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There is a third element: how we design the 

curriculum such that students will acquire a 

breadth and depth in their learning, preparing 

them to be future global leaders. This is the spirit 

of the 334 reform and it guides the design of our 

Common Core programs and the philosophy 

behind our School-based admission to ward off 

the pitfalls of early specialization.

But I must, however, add a caveat. No matter 

how good the professors or the student body 

or the design of the learning programs are, 

incoming students must bring with them a desire 

to extend their personal boundaries by reaching 

out to students beyond the comfort of their own 

circles and seek out knowledge beyond their own 

discipline. In the final analysis, students are the 

true architect of their own future. 

Tony F Chan

President

Choosing a university is a major decision for 

young people and their parents. 

At HKUST, we believe in providing an 

environment that brings out the best in our 

students. This comes down to three things: who 

you study under, who you study with and how 

and what you study. 

In slightly over 20 years, HKUST has become an 

elite international institution of higher education. 

Students here can enjoy a world class tertiary 

education locally in Hong Kong, study with 

students from all over the world. 

The quality of faculty has been identified as 

a decisive factor in determining the quality of 

education, and not surprisingly, the international 

standing of a university. From the first HKUST has 

been uncompromising in recruiting high-caliber 

academics from leading universities in America 

and Europe. Keen minds inspire great students.

To a large extent a university is only as good as 

the students it attracts. Our consistently high 

international rankings have given us a visibility to 

attract top students from East and West, making 

us an very international university in terms of the 

ratio of non-local students.

Message 
from the 
President
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University Common Core

The Common Core Program is an integral component of the undergraduate curriculum and aspires 

to bring students a balanced and broad education.

Students are required to take 36 out of 120 credits in the following broad core areas of University 

Common Core courses.

Humanities

Social Analysis

Science and Technology

Quantitative Reasoning

Core Electives

English Communication

Chinese Communication

Health Lifestyle

6 credits

6 credits

6 credits

3 credits

6 credits

6 credits

3 credits

Non-credit

They are hallmark courses offered by 

different Schools.

Students are required to take 3 credits of 

School Sponsored Cources from each 

of these disciplines: Humanities, Social 

Analysis, and Science & Technology.

School Sponsored  

Courses (SSC)

Academic Advising

A comprehensive academic advising scheme is put in place in each School to assist students in 

identifying and achieving their academic, professional and personal goals.

It is a “walk-with-you” journey during which dedicated, caring and qualified mentors will enhance 

students’ learning experiences. Students may seek advice from their Faculty Advisors, Counselors,  

peer-mentors at different stages of their studies.
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 “HKUST is  
a top-ranked 
international  
research  
university ”



School JUPAS Code  Major Programs

School of Science  BSc Biochemistry and Cell Biology
Entry routes:   Biological Science
•	Science	(SSCI) JS5001  Biotechnology
•	International	Research JS5011  Chemistry
 Enrichment	(IRE)   Environmental Science
     Mathematics
     Mathematics and Economics
     Physics

School of Engineering*  BEng Chemical Engineering  
Entry route:   Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering
•	Engineering	(SENG) JS5002  Chemical and Environmental Engineering
     Civil Engineering
     Civil and Environmental Engineering
     Computer Engineering
     Computer Science
     Electronic Engineering
     Industrial Engineering and Engineering Management 
     Logistics Management and Engineering
     Mechanical Engineering
    BSc Computer Science

School of Business   BBA Economics 
and Management   Finance
Entry routes:   General Business Management 
•	Business	&	Management JS5003  Global Business    
 (B&M)    Information Systems
•	Global	Business	(GBUS) JS5013  Management
     Marketing
     Operations Management
     Professional Accounting
    BSc Economics and Finance
     Quantitative Finance
    BBA World Business#

School of Humanities   BSc Global China Studies: Humanities and  
and Social Science   Social Science   
Entry route:
•	Global	China	Studies:  JS5004 
	 Humanities	and	Social	 
	 Science	(GCS)

Dual Degree Programs   BSc & BBA Biotechnology and Management 
    BEng & BBA Technology and Management

Interdisciplinary  BSc Environment Management and Technology
Programs   Risk Management and Business Intelligence
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* The School of Engineering is planning to offer a major in Aerospace Engineering for enrolment in 2015. 
# Word Business is a self-financed program jointly offered by HKUST, the University of Southern California in the United States and Bocconi University in Italy.

Your Major Choices





BSc in Biochemistry and Cell Biology
Studying how complex biomolecules work together either in 
simplified experimental systems or within cells. The program 
aims to nurture students who are motivated to pursue 
postgraduate training and careers in research, either in 
academia or the business sector.

BSc in Biological Science
Studying a broad contemporary knowledge covering the 
major themes in life sciences, from biomolecules through to 
organisms and environmental biology. It will be quite feasible 
for students lacking high school Biology background to enter 
and prosper in the BISC program.

BSc in Biotechnology
Studying the application of Life Science to commercial 
outcomes and problems in health, medical diagnostics, 
agriculture and the environment. The program will provide 
students a sound theoretical training in the necessary aspects 
of Life Science (biochemistry, cell biology and genetics) but will 
also emphasize practical realities crucial for biotech product 
development. Graduates will also be well prepared to pursue  
post-graduate research studies.

BSc in Chemistry
Studies of the composition and properties of substances and 
their reactions. The program covers all aspects of chemistry 
and related disciplines. Students can pursue one of the four 
Options offered in the department, namely, Biomolecular 
Chemistry, Environmental and Analytical Chemistry, Materials 
Chemistry, and Pure Chemistry.

Our curriculum provides an excellent general training in 
analytical thinking and problem solving, and prepares students 
for employment in the areas of chemical science, education 
and technology, or to further study in graduate research.

BSc in Environmental Science
The study of the interaction of physical and biological 
processes that shape our natural environment, and the 
application of scientific methods and research to environmental 
problems, with a special focus in ecosystem. The curriculum 
allows students to develop their interest either in biological/
ecological environmental sciences or in physical/chemical 
environmental sciences or both.

BSc in Mathematics
Develop the ability to explore, conjecture, and reason logically, 
as well as to use mathematical methods to solve problems. 
Mathematics is both a discipline and a tool used extensively in 
the sciences, medicine, engineering and industry.

The program is composed of six tracks of study, namely, 
Applied Mathematics Track, Computer Science Track, 
Mathematics and Physics Track, Pure Mathematics Track, Pure 
Mathematics (Advanced) Track, and Statistics and Financial 
Mathematics Track. The Pure Mathematics (Advanced) Track is 
specially designed for mathematically gifted students, paving 
way for students’ further study at the postgraduate level.

BSc in Mathematics and Economics
Solid training in fundamental theories in both mathematics and 
economics. The curriculum equips students with quantitative 
reasoning skills, conceptual understanding and the ability to 
effectively communicate in mathematics and in the language 
of economics and social sciences. Students graduated from 
this program will be provided with the necessary background 
for entry, without remedial course work, into postgraduate 
programs in economics. It also provides adequate preparation 
for postgraduate work in mathematics. The program is 
advantageous to students who otherwise would take a single 
major in mathematics or economics. 

BSc in Physics
The study of the basic laws of nature, including mechanics, 
electricity, magnetism, optics, energy, and quantum theory, 
and their relevance in everyday phenomena and cutting edge 
technologies. Students with specific interest may pursue one 
of the three Options offered, namely, Applied Physics, Physics 
and Mathematics, and Honors Physics.
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Entry Routes under  
School-based admission:

1. JS5001 – Science (SSCI) 

2. JS5011 – International Research 
   Enrichment (IRE)  
	 •		tailored	for	students	interested	in	pursuing	 
  a research career 
	 •		a	free	choice	of	Biochemistry	and	Cell	Biology,	 
  Biotechnology, Chemistry, Environmental  
  Science, Mathematics or Physics as the major 
	 •		with	exposure	to	international	research 
  environment





BEng in Chemical Engineering
A discipline in which the principles of physical, chemical and 
natural sciences are used to solve applied chemistry related 
problems in manufacturing processes and plants. Students will 
learn to design a manufacturing plant, transform raw materials 
into valuable products; purify the products to meet consumer 
demands; ensure high quality standard; automate the plant to 
make production safe and economical; minimize waste and 
pollution; market and sell the products at a profit; and work 
effectively with chemical engineering equipment.

BEng in Chemical and Biomolecular 
Engineering
The continuing growth of bio-related industries (pharmaceutical 
health care, bio-products) has resulted in an increasing 
demand for chemical engineers specialized in both engineering 
and life sciences. The program integrates the fundamental and 
applied aspects of life sciences with fundamental concepts of 
chemical engineering. Students will learn to use knowledge to 
design and manufacture bioproducts and biodevices.

BEng in Chemical and Environmental 
Engineering
This program emphasizes processes that turn raw materials 
into valuable products without producing effluents and wastes. 
All companies handling such processes need environmental 
engineers with a basic knowledge of chemical engineering  
to design, control, manage and operate environmental 
treatment facilities. 

BEng in Civil Engineering 
Civil Engineering concerns the planning, design, construction, 
maintenance and management of various structures such as 
buildings, bridges, roads, railways, tunnels, slopes, airports, 
harbor facilities, solid waste treatment and landfills, water/
sewage treatment plants, dams, water pipes, gas mains, etc.  
In short, it is about the infrastructure of modern civilization.

BEng in Civil and Environmental 
Engineering
The Civil and Environmental Engineering program provides 
broad engineering training with an emphasis on the areas of 
water and waste water engineering, solid and hazardous waste 
management, and air/noise pollution control.

BEng in Computer Engineering
Focuses on the design and implementation of computer 
systems, from embedded microprocessors, notebook/desktop 
computers to supercomputers, as well as how they are 
integrated with other systems to meet real-world applications. 
It bridges the gap between computer science and electronic 
engineering, and offers students a balanced training on both 
hardware and software skills.

BEng in Computer Science
Provides a broad education which includes programming,  
data structures and algorithms, operating systems and 
software engineering, computer graphics, image processing, 
artificial intelligence, machine learning, computer vision and 
computer security.

BEng in Electronic Engineering
Covers a wide scope of modern technologies including 
biomedical electronics, circuit design, communications and 
networks, computer engineering, microelectronics, photonics 
and optics, signals and information processing, and systems 
and automation.

BEng in Industrial Engineering and 
Engineering Management
A discipline of developing scientific and quantitative 
approaches to management. Focuses on the scientific 
and systematic development of delivery of quality products 
and services, including product design and product line 
management, service operations management, quality 
management, management of technology and innovations, etc.

BEng in Logistics Management and 
Engineering
Focuses on the scientific and economic methodologies to 
enhance capabilities and competitiveness of global enterprises 
in managing their logistics functions. It covers global supply 
chain planning and management, logistics network design, 
freight transportation operations, revenue management, etc.

BEng in Mechanical Engineering
Concentrates on the fundamentals of mechanical engineering, 
also integrates engineering sciences with laboratory work and 
exposes students to state-of-the-art tools and equipment. 
Students will be provided in-depth knowledge in any of 
these specializations, such as building services, energy 
and environmental engineering, mechatronics, design and 
manufacturing, structure, materials and reliability engineering.

BSc in Computer Science
This is a special program designed for students who wish 
to graduate with a double-major BSc degree. Students are 
required to declare study in another BSc program. Students 
who join the program are carefully supervised in order to build 
and follow a study plan tailored to their specific interests and 
needs, and serve as a strong platform to achieve their  
career goals.

The School of Engineering is also planning to offer a major 
in Aerospace Engineering for enrolment in 2015.
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Entry Route under  
School-based admission:

JS5002 – Engineering (SENG) 
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BBA in Economics
Economics analyzes production, consumption, investment, 
trade, employment and government policies, at both micro 
and macro levels. The program provides systematic training 
in economic reasoning, leading to sound business or policy 
decision-making.

BBA in Finance
It studies how individuals and corporations raise and allocate 
financial resources, and covers the management of money, 
banking and credits. The main study areas include corporate 
finance, investment management, financial markets and 
institutions, and international finance.

BBA in General Business Management
The program is offered for students who would like to tailor-
make their own broad-based business curriculum without 
confining their study to a single business discipline.

BBA in Global Business
The program is renowned as a junior MBA designed for 
capable and highly motivated students. This selective program 
features a flexible curriculum, ample mentoring and hands-
on learning opportunities to empower students to become 
responsible leaders with a global mindset.

BBA in Information Systems
Information Systems explores how IT helps achieve 
management objectives and create innovative business 
solutions. The program emphasizes analytical competence 
in the design, implementation, and application of business 
information systems. Some topics include systems analysis, 
database management, electronic commerce and IS auditing 
and control.

BBA in Management
The program focuses on developing students’ knowledge 
and skills in leadership and teamwork, strategic thinking and 
organizational problem-solving, creativity, decision-making, 
and communication.

BBA in Marketing
Marketing facilitates exchange and involves strategic decisions 
about products/services and how they are priced, advertised, 
promoted, distributed and delivered. The main study areas of 
this program include consumer behavior, marketing research, 
effective selling and marketing strategies.

BBA in Operations Management
Operations Management focuses on making decisions 
and managing the business processes for the delivery of 
services and production of goods in a wide spectrum of 
industry sectors. This program equips students with essential 
competencies in areas including management of supply 
chains, logistics, projects, resources, financial services  
and quality.

BBA in Professional Accounting
Accounting is the measurement, statement and provision 
of assurances about financial information of an enterprise. 
Graduates are eligible to register for the qualification program 
of the Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public Accountants 
(HKICPA) and receive the maximum allowable exemptions from 
the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA).

BSc in Economics and Finance
This program focuses on the scientific basis of economic and 
financial phenomena, problems, and solutions that require 
sophisticated analytical skills and quantitative methods. 
Graduates will be able to carry out qualitative and quantitative 
analysis of a wide range of economic and financial issues, 
and be well equipped to pursue further study in accounting, 
economics, finance, or marketing.

BSc in Quantitative Finance
Its integrated curriculum covers mathematical and statistical 
tools, financial knowledge, including investment strategies, 
portfolio management, derivatives pricing and risk 
management. To enable students to gain practical hands-
on experience, students will work in groups on final-year 
consulting projects sponsored by financial institutions.

World Bachelor in Business
A joint program of HKUST with the University of 

Southern California (United States) and Università 
Bocconi. This is an exciting program designed to engage 

intellectually curious students in a unique business 
curriculum that connects leading edge teaching methods 

with cultural immersion and real world experiences.

Check out http://wbb.ust.hk for further details.

JUPAS applicants interested in WBB may  
apply to the program directly on  

https://admission.ust.hk in addition to  
their JUPAS application.

Entry Routes under  
School-based admission:

1. JS5003 – Business and Management (B&M)

2. JS5013 – Global Business (GBUS)

	 •	Common	first	year	with	JS5003	(B&M)
	 •	With	guaranteed	entry	to	BBA	in	Global	Business

http://wbb.ust.hk
https://admission.ust.hk






 “A Minor program  
allows you to  
expand knowledge  
in another area”
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Offering School Minor Programs

School of Science Actuarial Mathematics

   Biological Science

   Biotechnology

   Chemistry

    Mathematics

   Environmental Science

    Physics

School of Engineering Aeronautical Engineering 

   Bioengineering

   Engineering Management and Law 

   Entrepreneurship 

   Environmental Sustainability and Management 

   Information Technology 

   Technology Management

School of Business and Management Business 

   Entrepreneurship

School of Humanities and Social Science China Studies 

   Humanities

   Liberal Studies

   Social Science

Choosing a Minor
Students can choose 1 or more minor program(s) within or even outside their major offering School.



 “People who study 
here enjoy a holistic 
education”
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Enrichment 
Opportunities
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International Exchange 

The University’s overseas exchange program is one of 

the most comprehensive program in the world. HKUST 

partners with close to 200 top institutions worldwide. 

In 2011/2012, close to 40% of our undergraduate 

students had the opportunity to study at a partner 

institution for at least one semester (4-6 months). We 

expect the percentage will increase to 50% of our 4-year 

undergraduate students. 

Undergraduate Research 
Opportunities Program (UROP) 

The Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program 

(UROP) is our signature program. It provides our 

undergraduate students the exciting opportunity to  

work with world-class researchers on pioneering 

research projects.  

Since 2004, more than 1200 undergraduate students 

have participated in UROP. Armed with research records 

and publications, many of them were accepted directly 

into PhD programs by the world’s leading universities 

and most of them with full scholarships.

International Research Opportunities

The university-wide International Research Opportunities 

Program (IROP) is a new initiative that aims to broaden 

our students’ learning experience by giving them an 

opportunity to conduct academic research in top-notch 

universities. Partnerships have been formed with the 

University of Cambridge, the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology, the Tokyo Institute of Technology, and the 

European Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN).

On the other hand, students enrolled to IRE of the School 

of Science are guaranteed with research opportunities 

at overseas universities or national key universities 

in the Mainland. We also have a research-based 

undergraduate summer exchange program between  

our School of Engineering and Princeton University 

School of Engineering and Applied Science. 

Learn, Serve, Lead

HKUST is dedicated to nurturing responsible global 

citizens and future leaders. Students are encouraged to 

participate in community services to expand their civic 

awareness and in leadership training to foster a keen 

sense of responsibility and a strong desire to serve.

We offer HKUST Connect, REDbird Program, Green 

Ambassador Program and more.

Internships & Career Development

Internship has increasingly become a necessity 

for undergraduate students. Having practical skills 

necessary in a real work environment provides graduates 

a competitive edge and enhances their career prospects.

HKUST places a heavy emphasis on gearing  

students for post-graduation prospects. Our Internship  

Learning Scheme provides pre-internship training and  

summer internship placement in Hong Kong, Beijing,  

Shanghai and USA. We organize over 200 recruitment 

talks annually.



 “Our 9 UG Student Halls 
offer you a home away 
from home”
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The Student Halls
Do not miss out living on campus if you want to experience university life fully. 

We have nine undergraduate residential halls on campus, offering more than 

4,000 places to undergraduate students.

Each student hall is under the care of a Residence Master who is assisted by a Residential 

Life Officer and a team of Hall Tutors in providing hall life education activities to residents.

Halls VIII and IX are the newest halls of the University. The very first batch of residents moved 

in during Spring 2013.

For reference, hall charges range from around HK$9,000 to HK$20,000 in 2013/14, depending 

on the type of accommodation (single/double/triple).

Minimum “One Term Residence”

All local students will have a chance to reside in our student halls for at least one term during 

their first year of study in HKUST. Do remember to submit your hall application. 

New students will apply online in July/August after they registered as our students. You may 

indicate in the application a hall of your preference.

Allocation of Hall Places

Continuing students who apply for student accommodation are assessed by a Composite 

Score system according to the following criteria:

•	Home	distance	from	HKUST

•	Contribution	to	campus	life

•	Outstanding	academic	and	non-academic	performance

For details, please visit: https://sao.ust.hk/housing

Your Second Home —
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Did you Know?

HALF of our students live on campus

https://sao.ust.hk/housing
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 “So, are you ready
to join  
the UST family?”



Entry Requirements for…

General Requirements  +  School-specific Requirements

Students applying with HKDSE Results
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General Requirements

•	4C + 2X (4 core subjects plus 2 electives), or

•	4C + M1/M2 + 1X (4 core subjects with Mathematics Extended Module 1 or Module 2 plus 1 elective)

Subject English Chinese Mathematics Liberal Elective 1 Elective 2  

 Language Language  (Compulsory Part) Studies  or M1/M2

Level 3 3 2 2 3 3 

Requirement

School-specific Requirements

School Minimum Entrance Requirements School-specific

 English Chinese Mathematics Liberal Elective 1 Elective 2 Subject  

 Language Language (Compulsory  Studies     Requirements 

   Module)   M1/M2	can	be	accepted	 	 	  

	 	 	 	 	 	 in	place	of	an	elective   

Science 3 3 2 2   3 3 Biology/Chemistry/Physics/ 

         Combined Science/Integrated  

         Science/Math. Extended  

         Module 1 or Module 2

Engineering 3 3 3 2 3 3 Biology/Chemistry/Physics/ 

       Combined Science/ 

       Information and  

       Communication Technology

Business and 4 3 3 2 3 3 No additional requirements

Management 

Humanities and 3 3 2 2 3 3 No additional requirements

Social Science

Note:
•	 The	above	subjects	refer	to	Category	A	subjects.
•	 “Attained	with	Distinction”	in	Applied	Learning	Subjects	will	be	used	as	supporting	information.
•	 The	School	of	Humanities	and	Social	Science	will	use	Other	Language	Subjects	(Grade	E	or	above)	as	 
 unspecified elective subjects. For other Schools, Other Language Subjects will be used as supporting information.



Alternative Chinese

Students meeting specified circumstances set out by EDB may use alternative Chinese (i.e. Grade E or above in 
a GCSE/IGCSE/GCE Chinese Language subject) or an HKDSE Other Language Subject (Grade E or above) to 
satisfy the University's Chinese Language requirement.

The specified circumstances are:
(a) Students who have learned Chinese Language for less than 6 years while receiving primary and secondary  
 education; or
(b) Students who have learned Chinese Language for 6 years or more in schools, but have been taught an  
 adapted and simpler Chinese Language curriculum not normally applicable to the majority of students  
 in our local schools.

24

Repeated HKDSE Attempts — No penalty

There will be no score penalty for repeated attempts.
We calculate the admission score using the best result in each subject.
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I’m Interested... How Do I Apply?
It’s easy. Simply create an account and submit your application online via the Joint University Programmes 

Admissions System (JUPAS) website: http://www.jupas.edu.hk

Application Timeline

JUPAS Application Opens 24 September 2013

JUPAS Application Closes 3 December 2013

Deadline for Amendment of Program Choices 21 May 2014

Announcement of HKDSE Results 14 July 2014

Modification of Program Choices 15 – 17 July 2014 

(in a time-slot allotted by JUPAS)

Announcement of Main Round Offer Results via JUPAS website 8 August 2014 

Term Commencement 1 Sep 2014 (Provisional)

JUPAS Interview
 
Interviews usually take place in May and June. The School of Engineering also plans 

to interview students in November through the “Engagement Scheme”. 

Invitation will be sent to the JUPAS message box of selected applicants. 

For updated information and interview schedule, please visit:

http://join.ust.hk/local

http://www.jupas.edu.hk
http://join.ust.hk/local
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How Much Will It Cost?
Tuition Fee

The tuition fee for local students in 2014/15 is $42,100*.

Note:

1.  Subject to confirmation by the HKSAR Government

2.  The final year of the Dual Degree Programs is offered on a self-financed basis. For reference, the tuition of the Dual Degree Program in  

 Technology and Management in 2013/14 is HK$60,000.

Financial Support

Students who have financial difficulties may apply for financial assistance, including Government Grant and 

Loan, University Financial Aid, Deferment of Tuition Fee/Hall Fee Payment and Exchange Sponsorship.

For details: http://sfao.ust.hk/sfa/info.html

In 2012-2013, scholarships awarded to  
HKUST students exceeded $42 million 
The University is committed to supporting outstanding students by offering different scholarships to high achievers.

2013-2014 Scholarships

JUPAS Scholarships for HKDSE Students

JUPAS students attaining Level 5** in one subject or above, and with the language requirement of Level 4 or above in 

English and Chinese, in one single sitting of HKDSE will be eligible for JUPAS Scholarships. The JUPAS Scholarships range 

from $5,000 to a full scholarship of tuition fee plus allowance of $40,000 a year.

In addition to the University Scholarship Scheme, each School also offers top up scholarships to students who attained 

specific HKDSE results. For reference, School of Science offers top-up scholarship to student who attained 5** in Science 

subjects;  and School of Engineering scholarship scheme extends to students with 5* in 2 or more subjects in one sitting 

whose English AND/OR Chinese are Level 3 or above.

Scholarship Scheme for International/Asian Olympiad Gold Medalists

We value talents with strong knowledge in fundamental science. The Scholarship Scheme is to honor outstanding 

International/Asian Olympiad Gold Medalists.

HKSAR Government Talent Development Scholarship

This Scholarship aims to recognize students who have demonstrated achievements or talent in  

non-academic areas. Students in any year/discipline of study are eligible to apply.

WISE Scholarships

Female students with strong interests in science or engineering who obtain Level 5** in at least  

1 subject would be considered for this scholarship.

Updates for 2014-2015 Scholarships: http://sfao.ust.hk/scholarships

Note:  
1. Top-up scholarships may be offered by the School/Department.
2. The total scholarship amount to be awarded will not exceed a Full Tuition + $40,000 allowance per year. 

http://sfao.ust.hk/sfa/info.html
http://sfao.ust.hk/scholarships
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Frequently Asked Questions 
1. Are the weightings of subjects different? 

Try out our admission score calculators!

   JUPAS Score Calculator

   http://join.ust.hk/cal/cal_front.html

2. For Science and Engineering, is the Mathematics Extended Module: Algebra and Calculus Module (M2) more 

preferred than Calculus and Statistics Module (M1)? 

In fact, we accord the same weighting to M1 and M2. Find out how M1/M2 affects one’s admission score from our 

admission score calculators. (via No. 1 QR Code)

3. Is it a MUST to have Level 3 or above in the HKDSE Chinese Language?

For admission, JUPAS applicants are required to meet the “332233” requirement which includes a minimum of Level 3 in 

HKDSE Chinese Language.

However, we accept students under specified special circumstances to present either of the following qualifications at grade 

E or above in lieu of HKDSE Chinese Language for admission purpose: (please refer to P. 24)

a) a HKDSE Category C “Other Language” subject; or

b) a GCSE/IGCSE/GCE O-Level, AS, AL Chinese Language. 

4. Can I use my TOEFL/IELTS result to fulfill the English Language requirement?

We do not accept JUPAS applicants to present other English attainments in place of HKDSE English Language.

5. How will the University consider students getting the same HKDSE score?

The University ranks applicants primarily based on their HKDSE scores. In looking at the overall profile of a student,  

the following factors may result in an upward adjustment on the applicant’s position in the priority list: 

•	Performance	in	extra	electives	(in	the	form	of	a	bonus	score	or	as	a	tie-breaker);

•	Band	(as	indicator	of	interest);

•	Other	Experiences	and	Achievements	(mainly	for	Band	A	applicants);

•	Student's	500-word	personal	statement	(mainly	for	Band	A	applicants);

•	School	Reference	Report	(personal	and	general	abilities);

•	Interview	performance

6. How should I rank my JUPAS program choices? What are the most common mistakes of JUPAS applicants? 

To our surprise, students may be doing a lot of gaming based on a misunderstood concept of the JUPAS mechanism. It is 

sad to see academically able applicants forgoing their dream by putting a “certainly reachable but undesirable” program as 

their No. 1 choice. We strongly advise students to put their dream programs as their top JUPAS choices.

University entry is not about admission score only. Applicants should make good efforts to know more about the universities 

and the various JUPAS choices. Make sure you only choose programs that you are willing to invest 4 years of your time.

http://join.ust.hk/cal/cal_front.html
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7. How would the University consider the OEA & non-academic performance?

In general, OEA & non-academic attainments will account for no more than 5% of the admission score. However, do not 

underestimate how the SLP and OEA reflections would help you find the right JUPAS choices.

8. What would be considered a good personal statement (500 words, part of the JUPAS application)?

In general, we try to learn more about the applicant's personality, aspirations, and motivation/suitability for the program 

applied. A good essay should tell a story and have a clear focus, reveal passion and expose personality, show creativity and 

independent thinking so that after reading, the admission officer(s) would form a UNIQUE impression about the applicant.

9. How to raise my chances of getting an interview?

To raise the chance of getting an interview, make sure that you put our programs in Band A.

10. How should I prepare for the interview? 

An interview is a chance for the University and students to understand each other better. It is best to just be your true self. 

Be prepared to join a half-an-hour group interview in groups of 4-6 applicants. Wear a smile and stay relaxed. Show us that 

you can communicate well in English; that you are passionate about learning; that you are an independent thinker, who 

observes, thinks and makes suggestions.

Good interview performance in general will result in a bonus score. 

11. Is interview a must for admission? I am worried about not getting an interview. 

An interview is NOT a must for admission to HKUST programs. Every year, the University admits a large number of students 

without interviewing them. Those who have not been interviewed still stand a good chance for admission if they do well in 

their HKDSE exams.

12. How should HKDSE repeaters apply to HKUST?

Students applying on the basis of HKDSE results only must apply through JUPAS. This applies to school candidates in S6 

and all other applicants. If you have HKDSE plus other qualifications, you can choose to either apply through JUPAS or 

apply directly to HKUST via Direct Admissions.

13. How can I enter an a dual degree program or interdisciplinary program under

the School-based admission system? 

Students interested in an interdisciplinary program will first enter one of the four Schools (JS5001, 5002, 5003 or 5004),  

and then choose to join the interdisciplinary program at the end of Year 1 through the major declaring exercise.
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14. Where can I find information specific to Schools?

Academic Advising:  

http://advise.science.ust.hk

Academic Advising:  

http://www.seng.ust.hk/e2i

Academic Advising:  

http://undergrad.bm.ust.hk/eng/academics/ 

advising/student/index.jsp

FAQ:  

http://science.ust.hk/4year_faq.html

FAQ:  

http://www.seng.ust.hk  

(Prospective Students  4-Year Program FAQ)

FAQ:  

http://undergrad.bm.ust.hk/eng/admissions/

faq/hkdse/index.jsp

School of Science

School of Engineering

School of Business and Management

School of Humanities and Social Science

Interdisciplinary Programs

http://www.ipo.ust.hk/admission_ug_faq.html

http://www.shss.ust.hk/major/faq.html

http://advise.science.ust.hk
http://www.seng.ust.hk/e2i
http://undergrad.bm.ust.hk/eng/academics
http://science.ust.hk/4year_faq.html
http://www.seng.ust.hk
http://undergrad.bm.ust.hk/eng/admissions
http://www.ipo.ust.hk/admission_ug_faq.html
http://www.shss.ust.hk/major/faq.html


Find Out More

Visit our website to find all you need to know about our undergraduate admissions. 
http://join.ust.hk/local

Join a campus tour and see for yourself what HKUST has to offer! Our Student 
Ambassadors will show you around our scenic campus. 
http://join.ust.hk/local/visit/campus.html

Meet our bloggers who are current students, professors and admission officers, and 
experience what it’s like to be a UST-er. 
http://blogger.ust.hk/

Ask a student anything you want to know about HKUST. Find out about the University 
directly from our current students. They will be happy to share their insider tips and first-
hand experiences with you. 
http://join.ust.hk/local/follow/studentambassadors.html

Like us on Facebook to stay connected with us and obtain first-hand information  
on university admissions. 
http://www.facebook.com/hkust.localadmit

Undergraduate Recruitment and Admissions Office (Local Admissions)
Room 4006 – 4013, Academic Building,
The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology,
Clear Water Bay, Kowloon, Hong Kong
Tel: (852) 2623 1118
Fax: (852) 3521 1408
Email: ugadmit@ust.hk

http://join.ust.hk/local
http://join.ust.hk/local/visit/campus.html
http://blogger.ust.hk
http://join.ust.hk/local/follow/studentambassadors.html
http://www.facebook.com/hkust.localadmit
mailto:ugadmit@ust.hk
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