
  

   

 

Dear Members of the HKUST Community,

As you know, there was a sit-in in Central starting the evening of July 1, at the end of which over 500 people were arrested and detained by the police.
Among them were several of our students - all  have been released with either a warning or required to report to the police in a month. Some of you have
expressed concern and have written to me to inquire. I am also very concerned about our students' condition and I have taken several actions since July
2.

Some have asked me about the stand point of the University regarding this matter. My position is that a public university like ours must be politically
neutral. We are a large community with diverse opinions on various issues, including political matters. Thus, the University takes no position on particular
political actions, such as the sit-in or the proposed Occupy Central movement, with participation being personal decisions and responsibilities. What the
university should strive for is to provide a neutral and rational platform for members to express their individual opinions and conduct reasoned discussion.
At HKUST, we value freedom of speech and also rule of law, and we encourage our students to learn about and contribute to society, to develop critical
thinking, to be respectful of different views and responsible for one's actions, and to act as a positive force to advance public good. At the same time, I
understand the ideals of the students who were sit-in participants. Whether or not you agree with or support what they did, it is difficult not to feel their
passion and idealism.

Following the sit-in, as soon as we knew about the arrests in the morning of July 2, the University was in contact with and offered help to the detained
students. Our staff contacted the police and tried to gather more information. I also formed a taskforce, consisting of senior administrators and students,
with the purpose of liaising with the student representatives and offering assistance to detained students. We are contacting our alumni to gather their
support, including legal advice. I have met with the Students' Union President to have a better understanding of his perspective and to discuss what the
University can do to help those students who were detained.

In the 1-HKUST spirit, the University treats all of its members as part of its extended family and will continue to do its best to provide appropriate
assistance to any member who needs help in times of need.

I am deeply concerned by the situation in Hong Kong today, and I sincerely hope that our society can resolve any political issues through peaceful and
rational means, and lead Hong Kong to a better future.

 

Sincerely,

Tony F Chan
President, HKUST

10 July 2014
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