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The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
with Megvii (Face++) yesterday on establishing a joint laboratory on artificial intelligence (AI) and computer vision.
 The lab will be dedicated to improving people’s living and advance knowledge frontiers through researches in AI
and image recognition and analysis, marking a new milestone in the collaboration between HKUST and Megvii.

Artificial Intelligence is an indispensable part to our future development.  As a pioneer in computer vision and deep
learning, Megvii, commonly known as Face++, possesses world leading hardware technology and algorithm –
including “Paying with Face” and “City Skynet” which were widely used in the mainland.  Complementing its
strength, HKUST also has an internationally recognized profile in computer vision research, in particular its work in
object and environment recognition, adding on to HKUST’s competency in robotics and autonomous systems as
one of the University’s five research focuses, the two parties are set to create more innovative applications in AI
and computer vision.

The memorandum was signed by HKUST President Prof Tony F Chan and Megvii’s Co-founder and chief
executive Yin Qi.  “As a research university,” President Chan said.  “HKUST dedicates to the development of
frontier research in order to embrace the opportunities laid ahead of us.  Face ++ is a forerunner in artificial
intelligence and computer vision, we expect this collaboration will leverage the strength of both parties, namely our
research output and their industrial experience, to create even better products and technologies in the aforesaid
areas.”

Megvii’s Co-founder and CEO Yin Qi said, “From an academic research team to a commercialized company, I
have always sought to balance technical faith and commercial value.  The deeper we go into the industry, the more
we realize how important scientific research it is, so this year, we set up an academic committee and invited
renowned scholars like Andrew Yao Chi-Chih and Nanning Zheng as our consultants. Meanwhile we also hope
that we can establish relations with first-class universities such as HKUST, so then, we built the joint laboratory. I
think today is a brand new start to both sides, we will regard this as a starting point to our future success in
scientific and technological cooperation between HKUST and Megvii.”

Led by Prof Quan Long from the Department of Computer Science and Engineering, research topics of the joint lab
include AI, computer vision, 3D reconstruction, image analysis, recognition and understanding.  The lab aims to
develop smarter computer vision technology, bringing together research talents from both sides and integrating the
competitive edges from both academia and the industry.  The collaboration also covers talent grooming and other
incubation and entrepreneurship projects, providing internship and job opportunities for HKUST students.

Prof Quan said, “Through founding this joint lab, we hope to stay at the frontier of AI’s development and help build
the brain of a modern city, leveraging not only on our University’s world class research in computer vision, as well
as Altizure, a 3D reconstruction company incubated by HKUST, but also on the strong AI commercial platform of
Face++.”

About The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 
The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST) (www.ust.hk) is a world-class research university
focuses on science, technology and business as well as humanities and social science.  HKUST offers an
international campus, and a holistic and interdisciplinary pedagogy to nurture well-rounded graduates with global
vision, a strong entrepreneurial spirit and innovative thinking.  HKUST attained the highest proportion of
internationally excellent research work in the Research Assessment Exercise 2014 of Hong Kong’s University
Grants Committee, and is the world’s second in the latest QS’ Top 50 under 50 ranking.  Its graduates were ranked
13th worldwide and top in Greater China in Global Employability University Survey 2016.

HKUST President Prof Tony F Chan
(left) and Megvii Co-founder and CEO
Mr Yin Qi sign a MOU on establishing a
joint laboratory.

Guests at the signing ceremony: (from
left) Prof Quan Long, Professor of
Computer Science and Engineering
Department, Prof Tim Cheng, Dean of
Engineering, Mr Tang Wenbin, Co-
founder and CTO of Megvii, Prof Tony
F Chan, President of HKUST, Mr Yin
Qi, Co-founder and CEO of Megvii, Dr
Sabrina Lin, Vice-President for
Institutional Advancement, Dr Claudia
Xu, Director of Technology Transfer
Center and Mr Xie Yinan, GM of
Branding and Marketing of Megvii

 

For media enquiries, please contact:
Anita Lam 
Tel: 2358 6313 
Email: anitalam@ust.hk

Clare Chan 
Tel: 2358 6306 
Email: clarechan@ust.hk

ABOUT HKUST ACADEMICS ADMINISTRATION RESEARCH ADMISSIONS GLOBAL CONNECTIONS LIFE@HKUST

http://www.ust.hk/
http://www.ust.hk/about-hkust/
http://www.ust.hk/about-hkust/media-relations/
http://www.ust.hk/about-hkust/media-relations/press-releases/
http://www.cse.ust.hk/
http://www.ust.hk/
http://www.ust.hk/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/DSC_2529_R.jpg
http://www.ust.hk/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/DSC_2539_crop.jpg
mailto:anitalam@ust.hk
mailto:clarechan@ust.hk
http://www.ust.hk/
http://www.ust.hk/about-hkust/
http://www.ust.hk/academics/
http://www.ust.hk/administration/
http://www.ust.hk/research/
http://www.ust.hk/admit/
http://www.ust.hk/global-connections/
http://www.ust.hk/lifehkust/


Library   myPortal   Giving   Jobs@HKUST   Contact Us    Explore the Site Map     
Accessibility   Privacy Policy

http://library.ust.hk/
http://my.ust.hk/
http://giving.ust.hk/en/index.php
http://jobs.ust.hk/
http://www.ust.hk/contact-us/
http://facebook.com/HKUST
https://www.instagram.com/hkust/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/11966
http://www.youtube.com/user/HKUST
http://www.ust.hk/feed
http://www.ust.hk/accessibility/
http://www.ust.hk/privacy-policy/

