledge transfer. And we must publish
our research in the leading disciplinary
conferences and journals, thereby making
the results of our research available to the
rest of the world.

We encourage faculty to engage in collab-
orative and contract research, perhaps

facilitated by Hong Kong’s Innovation &
Technology Fund (ITF) and the new
Research and Development Centres. We
established HKUST R and D Corporation
Ltd as a wholly-owned subsidiary of
the University back in 1992 to assist in the
process of commercialization by contract-
ing, licensing and incubation of start-up
companies.

Entrepreneurship is an important element
of education. We need to open students’
eyes to the opportunities and the challeng-
es of being an entrepreneur. Over the past
eight years, we have introduced an entre-
preneurship seminar series, committed
space to an incubation facility, developed
a joint degree program in Technology &
Management, assisted 44 start-up compa-
nies and, more recently, developed three
joint venture companies.

So, to be effective in knowledge transfer,
a university needs to get the right balance
between education, research, publication,
collaborative and contract R&D, intellectu-
al property protection and licensing, and
formation of start-up companies and joint
ventures. We, at HKUST, are actively
engaged in all elements of knowledge
transfer and must continually strive to get
the balance right to provide a societal
return on public and private investment
that is consistent with both international
best practices and the needs of Hong
Kong and the nation’s economy.

Knowledge Transfer

Tony Eastham
Vice President for Research & Development (Acting)

E u r e k a ! - O u r S e a r c h & R e s e a r c h

Our Red Rooster with much to crow about



wo algorithms developed by HKUST Wireless
Research Team and Huawei Technologies have
been conditionally accepted for inclusion in inter-

national standards for the revolutionary 8022.22 Wireless
Regional Area Network(WRAN) system.

The WRAN is one of the major commercial applications
of Cognitive Radio.It is targeting long-range (~50 km)
wireless access. The 802.22 WRAN system is being
standardized by the Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers (IEEE), the world’s leading professional associ-
ation for the advancement of technology.

Prof Khaled Ben Letaief, Chair Professor and Head of the
Department of Electronic and Computer Engineering at
HKUST, said: “HKUST is already a world leader in the core
enabling technologies, such as microelectronics, software,
and wireless communications. HKUST’s publications in
IEEE electronic devices and wireless communications
journals have been ranked among the top 5 in the

world.The University’s research achievements will earn
Hong Kong a major role in the emerging wireless
communications market.”T
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Two Algorithms Accepted for Inclusion
in International Standards

Invention of Intelligent Streaming Gateway Granted US Patent

Prof Danny Tsang’s
research enables
efficient media
delivery

Prof Khaled
Ben Letaief

rof Danny Tsang of the Department of
Electronic and Computer Engineering, was
granted a US patent last November for his

innovative method and apparatus to enhance the
performance of delivering multimedia data from a
website server to a large number of Internet users.

The invention called “Intelligent Streaming Gate-
way” (ISG) with real-time computing algorithms
was developed by Prof Tsang and his MPhil student,
James She. ISG allows multiple users to receive a
popular streaming media data from a single server
with minimum bandwidth usage. The Internet infra-

structure equipped with this invention can enable a larger
number of users to perceive high-quality multimedia
experiences from the emerging applications such as
IPTV, IP-advertisement, e-learning, conferencing, etc.

Prof Tsang and Mr She explained, “When ISGs are distrib-
uted at various Internet locations, they form an intelligent

content delivery network for efficient media delivery. It is
no longer necessary for a separate point-to-point unicast
transmission from the media server, which leads to
duplicated deliveries of the same media data stream.”
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大生物化學系葉玉如教授，聯同她的研究小組最近在科

研上再取得突破，其研究揭示了細胞週期蛋白依賴性激

酉每 5 (Cdk5)，具有調節酪氨酸激酉每受體的信號傳導和功能的作

用，因而能夠進一步調控樹突生長和突觸（神經細胞之間的連

接點）的發育。這些研究結果詳細地闡明了突觸的工作機制，

以及對學習和記憶形成的作用。更重要的是，這些研究成果，

將對某些記憶受損的神經退行性疾病，如老年癡呆症的治療，

提供新的線索。

小組的研究成果近期在三份著名的神經科學和分子生物學期

刊─《Nature Neuroscience》，《PLoS Biology》和《PNAS》上　發

表　，並且在《Journal of Cell Biology》期刊和老年癡呆症討論會

上被再次強調。他們還對 Cdk5 在突觸功能中的重要作用進行

了綜述，論文分別發表在《Neuron》和《Biotechnology Journal》

上。

在他們的研究中，葉玉如教授及其科研小組提出了 Cdk5 對樹

突生長、樹突棘形態、神經突起在興奮性突觸位置上生長的調

節作用。神經元結構和樹突棘生長的位置，是神經系統中神經

元之間產生連接的決定性因素。樹突生長和樹突棘形態是由大

量細胞外因素決定的。葉玉如教授研究小組發現，在細胞外因

素如腦源性神經營養因子（BDNF）誘導的樹突生長和 ephrinA1

引起的樹突棘回縮過程中，Cdk5 都起到必不可少的作用。由於

樹突和樹突棘的形態決定了突觸之間連接的強度，葉教授研究

小組的研究發現表明，Cdk5 可以調控樹突和樹突棘的生長，因

此對學習與記憶有著極為重要的調節作用。

作為一名卓越的科研工作者，葉玉如教授共發表了160 餘篇科

學論文，並獲得 15 項專利。她擔任了《NeuroSignals》雜誌的主

編，並在多份國際性期刊中擔任編輯工作，包括《Journal of 

Neuroscience》和《Journal of Biological Chemistry》。葉教授傑

出的科研成就，使她獲得不少榮譽和獎項，最近，葉教授的母

校Simmons 大學，便頒授予她人文科學榮譽博士學位。
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Breakthrough Findings on Understanding 

Neurological Disorder
為神經系統疾病治療提供突破性線索

Prof Nancy Ip (seated left) with her research team  葉玉如教授 ( 前排左一 ) 和她的研究小組成員

rof Nancy Ip’s research team in the Department of 
Biochemistry has recently unraveled the essential 
role of cyclin dependent kinase 5 (Cdk5) in the 

regulation of dendritic growth and synapse development 
through the modulation of receptor tyrosine kinase 
signaling and functions. These findings have important 
implications in delineating the precise mechanisms by 
which synapses, connections between neurons, are fine 
tuned to facilitate learning and memory formation. More 
importantly, their observations may prove insightful for 
the development of therapeutic treatments for neurode-
generative diseases such as Alzheimer’s disease where 
memory formation is impaired.

Their discoveries were recently published in Nature 
Neuroscience, PLoS Biology and Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences (USA), prestigious journals 
in the field of neuroscience and molecular biology. Their 
findings were highlighted in the Journal of Cell Biology 
and Alzheimer Research Forum. They were also invited 
to review the important role of Cdk5 in synapse function 
in Neuron and Biotechnology Journal.

In their studies, Prof Ip and her team revealed the pivotal 
role of Cdk5 in the regulation of dendrite growth and mor-
phogenesis of spines, protrusions on dendritic processes 
where most excitatory synapses are located. Neuronal 
architecture and the location of spine growth are important 
determining factors of how connections among neurons 
are wired in the nervous system. Regulation of dendrite 
growth and spine morphology is guided by a number of 
extracellular cues. Remarkably, Prof Ip and her team dis-
covered that Cdk5 is required for the induction of dendritic 
growth and spine retraction induced by extracellular cues 
brain-derived neurotrophic factor (BDNF) and ephrinA1, 
respectively. Since dendrite and spine morphology 
contributes to determining the strength of synaptic con-
nections, findings from Prof Nancy Ip's team implicate 
Cdk5 in the regulation of learning and memory through 
their actions on dendrite and spine growth.

As a highly accomplished researcher, Prof Ip has publish-
ed more than 160 scientific papers and holds 15 patents. 
She is the editor-in-chief of NeuroSignals and serves on 
the editorial boards of several international journals, 
including the Journal of Neuroscience and the Journal 
of Biological Chemistry. Prof Ip has garnered many 
awards and honors for her scientific contributions. Most 
recently, she was awarded the honorary degree of Doctor 
of Humane Sciences, by her alma mater, Simmons College.
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“Why we are here?” Book Launch Ceremony
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The Opening of The Hong Kong
Jockey Club Enterprise Center

he research and development
capabil ity of the Hong Kong
University of Science and Tech-

nology (HKUST) has received a major
boost from mid-April with the opening of
The Hong Kong Jockey Club Enterprise
Center (the Center).

The Center will enable the University to
better fulfill its mission of contributing to

Hong Kong’s economic development
through applied research and technology
transfer.

Along with the formal opening of the Cen-
ter was the dedication of four newly
named lecture theaters within the Center.
They are named after Dr Chiang Chen, Mr
and Mrs Lee Siu Lun, Madam Lung Law
Pui Yu and Mr Lung Kai Lam individually, in

honor of their generous
donations to HKUST.

Speaking at the ceremony,
Mr David Eldon, Deputy
Chairman of The Hong Kong
Jockey Club, said this new
Center symbolized not only
past accomplishments in
grooming technological
entrepreneurs, but also
uture opportunities for

greater success. He looked forward to see-
ing more synergies created through the
university’s collaboration with the industry,
which, in turn, would bolster Kong Kong’s
economic future.

year ago in June, Hawking fever
spread over Hong Kong. After the
IAS inaugural lecture entitled

“Origin of the Universe” delivered by Prof
Stephen Hawking at the HKUST, Hong
Kong people began getting immersed in
reading popular science books.

In order to extend the public’s passion
towards the origin of universe and life,
HKUST joined hands with the prestigious
publisher, the Commercial Press, in
launching a series of popular science
books..

HKUST and the Commercial Press jointly
held the book launch ceremony on Febru-
ary 27 at the Hong Kong Science Muse-
um. As one of the officiating guests, Prof

Paul Chu, HKUST President, shared his
dreams on scientific discoveries and
the exploration of the meaning of life.

Prof Michael Wong, Professor of
Department of Physics, is one of the
co-authors of the book. He said that Prof
Hawking’s positive thinking towards life
inspired him and many others. Prof Hawk-
ing was also remarkable for his willing-
ness to discuss his studies with other
scientists and keen to promote popular
science.

T
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KUST staged a “Dive off - Clean up - Chip in”
event on Sunday, 3 June 2007 to help clean up
the seabed off its campus.

It was a sunny morning for scuba diving. About 50 faculty
members, students, and alumni took the plunge to help
clean up the underwater and coastal areas off the campus.
In doing so , they also raised funds for the public education
program of the Coastal Marine Laboratory at HKUST.

For this event, President Paul Chu had been undergoing
vigorous scuba training during weekends to get his diving
certificaton as a qualified scuba diver. Vice President
Roland Chin also took part in this meaningful event.

President Paul Chu bravely made his maiden plunge and
surfaced after 30 minutes with a bag full of trash. The rot-
ten cables, plastic bottles, carpets and mobile chargers
did not interfere with President Chu’s enjoyment of the
beautiful coral and sea cucumbers while underwater.

Encouragingly, over HK$500,000 was raised in donations
for the Laboratory.The money will help the Coastal
Marine Laboratory to achieve its goal of showcasing its
magnificent collection to the public, and in particular
primary and secondary school students. Prof Qian Pei-yuan,
Director of the Coastal Marine Laboratory, said, “The
laboratory has more varieties of local marine life than the
Ocean Park. In the category of bacteria
alone, its has more than 1,000
samples.”

“Our next generation needs
education to learn more about
the beauty of our marine
world and how to protect it,”
Prof Qian said.

H

Dive off - Clean up -
Chip in Campaign
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President Paul Chu (fourth from
left) and the scuba divers toast
the success of the dive

President Paul Chu makes
his maiden plunge
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o encourage outstanding under-
graduate students majoring in
physics to develop their research

ability and interest, President Paul Chu
and his wife Mrs May Chu made a dona-
tion of HK$1 million to nurture future
talents at the University.

Final-year student Cherry Ho Cheuk-Ting
and freshman Hong Xiaoping became
the first two recipients of the Paul and

May Chu Research Awards for Physics
Students, each receiving a cheque for
HK$50,000.

“We hope this award will give you the
extra drive for a great career in physics.
I hope to see your names among great
scientists one day”, President Paul Chu
said. “Be bold in your thinking.
Don’t be afraid to take risks.”

Miss Ho’s research project is about
Photonic Force on One Dimensional
Photonic Crystal, while Mr Hong’s is
about Multiple-Quantum-Well Light
Emitting Diode. Both of their superb
performance in research earned high
commendation from members of
the Research Awards Committee
made up of professors of the
university's Physics Department.

T

Paul & May Chu Award
for Outstanding Physics Students

Student Chan Yik Hei (ECE) was awarded “Star of Promise” in the presentation cere-
mony of “The World’s Most Influential Chinese Awards 2006” organized by Phoenix
Satellite Television Company Limited. He is the youngest awardee and the only person
from Hong Kong to receive the honor.

Chan Yik Hei Bestowed the Most Influential Chinese Award



T h e H a n d s t h a t H e l p

IAS at HKUST Receives a Major Gift from the US

he US based T. T. & W. F. Chao
Foundation has made a donation of
US$2.6 million (approximately HK$

20 million) to the HKUST early this year.
This is the first big donation from over-
seas to HKUST which will be used to set
up an Endowed Chair Professorship for
the Institute for Advanced Study (IAS).

Speaking at the cheque presentation, Mr
James Chao, son of Mr T. T. Chao, said,
“HKUST has built its world-class name as
a fine education provider and a power-
house for scientific discoveries. The Chao
Family is proud to be a partner of HKUST,
and we hope we would help IAS galvanize
top talents into playing a key role in scien-
tific innovation, and develop China into a

preeminent scientific and technology
center.”

President Paul Chu expressed
his deepest gratitude to T. T. &
W. F. Chao Foundation for its
staunch support. “The donation
signifies that HKUST’s achieve-
ments are recognized by over-

seas donors. I hope that more

philanthropists will follow the Chao Foun-
dation’s example,” President Chu said.T
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The Dedication Ceremony of Lo Ka Chung University Center

The Lo Ka Chung Charitable Founda-
t ion Limited has generously
pledged a donation of HK$ 20 mil-

lion to HKUST to support its development
in academic exellence. In recognition of
the support from Mr Lo Ka Chung, the
University Center has been named the
“Lo Ka Chung University Center”.

The dedication ceremony was held on 6
June 2007. During the ceremony, Mr and
Mrs Lo, along with President Paul Chu un-
veiled the plaque of the Center. President
Paul Chu thanked Mr Lo for his generous
donation, which enabled HKUST to realize
various plans of developments. Mr Lo Ka
Chung is a renowned industrialist who
has been a major player in the diamond

and jewel ler y
business in Hong
Kong and Singa-
pore for over 60
years.
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