
  

   

 

Dear Students,

For a start, I want to give a warm welcome to all of you new to the HKUST community, and an equally
warm welcome back to everyone who has been with us all along.  The quickening tempo and buoyancy
across the campus all suggest that the summer’s lease is over; and here comes a new academic year of
grand hopes and creative fermentations, with new horizons to look to and new plans to unfold.

As you arrive on campus, you may well notice some new buildings and improvements that are currently
being pursued in different places.  Located at the southern end of the University premise, the state-of-the-
art Lee Shau Kee Campus containing the Lee Shau Kee Business Building and the HKUST Jockey Club
Institute for Advanced Study has newly come into operation, enriching the campus with a welcome addition
of 16 classrooms alongside a sophisticated range of teaching and learning facilities.  Neighboring the sea,
the Undergraduate Halls VIII and IX have been throwing its doors open since January and accommodating
a total of 700 residents.  In terms of catering, our Halal food store is making its way back to campus, now
housed in a permanent premise in the Business Building, reflecting the University’s commitment to catering
to the needs of a diversified, international student body.

Amid all the innovations and initiatives under sway on campus, let us remind ourselves that HKUST thrives
on an open, creative outlook that informs all the pioneering work and breakthrough discoveries we bring to
the community.  Contributing to our spirited ascent is a strong gathering of passionate, curious, inquiring
and persevering talents at this University who take on the heavy lifting.  This year alone, HKUST was
receiving staunch support for research from various channels, one being the Areas of Excellence Scheme
in which two research projects led respectively by Prof Che-ting Chan, Chair Professor of the Department
of Physics, and Prof Mingjie Zhang, Kerry Holdings Professor of Science of the Division of Life Science
were awarded close to $100 million over the next couple of years.  Another State Key Lab to advance
green display technology, directed by Prof Hoi-sing Kwok, Dr William Mong Chair Professor of
Nanotechnology of the Department of Electronic and Computer Engineering was also inaugurated on
campus, this time with generous endorsement by the Innovation and Technology Commission.  All of the
above noteworthy strides, together with our prominence in the latest round of the Theme-based Research
Scheme, represent some lively illustrations of the University’s research ethos and the great relevance it
bears to all in society.

And I realize many of you, too, have innovated at the frontiers and conjured up works of profound
ingenuity that become our pride.  The countless innovative visions you facilitate, the well-deserved
recognitions bestowed on you all serve to exemplify the distinct ‘can-do’ spirit possessed by all HKUST
students.  At the start of the term, I encourage you to continue this proud tradition and stretch your talents
through trying something new.  You may, for an instance, take a close look at our tailor-made
Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program (UROP) and International Research Opportunities
Program (IROP), pick a research topic of your interest and take the initiative in approaching the faculty in
charge.  In today’s world where globalization is all the rage, it is also an excellent idea to go on exchange
and experience at first hand a culture different from yours.  For now, we have managed to send 40% of
each undergraduate cohort off to one of our 200 exchange partners during their study, and we are
planning to raise the figure to 50% in three to four years.  An education at HKUST is an education with a
difference, and also one that comes with an ethical underpinning:  it seeks to put you in a position to
flourish as a contributing citizen and compassionate leader, and in turn help others to flourish as well.

Like any other start, September has always been a good time to make resolutions, as in boldly and vividly
imagining all we can become and are capable of, and mapping out the steps and efforts it takes to make it
real.  In the new academic year ahead, I anticipate tea gatherings and more informal functions to be
arranged where we could meet, get acquainted and discuss in depth various topics of interest, be they
academic, social or otherwise.  And I am hoping, in a similar vein, you may take full advantage of what this
staggeringly diverse, international campus has to offer and hold out your hand of friendship to those
excellent people around, especially those with a different background from yours.  Simply by taking the first
step and acknowledging with an open mind and heart what is out there to explore, we can set out on a
personal odyssey that rewards us with growth, self-knowledge, friendships and a lifetime of promise.

The whole world is here, at this great university which is HKUST.  We will rock you, and together we shall
rock the world.

 

With warmest wishes,
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