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What does a sustainable community look like to you?  We believe that health and
happiness are at the core of a sustainable community, and our natural surroundings
can play a huge role in creating health and happiness.  So too can our friendships, the
joy of learning, and our ability to appreciate how all these things come together. 
Appreciation, then, really is the heart of sustainability.

“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not
to utter the words, but to live by them.” John F. Kennedy

What Makes Our Students Recycle?
What drives behavior? To better understand HKUST
students’ attributes of likelihood of recycling, a group of
MBA and Net Impact students conducted a market
research study through focus groups and online survey
with over 660 UG students. The survey found that
conveniently located and clearly marked bins are top
factors. Also significant is the belief that action can make a
positive difference. Read more

Announcing the Green Caterer Award Winners
We are excited to announce that Milano Fresh and Maxims’
Catering Services are the winners of the HKUST Green
Caterer Awards 2014. Milano Fresh stood out for a number
of reasons, but especially their commitment to vegetarian
meals. Maxims’ Catering Services demonstrated their
dedication to food sourcing and reduction of food
waste. Read more

Finding Homes for 700 New Items
Orientation Camps are filled with fun and excitement and
new friends, but they can also generate a lot of waste that
ends up in the landfill. This year for the first time SHRLO,
UST Connect and the Sustainability Unit did something
about it. Read more

Email : green@ust.hk
Phone : 2358 8227
Website : Green.ust.hk

Subject: Sustainability Newsletter
From: Safety <safety@ust.hk>
Date: 10/28/2014 12:04 PM
To: <allug-list@ust.hk>, <allpg-list@ust.hk>, <allstaff@ust.hk>
CC: <safety@ust.hk>

Did You Know?

Appreciation is the Heart of Sustainability
What do you appreciate at HKUST? How often do you make new friends? Or create
new memories, discover new places, or enjoy our scenery? At HKUST, are you
gaining knowledge that will last a lifetime? A sustainable campus is where people are
happy, healthy, and thrive. See some ways we are showing our appreciation for
these very sustainable activities. Read more

Story of Interests

Clothes Recycling
Program

Clothes Recycling is now available on campus
in two collection locations. We are collaborating
with Friends of the Earth (FOE) to collect
clothes which will be donated to charities for
people in need in Hong Kong, or sold to
countries with great need. Clean Used clothes,
shoes, bags, towels and plush toys and new
items are accepted. Read more

Graphic of the month

Did you know that last year we used enough
printer paper to equal the weight of 18 African
elephants? In fact, if we stacked all of the
reams of printer paper from last year and piled
them up, they would create a stack over 200
meters tall!

Contact Us
Do you have any ideas and views on
building a sustainable HKUST community?
Please feel free to talk to us and share with
us.

Sustainability Unit
Health, Safety and Environment Office
The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
Clearwater Bay, Kowloon, Hong Kong

 



Meet the New Eco-Reps
Many students are passionate and have great ideas, but
how do we channel those ideas into building a sustainable
campus? For the second year, the Sustainability Unit has
selected 20 students through the Sustainable Campus
Leadership Program where the students will undertake
hands-on green campus projects that improve the
sustainable performance of our campus. Read more
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What Makes Our Students Recycle?
 
What drives behavior? It is a big question, but important to understand
if we are to be successful in building a sustainable campus. 

To better understand HKUST students’ ideas about recycling, a group of MBA and
Net Impact group students conducted a study during the spring semester for a
market research course. The students first conducted focus groups to get the
thoughts and feelings of a small core of HKUST students, and then followed up
with an online survey. The online survey was completed by over 660 respondents,
mainly Hong Kong educated UG Year 1 and 2 students. The study group looking
into four attributes of likelihood of recycling: awareness, convenience, motivation
and incentive. Some of the results of the study were surprising:

- Over 90% of students came to HKUST with previous knowledge of recycling,
learned either in primary/secondary schools or through the media. 

- However, even with that knowledge, only15% of students are regular recyclers.
Half of the students recycle but not regularly. Positively, they say they could
become regular recyclers if the bins were more convenient. 

- The survey tried to assess what motivated students to recycle or not, and found
that conveniently located and clearly marked bins are top factors. Also significant
is the belief that action can make a positive difference. Peer pressure was also
indicated as a motivation, but not as strong.

- One of the more surprising results came from questions focusing on incentives.
Students were asked what would make them more likely to recycle, and the
overwhelming answer was convenience (i.e., more recycling bins). In fact,
students chose this answer by more than 6-to-1 over getting paid to recycle! 

- Over 60% of respondents also said they would be more willing to recycle if they
knew how recycling is processed or were reminded what to recycle. 

- Overall, “Belief that recycling makes a difference to the environment” and
“Awareness of recycling bins on campus” were the two most important factors for
recycling.

The findings provided us great insight to understand students’ recycling behavior.
The study demonstrates the great importance of increasing the number of
recycling bins and locating them conveniently near sources of waste. The insights
into the study will also help our efforts to develop new signs to help with
recycling bin visibility, and also to make clear the specific impacts of recycling in
Hong Kong. We look forward to using the results to deliver campaign-style
messages that are emotive, persuasive and relevant to students. 

Combining these results with the results from the “Cute Animal Recycling Bins”
study in LSK and student halls, we are excited to tell you that a whole new
designed recycling bin signs will soon be installed on our campus, together with a
new guide on recycling. What do you think? Feel free to share your views by
emailing us at green@ust.hk.

 

Green Campus Tour Video- Coastal Marine Lab & Glassphalt Road

Like our facebook page

Clothes Recycling Program
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Announcing the Green Caterer Award Winners - Stories Behind Your
Plate
 
Consumers nowadays are becoming more eager to learn the stories “behind the
plate” regarding what they choose to eat. To bring some of these stories to the
light, the HKUST Sustainability Unit and Campus Service Office co-organized the
first Green Caterer Awards during the spring semester to recognize caterers’
efforts in adopting and promoting sustainable operations and practices. We are
excited to announce that Milano Fresh and Maxim's Catering Services
are the winners of the Green Caterer Awards 2014.

The Judging Panel, with members from Campus Service Office, Health, Safety
and Environment Office, Division of Environment, Student Affairs Office, Students’
Union, Staff Association and Students’ Societies, determined the awards for the
caterers who best exemplify sustainable operations in areas of sustainable food
sources, waste management, energy efficiency, water conservation and
environmental compliance. The assessments were made on quality of
performance, continuity, innovation, promotion and engagement.

Milano Fresh stood out for a number of reasons, but especially their
commitment to vegetarian meals. Have you tried the exceptional fresh salad
at Milano Fresh in LG7? In fact, one third of their meals are vegetarian, and by
promoting healthy salad meals, Milano Fresh demonstrated their commitment to
good health. They also switched to reusable coffee cups for dine-in customers to
replace disposables, and now use 100% fair trade* and organic sourced coffee
beans. Not only does Milano Fresh provide environmentally friendly options, they
aggressively promote them with posters highlighting their vegetarian meals and
efforts to reduce food waste. Even more vegetarian options will be introduced in
the coming year. 

"We are honored to be one of the winners of the Green Caterer Awards 2014. We
are determined to provide environmentally friendly options to make the earth a
better place to live in. More vegetarian meals to promote good health for our
customers will be introduced and we will try our best to keep up the good work
to serve the people at HKUST." - Milano Fresh

Maxim's Catering Services also stood out for their dedication to food
sourcing and reduction of food waste. When we go to LG1 canteen, it is
hard to miss the poster of “$1 discount less rice” at Maxim’s Catering Services
entrance. They encourage students and staff to choose less rice by having active
promotions around the outlet and the initiative is now popular among customers.
They have been supporting the Green Monday** campaign organized by Students’
Union by offering a $2 discount on vegetarian dishes every Monday. Discounts on
salads and vegetable curries have significantly increased demand for these
environmentally preferable options. Most of the food sources come locally or from
the mainland. To reduce energy and resources, staff are required to switch off
lights and stoves when not needed. Water conservation includes reusing the
vegetable wash water for cleaning the floors too. Only biodegradable detergents
are used for dish washing. When you get coffee there next time, drop by the
green planting corner and get the free coffee grounds which are great natural
fertilizers and odor removers.

"Waste Not is one of Maxim’s Group’s key CSR focuses and we practice it in our
daily operations, aiming to reduce food waste and energy consumption as well as
to encourage our customers to help protect the environment. We would like to
thank our patrons at HKUST for your support on our green initiatives, and we will
continue to strive to offer a green and enjoyable dining experience."- Maxim's
Catering Services  

We are grateful and sincerely thank all the participating caterers who are
contributing positively in building a more sustainable campus. We look forward to
an exciting new year as we work together to continue this significant progress.

* When a product carries the FAIRTRADE Mark it means the producers and
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traders have met Fairtrade Standards. The Fairtrade Standards are designed to
address the imbalance of power in trading relationships, unstable markets and
the injustices of conventional trade. See http://www.fairtrade.net/. 

** The name “Green Monday” embraces the positive adoption of green practices
rather than refraining people from meat consumption. The goal is to raise
awareness and inspire the public on the benefits of green diets, nurturing the
love towards our planet, and the pursuit of harmony in life. See
http://greenmonday.org.hk/ 
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Finding Homes for 700 New Items
 
Every summer, student societies in HKUST organize orientation camps to welcome
the freshmen. Sponsors provide a variety of souvenirs that are then distributed in
gift packs to O’Camp participants. Items that are not be needed by students – like
packaged food and beverages, shampoo, toothbrushes, skin care products and
stationery – can be of great value to people in need. 

This year, the Sustainability Unit joined hands with Student Housing & Residential
Life Office, UST Connect Program and Students’ Union to organize a Surplus
Materials Recycling Activity for the O’Camps. In August, collection boxes were
placed in Hall II to Hall VII lobbies to collect the unwanted new materials from
freshmen in categories of paper products, packaged food and other souvenirs.
Volunteers from Connect Program encouraged the students to donate their
unwanted items in the collection points. 

Mick Ma, The Organizing Committee President of AIESEC in HKUST O’Camp
2014 said, “When we first received the sponsored items, we’re overwhelmed by the
excessive quantities, which would turn out to be wasted. We are glad that this
event helped solve this problem! Hope it would be a sustainable one!” 

Janet Luk, a student helper of the activity shared, “I am glad to be able to
participate in the recycling of orientation materials to reduce waste going to landfill.
In my opinion, having fun in O’Camp and conserving the environment are not
conflicting. HKUST is moving forward in promoting sustainability in every aspect of
our lives and I am looking forward to witnessing more green initiatives in HKUST in
the coming years.” 

After five collection days, over 700 items were received through the campaign, in
addition to over 74kg of recyclable paper materials. Over one third of them were
bathing items. Some of the collected materials will be distributed by Connect
Program through their overseas service learning trips, and the rest will be given to
people in need through the NGO, Friends of the Earth. The activity also challenged
O’Camp student organizers as to whether we can smartly reduce waste at the
source by refusing the unwanted items from sponsors. We’ll see next year.
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Sponsors of student O'camps often provide a
variety of souvenirs that are not needed by
students but can be of great value to people
in need.
 

Volunteers from Connect Program
encouraged the students to donate their
unwanted items and recycle their paper
materials.
 

Collected surplus materials from O'Camps
Recycling Activity will be donated to people
in need through NGO.
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Clothes Recycling Program
 
We are pleased to announce that Clothes Recycling is now available on
campus.
Collection boxes are set up in two locations as follow, please refer to the poster. 

1) Outside Student Hall I (walkway to SKCC Hall)

2) Outside Student Hall VI and Seafront Restaurant

We are collaborating with Friends of the Earth (FOE) to collect clothes which will
be donated to charities for people in need in Hong Kong, or sold to countries with
great need and the proceeds will go to support the environmental education work
of Friends of the Earth.

Reminders

- Clean Used clothes, shoes, bags, towels and plush toys can be dropped in the
collection box. New items are also accepted. 
- Worn-out clothes, underwear, uniforms and bed sheets cannot be accepted. 
- Check for personal belongings and valuables before you donate.
- CDs & Printer Cartridges can be recycled. Please wrap the printer cartridges
before dropping them in the collection box. 
(The Health, Safety and Environment Office also has a Printer Toner and Ink
Cartridge Recycling Program, please click here for more details) 

Buy what you need and reduce waste at source smartly! 

 

Green Campus Tour Video- Coastal Marine Lab & Glassphalt Road
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Hall)
 

Outside Student Hall VI and Seafront
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Meet the New Eco-Reps
 
Many students are passionate and have great ideas, but how do we
channel those ideas into building a sustainable campus? For the second
year, the Sustainability Unit has selected 20 students through the
Sustainable Campus Leadership Program where the students will
undertake hands-on green campus projects that improve the
sustainable performance of our campus.

The Program will provide weekly training and skill-building for the Eco-Reps to
undertake the green campus projects in the coming year. The program will help
students build leadership skills, project management experience, and enhance the
development of critical thinking and problem-solving abilities. 

Based on their interest and skills, Eco-Rep teams will design and organize their
projects in one of the areas: Conservation and Biodiversity, Energy and Low-
carbon, Waste Reduction and Recycling, Peer and Community Outreach.

This year, 20 Eco-Reps were selected from qualified applicants. They come from
different schools and have diverse backgrounds.

- Gender is almost evenly distributed, so as local versus international students 

- The group has a good mix of students from different schools (School of
Engineering 30%, Interdisciplinary Programs Office 30%, School of Science 20%,
School of Business & Management 15%, Dual Degree Program in Technology &
Management 5%) 

- Among 20 Eco-Reps, Year 2 (nine students) and Year 3 (seven students) are
the majority; follow by two freshmen and two postgraduate students.

The Sustainability Unit believes that the diverse backgrounds, skills, knowledge
and ideas of Eco-Reps will contribute to build a more vibrant, livable, and
sustainable campus. 

 

Green Campus Tour Video- Green Buildings of Student Halls
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Clothes Recycling Program

 

 

20 Eco-Reps were selected who will
undertake hands-on green campus projects
that improve the sustainable performance of
our campus.
 

Eco-reps shared their expectations and
commitment on the program by finger print
pledges.
 

Team building training was held to start off
the program.
 

http://green.ust.hk/web/contact.html
http://green.ust.hk/web/sitemap.html
http://green.ust.hk/web/suggestion.html
http://www.ust.hk/
http://www.facebook.com/HKUST.Sustainability
http://www.twitter.com/GreenUST
http://green.ust.hk/web/index.html
http://green.ust.hk/about/index.html
http://green.ust.hk/prog/index.html
http://green.ust.hk/getinvolved/index.html
http://green.ust.hk/events/index.html
http://green.ust.hk/cgi-bin/news/index.php
http://green.ust.hk/links/index.html
http://green.ust.hk/cgi-bin/news/index.php
http://green.ust.hk/cgi-bin/news/substainability.php
http://videochannel.ust.hk/Watch.aspx?Section=Channels&Channel=5&SubType=All&View=Icon&Sort=Date&Page=1&Current=3
https://www.facebook.com/HKUST.Sustainability
http://green.ust.hk/~green/cgi-bin/photos/news/123_1.jpg
http://green.ust.hk/~green/cgi-bin/photos/news/123_2.JPG
http://green.ust.hk/~green/cgi-bin/photos/news/123_3.JPG
http://green.ust.hk/~green/cgi-bin/photos/news/123_4.JPG
http://publish.ust.hk/

	RhaWxzLnBocD9uZXdzX2lkPTEyMQA=: 
	form1: 
	q: 


	RhaWxzLnBocD9uZXdzX2lkPTEyMgA=: 
	form1: 
	q: 


	RhaWxzLnBocD9uZXdzX2lkPTExOQA=: 
	form1: 
	q: 


	RhaWxzLnBocD9uZXdzX2lkPTEyMAA=: 
	form1: 
	q: 


	RhaWxzLnBocD9uZXdzX2lkPTEyMwA=: 
	form1: 
	q: 




