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We have ways for everyone to show their talent
The best part of my job is that I get to interact with students. 
Working with students is a real privilege. From my engagements 
with them, I have realized how capable and gifted our students 
are. To help them express their talents, we have something for 
almost every student.

In the Fall semester, we introduced the Dean’s Service Award 
to recognize students’ effort and commitment in serving the 
community on the HKUST campus and beyond and to further 
encourage students to give back to society. Recently I have 
interviewed the first batch of applicants for the awards. Some of 
them have done amazing projects and their devotion has deeply 
touched many, including the interview panel. Their applications 
demonstrate not only their keen commitment but also their 
excellent time management skills. I was pleasantly surprised by 
the variety of community projects undertaken by these students 
and the amount of time they have given to these experiences. 
I congratulate them all!

By working with our Student Editorial Board, we have also learnt 
that many students love and enjoy writing. In this issue, we have 
thus invited some students to write a few short articles for us in 
“The Column”. If you are interested in writing, want to express 
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Director’s Column

yourself, or speak out on a global issue, I strongly 
urge you to show us your potential and to contribute 
articles for the next issue of Buzz.

If you are a great singer, a gifted instrumentalist, 
a hip hop dancer, a kung fu expert, or simply 
one who loves to perform on stage in front 
of a large audience, we have something 
exciting coming up for you as well. 
This month, we are organizing our 
second Cohort Cup Competition, 
the “SBM’s Got Talent!” show. I am sure 
that this exciting event will open our eyes 
to the wealth of talent all around us.

University life is not just about studying, and 
education is not just about knowledge transfer. 
The campus provides numerous opportunities for 
students to discover and nurture their own interests. 
Students should take advantage of this goldmine 
campus and live a rich and balanced university life 
here.

 By Angela Ng
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Faculty
Spotlight   

Prof. Darwin Choi
Department of Finance

The essence was to know and identify my objectives 

clearly. After identifying the objectives, I would 

assign my time into different categories. For instance, 

if exams were approaching, I would assign more time 

You were Scout of the Year and got 10 straight 
A’s in HKCEE. How did you manage and balance 
your time?

Being a scout was a very different experience. I learnt 

many practical skills and ways to handle unexpected 

situations. We used to be very devoted towards scout’s 

competitions and other activities. For example, we would 

carry a torch and hike in the middle of the night – which I 

think is impossible for me to manage at this age now. And 

particularly, I made very good friends whom I refer to as 

‘brothers’ / ‘兄弟’. Those secondary school friends are still 

the ones I meet often now. 

Can you share your experience as a scout?

I enjoy playing badminton and hiking with my colleagues, 

but to be honest, what I do during my free time is just 

like everyone else. I read books and magazines, watch 

TV and use Facebook. I watch the UEFA Champions 

League. I also watch TV Drama, such as the earlier 

“The Mysteries of Love” (談情說案) starring Raymond 

Lam as a Physics Professor. Lam frequently refers 

to Physics concepts, and even once quoted Stephen 

Hawking. With my interest in Physics, I was curious if 

such concepts really exist, and this sometimes made 

me look them up in books.

What do you do in your leisure time?

Students nowadays are mature and active. They are 

more active in learning and asking more questions 

compared to my classmates in the past. I am quite 

impressed by students who participate in the optional 

online discussion board for my course. Also, this Buzz 

newsletter is impressive in that students would 

volunteer to interview someone and write a long 

article. I can’t imagine I would interview a professor or 

ask personal questions in the past.

What do you think are the qualities of HKUST 
students?

I think this will be Albert Einstein. With my rich interest 

in Physics and Math, I truly admire Einstein’s talents 

and contribution towards society. His general theory 

of relativity was certainly groundbreaking, and he was 

one of the first persons to combine space and time. 

Honestly, just being able to hold a conversation with 

him would be my greatest honor.   

If you can be someone else for a day, who will he be?

Yes, my personality type is INTJ, (introversion, intuition, 

thinking, judgment), and I concur with it to a large extent. 

In my role as a researcher there is much collaboration 

with other professors that requires me to have

independent thinking, paralleling with the introvert 

quality. As for the other three characteristics, this is 

quite accurate as I am a rational thinker, whether it 

be thinking about my research topic or contemplating 

other problems. 

Have you ever done the MBTI assessment? If 
yes, do you concur with it?

These are probably laid-back, thinking and distinctive. 

Laid-back and thinking in the sense that I am a relaxed 

person and often spend time thinking about very 

random topics. As for distinctive, this is because I have 

chosen a career path that shares very little similarities 

with my closest friends’ in high school and university.

Which three words best describe you?

Though I honestly have a profound 

interest in Physics and Math, I 

guess my bond with Finance

started when I became a research 

assistant for a Finance Professor 

at UPenn; this provided me with 

great exposure to the field. The 

research experience led me 

to discover how inter-related 

Finance is with Physics 

and Math. The knowledge I 

acquired from my scientific 

background greatly aided 

me in the understanding of Finance. Finance is truly 

fascinating and beautiful.

What made you do two undergraduate degrees 
at UPenn, one in Electrical Engineering and the 
other in Finance and Statistics? Why did you 
choose to do a PhD in Finance?

I prefer to be a professor as I enjoy doing research and 

I want to understand how financial markets work. I also 

gain satisfaction from teaching, especially when I see 

students applying what they have learnt. 

Why did you choose to become a professor and 
not work in a private firm?

Finance cannot help people to get rich but it helps me 

to be more critical when analyzing financial news and 

comments. If the market is efficient, prices would have 

incorporated all relevant information and no one would 

be able to outperform the market. It’s also hard to judge 

which analysts’ comments are correct as there are 

numerous assumptions behind their analyses. I keep 

a passive portfolio and I am a long-term investor who 

seldom looks at stock prices and the Hang Seng Index.

Can you share your investment views?

After composing this 
interview article, Prof. 
Choi’s words rang clear in 
our minds. We will never 
forget his experience and advice, whether it is his 
nostalgic memories as a scout or the need to predict 
different outcomes when adapting to unpredicted
situations and taking things with a pinch of salt. 

Afterwords
Joyce Chiu, Year 1, BBA (Global Business)
Carol Lam, Year 2, BBA (Economics)
Tracy Ng, Year 2, BBA (Finance)

to study and less 

time to play. The key 

to effective time 

management is to 

identify, prioritize 

and plan.
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Faculty
Spotlight   

Prof. Michael Zhang
Department of Information Systems, Business 
Statistics and Operations Management

Professor Michael Zhang 
is a perfect combination 
of conscientious scholar 
and constant innovator. 
His great passion about 
research has impressed us and inspired our thinking 
about our own career choices. By sharing informa-
tion about his joyful family life, we are convinced that 
with effort and devotion, a work-life balance can be 
achieved in one’s life.

Afterwords
Rita Li, Year 2, BBA (Marketing)
Clara Zhu, Year 2, BSc (Economics and Finance)

I do have a master’s degree in management from 

Tsinghua. After graduating from Tsinghua I took two 

jobs. One in an investment bank and the other was 

international marketing in a video equipment company. 

The experience of mingling with people in the financial 

industry and dealing with real world problems led me 

to discovering the beauty of business and management 

and wanting to learn more. Also at that time, one of my 

friends in the US suggested that I take advantage of 

my technology background and business experience to 

concentrate on IT/marketing-related disciplines in business 

school. He wanted to introduce me to his advisor, but 

then I got accepted by MIT, how can I refuse that?!

We know that you were majoring 
in English and Computer Science 
at Tsinghua University. After 
that you switched to pursue a 
PhD in management at MIT. 
What are the reasons behind 
your study choices? 

MITBBS was initially run by two friends and me on a very 

old server in a basement at MIT. However, due to its 

increasing popularity and bandwidth usage, we moved 

it out to a professional hosting company.  In order to 

finance the administrative costs, we decided to 

commercialize the operation of MITBBS by allowing 

advertisements and developing business models 

targeting specific niche markets. My multiple roles at 

that time ranged from the bottom duties like fixing 

system issues to the top business development 

decisions. The social influence of MITBBS was so huge 

that I could easily “wow” new Chinese friends I met 

around the US by saying I was a co-founder of it. The 

Wall Street Journal interviewed us in 2005. The 

experience of running MITBBS also turned out to be 

a unique source for my research topics and real-life 

teaching cases.

You were the co-founder of MITBBS, which is the 
most popular online community among overseas 
Chinese. Can you tell us some more about that?

I’ve had various job experiences before, but eventually 

I realized I was more interested in doing research, dealing 

with a few big question marks everyday and finding 

creative ways to tackle the problems. 

Lifestyle was one of the main reasons prompting me to 

return to Asia. Besides, the excellent research environment 

in UST was an important factor in my consideration. 

After hearing about your engineer plus entrepreneur 
story with MITBBS, I’m even more curious about 
why you chose to be a Professor. And what were 
the reasons for you to choose HKUST?

Actually, I was very quiet and shy when I was young. 

The naughtiest thing I had ever done in my childhood 

was not handing in homework for two years. How did 

I get away with it? At that time, our teacher asked the 

students who got back their homework to stand up. 

Those who did not hand in their homework would have 

no chance to stand up. Realizing the mechanism of 

this system, I always volunteered to help the teacher 

in distributing homework papers so I could naturally 

stand there when I finished my job. Of course you need 

to know how to randomize in order not to be caught.

You must have been a very smart child when 
you were young. Do you have any unforgettable 
memories from your childhood?

My wife and I were high 

school mates and I think 

we liked each other by 

then, but interestingly, 

we never talked to each 

other in high school.  Many 

years later, after I was dumped by an ex-girl friend I 

went back to Tsinghua University to take some photos 

of the historical buildings that I loved. I ran across a 

very warm-hearted librarian that I had known for a 

long time since college. To my delight, she said 

she would take care of the 

problem and introduce a 

lot of girls to me. Turned out she only introduced one 

girl to me and it was her daughter, my former high 

school mate. So in a sense, my marriage was “

arranged,” haha. That was how our romance started. 

Can you believe that the reason why my wife married 

How did you meet your wife?

Find your passion and work hard to excel in it. Be brave 

when facing your responsibilities and commitments. 

Don’t be discouraged by small failures in life. Focus on 

the big picture and keep looking forward. Never stop 

learning.

Any suggestions for our students?

http://blog.mikezhang.com

You were that sensitive to system mechanism 
when you were a kid? That is amazing. Do you 
have any other interest or hobbies? 

Playing Go and basketball were my favorite out-of-

class activities when I was young. At the end of my 

first PhD year at MIT, I started to write blogs, which 

served as a platform for self-reflection. After I finished 

my PhD program, I bought myself a good camera as a 

graduation gift and began to experiment with 

photography. It is very delightful and enjoyable to take 

photos. When my daughter began to study piano, I 

also started to learn it by myself. My 

favorite piano piece is Kiss 

The Rain by Yiruma.  

Recently, I really enjoy 

drawing pictures on 

my iPad when I’m 

in the MTR or on a 

flight.

me was that I looked like “Winnie the Pooh?” She is 

quite “sticky” and often accompanies me when I am 

traveling around. However, when I need to attend an 

important conference during a trip, I will be cool and 

tell her to “stay away from me for a while”. Then, my 

considerate wife will happily bring our daughters and 

go sightseeing around the cities by themselves. 
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Congratulations on being named one of 
the most promising leaders in the
region. How do you feel?
I feel very honored. Yet, I am humbled and overwhelmed 
in a way, especially when I met the other award winners. 
Their achievements and contribution to society reminds 
me that collectively, we have so much more to give 
towards the betterment of human kind.

Your determination to give back to society 
explains why you manage two very 
different companies at the same time. 
Your management skills amaze me!
I am lucky to be a female leader, as I find it easier to 
exhibit the feminine nurturing and caring side of me, 
along with my more masculine “go to war” mode. But 
regardless of your gender, it is always beneficial to 
broaden your bandwidth. 

On one end, I am very process driven, disciplined, capable 
of giving out clear and concise instructions. This is 
needed in my petro-chemical plant, where everyday 
we need to produce the same products according to 
the same regulations and specifications. At the other 
end, there is that soft touch, where I provide emotional 
support and nurturing. Here at Junior Achievement, I use 
this to create a much more relaxed environment, allowing 
my colleagues to have an almost fun relationship with 
their jobs.  

All in all, it is important to have a flexible management 
style in order to bring out the best in people.

Vivian Lau
CEO of Junior Achievement Hong Kong (JA), 
juggles two jobs, family life and marathon
running almost effortlessly. 

Buzz reporters Monica Lam and Maggie Lu 
investigate the secret to her work-life balance.

Speaking of career choices, I once read 
an article where you said “personal 
fulfillment is crucial. Some successful 
CEOs spent half their lives building an 
empire that locks them up.” Thinking 
back, do you think you were once one 
of those CEOs?
Yes, there were definitely times when I was so obsessed 
about delivering business results and I ignored everything 
else. Achievement and success are both your best 
friends and worst enemies. 

They are your best friends in a sense that they give 
you the motivation to push the limits and achieve 
greater heights, as well as grant you access to more 
opportunities. However, they also trap you inside the 
vicious cycle of achievement, where the more you 
achieve, the more responsibility you will be given. It is 
a never-ending race where enough never exists. Hence, 
it is crucial you know when and how to say stop.

Money and status are key indicators 
of success in society. To a large extent 
they explain why most people neglect 
the importance of having a good work-
life balance. What thoughts do you have 
on the definition of success in life?
There are many different facets to the definition of 
success, which used to be defined more narrowly in 
previous generations. Your generation is a blessed one, 

as you have grown up with a more colorful definition of 
life itself. Now, not only does it refer to the money you 
earn or the status you have, but it also means being 
responsible custodians of Mother Earth.

Being aware of the many meanings 
success embraces, how would you 
define work-life balance?
The word balance doesn’t necessarily have to mean 
50/50, everyone has their own definition of the word. 
It may be 80/20 or 99/1. Sometimes you even go into 
overdraft, where you have to pay the interest later! 
Hence, balance to me is a process, but not a state. 
We are always undergoing the process of balancing 
ourselves, constantly trying to reach our own state of 
equilibrium.

On the whole, having a good work-life balance simply 
means to lead a very fulfilling, enjoyable and great 
life. If you were to die any moment, will there be any 
regrets? Whatever opportunities life gives me, I want 
to experience them to their fullest.

Last of all, throughout your life, there 
must be times that were unbearably 
stressful. What stress handling
strategies have worked best for you?
I have a passion for running, as it detoxifies my body 
and mind. Running marathons is a good way of
rebalancing, as I am able to go through a long thought 
process while being alone. 

Whatever opportunities life gives me,
I want to experience them to their fullest.

Life in itself is a marathon, be it in their work-life
balance, career, or other aspects. These marathons 
bring a sense of passion, drive and fulfillment, along 
with discipline, determination and a lot of pain. The 
latter is inevitable, so embrace and accept it, it will only 
make you stronger.

Monica Lam, Year 2, BBA (Marketing)
Maggie Lu, Year 1, BBA (Global Business)

Flexible and equipped with critical thinking, it is no 
wonder that Vivian rose to such heights in her career 
and succeeded in finding her own way through life. We 
were riveted by her accounts of experiences relating not 
only to the top-level business world, but also to every-
day activities that we could identify with. But more than 
that, her poise and composure left us resolute to strive 
to become one fraction of all that she is today. It was an 
incredible two hours spent with Vivian, hours that we will 
remember and treasure for years to come.

Afterwords

Cover Story :
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What is a typical workday like 
for you?
I would say it’s quite normal and routine. I get up at 
6:30am and enjoy breakfast with my family. Work 
starts at 9am but I usually arrive half an hour earlier 
to update myself with the latest news. My routine at 
work includes meetings with colleagues and clients, 
and reviewing valuation reports. I finish work and get 
back home at around 7 or 8pm. Sometimes, there are 
conference calls that last around half to an hour. 

What do you do to maintain a 
good work-life balance?
I love spending time with my family. I always play and 
chat with my daughters on weekdays after work. I 
rarely go to the office on weekends since they are my 
family days, as I would bring my family to Ocean Park 
or go swimming and exercising together. I also enjoy 
sports like running and cycling. On weekdays, I sometimes 
run for 45 minutes before going to bed. Sometimes, 
if I finish work late, I get changed in my office and run 
back home along Bowen Road. On weekends, I normally
start early in the morning (6:30am) running around 
Disneyland, cycling from there to the Airport, or swimming 
in Repulse Bay. To me, these are all easy, convenient 
and cheap ways to keep fit and relaxed. I am an avid 
marathon and “Ironman” triathlon fan. (I was the first 
Chinese from Hong Kong to complete the “Ironman” 
triathlon in Australia in the late 1990s.) I actively
participate in races held in different countries such as 
New Zealand, Australia, China, Thailand, Singapore and 
France. Often I take my family when I travel to compete 
in races. 

Bernard Poon
Managing Director
Transaction Advisory Services
Ernst & Young 

What is the most important 
factor that helps achieve a 
work-life balance? 
I believe attitude matters most. Every profession works 
long hours nowadays, but the external environment is 
not going to limit you if you have the commitment and 
self-belief to achieve a good balance. You will always 
be able to squeeze time for your leisure activities 
if you have the drive, and be creative to create 

opportunities to maintain 
a healthy balance. My 
first job assignment as a 
staff accountant in EY was 
working in Beijing, back 
then I only slept about 4-5 
hours a day, but still managed 
to run for half an hour every 

night in the cold weather. The right attitude really 
matters and you have to stick to your own plan in 
order to be able to achieve a sensible work-life balance. 

What action can people take 
to develop a good work-life 
balance?
I always encourage people to develop their personal 
interests so they can spend their free time on their 
hobbies. Everyone should be unique and have his or 
her own character. People will respect who you are, 
and your interests will open doors for you to build up 
your network as you get to know people with similar 
interests as you do.  

What are the initiatives Ernst & 
Young takes to help employees 
reach a work-life balance?
Keeping a good work-life balance is always a fundamental 
objective in Ernst & Young. There is a Sports and 
Recreation Club which organizes different events 
including Family Day outing, badminton, table-tennis 
and tennis competitions, and also seminars on how to 
achieve a work-life balance. EY also offers flexibility 
to female employees to work from home so they can 
take care of their children while working at home. We 
greatly emphasize communication between junior 
and senior staff so the junior staff would not need to 
wait for their seniors to leave even though they have 
finished their work.  

How can university students 
prepare for their future career 
with a good work-life balance?
First of all, you should identify your goals in life. For 
example, I know doing sports is my favourite hobby, 
so I will always make time for it. Then, arrange your 
work and leisure activities according to your priorities. 

I would say study is certainly important to establish a 
good theoretical basis, but don’t forget to develop and 
explore your personal interests. A global vision is also 
important for your future career. Focus more on what 
is happening on the international stage, understand 
more about the emerging China market and update 
yourself about the latest trends in your desired profession. 
These would definitely help lay a solid foundation for 
your career and balance your work life as well. 

Ivy Ip, Year 3, BBA (Professional Accounting)
Angela Zhang, Year 1, BSc (Economics and Finance)

An “Iron Man” in Big 4? Yes! Mr. Bernard Poon remains 
physically fit, even though he holds a demanding position 
in Ernst & Young. He convinces us that attitude is the 
key to a successful work-life balance!

Afterwords

Many people believe achieving a work-life balance in the 

fast-paced HK society is nearly impossible, especially for 

the accounting profession which is characterized by long 

working hours. Mr. Bernard Poon, Managing Director of Ernst & 

Young Transaction Advisory Services, is here to share some 

tips on how to maintain a sensible work-life balance and 

survive in the Big 4!

Cover Story :
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I have lived in warm tropical weather, where the daily 
temperature seldom goes below 28ºC, for the first 18 years 
of my life. (Imagine 365 days of summer with occasional 
showers!) In December 2010, I decided to take this challenge 
– to go to North-East China to be a participant in a Winter 
Cultural Exchange Camp organized by Northeast Normal 
University in Changchun in Jilin Province (somewhere just 
underneath Harbin, the more well known city :P). 

The exciting part, which really 
did FREAK me out and made me 
hesitate, was the realization that 
the average temperature in that 
province is -25 to -30ºC in winter! 
In the end, I told myself that since 
this would be a once in a lifetime 
experience (who knows I might 
not have the guts anymore to go 
somewhere THIS cold in the future 
so I should take a shot!), I needed 
to take this challenge. I departed 
from HK and flew 2600 kms to 
Changchun on Christmas Eve.

Guess what? I didn’t regret my decision. Apart from learning 
a lot from the local university students, I visited several cool 
tourist spots and witnessed some Chinese historical heritage. 

My Coldest Travel Diary
Sherlyn Khor Year 3, BBA (Professional Accounting)

Shape the Life of Your Own
Eleanor Kangying Xiong Year 1, BBA

A New Start for New Year
Alex Zhanxiang Liu Year 1, BBA

A Sweet Date SIFE
Winnie Shuang Cai Year 1, BBA

We did lots of fun stuff during the 
8 day camp. All the fun included 
a performance during Xmas dinner 
celebration night, skiing, singing
karaoke, shopping around 
for winter clothing and attire 
because we didn’t bring enough, eating (we really did a lot 
of this!! And I love the food there), reindeer watching, being 
stuck in a huge traffic jam on our way back from Harbin to 
Changchun (There was a 10-hour traffic jam due to heavy 
snow and a major traffic accident!), and finally our bidding 
farewell to our buddies from the university on New Year’s 
Eve.

This is undoubtedly one of the best holidays I’ve ever had. 
And I’ll never forget this memorable Christmas and New Year 
celebration with a bunch of new friends who were so caring 
for all of us throughout the whole camp. I enjoyed every 
single moment I spent in Changchun and Harbin (although it 
was indeed really cold!), and I loved the spectacular views of 
the snow during this winter season. Surprisingly, my camera 
survived the low temperatures and I took some 1200 photos 
in just a week! Haha…so….do visit the North Eastern part of 
China when you’re free someday in the future! I’m sure you’ll 
have as much fun as I did!

Shall I compare the life at UST to a buffet? Holding a plate, 
you are surrounded by numerous gourmet choices. Some of 
them are familiar to you while others are novel; you can have 
a try of both kinds before deciding whether to reach for more 
or to give it up forever. At UST, your time is the plate and the 
opportunities are the dishes. You fill your time with what you 
need or favor, or simply spend some time on trial; no matter 
what you achieve finally, whether you appreciate it or not, 
when you look back on your journey, you will soon realize 
that they have become part of the life shaped by yourself.

The life here shaped by you is purpose-driven. You assess 
what your expectations are, and then decide on the path. 
It sometimes means challenges because achieving goals 
requires wise and careful time management. It is at UST that 
I’m truly learning how to strike a balance between studying, 
extra-curricular activities and leisure. I can still remember 
the days when my schedule was filled with five different art 
performances and other study and activity tasks simultaneously, 
within a consecutive four-week timeframe. I had to attend 
different rehearsals for the performances, finish the home-

Time flies indeed. That’s the first thing that jumps into 
my mind when looking back at my life in UST. Somehow I 
just cannot believe three semesters have passed by. What 
astonishes me most is that I have experienced so much 
in my university life. Various school-arranged enrichment 
activities, seminars from different disciplines and fantastic 
student society activities overwhelmed me. On top of that, 
I’m glad I had a chance to organise interesting activities with 
my friends. As the president of the Chinese Folk Art Society, 
HKUSTSU, such precious experiences taught me far more 
than I ever expected. Not only had I learned the procedure of 
organising successful and informative functions, but also my 
communication skills were  enhanced. I am sure these 
experiences count as one of my sweetest memories. 

There is no doubt that academic life is tough in UST. One way 
I found that was really helpful in dealing with this was to talk 
to my professors. At first, I felt a bit scared and wondered 
if it would be awkward. Amazingly, it was not. Professors 

Back in the summer of 2010, Students in Free Enterprise 
(SIFE) came into our world and the whole summer consisted 
of plenty of brainstorming and communication. We met 
frequently with Rufina Wong and many other chiefs from 
SAO and SIFE HK and thus developed a clearer and deeper 
understanding of SIFE. It is not far from us as it is traditionally 
positioned as an international student-run social enterprise 
organization. The real-world projects truly improve lives of 
people in need and at the same time accumulate capital for 
further development. I am still impressed by one project 
developed by Texas A&M University which made full use of 
the entrepreneurship spirit of some ex-drug dealers and 
gang members and then turned the inmates into business 
owners after release.

Together with the opening of the new semester, my friends 
in the SIFE recruitment team —Alex, Alan, Jeff, Kathy, Kittie, 
Lillian and Tiffany— also embraced a busy September by making 
the most of the Big-Character Poster, endlessly coordinating 
with SAO on various promotions. Ultimately, the overwhelming 
responses in the recruitment night, and the HK-wide training, 
proved that our efforts in founding the SIFE division at UST 
were a big success!

Shanghai

Taiwan

Shandong

Heilongjiang

Jilin

Changchun 

Hong Kong

A hike up one of the 
Snow Mountains!

work and deal with other tasks at the 
same time. Tight time schedule could 
indeed stress you out, but I managed to 
handle it at last. Although not all results are 
as satisfactory as expected, this experience 
made me realize how my expectations can 
be fulfilled and to what extent my capabilities 
can be extended.

UST life continues. Challenges are on the 
way, but enjoyment shall follow. Experiences 
and confidence gained through the days 
here at UST shall become not only part 
of the memory, but also the way to the 
future. 

were really friendly and welcomed students visiting them 
informally. I remembered meeting with Prof. Wenkai He from 
SOSC department. We talked about my sociology course and 
some up-to-date news regarding the course. By scheduling 
appointments with my professors, the most important thing 
I learned was the “Critical Analysis” method. In my opinion, 
understanding the way of analysis is more crucial than only 
processing the knowledge itself because you can apply it in 
any other discipline. Apart from that, it is just exciting 
chatting with people from different cultures, isn’t it?   

Last semester meant a lot to me. Courses were informative 
and interesting. I also made some good friends with my 
teammates. By the way, my Cantonese is still progressing 
and I am striving to reach the fluent level of speaking and 
listening. Anyway, I look forward to the spring semester and 
I will act according to my motto, although I know it sounds 
clichéd, “Play Hard, Study Hard”.

Lately our on-going social enterprise project “Paper Life 
Design” which aims at turning waste paper into furniture has 
won the first prize in the SIFE HK project presentation and 
also received sponsorships from the SEA Fund and other 
firms like Swire. Our most recent plan is to develop detailed 
market research and technical experiments.

It is the desire for making the world a better place that keeps 
all of us enthusiastic about our projects. No doubt that this 
experience is a great treasure in my university life, both for 
the valuable friendships and such a challenging and creative 
life. You never know what surprise is ahead unless you have 
tried it.

The Column
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I could never imagine how diverse the Chinese society

was before coming to Hong Kong as an exchange 

student. During my time here, I met people from 

Beijing, Shanghai, Sichuan, Haerbin and Tibet 

who spoke totally different dialects 

and had different life styles! In Korea, 

we only have one united nationality.

Even in the US, Korean students 

tend to stay in their own community 

instead of mingling with local students. 

The diverse environment here was

 really exciting. I have grasped every

opportunity to make friends with local 

and international students in HKUST and 

put a lot of effort into learning about new cultures.

To understand the Chinese language, I took a Mandarin 

course and I also tried to learn Cantonese by myself. 

Learning Chinese is very interesting but challenging. 

The grammar of Chinese is totally different from 

Korean which makes it very challenging! Apart from 

speaking, I also enjoy writing Chinese characters. 

Have a look at my Chinese calligraphy. Isn’t it cool?

Back in 2007, before my study in Ohio State University, 

I was in Seoul interning in Microsoft as a student 

partner. The experience of marketing different star 

products, including the software program called 

Silverlight, was very rewarding. One of my most 

unforgettable memories with Microsoft was being 

a supporter for the international event called the 

“Imagine Cup”. During the day, I helped student 

teams from Argentina, Malta and Poland explore 

Korean culture in Seoul to get inspiration for their 

project about digital media. At night, I showed them the 

Korean night market and Bar Street which is like Lan 

Kwai Fong here. We had a lot of fun together. 

It took me a while to get used to the life in Hong Kong, 

but I just want to stay in this exciting city for a couple 

of months more now! 

HKUST is such a fantastic place to study and make 

new friends. Facilities here are world-class. The local 

students here are nice and willing to help, and other 

exchange-in students from all over the world are 

interesting people to hang out with. 

Hong Kong is an incredible city for different kinds of 

experience as well. I tasted all kinds of Asia cuisine 

here: dim sum, Peking duck, Korean barbecue and my 

favorite Sushi One!  I enjoyed the exciting nightlife and 

learned how to appreciate Chinese girls. I went to 

Lantau Island to visit the Buddha, and I had a wonderful 

sunbath at the beach afterwards. I even crossed the 

border to Shenzhen for shopping, SPA and a 

pleasant massage.

It is also very 

convenient to explore 

other parts of Asia 

from Hong Kong. I 

have already been 

to Beijing, 

Singapore and 

Japan.

When I go back to Italy, I 

will definitely advise my 

friends to exchange to 

Hong Kong, to experience 

and to learn to be fully independent.

Former Microsoft 
Student Partner

Current Chinese 
Culture Learner

vs

Andrew Young-Hwi Cho
from Ohio State University (USA)

Nationality: Korean

Francesco Polon 

from Bocconi University (Italy)

Nationality: Italian

Text by Rita Li

Exchange In Exchange In

My Colorful
Life in HK

Text by Daisy Li

After the one-year internship, I realized the urgency of 

getting more international experience and enhancing 

my English proficiency. I decided to go to the US for 

further study and raised the tuition fee myself. It was 

not easy to leave my comfort zone and throw myself 

into a totally new world but I believed in my choice 

and the value of turning myself into a person 

with a global perspective. 
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A festive Diwali in China? A 

festive Diwali in HKUST? This 

might sound like a paradox but 

let me tell you, it can be done! 

This year the unofficial Indian 

Students Society took the 

initiative to organize a party to 
celebrate the festival of lights. This party, while honoring

our culture and nationality, at the same time also 

showcases and promotes our customs and traditions to 

the rest of UST. All students were invited as we endorsed 

and sold tickets at the café. One of the biggest draws 

was definitely the all-you-can-eat Indian buffet! 

At night, 150 students came from 

all across Hong Kong. It was the 

first time I had seen so many 

people dressed in Indian clothing 

since I left India! It was incredibly 

heartwarming to see everybody 

mingling and having such a great 

time. What we had in mind was 

Have you ever thought of the idea of teaching teachers? 

Last summer I spent two weeks in Sichuan province

providing English training to local primary school teachers. 

This social project was held by the TECC (Technology and 

Education: Connecting Cultures). I regard my experience 

there as my happiest memory in my life so far. 

A Super Serving Experience

This program aims to teach English to primary school 

teachers in distant areas so that they 

can help young students better. 

The teachers have a very limited 

English level and some of them 

haven’t been able to memorize the 

alphabet yet. Our team came up 

with a number of ideas to motivate 

them. For example, I thought of the 

idea of an English speech contest. 

I was the MC for that two-hour 

activity and “jumped” here and 

there to keep the energy on 

stage for them. Although I was 

totally exhausted

Go to Harvard

I heard of this Visiting Undergraduate Student (VUS) 

program at Harvard from one of my fellow GBUS 

students who was in this program last year. Throughout 

our conversations, I was really convinced that the 

opportunity to study and network with students at 

Harvard would turn out to be a great learning and 

humbling experience.

Super Busy Academic Life

The most striking difference I’ve felt so far between 

UST and Harvard is that students here at Harvard are 

more engaged with their studies and thus generally

spend most of their time and energy on classes, sections 

and all kinds of assignments. Reasons are, I suppose, 

that the workload here is almost twice that in UST. 

An example is that I’m only taking three courses here 

but the reading assignments every week could easily 

go up to 500 pages and you do have to read all that to 

be able to follow the weekly discussion sections and 

offer your own opinions. Also, as opposed to the group 

project models in UST, a majority of the assignments 

Something about Me

I am an outgoing person who enjoys doable challenges 

a lot. Currently, apart from being a HKUST freshman, 

I am also a national cricket player playing for three 

teams.

It All Started When I Was 3

I started holding a cricket bat under the influence of 

my dad, who is an internationally accredited cricket 

umpire. Interestingly, cricket was not something that I 

was keen on at first, but during the course of training 

sessions and playing in competitions, I started enjoying 

the game.

Going International with Cricket

I have represented Hong Kong in various international 

tournaments since 2006, including those held in 

Pakistan, Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand. Last 

November, I participated in the Asian Games and it was 

really an unforgettable experience. It was the first time 

cricket was included as an Asian Games discipline and 

Hong Kong qualified for the event by virtue of winning 

the Asian Cricket Council tournament in 2009.

A Festival of Lights To Teach Teachers Tell You a Real Harvard Living the Passion for Cricket

a fun get-together in the name 

of Diwali – we got all that and 

more. The performances by our 

contemporaries went without a 

hitch, the MBA students did not 

feel any sense of discomfort, 

and students from other 

universities had no trouble 

making lifelong friends. It was a 

night to remember and we shall 

definitely be making this party a 

tradition!

after the competition, I was 

happy because my effort and 

passion was appreciated 

by my “students” and my 

teammates.

The Unforgettable Candle Night

There were two HKUST students, and others from 

some top universities in the US and Mainland China, 

also on the program. At the end, our team had a 

“candle night.” We sat together to pass a candle in the 

dark. Whoever held the candle would talk about 

what was his or her impression of two other teammates.

 I surprisingly found that I was the one who got 

mentioned by my fellow volunteers the most. It was 

very encouraging because I always felt that I lack the 

necessary charm and have to work hard to develop 

friendships. This little game helped me realize that I 

do have some traits which will be noticed by people 

naturally. When I help others, I find that I get far 

greater inner reward.

here are expected to be done on 

your own and so you tend to feel 

a greater sense of responsibility 

for your own academic

performance.

Outside Classroom

Clubs here at Harvard tend to be more educating than 

entertaining and I enjoy them a lot. I’m also the current 

Associate Sponsorship Director of the Harvard China 

Forum which aims to bring together interested people 

from all sorts of sectors to discuss various aspects about 

China in an annual conference on the Harvard Campus. 

Harvard to Me

It would be an overstatement to say that the one-year 

experience at Harvard has profoundly changed my life, 

but the most important thing I’ve learned so far is to 

remain open and humble, take every class and every 

engagement as a learning process and always try to 

have fun with whatever I have in hand.

Challenges and Beyond…

Cricket has largely influenced 

my life, even more so since I 

was selected as captain of the 

national U-19 and cricket club teams. 

As captain, I am responsible for everything that happens 

on the cricket field including strategy planning and 

field placements, and this has definitely polished my 

decision-making and time management skills. I really 

appreciate the close bond my teammates and I share 

together. 

Having to balance my time between 3 to 6 cricket 

training sessions per week and studying in HKUST is 

definitely a challenge. However, I am glad to have my 

parents’ keen support as a great motivation for me to 

strive for the best in both cricket and my studies. I really 

love HKUST for its natural beauty and its diversified 

student profile. I am considering a master's degree in 

sports management after graduation and I hope to 

have a sports-related career in the future.

Saurabh Swarup Year 3

Dual Degree - BEng (Computer Science) and

BBA (General Business Management)

■ Text by Maggie Lu

Sophie Yuwei Wu Year 1

BBA

■ Text by Amy Jia

Miranda Jing Gao Year 2

BBA (Global Business)

■ Text by Clara Zhu and Rita Li

Ishitaa Anoop Gidwani  Year 1

BBA

■ Text by Sherlyn Khor and Angela Zhang

MY LIFE@UST MY LIFE@UST
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3 MUST-KNOWs
about wineLesson 1

DO YOU KNOW?
Wine tasting has become very popular in China in recent years. More wine auctions and wine cellars are available 

around the country as wine is becoming more of a status symbol of many business professionals. There are also an 

increasing number of professional courses and training in the wine industry being offered to bridge the gap between 

the growing consumption trend and genuine wine knowledge for wine lovers and enthusiasts.

3. The following chart shows the best food which complements each wine to achieve a good balance in tastes.  

 Knowing the food culture of a particular wine growing region can help you better differentiate the perfect  

 food pairing candidate for its wine partner.

The Wonders Of 

WineTasting
Eager to learn something useful yet 

interesting in this brand New Year? 

We have a COOL short course to 

offer – WINE101 where you can 

grab the handiest tips about 

wine tasting in this episode’s 

Buzz Classroom!   

Course Instructor: Mr. Wilson Kwok
Well-known wine expert with over 25 years of experience 
in the food and wine industry. 

Holds a Master’s Degree of Enology at the University of 
Bordeaux, France as well as a Grand Diploma from the 
Cordon Bleu de Paris, in France, he was knighted by the 
French  Government  as  Chevalier  de  L’Ordre  du  
Merite  Agricole  for  his  outstanding contribution  to  
French  cuisine  and  wine.   

Became the first person from Asia to be invited to be a 
Member of the Jury in 2006 for the prestigious annual 
wine competition, the Citadelles du Vin, held in Bordeaux.  

Won the Sommelier of the Year in Hong Kong on Australia 
Wines in 2000.

Awarded the title of “Conseiller d’Honneur” (Honorary 
Advisor) by Connétablie de Guyenne of Côtes de Bourg 
wine growing region in 2009.

Managing director of the W’s Group and owner of his 
flagship restaurant, W’s Entrecote.  

Published cookbooks and contributed columns to a number of 
monthly journals including “Wine Now” Monthly Magazine 
and the South China Morning Post. Recently published 
“The Sound of French Wine”, a book which could accurately 
read wine names and assist wine enthusiasts towards 
becoming a wine professional.

Advised as well as co-hosted TVB Jade’s 6 episode series, 
“Wine Confidential” with Bosco Wong in January 2010.

Let’s kickstart with a few guidelines about wine and food pairings:

Brief Description Best Paired Food Extra tips!

Red Wine
Generally goes nicely with 

heavier foods, normally 

not served during opening 

courses

Beef

Red pasta

Strong cheese

Merlot, Cabernet, and Port 

pairs well with chocolate

Tends to be served with 

appetizers, and goes well 

with most lighter dishes

Seafood (shrimp, crab, 

lobster, fish) with lite 

& cream sauce 

Mild cheese

Chardonnay or a Dry 

Riesling  go nicely with the 

gentle flavors of a turkey
White Wine

Goes well with appetizers, 

sushi, very light meals, 

and as an after-dinner 

celebration

Sushi

Lobster, scallops, 

shrimp

Mushrooms

Champagne is always 

good with desserts such 

as strawberries, tarts, fruit 

puddings, and cookies!

Sparkling Wine

Wine Mini-Stories:
Merlot is the name of a red grape which 
traces its ancestry to the biturica variety. 
This was brought to France in the first 
century. From this stock came many of the 

varieties we know today - Cabernet, Malbec, 
and so on. Recently, wine made from merlot 

grapes was used solely as a blending wine. Soft 
and compliant, it was used to mix with Cabernet 

in the French Bordeaux wines as it would bring a 
more mellow aspect to these wines. 

The chardonnay grape is thought to have 
originated in Lebanon, and in France 
Chardonnay became the only grape allowed 
to be grown in Chablis, Burgundy. Winemakers 
love Chardonnay because the vines are 
easy to grow, and have a high yield. Wine 
drinkers love Chardonnay because of the 

wide variety of flavours it can take on.

1. Cultural information about the wine other than its name.

2. How different types of soil, climate conditions and  

 geographical areas which directly affects the harvest  

 for grapes could form different tastes of wine. 
The best grapes for 
wine are cone shape!

Buzz Cue

BuzzClassroom
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Purchase your wine from a reliable vendor. Quality 

wine is usually stored in a wooden box instead of a 

paper/cardboard box. 

Carefully store the wine horizontally under a

temperature of 15-18 C̊ as storing it vertically will 

separate the wine from the cork, causing the air to 

leak into the bottle and affect the quality.

Know whether the wine is suitable for aging.

Storing wine for too long might affect its taste.

1.

2.

3.

5 TIPS
for wine tasting

3 THINGS 
about your 
bottle of 
wine

Lesson 2

Lesson 3

1. Being both physically and mentally healthy is   

 definitely essential for wine tasting. Apart from  

 that, bright and white lighting is always important  

 to help you correctly determine and judge the  

 color of wines. Placing a small piece of white   

 paper under the wine glasses will also help too.  

 Good air ventilation will also allow you to

 accurately smell the wine aroma.

2. Follow this sequence! Dry taste to sweet taste,  

 white wine to red wine and neutrality of mouth  

 cavity. 

3. Always remember to slightly swirl the glass of  

 wine to identify its smell before tasting. There  

 are 3 types of aroma that you might be able   

 to identify: the fruit flavor, the after-brew  

 aroma and the aged aroma. 

4. Taste the wine by slowly sipping the glass of   

 wine. The tastes can be classified into categories  

 such as flowers, fruits, spices and minerals.

 

 Buzz Cue
 Salty food could be paired up   

 with acidic tasting wine to form  

 a sweet flavor in our palates!

5. Recap and recall your own feelings towards the  

 wines you’ve tasted. Writing down notes for   

 each of the wine you’ve tasted is always helpful  

 to systemize your memory towards different   

 types of wine and familiarize yourself with your  

 taste buds! 

         CAUTION! Holding on to the bowl of a wine 

glass will affect the temperature of wine and prevent 

us from observing the wine color; hence, we 

should always hold the stem of a wine glass. 

Forward: The best way to learn about wine is to 

dive in and start tasting some! Learn for yourself 

which wines best suit your particular palate.

Afterwords
Sherlyn Khor, Year 3, BBA (Professional Accounting)

Twinnie Yung, Year 2, BBA (Marketing)

It was an interesting and memorable experience to spend time with Mr. Kwok to 

learn about wine-tasting as his insightful knowledge has widened our perspectives on 

the wine industry! We truly agree with Mr. Kwok that wine-tasting should be a fun, 

relaxing and joyful activity and we should always try to enjoy wine-tasting from 

the heart instead of just studying it with our minds. 

Advice from our 
INSTRUCTOR

It takes a lot of experience and interest to master wine 

knowledge. For beginners, the right attitude such as diligence 

and curiosity to learn is important. The more variety of 

wine you taste, the more familiar you get with your own 

pallet. Try not to get too technical and push yourself too 

hard at the beginning stage of wine tasting. After all, wine 

tasting is really about SHARING and FUN. It is also crucial 

to understand the culture and the history of a wine to fully 

learn and appreciate wine from all different regions. 

BuzzClassroom

WINE 
LAB

Your FIRST wine 
tasting experience

Recommendation No.1
Côtes du Rhône, a wine growing region of France, producing wines 

which exist as red, white and rosé wines. Its red wine is a fruit-driven 

type of wine which is not too complicated and quite affordable, hence 

suitable for beginners. 

Recommendation No.2 
Bordeaux, one which also produces large quantities of everyday red, white, rose 

and sparkling wines as well as some of the most expensive wines in the world.
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I first realized the excitement and challenges of managing 

operational risk when I was working in The Hong Kong 

Monetary Authority (HKMA). Back then I was closely in 

touch with different financial institutions and discovered 

operational risk is very important as it oversees all 

business lines of a bank. Later I joined Newedge (a 

joint-venture of SocGen and Calyon Bank) and 

established the regional operational risk team in 8 

locations with 10 members.  Recently, I joined HSBC and 

am establishing the operational risk and compliance 

function within one of the business lines.  My daily 

duties include handling business uncertainties and 

implementing changes to minimize risks, which 

strengthen my common sense.

I am also very proud to be one of the founding members 

of the Asia Chapter of the Institute of Operational Risk, 

which aims at promoting skills and standards associated 

with operational risk management. Besides, I share 

and speak at various occasions such as The Hong Kong 

Institute of Bankers (HKIB) Annual Conference and The 

Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public Accountants 

(HKICPA) event.  To maintain a healthy work-life balance, 

my study in UST has trained me to better manage time 

and to face stress positively.  During my leisure time, I 

enjoy swimming, playing ball games, hiking, being an 

instructor of The Hong Kong Award for Young People 

(AYP) and organizing various social services.

Time flies. It’s been two years since I joined The 

Government of the HKSAR as an Executive Officer. 

After being posted to the Narcotics Bureau in the Hong 

Kong Police Force, I have been working under a 

Superintendent and directly supervising a dozen 

people. I now pay more attention to news involving 

dangerous drugs as I may see the exhibits in my office. 

People here work closely to keep society clean and 

I have developed a strong sense of belonging to my 

bureau. Although I will miss this unique working place, 

it’s time for me to move on. I hope my next venture in 

another department will be as great as this one.

Greetings! I was lucky to become an Equity 

Research Analyst at DBS Vickers upon 

my graduation, and life everyday is 

about challenges and achievements. 

Covering HK and China consumer-related 

companies, I need to visit many of 

their stores and plants, and study 

financial statements in depth to 

understand their operations. Writing 

research reports are indeed time-consuming, 

but even more work needs to be done just 

to know them well in first place! No pain, 

no gain. The self-fulfillment is overwhelming 

when one becomes an expert on a company, 

exploring a company’s potential and sharing the 

knowledge with people from afar. Come and 

experience the financial world!

Graduate
Updates

Jacky
Wai Kin Leung│Class of 1996│BBA (Accounting)

MARK
Ru Li │Class of 2010│BSc (Economics and Finance)

Mandy
Man Wai Cheung│Class of 2008

BBA (Management of Organizations and Marketing)
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Graduate
Updates

After graduation, I joined UBS as an analyst in the 

equities department and worked with my colleagues in 

the Asia-Pacific region to develop equities franchises. 

Now as a research analyst in another fast-growing 

brokerage firm, I am responsible for covering 

macroeconomic and index research and recommending 

trading ideas to clients.

I enjoy the process of bringing up new ideas based on 

my research and helping my clients make profits. The 

company gives me opportunities to grow and learn. I 

have been sent to Shanghai to deliver an investment 

strategy presentation to private bank clients and to 

Guangzhou to participate in a great conference during 

the Asian Games. The finance, information systems 

and business communication classes in HKUST were 

truly beneficial for equipping myself with necessary 

skills in this challenging industry. Please feel free to 

contact me at zenkikwan@yahoo.com. 

Operations management – I believe it may mean 

some repetitive and boring work for many people. 

After working for a year in the UBS Business 

Management and Management Information 

Systems (MIS) team, I found out that working and 

thinking like an operator nowadays is not enough 

to survive the constant challenge from different 

outsourcing firms from China or India. To survive, 

my role is to investigate what is going on and to 

find a smarter and simpler way to get things done.  

I must also remain highly flexible during times of 

constant change. It is our creativity and flexibility 

that creates value to the firm and differentiates us 

from others.

Cyrus
Sin Hang Wong│Class of 2009

BBA (Finance and Information Systems)

Zenki
Kai Ching Kwan│Class of 2008

BBA (Finance and Information Systems)
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