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F r o n t & C e n t e r

resident Paul Chu has been appointed by the
President of the United States to the President’s
Committee on the National Medal of Science,

which selects and recommends to the US President the
recipients of the highest honor for scientific achievement
in the United States.

Established in 1959 by the US Congress and considered
the US equivalence of the Nobel Prize, the National Medal
of Science is annually awarded by the American Presi-
dent to outstanding scientists who have made significant
advancements in knowledge in the fields of physics,
biology, mathematics, engineering, sociology and other
behavioral sciences. The President’s Committee compris-
es 12 members who are outstanding scientists in the
natural and social science disciplines.

In accepting the appointment, which runs until December
2009, Prof Chu said that he was “deeply honored to be
given the opportunity to play a part in recommending
recipients from among the best scientists in the US.”

Prof Chu is himself a past recipient of the National Medal
of Science in 1988 for his scientific breakthrough in high
temperature super-conductivity. He was also named the
Best Researcher in the United States by US News and
World Report in 1990.

Out of a total 425 National Medal of Science laureates,
nine are of Chinese descent, including Prof Chu, Chen-
ning Yang (1986); Yuan-tseh Li (1986); the “Founder of
Modern Biomechanics” Yuan-cheng B Fung (2000);
winner of the Fields Medal Shing-tung Yau (1997); the
“Father of Molecular Beam Epitaxy” Alfred Y Cho (1993);
one of the greatest structural engineers of his time Tung-
yin Lin (1986); a leading differential geometer of the
twentieth century Shiing-shen Chern (1975); and the
“First Lady of Physics” Chien-shiung Wu (1975).

UST President Appointed to

US President’s Committee
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F r o n t & C e n t e r

he Chief Executive of HKSAR Donald Tsang,
along with other top officials and prominent
community leaders, joined the HKUST to

celebrate the world No 1 ranking for the Kellogg-HKUST
EMBA program at a party held on December 11, 2007.

The Kellogg-HKUST Executive MBA Program is a partner-
ship between the HKUST Business School and the
Kellogg School of Management, Northwestern University.
Established a decade ago, the program ranks No 1 in the
world in Financial Times EMBA global rankings 2007. This
is the first time a Hong Kong-based program has topped
an international ranking chart.

Also presiding at the ceremony was the Secretary for
Education Michael Suen, the Secretary for Financial Serv-
ices and the Treasury Prof K C Chan, HKUST Council
Chairman Dr John Chan, former Council Chairman Dr
Vincent Lo, Donor of the “HKUST Lee Shau Kee Cam-
pus” Dr Lee Shau Kee, and other senior University exec-
utives. The celebration, held at the Four Seasons Hotel in
Central, was attended by 400 guests.

The Kellogg-HKUST EMBA program first entered the
Financial Times global rankings in 2003 and placed 9th
that year. In addition to the top overall ranking, the pro-
gram is also listed No 1 for “work experience” of its

participants, No 2 in “international facul-
ty” and No 3 in “international students”.

There are 17 nationalities represented in
the current class of the Kellogg-HKUST
EMBA program and over 50% of the
students are based outside of Hong
Kong.

Another program, the full-time MBA
program, has been ranked by the
Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), for a
second year, as No 1 in Asia and
Australia.

One of the important parameters for
assessment in the EIU rankings is
the programs’ value creation for its
participants.

Among the world’s top 100 MBA
programs in the list EIU produces annu-
ally, 49 are from North America, 40 from
Europe and 11 from Asia and Australia.
The HKUST MBA program places 20th
on the overall list.

T
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Beaming with delight, our Chief Excutive and HKUST Chancellor Donald Tsang
enters the celebration venue accompanied by Council Chairman John Chan (2nd from left),
President Paul Chu (right) and Kellogg-EMBA Program Director Prof Steven DeKrey

Kellogg-HKUST EMBA Program

We are Number One
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Dr Lee Shau-kee (right), former Council Chairman Dr Vincent
Lo (2nd from right) and Business School’s Acting Dean Prof
Leonard Cheng exchange greetings at the party.

While HKUST’s Kellogg-HKUST EMBA
program tops the world ranking chart,
its MBA program is No 1 in Asia - a
sound cause for celebration
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ovember is an especially meaningful month on
the university calendar. It is the month of congre-
gation. This year, the graduation ceremonies took

place on the 7th, 8th and 9th. And this year, the Honora-
ble Donald Tsang, Chief Executive of the HKSAR Govern-
ment presided over the final day proceedings, conferring
honorary doctorates on the celebrated Chinese novelist
Prof Louis Cha, legendary educational philanthropist and
entrepreneur Dr William Mong Man-wai, and Nobel
Laureate in Chemistry Prof K Barry Sharpless.

A total of 1,862 students received their bachelor diplo-
mas, while 1,317 earned their master degrees, and 149
receiving their doctorates. The campus was a sea of
happy faces, as parents mingled with guests, students
and their teachers. The atmosphere was solemn yet
festive.

Of the three recipients, Prof Cha is a household name
whose novels have followed the Chinese diaspora to the
four corners of the earth. His was a rare achievement for
a man of letters. Dr William Mong, a Hong Kong hero
from zero for his merchandising miracle and generosity in
supporting educational causes, is legendary for his

product design improvements and consumer service.
Prof Sharpless’ research was considered among the
most important in the last 50 years, opening up the field
in drug safety and efficacy. All three have made a differ-
ence to our lives.

Also honored was Prof Pak-wo Leung, Associate Profes-
sor of Physics, for the quality of his teaching and pastoral
care. He received HKUST’s highest accolade in teaching,
the Michael G Gale Medal for Distinguished Teaching.
This year’s Stephen Cheong Kam-chuen Medal for Distin-
guished Service to the Student Body went to Enrico Li
Lok-wai , President of the 14th Session of Students’ Un-
ion. Under his leadership, a series of forums on campus
life and current affairs were organized, widening the hori-
zons of the students. Through him, visits were also or-
ganized to other university campuses in Asia as part of
student cultural outreach and exchange.

The University also honored outstanding teachers in the
secondary sector. The late Mr Francis Kong, a former
English teacher of Wah Yan College for 45 years, was
named “My Most Influential Teacher”, as was Miss Leung
Siu-yan, a teacher of World and Chinese History at Car-
mel Pak U Secondary School. Awardees are chosen by
students in the graduating class from full-time teachers
with a strong positive impact on their lives and studies.

In his congregation address, Prof Paul Chu exhorted the
students to live life with passion, and settle for nothing
but the best.

N

Another Bumper Crop of HKUST Graduates at the

15th Congregation
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1. IAS has been up and running for a year-and-a-half.

What has been achieved so far?

After the first elation of winning UGC backing for IAS, we
were fielding multiple issues at the same time. UGC
gave us half the construction cost and some seed funding;
the rest had to be raised. We have raised $55m in con-
struction cost from Hong Kong Jockey Club and reached
one-third of our $1.5 billion endowment goal with the
support of generous private donors. We have built up a
stellar International Advisory Committee with 11 Nobel
laureates, one Fields Medalist, one
Turin Prizewinner, and other lumina-
ries. We have organized over 30 public
talks and seminars and conducted
several highly successful workshops,
conferences, and seminar series. We
have recruited prominent scientists to
commit to regular visits at IAS to work
with our faculty in exciting new areas.
We have established a joint lab with
Paul Schimmel of Scripps to do discov-
ery research with a joint venture with
an affiliated pharmaceutical company.
We have obtained agreement from
UC Santa Barbara’s Shuji Nakamura to set up a joint lab
here as well. For the short time we have been in exis-
tence, that’s not a bad record.

2. What is the planned establishment for IAS? When

will IAS be in full strength and be fully operational?

The planned establishment is 10 permanent members,
20 visiting members, all of whom giants in their fields, 40
associate members who are very accomplished scien-
tists based in Hong Kong and the region, and 60 fellows
who are promising stars of the future. That means a full
establishment of 130, which we plan to achieve in 10
years from our inception, in 2016.

3. What are some of the most pressing issues for IAS

in the coming 12 months?

We need to work extremely hard on recruiting both per-
manent and visiting members, and to make sure that
these members work fruitfully with our faculty. We will

continue to build up joint labs and research groups with
eminent scientific centers around the world. Last but not
least, we will continue to raise funds for our endowment
that will support world-class scholarship.

4. What do you expect IAS to achieve in 5 years’

time?

In 5 years’ time the new IAS building will be sitting atop
the hill and inhabited by some glorious minds and buzzing

with intellectual activity. I have every
confidence we will have recruited 20 or
more members, permanent and visit-
ing combined, each with a cluster of
scientific activity carried out with
faculty in Hong Kong. Each cluster will
have fellows, postdocs and graduate
students working together. There will
be a wealth of workshops and confer-
ences and abundant opportunities for
informal interactions. We will have
more outreach programs for the gener-
al public, undergraduates and high
school students. Call it an intellectual

utopia, but I do believe science is of fundamental
importance to progress in human society.

5. IAS members are mostly specialists in science,

medicine and physiology. In what ways they could

help spearhead scientific discoveries in some of the

latest knowledge areas, say, environment, computer

science, or space science?

I don’t think we’ve consciously limited our membership
or activities to exclude environmental science, computer
science or space science. All the events and member-
ships are by nomination by anyone in the university com-
munity, and we’re certainly open to nominations by
academics in our sister institutions. We have had some
talks and visits by computer scientists; we had a cosmol-
ogist talk about the origin of the universe and we’re hav-
ing an astronaut talk to us about view of the world from
space. We also had some economists give talks. We did
have a proposal to invite an environmentalist, and that
remains to be finalized. If you have anyone in mind in a
field we’ve neglected, please do send in your proposal.

10 Questions on IAS for Prof Angelina Yee

F a c e t o F a c e
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6. What humanities and social science contents will

there be in IAS?

This being a university of science and technology, we are
obliged to live up to our mission of furthering the study
of science first and foremost. We cannot be everything
to everyone all at once and must choose our steps care-
fully. Having said that, I believe humanities and social sci-
ence play an indispensable role in any intellectual pursuit.
Every attempt will be made to introduce human and
social concerns in IAS activities. We have invited econo-
mists to give talks and we should certainly expand our
definition of IAS, including the notion of what constitutes
science. Our ultimate goal is to include humanities and
social science members. My dream is to have resident
philosophers, writers and performing arts groups at the
IAS, experimenting with different art forms through new
technology and ever more sophisticated ways of thinking
about life and connecting with people. But that’s a dream

7. How are you going to champion collaborative

projects across disciplines and institutions?

In our selection of projects, we prioritize those that bring
together disciplines and institutions. The advanced mate-
rials workshop co-sponsored with UC Santa Barbara is
one such example, in which physicists, chemists, chemi-
cal and electrical engineers from different parts of the
world participated. The condensed matter physics work-
shop was co-sponsored with HKU. The joint lab with
Scripps involves biochemists, mathematicians and
computer scientists. We hope to have many more such
proposals and will certainly support those co-sponsored
by our University and our sister institutions, both here
and abroad.

8. It is proclaimed that IAS is for Hong Kong and the

region, not just for HKUST. What is being done in that

direction?

We are in the process of setting up a Consultative
Committee that will include prominent academics from
our sister institutions in Hong Kong, from whose input
we hope to benefit. We will do everything we can to
encourage joint projects across institutions. We have

discussed ways of exchange and interaction with China’s
most gifted scientists with the mainland’s Ministry of
Science and Technology, Chinese Academy of Sciences,
Center for Advanced Study at Tsinghua, Zhejiang Univer-
sity and other institutions. IAS will serve as a platform for
regional, national and international research collaboration
and exchange by facilitating and setting up mechanisms
for such activity.

9. IAS’ Distinguished Lectures are all very academic.

How are you going to “excite public interest in the

latest discoveries”?

Yes, they are all academic but some are delivered with a
more general audience in mind. I hope to maintain an
even better balance. But the initiative has to come from
faculty. We call on you to help us think of ways to foster
interdisciplinary studies and promote public interest.

10. How does it feel for a humanities professor to

take up the hot seat of IAS Executive Director which

is very much science-focused?

Well, it feels like a voyage into the unknown - wonderfully
exciting, and frightfully scary. IAS was not an instantly
popular idea, so sometimes the journey feels solitary.
There is so much to do, so much to learn. I challenge
myself to at least understand the concerns of scientists.
I am always in awe of immense talent but I’m not intimi-
dated by scientists, and I don’t believe in caging our
minds. I enjoy talking to scientists for the different per-
spectives they bring and for the common links at deeper
levels. Scientists are after all human, and literature, which
is the field I’m in, is beautifully concentrated expressions
of humanity. That’s why sometimes I feel I have a great
connection with scientists, especially those who have a
broad view of the humanity of the projects they are
engaged in and the very human context in which they
work.
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Bank Leader Shares Secrets of Success

r Raymond Or, Vice-Chairman
and Chief Executive of Hang
Seng Bank, a legend in the local

banking industry for 30 years, is equally
celebrated for his positive attitude and
work ethics. At the Confluence Agora in
September 2007, he shared his life les-
sons with 400 HKUST students.

The Confluence Agora is a regular event
organized by the Student Affairs Office of
HKUST, bringing business and social
leaders to share their invaluable life and
work experiences with our students. Prof
Yuk-shan Wong, Vice-President for Admin-
istration and Business and host of the
meeting, was most gratified by the attend-
ance of over 400 participants and the
eager questions from the floor.

One question of particular interest to the
students was: How to land a job in a big
corporation? Mr Or listed out not only the
usual prerequisites that employers desire:
communication skills, presentation skills
and critical thinking abilities, but also
pointed out that being “team players”
was more important and valued than
being “star staff”.

Mr Or had another piece of advice to local
students: While it is true that graduates

from the Mainland with their Putonghua
proficiency were in great demand by local
companies seeking to further their busi-
ness on the Mainland, local students
should approach the competition from
Mainland graduates positively because
opportunit ies were emerging with
Mainland’s economic growth. As local
graduates grew in their presentation,
communication and English language
skills, employers’ confidence in local
recruits would also grow.

Getting hired is only the first step. Getting
ahead is the next big thing. In Mr Or’s
view, an employee might not get a promo-
tion just by working hard. Good timing and
good interpersonal relations all factored in
a promotion. The point he wished to un-
derscore is that in his own case, his
friendly and positive attitude helped him
climb up the ladder of success. He said:
“I have no enemies but friends. I am not a
calculating person. I simply treat any task
beyond the call of duty as a chance to
perform and increase my experiences.”

Finally, Mr Or reminded the students that
books were not the only source of knowl-
edge. They should try to learn from real
life situations. He offered an example from
his own experience, “When I was a loan

manager meeting
with entrepreneurs
from different indus-
tries, I used to learn
from them. For ex-
ample, a leader in
the garment industry
to l d me a lo t o f
th ings about the
quota issue and the
process of opera-
tions, which I could
n o t l e a r n f r o m
books.” This is the
voice of experience

from someone who has mastered the
lessons of life and turned them into factors
of career success.M

L o c a l

Raymond Or’s secrets of success get Prof Wong Yuk-shan’s attention
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ore than 50 HKUST students, alumni and staff
members took part in a “100,000m Finswim-
ming World Record Event” co-organized by

HKUST and the Hong Kong Underwater Association and
set an official Guinness World Record.

Organised to raise funds for the Community Chest and
as a prelude to the 10th Asia Finswimming Champion-
ship, the overnight marathon finswim relay took
place at HKUST’s outdoor swimming pool on 11-12
September 2007.

Despite the unsocial hours of the event,
which ran non-stop from 2 pm 11 Septem-
ber to 1 pm 12 September, many staff
members participated in the event with
their families. Prof Bert Shi from Depart-
ment of Electronic and Computer Engi-
neering, for example, joined with his wife
Ophelia and their son Elliot. Prof H S Kwok
from the same department, pitched in
with his son Eric and daughter Janet.

“Its fun!” said Prof Kwok when asked
why he joined. What delighted Prof Kwok
most was his discovery that “my daugh-
ter has so much inner energy. I was
expecting her to do 400m but she
clocked up 1200m.”

HKUST as a co-organizer of the event is grateful to its
team of witnesses - Prof Zhang Xixiang from Physics

Department, Dr Joseph Kwan and Y M Li from Health,
Safety and Environment Office, Lam Kin Lai from Facili-
ties Management Office and four Sai Kung District Coun-
cil Members. They braved the occasional rainstorms and
dutifully observed their duties of up to 4 hours - some in
the middle of the night. Hats off to them!

Involving a total of 150 participants, the event has raised
more than HK $80,000 for the Community

Chest. The created record has been sent to
the Guinness World Record Association for

an official entry into the World Guinness
Book of Record.

M

L o c a l

Prof Bert Shi (center) with
his wife Ophelia and their
son Elliot

Prof Tam Kar-yan,
new Dean of
Undergraduate
Education (4th
from left) at the
press conference

Not Your Average Marathon

HKUST Helps Set Finswim Guinness Record



N a t i o n a l

he research capability of HKUST
Fok Ying Tung Graduate School
takes a major quantum jump in

September with the opening of four
research centers and a reading and
activity room.

Since the opening of the Graduate School
in January 2007, six research centers and
two central research facilities have
become operational, with research proj-
ect applications already in the pipeline
and submitted to various government
departments concerned. To date, 12
research centers and facilities have
opened their doors, including the follow-
ing four new research centers:

. Applied Genomics Center

. Center for Bioengineering and
Biomedical Devices

. Center for Polymer Processing

. Center for Green Products and
Processing Technologies

Speaking at the opening ceremony on
6 September 2007, Prof Yu Tongxi briefed

the VIPs from across China and Hong
Kong on the progress of the graduate
school and noted that campus planning
is now complete and construction was ex-
pected to commence early next year.

The graduate school’s research capabilities
in advanced materials, biomedical technol-
ogies and environmental protection will
spearhead technological advancement in
the Pearl River Delta region.

Dignitaries officiating at the opening cere-
mony included senior Chinese Govern-
ment officials as well as Chairman of the
Fok Ying Tung Foundation Timothy Fok;
Managing Director of the Fok Ying Tung
Foundation Ian Fok; Chairman of the Fok
Ying Tung Ming Yuan Development Com-
pany Ltd Ho Ming-sze; HKUST President
Paul Chu and Dean of the HKUST Fok
Ying Tung Graduate School Prof Tongxi Yu.

.

.

.
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KUST brings to the people of Hong Kong an eye-
opening event - a rare official visit to our city by
Dayang Yihao, China’s most advanced deep-sea

research vessel.

The vessel’s 4-day visit in August 2007 attracted a total of
6000 eager visitors with its groundbreaking scientific
finds and sophisticated oceanic research equipment.
News media was also gung-ho about this visit, making it
the focal event of the summer holidays.

The visit was jointly organized by the State Oceanic
Administration of People’s Republic of China, China
Ocean Mineral Resources R&D Association, and
HKUST’s Coastal Marine Laboratory. It also received the
generous sponsorship of China National Offshore Oil Cor-
poration Limited (CNOOC), Harbour City and Habitu
Restaurant at Harbour City.

Aimed at raising public interest in marine research and
stirring a great sense of pride in the scientific advances
of the Motherland, the on-board displays featured the
first-ever scientific discovery of hydrothermal vent by the
vessel after its 220-day circumnavigation of the globe.

The on-board tours of the vessel were oversubscribed by
10 times on the very first day of on-line registration. On
the day of its arrival, Dayang Yihao received a stirring wel-
come at the Ocean Terminal, where it was docked from
10 to13 August. Inclement weather did not dampen the
spirits of hundreds of flag-waving school children as they
helped welcome Dayang Yihao to the terminal. Adding
much to the festive atmosphere was the superb police
band with its rousing marches. Dayang Yihao was
heralded into the harbor by a ceremonial fireboat with its
spectacular water fountain.

Speaking at the welcoming ceremony, HKUST President
Paul Chu said, “The enormous popularity of this scientific
vessel with members of the Hong Kong community is
very encouraging. Dayang Yihao represents the triumph
of China’s deep-sea research.”

Other dignitaries also spoke eloquently of the meaning of
this visit. They included Secretary for Education Michael
Suen , Deputy Director of the State Oceanic Administra-
tion Wang Fei, and the Captain of the vessel Zhen Sung-
gang. Other officiating guests added greater importance
to the occasion, including Deputy Director of the Liaison
Office of Central People’s Government in Hong Kong
Zheng Kunsheng and HKUST Council Chairman Dr John
Chan.

“As we celebrate the 10th anniversary of Hong Kong’s
return to China, CNOOC is very proud to participate in
this significant event as the Title Sponsor. Our Company
believes it’s vital for us to carry out its social responsibili-
ty and make progress together with the society. Through
cooperation with the circles of education, science and
technology, we hope to gain broad support from various
parties to facilitate the future exploration of the ocean,”
commented Fu Cheng-yu, Chief Executive Officer of
CNOOC.

The kick-off event was also widely covered by the Main-
land media whose representatives came to Hong Kong
specifically for this occasion. Bad weather did not deter a
large number of visitors from joining the vessel’s on-board
tours. This in itself was triumph of another kind.

N a t i o n a l

The Triumph of China’s Deep-Sea Research:

Dayang Yihao Sails into the Hearts of
Hong Kong Public

H
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An official welcome
for Dayang Yihao
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Over a hundred school children waving in Dayang Yihao



Peering into the Mysteries of Space
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N a t i o n a l

The Center’s committee members, from left:
Professors Michael K Y Wong, Fung Chi-hung, Xu Kun, Chan Kwing-lam,
Lau Kai-hon, Pong Ting-chuen and Zhang Limin

: ( )

The University’s
satellite high
resolution picture
transmittion station

KUST Prof Chan Kwing-lam, one of the five
local scientists involved in China’s lunar probe
project, has recently spearheaded the setting up

of a space research center at the University.

As a first-ever research center for space science in Hong
Kong, the Center for Space Science Research will be the
focal point for researchers across disciplines to decipher
the mystery of the space and develop their interest or
knowledge in space science - a field that studies planets,
their moons, and the interplanetary space environment.

“Science in space is a new undertaking in China. There is
a need of more participants in the field. The Center will
help develop local capability in lunar and planetary
research and assist China in space science research and
data analysis,” said Prof Chan.

Apart from providing intensive research opportunities for
postgraduate, postdoctoral, or visiting researchers, it will
also run outreach programs to popularize science in
general and space science in particular. “If possible, we
would like to join hands with other departments or facul-
ties to run interdisciplinary programs for our students.”
Prof Chan said.

The Center’s Committee is blessed by a team of experi-
enced researchers from different sci-
ence and engineering departments
(Institute for the Environment, Civil
Engineering, Computer Science and
Engineering, Mathematics, Physics)
including: Professors Fung Chi-hung,
Lau Kai-hon, Ng Tai-kai, Pong Ting-
chuen, Wong K Y Michael, Xu Kun, and
Zhang Limin.

Their expertise covers theoretical phys-
ics, applied mathematics, computer
vision, aeronautics, astronautics, and
rock and soil mechanics.



ore than 300 HKUST students
and staff flocked to a talk by
Baidu’s Chairman and Chief

Executive Officer Mr Robin Li on 8 Novem-
ber 2007 who was here to share the
secrets of Baidu’s phenomenal growth
and to search for HKUST talents to join
the world’s largest Chinese Internet
search engine operator.

Launched in 2001 into a fiercely competi-
tive market with big name operators
including Google, Yahoo, Sohu, Tom.com,
etc, Baidu has managed, within just six
years, to emerge as one of the most
respected names in the global Internet
market with over 160 million Internet
users. It was listed on Nasdaq in 2005.

Mr Li said the success of Baidu rests on
two factors. First, it is Baidu’s focus on
developing and perfecting a need-driven
product to satisfy Chinese web surfers.
“We have devoted two ful l years
researching and understanding the read-
ing habits of Chinese web surfers and
then developing a product to match that
profile,” said Mr Li. A recent example of
their initiatives is an interactive search
platform “Baidu Zhidao” (Baidu Knows)
developed to allow Chinese web surfers
to pose questions on the web and share
information.

Its second secret lies in its undivided
attention to its core business - Internet
search engine.

Headquartered in Beijing, Baidu has a
workforce of about 5500 staff. It has run
recruitment drives in mainland cities
including Beijing, Shanghai and Shenzhen
before coming to Hong Kong where
HKUST was its only stop.

M
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Largest Chinese Search Engine

Woos HKUST Talents Attending students
respond

enthusiastically to
the question-and-

answer session

Many people are curious about the meaning
of Baidu’s name. “Baidu” was inspired by a
poem written more than 800 years ago
during the Song Dynasty. The poem
compares the search for a retreating beauty
amid chaotic glamour with the search for
one’s dream while confronted by life’s many
obstacles. “ hundreds and thousands of
times, for her I searched in chaos, suddenly,
I turned by chance, to where the lights were
waning, and there she stood.” Baidu, whose
literal meaning is hundreds of times,
represents persistent search for the ideal.
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Grinning members
of the winning team
from Tsinghua
University meeting
students from Hong
Kong and Taiwan

or the first time, Computer Science and Engineering
Department of HKUST hosted the Tsinghua-HKUST
Programming Contest, featuring undergraduate

computer wizards from Tsinghua University in Mainland
China, National Tsing Hua University in Taiwan and
HKUST in an exciting competition in programming skills
in July 2007 on the HKUST campus.

This exciting contest was established seven years ago,
with the objective of fostering creativity, teamwork and
innovation in building new software programs among
computer science students and to promote cultural ex-
change among the three universities. Seven teams took
part in this year’s challenge,
with two individual teams
from each university and a
joint “United Women’s Team”
formed by female students
from all three institutions.

After a remarkable day of en-
terprise and effort, students
from Tsinghua University in
Be i j i n g t o o k h o m e t h e
Championship. Main land

participants particularly treasured the opportunities to
interact with students from Taiwan and Hong Kong hosts.

The United Women’s Team won the third prize in the con-
test. The team members were happy to find that, despite
their geographical differences, they had built up mutual
trust and understanding within such a short time.

Prof Lionel Ni, Head of the Computer Science and Engi-
neering Department at HKUST, said that the contest was
a good chance for computer science students to learn
from each other. He also expressed his heartfelt gratitude
to Tsinghua University and National Tsing Hua University
for their support and wholehearted participation.

F

Between Universities and Across the Straits:

Greater-China Students
Forge Closer Ties via Computer Contest



ord Wilson, former Governor of
Hong Kong and one of HKUST
founders, visited HKUST in October

in his capacity as Chancellor of University
of Aberdeen. He was here to sign an
agreement with HKUST on student ex-
change, a move warmly embraced by
HKUST senior management. Lord Wilson
was welcomed back to the campus as an
old friend.

Sixteen years ago, Lord Wilson helped lay
the foundation stone of the third universi-
ty dedicated to science and technology in
Hong Kong. Within a short span of time, a
world class university was born.

During the signing ceremony, Prof Roland
Chin, Acting President, expressed his
thanks to Lord Wilson and praised him for
playing a key role in the founding of this
university. He also shared with Lord Wil-
son the happy news of HKUST’s lofty
world rankings despite its short history.

Lord Wilson said he was particularly happy
and heartened to see the fast progress
that HKUST had achieved in such a short
period. He said jokingly that HKUST’s ach-
ievements had relieved him of worries
that students may be distracted from
studies by the stunning sea views outside
the windows of the library.

The Memorandum of
Understanding was
jointly signed by Lord
Wilson as Chancellor
of University of Aber-
deen, and Prof Duncan
Rice as its Principal
and Vice-Chancellor,

Acting President Prof Roland Chin and
Dean of Science of Prof Shiu-yuen Cheng
signed on behalf of HKUST.

Under the agreement, the School of Sci-
ence and the School of Engineering of
HKUST will exchange undergraduate
students with the University of Aberdeen.
Ordinarily, two students majoring in sci-
ence or engineering will be selected from
both institutions to study at the host insti-
tution for one semester each year. Only
students with a high standard of academic
performance will be considered for the
programme.

After the signing ceremony, Lord Wilson
also met with HKUST students to share
and look back on his past experiences
with them, followed by questions from his
interested young listeners. He patiently
answered them one by one.

Founded in 1495, the University of Aber-
deen is Scotland’s third oldest and the
fifth oldest in the UK. With over 13,000
students, and over 3000 staff members,
the University of Aberdeen is at the
forefront of teaching and research in
medicine, humanities and sciences. It is a
high-quality partner with a rich cultural her-
itage, and a welcome bonus to HKUST
exchange students.

L

G lobal

Welcoming an Old Friend

from afar - Lord Wilson
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From our past to our future: (Front row, from right) Council
Chairman Dr John Chan, Lord Wilson, Pro-Chancellor Sir Sze-yuen
Chung and former Council Chairman Dr Vincent Lo and Vice-
Chancellor of University of Aberdeen Prof Duncan Rice (back row,
third from left,) pose with the senior administrators of HKUST

( )

( )
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G lobal

Savantas Policy Institute’s Chairperson Regina Ip Lau Shuk-yee (7th from left)
and Prof Tony Eastham (6th from left) at the Conference

( ) ( )

ore than a hundred tip-top scientists from 21
countries converged on the HKUST campus for
their 6th International Conference of Bioinfor-

matics on 28 August, 2007. Armed with the HKH Bioinfor-
matics Center set up in September 2006, HKUST as a
top notch research university was picked as the event
venue. The conference was organized by The Asia Pacific
Bioinformatics Network.

Regina Ip Lau Shuk-yee, Chairperson of the Savantas
Policy Institute, presided over the opening ceremony as
guest of honor. Mrs Ip said in her opening remarks that
as an inter-disciplinary science, bioinformatics offers
great promise in economic growth and medical break-
throughs.

Representing HKUST, Acting Vice-president of Research
and Development Prof Tony Eastham thanked the organ-
izers for choosing the university to stage this conference,
and congratulating them for making this good choice as
HKUST is a leading university of science and technology.
Prof Hannah Xue, HKUST's Associate Professor in Bio-
chemistry and Director of the HKH Bioinformatics Center,
said that Hong Kong has a fine tradition in Chinese medi-
cine. She was confident that riding on the technological

sophistication of bioinformatics, the
future of Chinese medicine looks
rosy indeed.

The post-conference dinner for the
attendees featured the Honorable
Wong Yan-lung, Secretary for Justice
as guest of honor, who graced the
occasion to lend his support to the
cause of bioinformatics, a new disci-
pline of the 21st century.

Founded in January 1988, The Asia
Pacific Bioinformatics Network is
dedicated to the development of the
bioinformatics network infrastruc-
ture, the exchange of data and infor-
mation, the development of training
workshops and symposia and the
encouragement of collaboration in
an Asia Pacific forum. Its Secretariat
is based in Singapore.

M

A Meeting of Bioinformatics Mavens



irline passengers will soon be able
to get connected to the Internet,
receive and send emails, access

live news, and engage in on-line video
games while airborne - thanks to HKUST
technology.

All this will be made possible with the
advent of an improved wireless communi-
cations system developed by HKUST
wireless communications experts from
Computer Science and Engineering Depart-
ment (CSE)

The Department has been commissioned
to develop a wireless communication sys-
tem for Boeing’s commercial planes to
speed up maintenance and improve
onboard communications.

The enhanced connectivity of the onboard
wireless network with ground stations
would improve communications among
in-flight aircrafts, maintenance techni-
cians, and airports and would also cut
down on the ground stay of airplanes.

Prof Zhang Qian of CSE said better con-
nectivity will speed up the maintenance
process, “Today’s aircraft information,
including performance data and flight
record are not fully digitized. If a plane
experiences any irregularities, line mainte-
nance technicians could retrieve relevant
data for diagnosis and repair only after the
plane has landed, causing disruption to
the entire flight scheduling.

“The collaboration between HKUST and
Boeing will focus on how to leverage effi-
cient wireless communication to reduce
the maintenance period in airport as much
as possible.”

Speaking at a press conference on 17 Oc-
tober 2007 to announce the collaboration,
Head of CSE Prof Lionel Ni said the proj-
ect is intended to be ongoing. Boeing will

review the project every year and allocate
funding for continued collaboration, in line
with Boeing’s research portfolio review
process.

Two other universities on the mainland
picked to be Boeing’s new collaborative
research partners are Tsinghua University
in Beijing and Southeast University in
Nanjing, both renowned for their techno-
logical and academic excellence.

Each of the three universities will work
separately and on a different facet of the
wireless communications system.

Boeing regarded the research collabora-
tions with the three Chinese universities
as “examples of the company’s strategy
to leverage world class research wherever
it is located throughout the world”.

Boeing’s spokesperson added that
“Chinese universities have made great
strides in their research capabilities and
many multinational companies have estab-
lished research labs in China. The Chinese
are working on very innovative wireless
and information technology research
which could benefit our commercial
airplane products.”

HKUST will own the intellectual property
rights for results derived from this collabo-
rative research project.

19
Professors Zhang Qian (left) and Lionel Ni at
the press conference
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Boeing Picks HKUST to Develop Wireless Technologies



rof Tam earned his doctorate degree
in Management Information Sys-
tems from Purdue University. He

joined HKUST in 1992 and was charged
with the responsibility of setting up the
Department of Business Information
Systems of the School of Business and
Management. Throughout Prof Tam’s
tenure at HKUST, he had served as the
Chair Professor of Information and Sys-
tems Management, Associate Dean of
the School of Business and Management,
Associate Vice President (Academic
Affairs) and Director of International &
Mainland Students and Programs Office
before moving to the existing position.

In Prof Tam’s 15 years’ career life in
HKUST, he has built up an impressive
track record which speaks eloquently of
his remarkable faculty in pioneering start-
up operations. Apart from building up
almost single-handedly the Information
Systems Group, he is also the architect of
two signature undergraduate programs,
the first of its kind in Hong Kong which
achieved unprecedented successes and
are widely recognized as the role models
for similar undertakings.

The first program that he proposed to
set up was the Bachelor of Business
Administration in Global Business, a pro-
gram offering by the School of Business
and Management. It was launched in
2001. The program is record setting in
two aspects. It allows students to take
two majors from two different disciplines
and incorporates a build-in exchange ele-
ment for students.

Another pace-setting achievement was
the introduction of the Dual Degree Pro-
gram, the very first of its kind in Hong
Kong. The dual degree program in Technol-
ogy and Management, a joint undertaking
of the School of Business and Manage-
ment and the School of Engineering,
allows students to study two degree
programs within a period of four years.
The program was launched in 2003 and he
was asked to co-manage it with Prof Chan
Chi-ming, currently Chair Professor of
Chemical Engineering.

As the new Dean of Undergraduate Edu-
cation, one of Prof Tam’s agendas would
be to further promote this exchange cul-
ture among HKUST students, and secure
for them more exchange opportunities.

“In terms of enriching our experience and
broadening our vision, there’s nothing
more fulfilling than overseas exchanges.
The benefits one can get from such ex-
changes are enormous. I have witnessed
a few extreme cases. The transformations
for students after their exchanges were so
drastic and visible that one could only
liken it to having been through plastic
surgeries,” Prof Tam said.

The change in the length of program from
three to four years also stands a good
chance for Prof Tam to improve the
University’s undergraduate education. With
an additional year for studies, HKUST will
put in place a curriculum that integrates
disciplinary knowledge with co-curriculum
activities. First year students will be
allowed to enjoy an all-round education by
immersing themselves in the worlds of art,
culture, history, foreign languages and oth-
ers not available in the 3-year curriculum.

The University shall also launch a series of
interdisciplinary programs in line with our
future research focuses. Interdisciplinary
programs create education value by expos-
ing students to complex technical and soci-
etal issues that require analysis from multi-
ple perspectives. These programs prepare
graduates to meet the emerging challeng-
es of a knowledge-based society and to
address issues and problems from a
holistic perspective.

As a research-intensive university, HKUST’s
undergraduate education will follow the
same direction. Prof Tam expects under-
graduate student to take onto themselves
this love for research, which is not as
scholarly and unreachable as the name
“research” indicates. “Research isn’t as
pompous or audacious as it sounds. It con-
cerns poking an interesting question and
trying to answer it with a closely-knit
methodology in an objective and scientific
manner. The Undergraduate Research
Opportuni t y Program launched two
years ago is very well received by both
the faculty and the students. We should
continue and expand the program in the
future”, remarked Prof Tam.
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All informed sources agree that Prof

Tam Kar-yan is the man to see if you

want to know about undergraduate

education at HKUST.

Which is why Genesis talks to him

about this important topic.

The Opportunities and Challenges of
HKUST’s Undergraduate Education

An Interview with Prof Tam Kar-yan,
Dean Of Undergraduate Education
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A Pair of Steady Hands for the Business School

he world panicked in the 1980s when oil hit
US$40 a barrel. While still making news headlines,
the world reacted in a much calmer way when a

barrel of oil almost topped US$100 recently. Why?

An underground bank in China was busted recently. A
massive amount of capital was found to have been si-
phoned off from the country through this underground
channel. Why did people try so hard to move their capital
outward from an economy where the GDP has been
growing at a phenomenal rate and investment opportuni-
ties abound?

These are the kind of questions that
Prof Leonard Cheng, Acting Dean of the
HKUST Business School, is able to elo-
quently provide knowledgeable insights
into.

Appointed to his current position in July
this year, Prof Cheng is no stranger to
the Dean’s Office where he was Associ-
ate Dean and MBA Director from 1993
to 1996. A year before that he joined
the School as an Economics Professor
and PhD Director. He also led the
Department of Economics in the capaci-
ties of Acting Department Head and
Department Head from 1993 to 2005.

His appointment provided the School with strong leader-
ship following the departure of his predecessor Prof K C
Chan, who was appointed by the Government of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region as one of 12
Principal Officers at the end of June.

Determined to improve internal communications, Prof
Cheng instigated a monthly letter to all staff. In his first
issue in November, he said, “Growing up in a traditional
Chinese peasant family, my work style is to get things
done without making a lot of noise " This really hits
home with people who have worked around him. But this
“not making a lot of noise” has in no way decreased his

visibility. This is because instead of making noise he
makes himself present at as many events as his sched-
ule can possibly allow him.

In the few months that he has been Acting Dean, the
School has received some strong showings in rankings
for its MBA program. This program is now ranked in the
top 20 in the world by the Economist Intelligence Unit
annual survey and its joint EMBA with Kellogg is now No.
1 in the world by the Financial Times. While recognizing
and thanking faculty, staff and students for these remark-

able achievements, Prof Cheng has
set his sights firmly on the need to
continue to improve.

“Our quest to be a world

class management education

provider is a journey with no

ending,” he said.

His sights are firmly set on the im-
provement of student learning quality
as he fully backs the initiatives being
spearheaded by a group of professors
in preparation for the move of its
undergraduate program from three to
four years.

In the short 16-year history of HKUST, there have been
two deans at the HKUST Business School before Prof
Cheng. While different in styles, they are both remarka-
ble characters. The founding dean, Prof Yuk-shee Chan, is
now President at Lingnan University. The immediate past
dean, Prof K C Chan, is now Secretary for Financial Serv-
ices and The Treasury. During their respective tenures as
dean, they each raised the bar a bit higher for the stand-
ards of management education in Hong Kong and indeed
Asia at large. As to how high Prof Cheng will set the
standards for management education in his tenure, stay
tuned to the School’s developments in the near future

I n t h e U S T F a m i l y



A party took place at the Governor House in Oct 2003 to celebrate Kellogg-HKUST EMBA
achieving No 9 in Financial Times global rankings,(3th from left)Prof Cheng, then Head of
Economics Department; former Vice-President for Academic Affairs Prof Chan Yuk-shee;
Professor Emeritus Woo Chia-wei; President Paul Chu; Business School’s former Dean
Prof K C Chan, and Director of the EMBA program Prof Steven DeKrey

2003
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Prof Wen Weijia
and his foldable
electronic display

t is year 2015. Imagine you arrive at the MTR station
in the morning and as usual pick up a free newspaper
and flip through it. It reads like a newspaper, feels like

a newspaper and can be folded up like a newspaper,
except it has a couple of buttons on it and works like an
enlarged paper-like PDA. The era of paper-like electronic
displays has dawned.

HKUST Physics Professor Wen Weijia and his research
team have pioneered the development of foldable paper-
like electronic displays. The device can be bent or
wrapped around a column like a piece of paper for wide
commercial or industrial applications.

Measuring about 150 microns, or one-sixth of the thick-
ness of a credit card, the break-through device is made
by embedding conductive wiring patterns into thermo-
chromic composite films.

With its thermochromic quality, the images produced are
clear and the color displayed can be tuned, reversed or
repeated by varying the temperature. Currently six col-
ours can be shown on the displays — red, pink, purple,
blue, green and dark green.

Prof Wen said, “Light weight and portable display tech-
nologies have been developed and applied to electronic
gadgets including mobile phones and digital cameras, but
most of them use LCD technology which can be very
expensive as the size of the display increases.

“It takes only one tenth of the LCD costs to produce
displays with our technology. An electronic display
measuring a square foot costs around HK$100 and the
size of the one in Times Square could be made for

HK$5000 or less.

“Due to the flexibility of the
display material, the displays can
be folded for easy transportation
and storage. A large display
screen can be rolled into a
cylinder shape for transportation
to the display location and be
wrapped up for dismantling.”

Compared to traditional electronic
displays, this device uses less

power. One second’s electricity supply will sustain
operation for 5 seconds. It can also be reused repeatedly
for up to a year.

The technology can be applied to large electronic display
panels including signage, buses’ destination display
screens and scoreboards. Other potential applications
include electronic billboards, smart windows, color filters
or temperature sensors or even e-books.

Paper-like Foldable
Electronic Displays : What Next?



F ootball fans now need not worry
about missing the matches of
Manchester United or A C Milan on

TV while they are away from home: they
can now view the program live on their
mobile phones anywhere in the world
with a device named Pan-V developed by
Prof Oscar Au of HKUST.

Pan-V turns a mobile phone into a media
centre. It captures, stores, streams and
compresses the programs from your
home media devices and plays them on
mobile phones while you are on the road.

Speaking at a press conference on 9
October 2007, Prof Au said, “For a long
time, mobile phone users have very
limited choices of mobile contents. Until
recently only high-end mobile phones had
the software to play compressed videos,
and they charge high subscription fees.

“Pan-V gives an exciting alternative. With
the device, paid or free video/audio con-
tents at home, including TV, DVD, cable TV,
surveillance video, photos from digital
camera, Hi-Fi, etc., can be accessed by
users through their mobile phones
any-time any-where.”

Pan-V is designed to connect a computer
to TV, surveillance camera or audio-visual
equipment. With real-time video and audio
feed, it can stream and send live or
on-demand video and audio content via
convergence network (such as 3G/3.5G,
Wi-Fi and internet) to the users’ remote ter-
minals, including smart phone, PDA,
notebook or even a computer. Its remote
control features allow users to remotely
change channels, start/stop recording,
switch video input, etc.

The locally developed Pan-V complies with
international standards of data computing
and communications and can be used

anywhere in the world. It is
compitable with most mobile
phones including even the
low-end models, without the
need to install any additional
software on the phones.

Wh i le mob i le da t a a re
typically charged by kB and
can be very expensive, local
operators are offering com-
petitive unlimited package.
Telecommunication company
“Three”, for example, has
signed up to operate the
system that charges not by
kB but by minutes, allowing
users to view hours of Pan-V video for
only a small monthly fee.

The research project was funded by the
Hong Kong Innovation and Technology
Commission (ITC). The technology is
licensed to an incubatee called AnTech
MPS (Global) Limited in the Hong Kong
Science and Technology Parks, also one of
the project sponsors.

Professor Oscar Au
Turns Mobile Phones into Media Centers
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day before the interview, Prof Wu
delivered a lecture at the Baptist
University on Mainland’s educa-

tion and its relationship to social mobility.
Recently he has been busy travelling
between China and the US to give talks.

The talks Prof Wu delivered were based
on his researches into educational inequal-
ities in reform-era China. His researches
found that inequality in access to educa-
tional opportunities has been growing in
China since the 1990s, an era when China
has become increasingly affluent.

There was also a drastic and dispropor-
tionate expansion in the higher education
sector on the Mainland in the late 90’s
where 80% of the urban high school stu-
dents have access to tertiary education.
The irony is: lower down the educational
ladder, the three-year senior high school
education has now become the bottleneck
of the system and less than one-third of
rural kids could attend.

“Just as economic growth does not imply
more equal distribution of income, school
expansion may not necessarily lead to
better access to educational opportunities

among different social
strata,” remarked Prof
Wu.

Educational attainment
is a sequential pro-
gression. “If you don’t
have a chance to
attend high school, you
are not even in the
race for a university
seat.” For youngsters
in rural areas, it is more
difficult to get a seat

in senior high school than at university.

According to Prof Wu, the marketization
and expansion of education without careful
planning have led to unintended conse-
quences - the difficulty for university grad-
uates to find a job, the shortage of skilled
laborers, and a decline in intergenerational
social mobility in a long run.

“Many people talk about equal opportuni-
ty, and education provides a channel for
upward social mobility. But the problem is
how to make educational opportunity
more equal. This research bears important
policy implications,” said Prof Wu.

Mainland people’s access to education is
only one of many research agendas for
Prof Wu, who has broad interests in
researching China’s social, economic and
political issues. His recent research proj-
ect named “Social Inequality and Mobility
in Hong Kong”, has received the largest
amount of grant from the Public Policy
Research Fund of the Central Policy Unit,
Hong Kong SAR Government.

A

Prof Wu Xiaogang of the Division of Social Science has won

the “Early Career Award” from the American Sociological

Association and is hailed as “one of the best scholars studying

China” for his outstanding researches in contemporary China’s

social issues. Genesis talked to him on his research.

HKUST Professor Hailed as
“One of the Best Scholars Studying China”
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The Only Local to Win the 2007 DuPont Award

rof Hongkai Wu of HKUST’s Chemistry Department
has been named a DuPont Young Professor, the
only local candidate from Hong Kong to have won

the honor for 2007-09.

The DuPont Young Professor Grant Program provides
start-up assistance to the most promising young and
untenured research faculty members in areas of interest
to DuPont. Prof Wu will receive a grant for three consecu-
tive years starting September 2007 to conduct research
on microfluidics, materials chemis-
try and bioanalytical science.

“We are also studying the continu-
ous separation of chemicals and
the application of nanotechnology
to diagnose pathogenic diseases
such as avian flu,” he said. Part of
his research into single-cell analy-
sis could be used to identify single
cancer cells in blood and lead to
early diagnosis.

“I would like to share this award
with my students whom I depend
on to bring my ideas to fruition.
The grant will be used to set up a
laboratory, hire a student assistant
and buy equipment and supplies over the next two
years,” Prof Wu remarked.

Prof Wu obtained his PhD in Chemistry in 2002 from
Harvard University after receiving his BS and MS degrees
from the University of Science and Technology of China, a
University famous for pioneering Special Class for the
Gifted Young. He did his postdoctoral research in Stanford
University’s Department of Chemistry before joining
Tsinghua University in November 2005.

Prof Wu is one of the 15 international young scholars to
be bestowed the honor. Other DuPont Young Professors
for the academic years 2007-09 included some of the
most promising young researchers from China, Israel,
Brazil and North America.
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HKUST Social Psychologist

Wins Distinguished Scientist Award

HKUST’s Visiting Professor in Marketing Robert
Wyer was bestowed the Distinguished Scientist
Award by the US-based Society for Experimental

Social Psychology (SESP).

Prof Wyer’s research focuses on the cognitive processes
that underlie beliefs and judgments about people, objects
and events. His research in consumer behavior, conduct-
ed in collaboration with his current doctoral students,
concerns the role of affect and emotional reactions
on responses to information (with Catherine Yeung and
Hao Shen), the influence of mindsets on purchase deci-
sions (with Jing Xu), the manner in which visual and
verbal information are combined to influence judgments
(with Yuwei Jiang) and the impact of self-consciousness
on donation behavior (with Iris Hung).

While happy to receive the award, Prof Wyer is keen to
share the honor with his students with whom he has
worked over the years, “I have been unbelievably fortu-
nate to have had the opportunity to collaborate with out-
standing students both here and at Illinois,” he says, “It is
they who deserve this recognition, and I am happy to
accept the award on their behalf.”

Prof Wyer received his degree in personality and social
psychology from the University of Colorado and taught
for many years at the University of Illinois before coming
to HKUST. He has had visiting appointments at universi-
ties in England, Germany, Belgium and Australia.

SESP is a scientific organization dedicated to the advance-
ment of social psychology, with a membership of 700
from all over the world. It is based in Buffalo, New York.
The Society’s Distinguished Scientist Award honors
individuals who have made significant contributions to
experimental social psychology.



Members of the winning team.
(From left) Ma Hong, Zhu

Wenbin, Wen Qi and Xu Zhou.
: ( )

Our Budding Scientist
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KUST’s doctorate student Gao
Jinhao from the Department of
Chemistry is picked as one of the

three local scientists to receive the Young
Scientist Award 2007 from the Hong Kong
Institution of Science.

Conferred annually to the best three up-
and-coming young scientists representing
three fields of studies - physical/
mathematical science, life science,
and engineering science - the
award was set up to reward local
undergraduates or postgraduates
in science or engineering.

Awardees are selected based on
their ability to show great promise

in their field of study through producing
evidence of research excellence in science
or engineering.

Born and brought up in Mainland China,
Mr Gao received his Bache-
lor of Science degree from
Nanjing University. He joined
HKUST in 2004 to do his
doctorate program in Chem-

istry under Prof Xu Bing.
His research project is
focused on the design,
synthesis, and biological
applications of multi-
functional magnetic
nanoparticles.

H

Thanks to HKUST for an Online Interactive
Journal Ranking System

rof Andrew Lim of the Department
of Industrial Engineering and Logis-
tics Management and his research

team have won an IAAI Deployed Applica-
tion Award for their paper presented at the
19th Annual Conference on Innovative Ap-
plications of Artificial Intelligence (IAAI-07),
22-26 July 2007 in Vancouver, Canada.

Entitled “Journal-Ranking.com: An Online
Interactive Journal Ranking System”, the
paper documented a joint work between
HKUST and Red Jasper Limited on the
successful deployment of an online inter-
active journal ranking system.

Designed by a team comprising Prof Lim
and four PhD students, Hong Ma, Qi
Wen, Zhou Xu and Zhu Wenbin, the
device allows users to interactively con-
figure their ranking interests, as well as

provides a more reasonable method to
evaluate a journal’s impact.

The existing system is restrictive as it
does not allow audiences to change the
structure of categories, or the criteria for
ranking journals.

The IAAI committee described the suc-
cessful deployment as a notable achieve-
ment, worthy of the award.

P
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Congratulations! Fellowships and Honors

Professors MitchellTseng andTianshou

Zhao Conferred ASME Fellowship

Department of Industrial Engineering and Logistics’ Chair
Professor Mitchell Tseng and Department of Mechanical
Engineering’s Prof Tianshou Zhao were bestowed ASME
(American Society of Mechanical Engineers) fellowship.

With a global membership of more than 100,000, ASME
observes very stringent rules in selecting and conferring
the honor, only about one in 1,000 ASME members is
able to attain this status annually.

Professors Kani Chen and Inchi Hu

Named IMS Fellow

Mathematics Department’s Prof Kani Chen and Informa-
tion and Systems Management Department’s Prof Inchi
Hu were named Fellow of the Institute of Mathematical
Statistics (IMS).

They received the award for their significant contributions
to statistical theory and methodology. Created in 1933,
IMS is a member organization which fosters the develop-
ment and dissemination of the theory and application of
statistics and probability.

ProfYang Leng Bestowed FBSE Fellowship

Prof Yang Leng of the Department of Mechanical Engi-
neering was named a fellow of Biomaterials Science and
Engineering (FBSE) of the International Union of Societ-
ies for Biomaterials Science and Engineering.

Congratulations to you all.

Prof Mitchell Tseng Prof Tianshou Zhao Prof Inchi Hu Prof YaYY ng LengProf Kani Chen
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University Appointments

With the unanimous ap-
proval of the University
Council, Prof Roland Chin
has been appointed Vice-
President for Academic
Affairs (Deputy to the
President) with effect
from September 2007.

A long-serving member
of the University, Prof

Chin is well respected for his drive and dedication in tack-
ling challenging tasks. He joined HKUST as Professor in
Computer Science in 1992 and has served the University
as Professor in Computer Science, Head of the Computer
Science Department and the Vice-President for Research
and Development before taking over as the Acting Vice-
President for Academic Affairs in September 2006.

Prof Chin is actively involved in the technological develop-
ment in Hong Kong. From 2001 to 2003, he was on

secondment to the Applied Science and Technology
Research Institute of the HKSAR Government. He is
currently Chairman of the Research Grants Council, and a
Member of the University Grants Committee and Steer-
ing Committee on Innovation and Technology of the
HKSAR Government.

Prof Roland Chin Appointed as Second in Command at HKUST

Dr Grace AU has been
appointed Director of
Student Affa i rs wi th
effect from November
2007.

Dr Au joined the Universi-
ty in 1992. Before taking
up the existing position,
s h e h a s s e r v e d a s
Assistant Professor of

Information and Systems Management, Associate Direc-
tor of the Office of Public Affairs and Director of the
Center for Enhanced Learning and Teaching.

In her new capacity Dr Au plans to introduce more
programs for enhancing self-understanding, learning
skills, leadership, mental and physical health as well as

career skills for students. “I shall work closely with Dean
of Undergraduate Education Prof Tam Kar-yan to help
students get the best out of their university education.
I hope students will be able to utilize their freedom to
build up their human capital during their study at HKUST,”
she adds.

Dr Grace Au Appointed Director of Student Affairs



32

O n O u r G r e e n , G r e e n C a m p u s

HKUST’s School of Science has launched a new
interdisciplinary undergraduate program in
Molecular Biomedical Sciences (MBMS) in Sep-

tember this year.

As a joint undertaking by Departments of Biochemistry,
Biology, and Chemistry, the program offers intensive
basic biomedical science training with extensive inde-
pendent project research opportunities.

Students will be going through a balanced coverage
of Biology, Chemistry and Biochemistry courses, with
additional training on quantitative analytical skills in their
foundation year. In their junior and senior years, they will
opt for courses biased towards a specific focus of disci-
pline by choosing from a wide array of electives.

Students will also be given the opportunity to conduct
independent researches, which will be closely supervised
and monitored by instructors and mentors. To further
strengthen their research experience, students will be
sponsored to attend international conferences in their
second or third year of study.

“MBMS program aims to nurture a new breed of biologi-
cal science students with a broad basis of knowledge
and solid quantitative skill. They will develop the ability to
appreciate various molecular cellular processes in biologi-
cal systems and to conduct research with biomedical
relevance using an integrative approach, through placing
special emphasis on molecular experimental training,”
remarked Prof King L Chow, the Program Director.

MBMS program caters for students who have a strong
motivation to develop a research-oriented career in local
research universities or institutes abroad. Graduates of
this program would form the pillar of the biomedical
research workforce in research institutions or R&D
branch of the biomedical industry.

A Fertile Marriage:
Interdisciplinary Bio-med Program is Born

AtAA thtt ehh prpp orr go rarr m’s
lill aii isii os noo mem ee te itt nii gn
chcc ahh irii err de bybb PrPP orr go rarr m
DiDD rii err ce tc ott roo PrPP orr fo KiKK nii gn
ChCC ohh wo (2(( n22 dn frff orr moo
rirr gii hth )tt ,)) YiYY pii TzTT ezz -ee f- uff ngn
(1( sts frff orr moo lell fe tff )tt isii
sass ta itt sii fs iff eii de wiww ti htt thtt ehh
prpp orr go rarr m
arrrr arr ngn eg me em nee tn stt
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Non-academic staff at the university would have
their excellence recognized with the launch of
the President’s Outstanding Service Award.

Vice-president for Administration and Business Prof Yuk-
shan Wong, who chairs the Award’s Selection Committee,
said, “Most world class universities prided themselves
not only on their remarkable faculty and research staff
but also their team of administrative and service staff
members who are committed to giving out the best serv-
ices possible to their internal and external customers.

“At HKUST, we have teaching awards to recognize out-
standing teaching staff. There are also a myriad of research
awards in and outside the University to recognize out-
standing researchers. It is time we reward staff who have
proved to be the University’s indispensable assets through
facilitating the work of others and making this community
a better place to live and work,” Prof Wong said.

He added that the award would recognize the unsung
heroes amongst the non-academic staff of our Universi-
ty who have, in their own unique ways, invigorated
HKUST. They add zest and energy to the campus life, and
contribute to the steady growth and development of our
University.

This newly introduced award will
recognize consistent commit-
ment to excellence in services to
the University as well as other
meritorious services performed
over and above the normal
employment responsibi l i t ies
which benefit the University. The
award includes a cash prize of
HK$10,000 and a crystal plaque.

Assessed by a Selection Commit-
tee, the nominated staff will be
selected on the basis of the quali-
ty and impact of their services
and their contributions to indi-
vidual work units, the University
and/or community life at the
University.

Shining a Light on Unsung Heroes

Prof Y S Wong (Vice-President for Administration and Business)

Mr Sing-Cheong Liu (Member of the Council)

Prof Alvin So (Chair Professor, SOSC)

Dr Samuel Yu (Senior Engineer, HSEO)

Dr Lijing Zhu (Head, Mainland Students and Programs, VPAAO;
Staff Association Representative)

Mr Hung Tsang Cheung, Patrick (Student Representative)

Mrs Sylvia Lee (Assistant Human Resources Manager, HRO)

Chairman

Members

Secretary

Members of the Selection Committee



ifty-eight graduate
and undergraduate
s t u d e n t s f r o m

HKUST and Stanford have
their joint case studies for
world class international
industries published for
distribution globally.

Entitled, “Transformation
through Globa l Va lue
Chains: Taking Advantage
of Business Synergies in
the United States and
China”, and published by
Stanford University Press,
the book is a collection of
business solutions provid-

ed by HKUST students and their Stanford counterparts
on the Global Manufacturing program.

Co-authored by Prof Behnam N Tabrize from Stanford and
Prof Mitchell M Tseng, Chair Profes-
sor in Industrial Engineering and
Logistics Management at HKUST, the
book includes 10 selected case stud-
ies, each intended to expound on one
aspect of management issues, includ-
ing business strategy, sales and mar-
keting, supply chain management and
logistics, information technology, and
manufacturing,

The Global Manufacturing program
was set up by HKUST’s Industrial En-
gineering and Logistics Management
Department as a project-based under-
graduate and postgraduate program in
1995. Revolutionary in its conception,
the program runs each spring semester with seven to eight
students, half from HKUST and the other half Stanford,

to work as a team. Each team tackles a defined problem
sponsored by an industrial company that has interests
in North America and the Asia-Pacific region.

Since the program’s inception, many local and interna-
tional enterprises have sponsored the program and pro-
posed a management issue of interests to their compa-
nies for students’ studies and assessments, including
Dow Chemical, General Motors, Nokia, Nortel, Cisco Sys-
tems, Lucent, Li and Fung, Novell, Esquel Enterprises
Ltd, Liz Claiborne and PCH China.

O n O u r G r e e n , G r e e n C a m p u s
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Stanford Publishes Joint Case Studies with HKUST

PrPP orr fo MiMM ti ctt hcc ehh llll TsTT es nee gn
wiww ti htt sos moo em ofo thtt ehh
sts utt du edd nee tn stt inii vn ovv loo vl evv de inii
thtt ehh bobb oo koo ’s cacc sa es
sts utt du idd eii see
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Four HKUST students on the Dual Degree Program
in Technology and Management (T&M) came up
with one bright business proposal hailed by two

international enterprises - Orient Overseas Container
Line Limited (OOCL) and Sun Microsystems of California
Limited (SUN) - both sponsors of the project.

Sixteen T&M students were assigned a tough task of
developing a business proposal tapping opportunities in
the logistics industry with the use of RFID (Radio Fre-
quency Identification), GPS (Global Positioning System)
and other hi-tech tools after familiarizing themselves with
real life business operations of trucking logistics in
Shanghai in March 2007.

The winning team’s brilliant idea was to set up a new
company to provide a SMART Platform equipped with a
hi-tech “Vehicle Monitoring System” to check truck
location, monitor cargo condition, and provide SMS
reports of transportation status to ensure a cost-effective
and high quality operation. The team members, Li Ming-
yeung, Tse Kin-hang Chris, Wong Wai-shing Frank and Yip
Man-fung expressed their grateful thanks to the
sponsors for the golden opportunity to learn from real life
business operations.

OOCL’s Chief Executive Officer Philip Chow and SUN’s
Managing Director, Hong Kong/Macau Benjamin Kwok,
were full of praise for the students’ capabilities in ap-
plying theories and technologies to real life business
scenarios. To Prof Chan Chi-ming, Co-Director of the
Dual Degree Program, it is enrichment programs such as
this that will prove valuable in sharpening the students’
competitive instincts.

Bright Student Ideas for Big Firms on Mainland Logistics

ViVV cii ec -ee PrPP err see iss dii edd ne tn foff roo AcAA acc da edd mee icii AfAA fff aff irii srr PrPP orr fo RoRR loo all ndn ChCC ihh nii ,n (m(( idii ddd ldd ell ,ee babb ca kcc rorr wo )ww OOOO CO LCCLLsLLLL
PhPP ihh lii ill pii ChCC ohh wo (r(( irr gii hth )tt andn SUS N’s BeBB ne jn ajj minii KwKK oww koo andn thtt ehh chcc ahh mpm ipp oii noo tett aee m (f(( rff orr noo tn rorr wo )ww



O n O u r G r e e n , G r e e n C a m p u s

36

A

Cultural Diversity Cooks Up Culinary Delights

t HKUST, cultural diversity not only can be seen
and heard, it can be tasted.

On October 26, more than 150 HKUST international and
local students from over 20 countries or regions gathered
at our campus restaurant for an international cooking
competition.

One was amazed by the international dimension of such
an occasion where you found yourself immersed in the
sea of faces of different skin colours, from deep brown
found in Africa’s Tanzania to fine white in Eastern
Europe’s Slovakia.

Buzzing in the air were greetings, chanting, chatting and
whispering of languages or dialects one has never
imagined to have encountered in one setting, including

Entitled “A taste of Culture” and a joint undertaking with
the Swire Group, which sponsors the HKUST Swire
International Young Fellows Program, the cooking compe-
tition was organised to foster a more global outlook and
stronger ties among HKUST students.

Taking part in this competition were international student
awardees of the HKUST Swire International Young
Fellows Program and their local and non-local peers on
the campus. Representing six regions or countries includ-
ing European countries, Malaysia, Hong Kong/China,
South Asia, Germany and Latin America, these students
formed themselves into teams of four and vied for two
prizes with a national cuisine they chose to cook on site.

As the contestants were assessed not only on the taste
of the dishes they produced but other elements including
props and costumes, the occasion was turned into a
masquerade where participants came up with all sorts of
creative ideas .

Amidst German folk music, the German team danced to
the floor giving out traditional German delicacies includ-
ing German beers.

The Chinese ladies from the Hong Kong team were seen
graciously stir-frying their sweet and sour pork in their qi
pao or cheongsam while the Latin America Team captivat-
ed us with their Pirates-of- the-Caribbean look.

Assessed by a panel of judges comprising Chairman of
John Swire and Sons (China) Ltd Philip Chen Nan-lok,
Executive Chef and Head of Production at Cathay Pacific
Catering Services (HK) Ltd Jorg Kubisz, Food Critic Au-
yeung Ying-chai, and HKUST President Paul Chu, the
German Team got the majority vote and received the
Most Popular Dish Award while the South Asia Team
garnered the Champion Award.

The Swire International Young Fellows Program is a schol-
arship for international students to study at HKUST. Since
the inception of the program in 2005/06, it has spon-
sored 17 international students to study here with full
scholarship.

Deze gehaktballen komen net
uit de pan, dat wordt smullen!

Du siehst traumhaft aus in de-
iner deutschen Tracht!

Ao! Nî wèi le zhè cì jù huìlián
lángiú xùnliàn dou méi can jia.
Zhè shì geduo me dà de xi
sheng a!

Forza parteciperemo l' anno
prossimo, riusciremo a vin-
cere!

( Dutch ) (The meatballs look
so fresh I am afraid they will
squeal!)

(German) (You look gorgeous
in your German costume!)

(Putonghua) (Oh, you've skip-
ped your basketball practice
for this party? What a sacri-
fice!)

(Italian) (Let's pitch in next
year, we shall reign su-
preme!)

(English) (Know what? I've asked my mum to courier me the
dried curry from Kuala Lumpur!)

ThTT ehh LaLL ta itt nii AmAA em ree irr cii acc
TeTT aee m wiww ti htt thtt ehh iee rii
PiPP rii arr ta ett se -ss o- fo -ff t- htt ehh -ee
CaCC rirr bii bbb ebb aee n loll oo koo
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Deze gehaktballen komen net
uit de pan, dat wordt smullen!

Du siehst traumhaft aus in de-
iner deutschen Tracht!

Ao! Nî wèi le zhè cì jù huìlián
lángiú xùnliàn dou méi can jia.
Zhè shì geduo me dà de xi
sheng a!

Forza parteciperemo l' anno
prossimo, riusciremo a vin-
cere!

Know what? I've asked my
mum to courier me the dried
curry from Kuala Lumpur!

mpm ipp oii noo SoSS uo tu htt AsAA is aii TeTT aee m
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A Campus that Hears Itself:
Bonding Through Podcasts

odcast”, an on-line platform for peo-
ple to upload their creative works in
audio format, is gaining popularity

on the campus. Campus Beat Podcast,
set up by the Language Center, is an open
platform for HKUST students and staff to
write and broadcast their stories in English.

Since its launch in 2006, 13 30-minute
episodes have been aired on Campus
Beat Podcast and the download rate for
each is 600. Some 200 students who en-
rolled in the Language Center’s Campus
Beat module have contributed stories to
the Podcast.

Students are free to create their segments
on topics ranging from University news,
faculty members’ features, entertainment,
fashion, to Hong Kong’s current issues.

“Some stories are very well produced,
including the writing, voice, background
music and sound effects,” said Sean
Mcminn, Producer of Podcast and an
instructor at the Language Center.

Through participation in the production of
English audio programs, students’ motiva-
tion in learning English was enhanced.
“Your English pronunciation will improve
as you hear your own spoken English,”
Chemistry student Chi-wai Hui, pointed
out. Kelvin Lee, a Marketing student also
enjoyed the freedom to create his own
audio work and the satisfaction from the
positive feedback to his program.

P

SAC Reopens with a New Face

he number of students flocking to
the Language Center to polish
their language skills has more

than doubled since the Self-Access Cen-
ter (SAC) reopened its door in September,
2007. A Language Center facility for inde-
pendent language learning for HKUST
students and staff members, the SAC
extends over 700 square meters.

SAC has benefited from a major facelift -
courtesy of a UGC funding injection in
response to a proposal submitted by
Associate Vice-President for Academic
Affairs Dr David Mole. Vice-President for
Academic Affairs (Deputy to the Presi-
dent) Prof Roland Chin, Dr Mole, and Lan-
guage Center Director Prof Gregory
James officiated at a ceremony to mark

its official re-opening after
four months’ renovations.

Looking to the future, th
SAC has plans to exten
its facilities to all users
through an online booking
system, expand its face-to-face and online
advisory services, integrate its entire stock
of text and audio-visual materials with the
University library catalogue to enable online
searches, and further enhance its wide
range of conversation groups and other
activities offered in four languages.

T

“

“A“ rAA crr hcc ihh ti ett ce tc stt ” ofo SASS CAA ’s rerr ne on vo avv ta itt oii noo prpp orr joo ejj ce tc

PrPP orr moo om to itt nii gn EnEE gn lill sii h
lell aee rnrr inii gn thtt rhh orr uo gu h

"C" aCC mpm up su BeBB aee ta ", SeSS aee n
McM mcc inii n wiww nii sn thtt ehh 2022 000 70

TeTT aee ca hcc ihh nii gn InII non vo avv ta itt oii noo
AwAA aww rdrr
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This year was the third time Summer@UST was
held, bringing 103 secondary students from 12
different regions around the world to the HKUST

campus for a 4-week stay.

Schools at HKUST and the Language Center offered
participants a wide choice of courses covering subjects
from engineering, business, and environmental studies
to languages. Participants got a taste of university stud-
ies, which emphasized the interactive approach and
hands-on experiences. An internationalized learning
environment came with the summer experience.

Outside the classroom, students participated in a wide
array of activities including museum and corporate visits,
customized physical education activities and team-
building competitions. An optional 4-day study tour to
Southern China covering visits to factories, local villages
and rural schools was arranged to allow a firsthand look
at the industrial and economic developments in the Pearl
River Delta.

Local students bonded well with non-locals. Many
students found the program fruitful and unforgettable,
with some showing a great interest to pursue further
studies at HKUST.

A Summer to Remember for Students from the World Over



ugust is the month of preparation for exchange
and other regular international students. This
year, 350 new faces showed up as undergradu-

ate exchange students from over 130 partner universities
from across the world.

These exchange students are here to study for a semester
or a year beginning in September 2007. The International
and Mainland Students and Programs Office joined
forces with the Health, Safety and Environment Office,
the Student Affairs Office and the Language Center, as
well as student bodies to come up with an orientation
program to prepare students for a sound and fulfilling
experience at HKUST.

At the same time, another orientation was in full swing.
This year, 39 international students from 16 different
countries came to study at HKUST. The Orientation
Program, running from August 18 to 30, 2007, encom-
passed both academic and non-academic aspects of life
on campus.

Local HKUST students took on a vital role as “buddies”,
escorting their international counterparts for short city
excursions to Tsim Sha Tsui and Mongkok. Day trips and
a cruise outing around the Sai Kung Peninsula were also

organized. The program was capped by “survival Canton-
ese classes” run by the Language Center.

O n O u r G r e e n , G r e e n C a m p u s
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2 Orientations, 400 New Faces

GeG te ttt itt nii gn tott knkk on wo thtt ehh CaCC mpm up su - papp rtr ofo thtt ehh OrOO irr eii nee tn att ta itt oii noo PrPP orr go rarr m foff roo inii tn ett ree nrr an ta itt oii noo an l undn edd ree grr rarr da udd au ta ett sts utt du edd nee tn stt

ExEE cxx hcc ahh ngn eg sts utt du edd ne tn stt ene jn ojj yo iyy nii gn a sumpm tp utt ou uo su weww lcll oc moo em lul ncn hcc .hh



In Memory of Ge Weiwei 

he entire HKUST campus was 
overwhelmed with grief with the 
passing away of our Mainland 

chemical engineering student Ge Weiwei. 
Attended by President Paul Chu, senior 
University executives, staff and students, 

a memorial service for Weiwei 
was held on 26 November,  
2007 on the University campus. 

An eulogy in honor of Weiwei 
was drafted by HKUST Staff As-
sociation and handwritten by 
Vice-President for Administration 
and Business Prof Wong Yuk-
shan.

We are all saddened by Ge Wei-
wei’s departure and hope that 
similar tragedy will never happen 
again.
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In Memoriam 

hemistry Professor Emeritus 
Hiroyki Hiraoka passed away in 
August 2007 after a long illness. 

Students and staff who knew the late 
professor are united in their grief over his 
passing.

Joining the University’s Chemistry Depart-
ment in 1990, Prof Hiraoka retired in 1998. 
He was passionate in his teaching and 
research and was popular with his 
students. The University is grateful for his 
many contributions to its cause.

While on active teaching duty, Prof 
Hiraoka established a scholarship in mem-
ory of his late wife as an encouragement 
to the students. In that same selfless spi-
rit, his friends and relatives have set aside 
their individual donations after his death 

to set up the “Hiroyuki and Yoshie 
Memorial Scholarship.”

A colleague of his at the Chemistry 
Department has composed the following 
poetic eulogy in his memory:

“The landscape is bright and calm

  The craggy peaks eternally handsome

  In spreading knowledge

  His passion knows no bounds”

These simple words of tribute will be 
engraved somewhere in our campus, so 
that we may remember what this good 
man did during his time with us.

C
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