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Economics and me
“When I was a kid, I thought of becoming 
the President, a scientist, a doctor, a 
writer, a reporter… but I have never 
thought about becoming an economist 
or a professor. I didn’t even study 
Economics during my undergraduate 
days!”

In contrast to many people’s perceptions, 
Wooyoung never studied Economics 
in his high school or for his initial 
undergraduate study. Instead, he 
majored in Mechanical Engineering when 
he first entered university.

“I had no idea what to study when I 
was a high school kid. I just listened 
to my friends and followed them into 
Mechanical Engineering. I spent two 
years on the subject but by then I realized 
I didn’t like it.” Wooyoung eventually 
decided to retake the university entrance 
examination and start again from the 
beginning.

“I chose Economics for my second 
attempt because it is the fundamental 
behind every business decision. 
Economics is about human behaviour 
and everyday life. I can apply the theories 

Born and raised in Seoul, Prof. Wooyoung Lim 
completed his studies in Korea before starting his PhD 
studies in the U.S. In this interview, he shares stories 
about his university days, his family and his views on the 
growing Korean culture.

Prof. Wooyoung Lim 

Department of Economics

to my daily decision-making…however 
sometimes Economics theories may 
not work to explain everything! For 
one thing, it fails to explain my wife’s 
shopping behavior.”

Be the master of your time
Economics is about making the best 
decision with limited resources available. 
As an Economist, Wooyoung grasps the 
importance of making the best decision 
with the scarcest resource - TIME!

“When I was studying Mechanical 
Engineering, I didn’t know how to 
manage my time and I simply spent my 
time doing part time jobs in order to 
earn money for my tuition fees and living 
expenses. I almost forgot my academic 
studies and as a result, I got a very low 
GPA.”

When Wooyoung re-entered university, 
he found a perfect solution to everything. 
“How about I focus on my studies and 
support my living with an academic 
scholarship? Then I could manage 
everything well and find a balance 
between academic work and social life!”

Wooyoung maintains a life balance 
despite his hectic teaching schedule. 

“During weekdays, I concentrate 
on teaching and research; while at 
weekends, I spend time with my 
family and friends and we go hiking or 
undertake some other outdoor activities 
to relax. It is important to maintain a 
balanced life and find a way to relax. Life 
is full of ups and downs; I try to meet my 
family and friends whenever I feel tired 
or stressed. Having peer support is an 
effective way to motivate you and keep 
you optimistic.”

My happy angels
Wooyoung always has a happy grin on his 
face whenever he talks about his family. 
“I got married to my wife after knowing 
each other for just 4 months! It’s perhaps 
the wildest and the best decision I have 
ever made! We first chatted on MSN 
after one of my friends introduced her 
to me. I was then preparing for my PhD 
preliminary exam in the U.S. and she 
was in Korea. The exam meant a lot to 
me: if I failed in this exam, I would need 
to quit the PhD course and go back to 
Korea. She supported me a lot in my 
toughest times, giving me confidence 
and the power to complete the exam. 
We realized we liked each other very 

Faculty

S pot l ight

Afterword

Reported by Collin Fu & Jason Leung
Listening to Wooyoung’s sharing reminds us of the importance of time management and having a balanced 
life. People always say we do not have enough time to do this or that, if we think about our lives, how much 
time is spent fooling around or procrastinating? If we manage our time wisely, we could probably achieve a 
more balanced life.

much and two months after the exam 
during Christmas, we got married! We 
now have a 3-year-old son, Yujun. He and 
my wife are my angels and they make my 
life complete!”  

Recently there has been controversy 
about parents arranging too many 
activities for their children, hardly 
allowing them to have time to play or 
even sleep. “The same phenomenon can 
also be found in Korea, it’s ‘Gangnam 
Style’ parenting! Some Korean parents 
may even send their children to 5-7 
after-school activities which is really 
too much.” Wooyoung believes it is 
important to let children learn and 
develop in their own way. “I shall not put 
any restrictions on my son’s future. I will 
try to help him make his own decisions. 

If he believes he has got the talent in, 
say, singing or playing the guitar, I will 
support him in achieving that goal.”

The Korean Wave
Wooyoung is “very Korean”. “Like other 
Koreans, I like drinking a lot and I like 
all Korean food. As a Korean living in 
Hong Kong, I think I am also responsible 
for promoting my country and sharing 
the good parts of Korean culture with 
people around me. The Korean pop 
song ‘Gangnam Style’ has done a very 
good job in spreading the Korean wave 
all over the world. Even my son loves the 
dance so much that whenever he listens 
to the song and sees the music video, 
he follows Psy and performs his ‘horse-
riding’ dances!

For Korea enthusiasts, Wooyoung also 
suggested some not-to-be-missed places 
to visit. “Hong-dea area in Seoul is 
famous for its good food, nice pubs and 
youth culture. Talking about the popular 
word ‘Gangnam’, it does not only refer 
to a particular location in Seoul, but also 
the culture, people, fashion, food and 
so on. To experience the ‘real Gangnam 
Style’, you need to go to Cheongdam-
dong and Apgujeong-dong, the two 
core ‘Gangnam’ hangouts, and try some 
Korean drinks and food with the local 
people!”
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I lived in HKUST when  
I was a child
When Derrald’s dad was a professor in 
HKUST, Derrald lived with his family in 
HKUST (Tower 5). “I was a high school 
kid back then. I was running around the 
campus, having fun and ‘causing trouble’ 
with my friends. I used to spend hours 
every week down at the basketball court 
by the water; now I am too ‘old’ to play 
outdoors, but I still love going down to 
the court as it reminds me of the good 
old days.”

Talking about the characteristics Hong 
Kong students share, “students here 
in Year 1 have already started talking 
about their careers and buying houses. 
This cannot be imagined in the U.S!” 
Derrald appreciates students’ motivation 
and long-term perspectives; but he 
genuinely recommends having more fun 
in university. “Our students are so lucky. 
They have amazing opportunities that 
most people in the world do not have. 
Try to maintain a long-term perspective. 
Things that seem important today, like 
exams, grades and even majors, will not 
be as important as they are a few more 
years later. Things will work out in the 
end.”

I pursue adventures and  
having fun
Hiking, watching movies and basketball 
are only some examples of what Derrald 
does to add color to his life! Among his 
hobbies, he especially enjoys travelling. 
“I like having adventures with my family. 
I still remember once we did a family 
backpacking trip to Indonesia for a 
month, taking buses and trains. One 
night we all slept on the floor of a bus 
stop in the middle of nowhere.”

Talking about his most unforgettable 
travel experience, Derrald still vividly 
remembers setting off with his wife from 
Vladivostok (on the east coast of Russia) 
to Moscow. “It was 10,000 kilometers on 
a train, about a week straight if you did 
it all at once. We broke the trip up with 
several stops in different cities and had 
an amazing time. There is nothing like 
Siberia in winter.” Though it was a long 
ride, Derrald had a great time chatting 
with Russians who were travelling in the 
same compartment with them. 

He would like his next destinations to 
be Nepal, Sri Lanka, Fiji, Estonia and 
India…“Once you go back to the U.S, 
those places are hard to visit. I will try my 
best to convince my wife to go there in 
near future!”

Hong Kong, family and future
Food, people, culture, entertainment…
Derrald enjoys every part of Hong Kong 
for its incredible diversity. “Hong Kong is 
the most exciting city, it’s so international 
and it’s so close to many exciting places. 
The food here is also amazing! I like 
mapo tofu and dim sum a lot! I can eat 
everything including chicken feet which 
Americans usually don’t like!”

Hong Kong means a lot to Derrald. Not 
only was it the place where Derrald spent 
his youth, it was also the place where he 
met his first girlfriend, who later became 
his wife. 

“We met in Hong Kong as teenagers, 
but we were later separated by the sea 
when I moved to the U.S and she went 
to the U.K.” However, true love really 
can overcome the challenge of time and 
physical distance. “We were reconnected 
10 years later, thanks Facebook! We both 
love Hong Kong and were very eager to 
take the opportunity to come back!” 

The Stices have just had a new family 
member joining their adventures in  
Hong Kong.

“My wife has just given birth to our  
first baby - a dragon girl, how exciting! 
I’d like to be a relaxed and fun dad; 
to play catch with my child rather than 
worrying about her school grades. I’d like 
my child to be excited about whatever 
it is, and since accounting is the most 
exciting thing in the world, it will be an 
easy choice for her; and sure we need 
more accountants in our family! ” 

Any future plans? “Enjoy life and try to 
change the world, with accounting!” 

Afterword
Reported by Collin Fu & Jason Leung
Derrald exemplifies the motion “Work Hard, Play Hard”. 
While he pursues continuous improvement in his research 
and teaching, he also enjoys his life as much as he can. 
SBM-ers, let’s not forget to catch the fun factor in our many 
pursuits in life!

Accounting is traditionally perceived as a 
boring subject only involving systematic 
calculation and interpretation. Likewise, 
accounting professors are stereotyped as 
people who lack fun in their lives. 

Prof. Derrald Stice proves this is simply 
not true! He is far from being a dull 
person and never tolerates boredom in 
his life. In this interview, Derrald shares 
with us his passion for accounting, his 
supportive family and his exciting travels 
abroad.  

Accounting is never boring,  
never ever!
 “Accounting is so exciting, and an 
extremely useful way of thinking 
about the world and understanding 
business”. To Derrald, having some 
knowledge about accounting is of 
paramount importance in order to 
understand how business works, how 
to lay solid investment foundations, 
and to strategically grow a company. 
“It’s not just for accountants; it’s not just 
for business majors; accounting is for 
everyone.”

After switching between four majors 
in university, Derrald chose to invest 
his future in accounting. He originally 
thought he would be working as a broker 
or financial analyst; however he got 
hooked when conducting accounting 
research in university and started his 
teaching career immediately after his 
PhD graduation.

There may be a dominant accounting 
gene in the Stice family. “I am from a big 
accounting family: my dad and uncle are 
both accounting professors and I have a 
brother and a sister in accounting PhD 
programs. People may think that my 
dad has influenced me a lot in choosing 
accounting; but in fact, he never pushed 
me to focus on any specific career, nor 
did he push me about my grades. So it’s 
more by coincidence, accounting has 
somehow become our family business! 
Among our family members, we can talk 
about the accounting research we have 
done and do some projects together. It’s 
so great!” 

Prof. Derrald Stice  

Department of Accounting

Faculty
S potlight
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“To me, working in Hong Kong 
was a straightforward and simple 
decision,” said Owen. Coming 
from Malaysia to HKUST for his 
business degree, Owen chose to 
stay in Hong Kong for his career 
development, initially for its 
perfect proximity – not too close 
or too far away from his homeland. 
However, as time has gone on, 
he has embraced Hong Kong 
wholeheartedly for all its wonders 
and flaws. 

You won’t know unless you go
Aristotle once said, “Knowing 
yourself is the beginning of all 
wisdom.” To Owen, it is also about 
spontaneous decision-making 
and an attempt to understand 
the meaning of happiness and 
success. Owen’s three-course 
self-discovery menu comprises 
reading, interacting with others and 
traveling. Getting to know oneself 
is a lifelong process and keeping an 
open mind to challenge one’s own 
perspectives is the very first step.

As soon as Owen pinned down 
Hong Kong as his study destination, 
there was no doubt in his mind 
HKUST was the best choice for 

his interest in business studies 
and the world-reputation of the 
University as a whole. Owen’s 
philosophy and personality 
perhaps contributed the greatest 
magic to his student life – one 
without stress. “I enjoyed my 
life in UST a lot and it all went 
very smooth. It’s all about the 
expectations you set for yourself.” 
Above all, Owen is most grateful 
for the freedom and flexibility 
to gain exposure to the world 
outside, from the exchange 
opportunity to having a gap year 
for cultural learning.

Graduating with a double major 
in Global Business and Finance, 
Owen naturally has a lot of friends 
joining the banking and finance 
industry. But he knew that being 
a banker was not his cup of tea. 
“If I didn’t study finance and just 
looked at it from the outside 
in, I might think that banking 
is a glamorous job that brings 
in loads of money.” Getting to 
know the people and the culture 
of a number of industries during 
his undergraduate years helped 

him identify his career interests 
beyond the usual crossroads 
between investment banking and 
management consultancy. Owen 
really enjoys his current corporate 
role with Jardine Matheson which 
offers him diversity and exposure 
across cultures, industries and 
functional roles in the APAC 
region. 

Owen emphasizes a lot on 
following one’s gut feelings. “With 
that you need to have a lot of 
options. You need to be more 
exposed, be more open. If you 
don’t have a lot of choices, you 
don’t know what you can choose. 
So once you know what you can 
have, you have a better feel of 
what you enjoy doing.”

Cover Story

Owen Soh 

BBA ( Global Business & Finance ) 
Class of 2011

Every journey begins with a single step. 

Not long ago, three young people sailed  

from their safe harbors for university study. 

Setting off for Hong Kong from different 

parts of the world, their travels intersected 

at UST. They followed their dreams and 

doors they never knew existed opened for 

them. As they graduated, they continue 

their exploration of the here and now. Their 

journey is best measured in highlights 

rather than miles. 

The road less travelled
As a goal-oriented person, Owen 
was determined to set himself 
apart from others. While running 
for a student society and internship 
are the bread and butter to many, 
Owen gave definition to university 
life in his own way. “If I did another 
internship, I would have been just 
like everyone else. Often, we see 
different people doing similar 
things. To differentiate oneself 
sometimes also means to bring out 
one’s best.” Owen decided to go 
to France to learn the language, 
and take a gap year for backpack 
traveling to see the world and 
connect with humanity. 

Owen believes that it is important 
to explore other cultures when 
we are young. It gives us the 
chance to reconcile our identity 
and at the same time be open to 
new opportunities. When Owen 
recounted his good old days 
back in South America and his 
backpacking adventures, he said 
there’s an aftertaste that lingers. 

“It’s the fear sometimes which 
helps you grow… especially the 
first two weeks in a new place. I 
was even an illegal immigrant for 
two days in Ecuador due to visa 
issues! However, once you’ve gone 
through a lot of changes, you have 
the confidence that you are able 
to adapt.” Traveling with two new 
European friends also found Owen 
dealing with conflicts of values 
and cultural differences everyday, 
which has given him a better sense 
and sensitivity of intercultural 
communication.

When the dots connected
While we can’t connect the dots 
looking forward, as Steve Jobs put 
it, the connections are often clear 
when we look back in time. Owen’s 
karma with his career probably 
speaks volumes. It all began with a 
shopping experience!

“I was buying IKEA furniture one 
day and when the credit card bill 
came, it was from Dairy Farm.” 
Owen googled it out of curiosity, 

then he found out more about the 
big chain and eventually the parent 
company, Jardine Matheson, 
where he has settled down for 
now. While the process may 
seem to be random and casual, it 
obviously tied in a lot with his early 
identification of what excites him 
and how he got there through his 
journey of academic and cultural 
exposure.

If life is a recipe, fun would be 
Owen’s favorite seasoning. “Having 
fun is important. Even for work that 
you have never imagined yourself 
doing, you can still gain a lot of 
knowledge from it and have fun 
in the learning process.” Owen 
takes future planning in an easy-
going manner. “I always believe 
that if I am good enough in terms 
of character or personality, I would 
always be able to find work. And if 
I am good at what I do, the money 
will come.” Living in the moment 
with a reflective mindset, Owen is 
always ready to go with the flow.
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Suzanne’s journey of food and 
wonder began at the point when 
she moved to Hong Kong for 
business studies all the way from 
Sandnes, a small town in Norway. 
“The preparation of good food is 
merely another expression of art, 
one of the joys of civilized living…” 
This speaks to the hearts of all who 
have a real love for food. Suzanne is 
born in a family of two chefs across 
generations. As owner of a ‘talk of 
the town’ food blog, HungrySu, 
Suzanne shares her foodie passion 
and adventures in Hong Kong and 
around the world to compound the 
joy. 

Adventurous and blessed with 
surprises in life
Life is like a box of chocolates, you 
never know what you’re gonna get 
until you try it. Back in the days 
when she was planning for her 
further studies, UK was initially at 

top of her mind. “I didn’t really plan 
to study in Hong Kong at all, so 
when I attended a UST admissions 
talk, it was actually for a friend of 
mine.” It turned out Suzanne was 
the one impressed by the stunning 
campus, and she thought to herself, 
“Why not Asia?”

Across Europe to Hong Kong, 
Suzanne was excited about all the 
potential unknowns, but her first 
year was not without challenges. 
“I was so shocked to see students 
spending their lives in the library. 
Back in Norway we are a lot more 
relaxed with our studies.” But the 
differences in learning style did not 
stop her adventurous spirit from 
blooming.  

Suzanne’s fearless philosophy also 
applies to her pursuit of the sweet 
and savory. When asked about her 
favorite foods, Suzanne mused with 
a pensive smile, she just couldn’t 

choose between lobster and foie 
gras. “I go for Italian cuisine if I want 
real satisfaction; Japanese when 
I crave something healthy! Still, I 
always want to try something new, 
new dining places for instance or 
even new recipes because I like 
to fully immerse myself in food-
related knowledge.” Nevertheless, 
familiarity at times is comforting; the 
traditional Hong Kong ‘dim sum’ 
and cart noodles undoubtedly hold 
a special place in her heart. “It is 
easy, good-value-for-money and 
tastes very good! I have it almost 
twice a week. Especially during the 
winter, enjoying a steaming bowl of 
hot noodles with delicious toppings 
doesn’t just warm my stomach but 
also my heart.”

A big circle of local friends is 
perhaps the best thing that has 
come about for Suzanne, owing to 

Cover Story

Suzanne Guan 

BBA ( Management & Marketing )
Class of 2009

her spontaneous decision to go to 
Hong Kong. “I am very thankful for 
having them, aside from being a 
great support network, they have 
also enabled me to improve my 
Chinese.”

Adaptability adds spice to 
my cocktail of cultures and 
opportunities
As one of the very first international 
students who went on exchange 
to Mainland China without even 
speaking the local language, 
Suzanne professed that everything 
was unexpectedly tough at first: 
registering for courses, finding 
the designated dormitory, facing 
the mass showers… “Reaching 
out to the locals always gave me 
crucial clues when navigating 
my way through the unfamiliar 
environment.” Suzanne gave them 
big credit in helping her adapt 
to the culture. After years, what 
still remains crystal clear in her 
memories of Beijing is the amazing 
scenery, as well as the memorable 
traditional dishes including the 
mouthwatering Peking Duck. “I’d 
like to revisit Beijing someday 
because in spite of the continuous 
internationalization, it still has well-
preserved traditions and that’s what 
I love most about the place.”

Many international graduates prefer 
not to stay in Hong Kong owing to 
negative factors such as housing 
costs and the language barrier. 
Suzanne admitted that her first paid 
graduate job involved a salary that 
was equal to the pay of a cashier 
working in Norway, yet she knew 
that she was determined to stay in 
Hong Kong.  To all those who share 
the same determination, she has 
this to say: “You should always try to 
be positive and think on the bright 
side.  Try to keep an open mind in 
all situations because once you are 
there, a lot of other opportunities 
will come.”

In my dreams of dancing with 
chicken wings I see my heart 
and values 
Knowledge is knowing a tomato 
is a fruit, wisdom is not putting it 
in a fruit salad. Suzanne is now an 
analyst in Morgan Stanley, which, 
at first glance, does not seem to 
suit her academic background 
of double majors in Marketing 
and Management. Yet, she sees 

herself transferring a lot of what 
she has learnt across different 
business disciplines, from project 
presentations to managing a team 
in achieving a common goal.

She confessesed that the finance 
industry opened up more 
opportunities for her, in her 
passionate pursuit of good food.  
“The opportunity to work in Hong 
Kong has allowed me exposure 
to the many cuisines available in 
the metropolis!” One of the nicest 
things about life is the way we must 
regularly stop whatever it is we are 
doing and devote our attention 
to eating. This is something that 
probably nobody would disagree 
with. This fusion of workplace 
and passion has allowed her to 
experience the food industry in 
Hong Kong, where she realised a 
potential niche in the market with 
Norwegian food.  “I would love to 
see Norwegian food introduced 
into Hong Kong.”

Suzanne currently writes and 
regularly updates her blog, Hungry 
Su, a webpage dedicated to 
discovering and critiquing food and 
restaurants.  “Food means a lot to 
me. It’s my interest, passion and 
happiness.” To Suzanne, good food 
is like a kiss and we have to share it 
to enjoy it. Suzanne decided to put 
this thought into action on an even 
two years ago. Running a food blog 
gives Suzanne more opportunities 
to cook up her marketing ideas, 
with integrity and honesty as the 
core ingredients. As with all matters, 
Suzanne knew she has found an 
important piece of her heart. 
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Michal Paulen 

BBA ( Management & Marketing 
Class of 2010

As the Slovak ambassador’s 
son who spent his early years in 
Beijing, Michal Paulen has not 
just followed but outdone his dad 
in Asian discovery ever since he 
joined HKUST as our first ever 
undergraduate from Slovakia. Hong 
Kong is definitely his cup of tea: “I 
love the vibrant and dynamic city life 
and it never takes long to escape 
into the incredible countryside when 
I need to relax!”

Extending the ambassadorial 
footsteps
Some may envy Michal’s Mille-feuille 
kind of life, made up of layers of 
various cultures: he has lived in 
Italy, went to a Russian high school, 
and studied Chinese language in 
Beijing. Michal finally decided to 
come to Hong Kong for the quality 
of education, and seeing China as 
the area with the greatest potential 
for economic growth and henceforth 
professional opportunities. This is 
aided by the network and social life 

he previously built up in Beijing and 
Hong Kong.  

When Michal was a student here 
you might have run into a muscular 
young man jogging or swimming 
if you were lucky! Those were the 
days. “I just loved the facilities on 
campus and the beautiful warm 
weather especially when compared 
to freezing Slovak winters.” From 
the spectacular sea view campus 
to the hiking trails on Dragon’s 
Back; the boat trips he organized 
and the variety of courses he took, 
everything added spice to Michal’s 
colorful life at HKUST.  

The student-driven flexibility of the 
curriculum made a wonderful recipe 
for Michal to cook up a study plan 
in a way that best suited him. With 
this, Michal developed his business 
acumen in management and 
marketing, while raising his Chinese 
quotient through minoring in China 
studies. Captivated by copious 
factors, Michal naturally became 

our international ambassador and 
initiated a student sharing back 
home. “One student actually joined 
HKUST after that!” 

Vagaries in consultancy keep 
me rolling
“All in all, if I didn’t come to HKUST, 
I would not have had the career 
opportunities I have now.” Michal 
had high expectations and HKUST 
lived up to every one of them.

At his age and with never-ending 
energy and intellectual curiosity, 
Michal wants something more 
intense and challenging than a 9 
to 5 job. “Chris Doran’s class really 
gave me the final boost to be a 
consultant.” The management-
consulting course he took equipped 
him with useful tools and skills that 
allowed for a smoother transition 
right from the start, as he already 
knew what to expect. However, 
consulting is definitely not easy. 
“People tend to avoid change and 

Cover Story

are afraid of uncertainty. You really 
need to get your clients involved 
right from the start and engage 
employees throughout the whole 
process. Communication is key.” 

Michal advised students that 
consulting is a good place to start a 
career. He emphasized the flexibility 
of switching between industries 
such as telecommunications, 
finance, energy and the public 
sector and so on. “You start each 
project from scratch and it all 
requires different sets of skills! Each 
time you learn something new.”

After working in Deloitte’s 
consultancy in Slovakia for 2 years, 
Michal took up a new job. “I wanted 
to see things from the perspective 
of clients and try something 
different.” His background allows 
him to fulfill his role where he 
advises and supports investment 
activities between China and 
Slovakia. “Now I get to come back 
to Asia a lot. I have missed Hong 
Kong! ”

My latitudes; my attitude
Michal enjoys any type of sport that 
you can name: he played football 
for the best club in Slovakia, ice 
hockey in Beijing and squash and 
tennis for the HKUST team. To 
him, travelling means more sports 
fun and outdoor activities. He has 

disdain for packaged tours and his 
next destination will be a solo hiking 
trip around the active volcanoes in 
Hawaii! 

In year 3, he climbed the highest 
mountain in Malaysia, Mount 
Kinabalu and he will not stop there. 
It is Michal’s dream to complete the 
7 summits by climbing one peak 
every 2 years. “I plan on climbing 
Kilimanjaro next. There are two 
routes you can choose: one is the 
coca cola way, which means it is so 
easy that you can drink coke while 
walking.” So is Michal planning 
to take this trail? With a smirk he 
answered “Of course not!” Name 
any extreme sports, Michal has 
probably done it: bungee jumping, 
scuba diving, surfing, white water 
rafting and cliff jumping. Sparkling 
with excitement, Michal exclaimed, 
“The next thing I want to do is 
sky diving in Dubai! I also want to 
complete a marathon, and when I’m 
really fit, a triathlon.”

Michal is a determined person and 
perhaps adventure really flows in 
his blood. “After watching the 
Invisible Circus, I dreamed of 
visiting the small town, Cabo 
Espichel in Portugal.” Eight 
years later, he finally 

made it there after cycling a couple 
of hours under the searing hot sun. 
“It was even better than I imagined, 
that place is nothing short of 
magical!” 

When asked about his dream job, 
Michal said it’s a job that allows 
him the flexibility to travel around 
and having his own business will 
serve that purpose. “The people in 
Hong Kong are very entrepreneurial 
and I get a lot of inspiration and 
motivation in this environment. I 
do want to start my own business 
because I like coaching and 
managing people as well as 
organizing things.” Michal, who 
always looks for challenges, both 
professional and physical, takes 
the harder, more exciting path in 
life. This is perhaps the way we can 
share and learn the most when we 
push ourselves beyond our limits 
to achieve our goals and fulfil our 
dreams!

In the journey of life, we are all like 

travelers who go from one place to another 

to see what’s in between. The road twists 

and turns and no two directions are ever 

the same. Some journeys have a clear 

beginning, while with some the ending is 

less well-defined. The question is, at what 

point do you begin the arduous quest and 

push through your own horizons?

Reported by Rachel Cheung, Mason Chow,  

Christabel Lam and Beverly Nam
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The 4 Check-Point List

My 3 Must Dos

My current U life 

My coolest experience so far

No.1 on my wish list to  
take-away from UST

1
2
3
4

My First  
Semester  
at UST
Reported by Enid Lau and Tracy Tsang

This year, we have over 1400 freshmen 
in our business school, which is 
double our normal intake! Some 
students are admitted from the 
HK A-Level stream and some from 
the HKDSE. They are all exploring 
university life in different ways and 
have their must-have lists. Let’s check 
them out!

- Join hall activities 
- Go on exchange 
- Meet new people

Freedom, hall life

Being floorader (樓主) at the hall

A presentable CV

Wai Pui Kwun 
Year 1 of 4-year program

- Achieve academic excellence 
- Get some business experience 
- Make friends with students of 
 other nationalities

Exploration, rewarding

Getting lost in the maze-like 
corridors!

The UST Sundial

Jason Leung  
Year 1 of 3-year program

- Improve interpersonal skills 
- Learn more  
- Go on exchange

Challenging myself, hanging out 
with new friends

Challenging myself in an extra 
difficult math class

Impressive school results

Arvin Cheung 
Year 1 of 4-year program

- Get part-time job 
- Join internship 
- Go on an exchange

Exploring myself, enhancing  
self-esteem, enjoying hall life

Pub night

Make the Dean’s List before  
I graduate

Vivian Yung  
Year 1 of 3-year program

- Achieve work-life balance 
- Gain new exposure 
- All-round development

Fruitful and diverse, enhancing self-
awareness, broadening my horizons

Yet to come

Taking happiness and hope  
with me

Collin Fu 
Year 1 of 3-year program

- Go on study trips 
- Experience hall life 
- Become an executive committee  
 member

A rewarding experience to work as 
sub-committee member at student 
society

Pub night

Know my life goal

Emily Tang 
Year 1 of 4-year program

- Be able to communicate in   
 Putonghua 
- Make a speech or participate 
 in a musical performance 
- Learn more about the   
 business world

Fresh & new, self-reflection, 
meeting diverse people

Doing projects with a group of 
devoted classmates

The sundial in the Piazza to keep 
my life passion burning 

Christabel Lam 
Year 1 of 3-year program

- Go on exchange 
- Become an executive committee  
 member 
- Attend gathering activities 
 organized by various student   
 unions

Fun and fresh, student society’s 
executive committee work

O-camp

A well-paid job

Bella Chan 
Year 1 of 4-year program

- Work as an executive committee  
 member 
- Go on exchange 
- Enjoy hall life

Memorable, student society 
executive committee work

Joining a society that I like

Life-long friendships

Vivian Chan 
Year 1 of 4-year program

- Watch the sunrise on the pier 
- Stargaze  
- Eat purple rice soup at the   
 Seafront Cafeteria

Exploring new things everyday

Joint U mass dance

A broadened horizon 

Venus Cheung 
Year 1 of 4-year program 

- Borrow a book from the library  
 that I usually don’t read, or watch  
 movies or documentaries all day  
 long 
- Buy a cup of coffee at the cafe  
 during the day when I need   
 some motivation to keep my   
 heart and mind pumping 
- Buy a custom-made salad at   
 Milano Fresh and sit outdoor and  
 enjoy the beautiful scenery

Quite fulfilling and it marks a new 
stage of my life because I have 
to go through different types of 
transitions and stages

Being able to do archery for my 
HLT1010 course, it was quite 
an experience which we usually 
don’t have in Hong Kong. But it 
is important to always take the 
first step if we want to experience 
different things in university

Lifelong friendships with people 
from all cultures and backgrounds 
and the knowledge of knowing 
how to learn, as well as having a 
global perspective of the world

Timothy Chau  
Year 1 of 3-year program

- Meet international students  
- Sit in lessons that I am   
 interested in 
- Join SBM activities for enrichment 

Very satisfied; meeting 
international friends; making new 
friends in Cohort life

Taking part in economic research; 
learning tons from professors 
which satisfies my curiosity

Preparing myself well for master’s 
degree in economics and become 
a successful economist

Eric Ho 
Year 1 of 3-year program
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BUSINESS COHORT  
COMMUNITY
In the Business Cohort Community, you’ll make new 
friends, explore the world and have lots of fun! Let’s take a 
look at some of the exciting activities each cohort got up 
to last semester!

Muji cheered up your day!
Midterms can be a bit challenging for some students. So, since we care, 
we got some gorgeous Muji goodies to give you even more incentive and 
motivation to get through the exam period and to reward your hard work 
and cohort participation. That day, our leadership team and freshmen also 
donned their cohort t-shirts to further strengthen the community bonding. 
Remember your cohort supports you! 

Need energy?  
Business Cohort Community charges you up!
On 27 March (Wed), come to Academic Concourse near LT-A!  
Something special is reserved for you! Keep checking SBM UG website for more information!

Edited by Ronny Chung

Becker
“Together we stand”, family and unity are the principles which 
Becker was built on. Trying to relive those childhood days when 
we went to the beach with our families, Becker organized an 
event at Clear Water Bay Beach, playing dodge ball and eating 
sandwiches prepared by our Becker Moms and Dads! We 
finished the day by having a great Becker guitar jam to Jason 
Mraz’s “I’m Yours”! Have you ever felt cold and lonely over 
mid-terms and the unrelenting chill in school? Every Beckerite 
had free hot chocolate with marshmallows early in November to 
protect us against any chills and challenges. 

Friedman
What could be more unconventional than being the first 
university to ever play Quidditch in Hong Kong? In Friedman, 
we are the epitome of avant-garde! Having attracted more 

than 100 participants, playing Quidditch was undoubtedly 
the defining moment for us. Having said that, our unique 
and wonderful activities are not limited to just games. 
Our black tie event with a three-course McDonald’s 
meal was a roaring success. We also initiated a 
groundbreaking pajama movie night where participants 
had the chance to relive their childhoods and enjoy a 

horror movie together. Such bizarre yet novel combinations 
could only come from Friedman! 

Granger
We Grangerians see the bigger picture; we look past the 
academics and life in general. We have invited the most 
recent hit local reality star Mr. Santino to give us advice on 
love and relationships. Sitting under the stars and eating 
breakfast, we opened our minds and looked beyond the 
universe. For young Grangerians, we also had a relaxing 
night showing the “Phantom of the Opera” to prepare 
them for the coming exam challenges.
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Lucas
For one night we LUCASians morphed into someone 
different, embodying different personalities, we all 
transformed!!! Drawing upon our own fantasies, we slipped 
on masks in the deep of the night, took over the unibar and 
unleashed ourselves from our mundane academic lives. 
As a challenge to test our courage and our adaptability, 
we had a sushi night with all sorts of strange sauces, some 
salty, some spicy and some downright weird! Regardless 
LUCASians carried on fearlessly throughout the night with 
fierce determination. 

Merton
How else can we help our freshmen adapt to university 
life? By throwing a surprise party of course! We 
welcome and celebrate change in our lives; throwing 
on our party hats, we celebrated the first day of 
university. Embracing the value of change, we went 
to workshops to learn about grooming, to change 
ourselves for the better. 

Krugman
Krugmanites value globalization and cultural diversity; 
we shared our experiences while riding across the city 

enjoying food from all around the world in the Kuisine 
X Bus event. “To give and to receive”, Krugmanites 
lived up to our values by helping raise money and 
awareness for our partnering NGOs, HFH and 
UNICEF. We also grasped the opportunity to express 
our identity through the Krugman Broadway, art jam 
session and our “Krugman Style” dance!  

Nash
Nashians are passionate people who know how to have fun. We all understand 

university can be challenging so what better way to relax than at a war game. 
Through Nash Olympics, we appreciated and celebrated each of our freshmen’s 

individual talents. As well-rounded students we engaged in voluntary 
community service and participated in a charity walk. Finally we closed 

the semester with a movie night featuring “A beautiful mind”, the movie 
about the Mathematics genius John Nash. All our activities relate 

to our ambition to inspire our members to be passionate, 
persistent and united. Go Hard or Go Home!

Ostrom
“Trust leads to success” is the key value of Ostrom. In our highly 
successful Laser Tag elective, participants had to rely on their 
teammates to achieve a pre-determined common goal. “Save the 
Egg”, a game in which participants use recycled materials to design 
a container to prevent an egg from breaking after falling off the 10th 

floor. Trust is as brittle as an egg, and once broken, it is hard to 
mend. Being one of the values that Ostrom holds dearly, 

sustainability is not something that we take lightly. Using 
organic ingredients from a farmers’ market, Ostrom 

prepared salad to serve to the cohort and 
spread the message of sustainability. 

Solow
Orange gives the sense of power, strength, speed and 
passion. With the reputation of having the most adventurous 
spirit, our cohort had a great semester with all our cohort 
members. We have been hiking, cliff jumping, squid fishing, 
and sharing moon cakes.  We are on our way to victory and 
Solow is looking to bask in its own glory! We realize the 
importance of being part of a team and the confidence of 
standing out from the rest. People are proud of being a 
part of Solow and we are undefeatable.

Tinbergen
In today’s ever-changing society, versatility and adaptability are 
important values. Tinbergen rises up to this challenge. Simulating 
the complexities and uncertainties of real life, Tinbergenians had a 
dodge ball competition where they formulated their own strategies 
to survive in a dynamic environment. Our signature event Life 
Monopoly served to showcase the different social classes in life 
and allowed participants to display their tenacity and versatility to 
complete the game on the highest possible note regardless of the 
social classes they were “born into”. Flexibility also means being 
able to see the bigger picture to prepare for the future. Through the 
discussion forum about the fiscal cliff conducted by Prof. Francis Lui, 
the Head of Department of Economics, Tinbergenians increased 
their social awareness for the future.
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Have you ever imagined yourself sitting 
alone on a long winding highway with the 
wind blowing hard and the thought of 
dangerous wild animals creeping around 
you while you try to cook dinner? Our 
final year Information Systems student 
Scott Lam has.

Looking for project extraordinaire
While others search for internships 
and plan for holidays in university, I 
decided to do something extraordinary, 
something that I will really feel proud of 
when I look back in the future. I decided 
to take a gap year and go to Australia to 
work and travel – working the first half-
year, and then spending the rest cycling 
throughout different towns and cities of 
Australia.

Upon completing my exchange in Harbin 
at the end of Year 2, I still felt like I was  
not mature enough. I was looking to 
become a truly independent person, yet I 
felt restricted by spending lived my entire 
life in this concrete jungle. So I hopped 
on a plane to Australia, in search of my 
dreams and my “Great Achievement”.

Natalie describes her many encounters as 
an auxiliary police officer as challenging, 

remarkable and inspirational. 
Read on to discover more about 
Natalie’s fascinating and unique 
journey.

Business x Police
“I understand that very few 
business students pursue a 
career in police, yet being 
a police officer has always 
been my ambition and now I 
am almost there! The Hong 
Kong Police Force is known 
to be one of the most 
efficient and incorruptible 

police forces in the world, I 
feel so proud to be a part of it! Although 
being a police officer and studying 
business seem unrelated, my business 
background actually proved to be useful, 
especially in areas where communication is 
emphasized, like talking to different people 
while on patrol and dealing with some 
business related criminal cases.

An eye-opening experience
The experience has broadened my 
horizons and granted me an invaluable 
chance to try something new and get in 
touch with people from all walks of life. As 
part of the auxiliary police, you may even 

Experiencing the savage life
There was no uncertainty, no fear, and 
no homesickness as I first set foot in 
this great Oceanic country – just the 
excitement of facing a new challenge, 
and I was confident that my passion 
would help me overcome everything.

However, cycling alone for 135 days is not 
an easy job. The need to carry everything 
on your bike means having to travel light. 
The lack of accommodation if you don’t 
make it to the closest town means having 
to stay in a tent not far off the highway 
no matter what kind of weather you are 
in. The lack of, well, a moving refrigerator 
or a pocketsize personal chef means 
that you are constantly subjected to the 
danger of running out of food. Worse 
there’s loneliness and helplessness that 
one can be exposed to in such a journey. 
It’s the struggle between the man and 
the wild that really challenges the heart 
and mind. During those 135 days, the 
change I went through was really one 
from city dweller to an adventurer living 
in nature. With no prior knowledge of 
living in the wild, I had to start from 

scratch, learning through hands-on 
experience – catching and cooking 
my first fish, putting baby powder 
around the tents to keep pests 
away, and combatting the fierce 
weather as well as the wild animals 
at night.

Breaking free of restrictions
Sure there were difficulties and 
frustrations, but what pulled me through 
after days and days of cycling was my 
desire to make the most of my youth 
and to step out of my comfort zone; 
it was my will to complete this great 
accomplishment, in the hope that it 
would transform me into someone more 
powerful in both body and mind. So I 
did.  It was the determination to pursue 
my dreams and not to be bounded by 
any material restrictions that led me 
to overcome every obstacle and finally 
“conquered Aussie”.

Looking back, I really want to encourage 
students who want to step “outside the 
box” to try a gap year alone, and search 
for their own adventures.

Reported by Shu Yu Liang

How do you survive 110 days without 
internet, TV and mobile signal yet still 
manage to have the best time of your 
life? The answer is Semester At Sea (SAS). 
Sponsored by University of Virginia, SAS 
uses a ship as a travelling campus to 
more than 10 countries while providing 
education to over 500 students. The only 
Hong Kong student on board in the Spring 
2012 voyage was our very own Gavin Se. 
Here he tells us more about his experience 
firsthand!

Semester At Sea
Similar to exchange, the program lasts for 
around 3.5 months, where all 600 students 
and visiting professors  live on a ship-board 

campus. We attended lectures, 
toured many countries 
and went on several field 

trips for our courses. 
Our bedrooms 
were shared among 

4 students, with the 
majority Americans. 
After travelling to 12 
countries and 15 cities, 

come across drug dealers and criminals; 
you just cannot find these experiences 
elsewhere.

During the previous summer, I joined a 
three-month training program before my 
service with the auxiliary police. I went to 
the Daya Bay training site in a helicopter 
which was a thrilling ride. Later that day, 
we practised throwing grenades and also 
got a taste of tear gas - the smoke made 
me feel so bad. I was choking and tears 
streamed down my face uncontrollably, it 
was horrifying! This training was definitely 
the most unforgettable part of my year-
long journey!

The experience with 
the auxiliary police 
was inspirational and 
life-changing. I have 
grown to become 
more mature and 
capable through the 
various trainings and 
encounters I have 
had. Once when I was 
on duty I came across an insane man who 
kept on saying obscene words to me. As a 
professional police officer, I learnt to stay 
calm and continue doing my duty. The 
police experience has trained me to be an 
emotionally stable person. 

I realized just how great 
Hong Kong really is!

Voyage without 
virtuality
Since I was the only 
student from Hong 
Kong, I was completely 
immersed in American 
culture. There was also 
no difference between 
weekdays or weekends 
so you basically lost track 
of what day it was after some time. As 
we only had very limited internet access, 
I had to go back to a basic lifestyle and 
thus had much time to think, socialize 
and consolidate my learning. At first I felt 
isolated but then I started to appreciate 
how everyone just focused on the 
moment and concentrated on face to face 
interactions without needing to check 
Facebook or group-chat on whatsapp. 
Another interesting thing was because 
we frequently crossed time zones, exams 
were announced in this way: “Two days 

after Ghana” and we had to make 
sure our clocks and watches were 
accurate! Sometimes we didn’t get 
to see the land for 10 days when we 
were crossing the Atlantic Ocean. 
No worries for seasickness because 
they gave out free medication for 
that and trash cans were everywhere 
– just in case you need to vomit!

Footprints from the oceans
I think in some aspects, the world is simpler 
than we imagine, such as interpersonal 
communication between people from 
different cultures. However, we also have 
to understand the complicated historical 
backgrounds of different countries. One 
thing that I am sure is the friendships that I 
have made throughout this experience will 
be lifelong and I really had the best time of 
my life in this program!

Reported by Rachel Cheung

My future…
Life as an auxiliary police 
is challenging, yet I am so 
blessed that my family has 
been very supportive from the 
beginning. Upon graduation, 
I hope that I can join the 
police force as an inspector, 
to pursue my dream and to 
serve the community. 

Follow your dream and 
passion when choosing your 
future path!

Reported by Benjamin Tsang

Gavin Se Year 3, BBA  
(Global Business & Economics)

the world
Sea

When police & 
business meets
Natalie Lam Year 3, BBA  
(Information Systems & Management)

Scott Lam Year 3, BBA  
(Information Systems)

“Conquering  
             Aussie”
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Greetings! I’m Michael, the co-founder of an English tutorial school 4Sho, where I work 
as the Director of Staff. Unlike other tutorial schools that aim for success in exams, 4Sho 
focuses on teaching communication skills. The motivation behind this center actually came 
from when I was teaching as a freelance tutor during my years at university. I noticed that 
quite a lot of students, whether from high school or university, no matter  how well they 
performed academically, lacked the essential skills to give adequate presentations and 
interviews. Therefore, teaching beyond exam skills is definitely the major objective of the 
education that I deliver.

In the early stages of running 4Sho, my team and I faced a number of difficulties: thinking 
up promotional strategies, recruiting prospective tutors, and accessing potential students 
which were all very tough tasks. I took that as an opportunity to utilize the knowledge I 
learnt at HKUST to conduct my own marketing research and the like. Yet, we overcame the 
barriers and are now moving along the right track. Looking ahead, I’ve also set a 5-year 
plan for 4Sho, which is to expand 4Sho to three branches in Hong Kong and one in the 
Mainland. I will continue to strive to achieve this target and we are now already halfway 
there!

In my leisure time, I work as a voluntary coach for my high school hockey team. I also 
love playing strategic computer games because it has several advantages, particularly it 
enables me to stay connected with 
friends overseas.

Reported by Kelvin Lau

If you would like to contact me, you are welcome to 
email me at: lau.michael.j@gmail.com

Let’s  
ADD OIL!

Time has gone so fast and it has already been 4 years since I graduated 
from HKUST. Upon graduation, I went to work with UBS and I’m now 
specializing in counterparty risk exposure management. Becoming an 
i-banker may be the dream of many business graduates but what does a 
typical day of a banker look like? Waking up at 9 and enjoy breakfast at 
Habitu while reading the news? Knocking-off at 5 with the last working 
hour spent gossiping? Drinking and clubbing on the company budget 
every night? I WISH! The fact is that on most days I don’t even have time to 
grab a proper lunch to ensure my clients’ needs are met and on time. 

How did I get here? Among all the factors which connected me with the 
investment banking industry, I’d say my university internship with the ABN 
AMRO Group and the Shinsei Bank definitely counted a lot for preparing 
me with relevant experience and more importantly, the right expectations. 

It’s also a case of the survival of the fittest. Being open-
minded, tactful and in good health are crucial to my survival 
in this job – I have to be open to adapt to any number of 
changes on a daily basis, which sometimes includes an 
unexpected change of direction due to team restructuring; 
I also need to develop fairly sophisticated interpersonal and 
intercultural communication skills and an understanding of 
others’ perspectives. I also try to be healthy – this industry 
is so fast-changing and dynamic and you are expected to 
work at full steam the whole day. You need to be prepared 
anytime an opportunity presents itself; for these reasons I 
practise yoga regularly.  

While this industry may appear to be a big fantasy, the fall of 
Lehman Brothers and even the movie “Wall Street: Money 
Never Sleeps” dispel some of the myths. My insider’s tips? 
Don’t just keep your eyes on the money; you’ve got to have 
the right attitude, the fun factor and a strong heart to deal 
with the insecurity of this industry!

Reported by Kelvin Lau

It has been 14 years since I graduated from HKUST but I 
still have vivid memory of the university life where I studied 
hard, worked hard and played hard!!! I still meet up with 
my university friends and the group keeps getting bigger 
and bigger - we have entered a different stage of life, so 
now when we meet we bring our wives or husbands and 
kids!!!

Upon graduation, I worked in different fields but ultimately 
I decided to pursue a career in the finance field. I have 
worked in a European investment bank and an American 
bank for different divisions in the Greater China region over 
the past 12 years. The jobs have been very challenging 
and stressful but at the same time, there has been a lot 
to learn and achieve. I guess you can say, the results are 
proportional to the input. I am now responsible for listed 
products in Hong Kong and sometimes I have to appear on 
TV and magazines to educate the public about them. This 
is definitely a new experience for me even after more than 
10 years of work in the field. 

I am actually closer to HKUST than most alumni as I am 
also teaching part-time here. It is my intention to bring 
some market knowledge to the undergraduate students in 
addition to the knowledge from books. This has also been 
one of my greatest achievements so far and I feel, 
even though I graduated so long ago, that I have 
never left HKUST!

I have now entered another stage of life with a two-
year old baby. I am really enjoying this new stage, 
and I guess for students who are entering university, 
or for those who are graduating and entering the 
job market, we are all looking forward to new joys 
and challenges awaiting us in the future.

BSc (Economics & Finance)  
Class of 2008

Ki-yan Tam

BBA (Marketing and  
Operations Management) 
Class of 2012

Michael Lau

BBA (Accounting) 
Class of 2008  

Henry Hui
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